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 Meetings  
Pacific Coast Corvettes meets the first 
Wednesday of each month at 5:00 p.m. at 
Campus JAX, 3950 Campus Drive, Newport 
Beach, CA 92660 (949) 261-6270 

Business Location  
Pacific Coast Corvettes  
23785 El Toro Rd   #251  

Lake Forest, CA 92630-4762  
Telephone: (949) 334-7384  

WEB Page:  
http://www.pccvettes.org  
Ted Sickles (949) 716-3376 

Club Store:  
Judy Nunn 
(949) 586-1746  

Affiliation  
National Council of Corvette Clubs, Inc. 

(NCCC)  

Corvette Waves  
Corvette Waves is published on the 15th of 
each month. Contributions should be sent no 
later than the 10th of the month to Pete 
Dolbee (pdolbee@gmail.com) in .doc or .docx 
format.  Event flyers should be in .jpg or 
.doc/.docx format (preferably not .pdf).  
Sponsorship, which includes publication in 
the monthly newsletter and on the PCC 
website, is available beginning at $250 per 
year. 
 
Articles presented in Corvette Waves reflect 
the opinion of the authors, not necessarily 
the views of the editor or Pacific Coast 
Corvettes. Pacific Coast Corvettes and its 
editor seek to publish accurate information 
but do not assume any liability or 
responsibility in the event of a claim of loss or 
damages resulting from publication. 
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President’s Corner 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mo Wise 
 
President’s Corner 
 
Wasn’t it just 4th of July?  This is the month of Thanksgiving and I suppose it would make sense 
to think about all of the things for which we are thankful. 
 
I thank the membership for voting for me to serve one more year as your President.  I do realize 
that it was because another sucker, oh I mean candidate, didn’t step forward.  That will all change 
one year from now since I will term out, so if you are considering it, I’ll be happy to chat with you 
privately to let you know about the job.  It’s not all unicorns and rainbows, but it is very rewarding 
when you see the pure enjoyment on the faces of event and meeting attendees.   
 
As I write this article, we do not seem to have an Awards chair.  The Awards Party is definitely a 
highlight for the club and I am sad at the possibility that we may not have one in 2024.  As the 
Awards chair, you would be able to recruit helpers and you would also have the detailed notes 
from the previous chair as a “how to host this party” guideline.  It is my hope that someone will 
step forward to pull this party together for the membership.  If you are considering it, please reach 
out to Jane Barnes and she will be happy to share the details before you commit. 
 
The Holiday Mixer and Ugly Holiday Sweater Contest is happening on Sunday, December 4th 
from 1-5pm.  This time, we were able to score the bigger room at the Elks Mission Viejo which 
means we can accommodate all members that wish to attend.  This also means you’ll also have 
more room to move around.  I cannot wait to see some of the moves of certain PCC members when 
they sashay down the runway to show off their ugliest holiday sweater.  Remember that you can 
opt for an ugly holiday t-shirt if you suffer from overheating issues, overeating issues, hot flashes, 
being a flasher, or you’re just too hot to handle.  The cost of the ticket is $10 per person which will 
get you ONE free raffle ticket.  We do need to report the final headcount so the deadline to sign 
up is SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20th.  You can reach out to me or Sandy Savanich to sign up. 
 
And now back to our regularly scheduled post dedicated to being thankful.   
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Thank you to everyone who remained a member or became a member.  Thank you to the 
prospective members for continuing to work towards your 12 points to become a member.  Thank 
you to everyone that attended meetings and events.  Thank you for making this club fun.  Thank 
you for reading this article.  And in the famous words of the Fast & Furious movies……thank you 
for fast cars. 
 
Save the Wave! 
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Vice President’s Message 
 

 
Sandy Savanich 

 
Greetings PCC’rs, 
 
The year is winding down, but we still have a lot of events to look forward to.  Aside from the 
annual Cambria trip, one of the most anticipated events is the Annual PCC Awards party in 
January. This is open to all members and prospective members.  If you’re a new or prospective 
member, it’s the perfect opportunity to socialize and get to know other members.  
 
Yes, awards are given to acknowledge the board and other members, but it’s really a great party 
that you don’t want to miss!  The theme changes each year with attire ranging from dressy to 
casual.  Occasionally costumes are encouraged to enhance the theme, but they are not required.   
 
I thought it would be fun to share a few pictures from previous years to get you in the spirit and 
see what you can expect.  
 
If you haven’t signed up yet, please send your money in now.  
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On to PCC business… 
 
RECENT PCC EVENTS 
 
OCTOBER  
 
October 5 - PCC Monthly Meeting at Campus Jax, 3950 Campus Drive, Newport Beach at 6:30 
PM. Come early to have a bite to eat and socialize. 
 
October 8- Kick Tires Breakfast Meeting, Knowlwoods at I-5 and Sand Canyon in Irvine at 8:00 
AM - Coordinator: Ken James 
 
October 14 – Food Court Friday, Oak Creek Shopping Center – Coordinators: Ray and Nancy 
Marshall 
 
October 15 – Laguna Woods Pancake Breakfast & Car Show- 8:30 am – 12:30 pm at Florence 
Sylvester Senior Center – Coordinator:  David Yeates  
 
October 15- NCCC Sanctioned 16th Annual Vapor Trail Corvette Blast in Santa Maria. No 
coordinator.  
 
October 22 – Newport Beach Annual Car & Truck Show- 8:00 am – 4:00 pm- No coordinator.   
 
October 23 – PCC Making Strides Against Breast Cancer – Coordinator: Jane Barnes -Meet up 
6:30 sharp at Ralph’s in the Aliso Viejo Town Center in Costa Mesa for drive to Segerstrom. 
 
  

One last note. As of this writing, we do not have a volunteer to chair next 
year’s PCC Awards party.  These parties have been ongoing for years and 
considering the growth of our club, it would be disappointing to see the 
tradition end now. As chair, you can have as many people as you wish to 
support you, so please let us know if you’re willing to “carry the torch”. 

Thank you. 
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UPCOMING PCC EVENTS  
 
NOVEMBER 
 
November 2 - PCC Monthly Meeting at Campus Jax 6:30 PM - 3950 Campus Drive, Newport 
Beach at 6:30 PM. Come early to have a bite to eat and socialize. 
  
November 5 – Angeles Crest Run and lunch- Coordinator: Mike Corlett 
 
November 11- Tustin Veterans Day Car Show at Veterans Sports Park.  
No coordinator  
 
November 12 – Vettes for Veterans Car Show at the Shoppes at Carlsbad – $40 registration fee. 
Meet up at Carl’s Jr. in San Juan Capistrano at 6:45 AM, departing at 7:00 AM sharp.  Coordinator: 
David Yeates  
 
DECEMBER 
 
December 3- Annual Toys for Marines at the San Clemente Outlet Mall Coordinators: Bob and 
Sandy Savanich.  Meet up at Carl’s Jr. in San Juan Capistrano at 7:15 AM and leave promptly for 
the Outlets at 7:35 AM. Bring an unwrapped toy valued at $20. 
 
December 4 – PCC Holiday Mixer and Ugly Sweater Contest at Mission Viejo Elks Lodge. 
Coordinators: Mo Wise and Sandy Savanich. 1-5 PM. $10 PP. Please bring an appetizer to share.  
Desserts will be provided. Raffles for gift baskets and cash!  Get ready for a lot of laughs.  
 
December 7- PCC monthly meeting at 6:30 PM at Campus Jax, 3950 Campus Drive, Newport 
Beach at 6:30 PM. Come early to have a bite to eat and socialize. 
 
December 10- Laguna Niguel Holiday Parade, Coordinator: Mo Wise, The parade starts at 10:00 
AM. More details will be announced after 12/1/22.  If you don’t want to participate in the parade, 
you can come as a spectator and cheer us on.  Of course, we’ll eat somewhere afterward.  
 
PLEASE BE SURE TO GET YOUR PAYMENTS IN FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 
December 4 –  
Holiday Mixer and Ugly Sweater Contest – Please RSVP to Mo Wise or Sandy Savanich and 
prepay $10 PP by November 20th.  
 
January 21, 2023- 
PCC Loco Motion Commotion Awards banquet. Please sign up and pay $60 PP ASAP.  
Deadline is January 4th but early payment is appreciated.  RSVP’s and payments should be sent 
to Jane Barnes. YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS! 
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Future events along with additional information for ALL events can be found on the club calendar 
at www.PCCVettes.org.     
 
As VP I’m tasked with scheduling all PCC events and managing the club calendar.   When you’re 
ready to host an event, please contact me with your proposed dates to confirm availability. Prepare 
your flyer with details and send it to me ASAP to be added to the PCC calendar.  
 
Save the Wave..It’s Corvettetiquette! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Historian	suggestion	for	your	event	flyers-	please	include	
a	request	that	pictures	from	your	event	be	sent	to	the	

Historian	at:	historian@pccvettes.org.	
 



P a g e  | 16 Corvette Waves  November 2022 
 
 

 

November Celebrations 
 

Anniversaries 
 

Al Krausa & Kitty Red Nov  01  Henry & Becky Lewis  Nov  06 
Jim & Eileen Robinson Nov  10  Roy & Cynthia Young  Nov  11 
Norm & Jackie Dangelo Nov  22  Richard & Barbara Block Nov  27 

 
Birthdays 

 
Al Krausa   Nov  01  Nancy French   Nov  04 
Alyson Rose   Nov  06  Joe Perschler    Nov  14 
Arch Archard   Nov  14  Bill Colvin   Nov  17 
Ken James   Nov  17    John Waltman   Nov  18 
Mona Gantt   Nov  22  Joe Wicentowich  Nov  22 
Tim Osborn   Nov  24  Dan Miller   Nov  25 

 
Years In Club 

 
Year Joined  Date Voted In   Years 

 
Dave & Gina McCue 1999  11/01/1999   23 
Ken & Jill James 2004  11/03/2004   18 
Bruce & Debbie Robinson 2005  11/07/2005   17 
Nancy French 2010  11/03/2010   12 
Bob & Connie Ensign 2011  11/02/2011   11  
Dan & Kristine Miller 2021  11/03/2021     1 
Mike Pelikan 2021  11/03/2021     1 

       
 
 

 
Please note:   Birthday and Anniversaries come from information on the PCC Roster.     If there is an error, 
please contact Ted Sickles to update the information on the roster.  He will ignore you unless you offer him a bribe.   
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Cars and Copters  
 
Carl Jablonski 
 
I have written about this car show twice and now offer an “after-show” report. This past October 
16th I attended my second Cars and Copters car show in Huntington Beach. The show is presented 
by the Huntington Beach Police Foundation, and I am going to request that PCC make this an 
annual event starting in 2023. 
 
“Community support that the foundation receives allows the Huntington Beach Police Department 
to increase their involvement in programs that give back to the community, such as shop with a 
cop, the LEAD HB Youth Leadership Program, Equine Therapy, scholarship programs, and much 
more! The Foundation also supports the men and women of the Huntington Beach Police 
Department through funding for equipment such as Automated External Defibrillators, which are 
installed in police vehicles.” (From the Website) 
 
Cars and Copters attracts over 30,000 car enthusiasts each year.  Most of the cars displayed are 
Lamborghinis, Bugattis, Ferraris, and other exotics. Corvettes are there too of course but tend to 
be the cars that have been modified to a very heavy extent. I like the attention the C8 gets, 
especially from the folks that say “nice Lamborghini!” 
 
I brought my C8 to the show in 2022 and was one of only about 5 in that year’s event. This year 
there were quite a few more onsite, but since I was in my RSVP uniform, I didn’t get out and about 
like I usually do. I am a “Retired Senior Volunteer Police (RSVP) for the HBPD and like to stay 
by my car and answer questions about volunteering, directing folks where to buy ‘Pink Police 
Patches” (for sale at the foundation's booth) and simply meet and greet the great folks that come 
to this show. 
 
This is the premium car show as far as name brands and hardware are concerned. Where else can 
you see a Royals Royce SUV with 36” rims? Best guess, this event exhibits close to a billion 
dollars worth of exotics. 
 
There are two options to participate. 
 

1. The price of a standard admission is $150.00. This gets you on the site in any of the 
“unreserved” VIP spots next to the copters. (Tax Deductible) 

2. For $638.00 (a tax-deductible fee to the HBPD) one gets a reserved space next to the 
copters and two lunches and beer or wine at the VIP tent. I prefer to donate and buy this 
one since I am a huge supporter of our men and women in blue. 

 
There are other events that go along with this for an extra fee. One is the helicopter landing party 
which is held the night before at one of the hotels across PCH. 
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I plan on keeping this show on my annual car show schedule and will be presenting this option to 
PCC members in 2023.  
 
The one thing that is so much fun at this show is to be in the same show as all the high-end 
supercars. Our own Corvette C8 is defiantly now in this company. I can attest to this as I am 
speaking to folks non-stop from 9 am until closing at 3 pm. BTW. I did hand out four (4) PCC 
cards to prospective members! 
 
Here are just a few photos. 
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PCC Driving the Fight Against Breast Cancer 
 
Jane Barnes 
 
Sunday morning, October 23rd, started out early with several members meeting at the Aliso Viejo 
Town Center parking lot for the drive up to Segerstrom Performing Arts Center.  This was the first 
year that Making Strides Against Breast Cancer had any car clubs participating in the walk.  The 
goal for the club was to participate as a “cheer and water station” along the walk route.  The drive 
from Aliso Viejo was “wide open” across Aliso Viejo Parkway to the 133, up the 405 to Bristol 
Street and the event.  Not the longest drive for the club but certainly one with very little traffic 
which is always more enjoyable.   
 
Joe and I will continue to support the American 
Cancer Society as we have done for many years 
(Jane being employed by ACS for over 13 years 
– in Denver and in Orange County).  We’ve both 
lost family members and several friends to 
cancer and have several still dealing with the 
disease. We thought that having our beautiful 
Corvettes along the walk route would be fun for 
the participants and bring more awareness to the 
work of ACS.  Based on the photos, it looks like 
many participants (over 5,000 walkers took to 
the streets) took photos along the way to share 
with their friends and on social media.  I think 
it’s great exposure for the club and we raised 
$350 for the American Cancer Society.  Another 
reason for engaging in this walk is that 
Chevrolet is a national sponsor of Making 
Strides, raising millions for breast cancer 
programs and research.  I think we can provide 
much more support next year by engaging some 
of our Chevrolet dealers and help them become 
more prominent along with bringing visibility 
for PCC. 
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For more than two decades, Making Strides Against Breast Cancer has united communities in the 
fight against this deadly disease and funded breakthrough research, 24/7 support for breast cancer 
patients, and access to lifesaving screenings. Today, Making Strides is the largest network of breast 
cancer events in the nation.   
 
A special thank you to Sandy Savanich and Pattie Smith for bringing goodies for the morning and 
to all the members that participated.  Let’s grow this event for next year – I know you’ll enjoy the 
ride and the memories!! 
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A Good Day to Ascend Mt. Wilson 
 
Don Wilder 

 
PCC member Mike Corlett is a soft-spoken fellow, quick to smile, an easy-to-like guy.  He also 
knows how to extract a maximum amount of fun and excitement out of his black C6 Corvette.   
Mike demonstrated this ability on November 5th when he led 21 other Corvettes on a drive up to 
the top of Mt. Wilson.   

On that clear Saturday morning, the group of PCC aficionados
*
 of 

America’s sports cars gathered in the Starbucks’ parking lot just off 
the 91 freeway at Green River Drive.   
 

Mike handed out a set of clear driving 
instructions at his drivers’ meeting 
and a little before 10:00 a.m. the 
group headed northeast, partway over 
Cajon pass on the way to the first of 
three planned stops near I-15 and Hwy 138.  Keeping a caravan 
of some 20 cars together in traffic is perfectly described by the 
word ‘impossible’. This stop was quick, and dual purpose - to 
allow us all to regroup and have an opportunity for a bio-break 

before embarking on sixty miles of twisties and mountain scenery to the next stop, Mt. Wilson. 
 

Just a short distance before we were to turn off Hwy 138 onto Hwy 2 
toward the fun part of the drive, two big Caltrans trucks pulled in before 
the line of Corvettes and commenced a little slow-motion road 
maintenance.  It had snowed a couple of days earlier, and some stretches 
of the road were covered with a thin white layer of salt residue.   The 
Caltrans trucks were watering down the road 
to remove the salt.  So, traveling along a two-
lane road no faster than school-zone speeds, 
where it was either illegal or unsafe to pass, 

became a test of our patience and anger management abilities.  Driving 
through several miles of the saltwater spray wafting up behind the 
parade of Corvettes ahead showed the futility of having shined up our 
rides before embarking on this adventure. Grrrr!  Finally, after ten or 
fifteen minutes of our mood-changing frustration, the Caltrans truck 
driver must have finally noticed the line of 21 Corvettes crawling along 
impatiently behind, pulled over at the next wide spot in the road, and let us pass.  Finally some 
‘freedom’. 

 
*
  See epilogue below. 
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As we passed through Wrightwood and Big Pines, 
and the real twisties and more beautiful scenery 
began, Mike Corlett showed his leadership and 
driving abilities as he led the first group of five 
PCC drivers, Mike, Bill Myers, Gary Lane, Mike 
O’Connor, and this writer, in that order, turn after 
turn that (for those Vettes that have them) put their 
lateral G meters close to the peg.  How lucky we 
were to have no slow traffic in front of us.  In that 
group of five, what some called tailgating was, 
truth be told, imagining that we were driving like 
we might at ACS Fontana or Willow Springs, or 

like we see in televised NASCAR races, while in reality, it was just giving in to the urge to keep 
up and feeling that each of us is as good a driver as the guy just ahead. This writer, who felt 
fortunate to be part of that leading group of five, was constantly torn between the joy of keeping 
up by driving near his perceived limits of tire adhesion and the pain of hearing the sound of 
mountain road gravel kicked up by the cars ahead and hitting the windshield and fearing what 
might be happening to my front facia.  (More Grrrrr!) 
 
A couple of observations along the way include several areas where the road passed through the 
remains of recent brush and forest fires.  I guess the new word for this is “burn scars”.  Sad, 
actually, to see blackened skeletons of once beautiful and majestic trees standing above scorched 
gray earth denuded of any viable plant life. One has to wonder what happened to all the animals.  
Another memorable sight was a group of four or five crotch-rocket motorcycles coming at high 
speed in the opposite direction on the inside of a very tight turn.  They seemed to be traveling 
much faster than we were, leaning down so far into the turn that their knees were mere millimeters 
above the pavement and their shoulders not much more.  How do they do that?  How do they keep 
from sliding across the road into our paths at those speeds?  No time to think about that now.  Gotta 
keep eyes on the road ahead and keep up.    
 

Several PCCers decided to not drive on up to the top of 
Mt. Wilson, but elected to continue down the hill to 
planned stop #3.  However, most of the group took the 
turn off Highway 2 and drove about five miles to the 
top, past a bunch of communication towers into the 
upper parking lot.  There the group took a break to 
stretch and check the hazy view of the Los Angeles 
basin from the pavilion perched 
on the south side of the 
mountain.  In the middle of this 
pavilion is a restaurant – which 
surprisedly wasn’t open for 

lunch when we were there.  Go figure.   
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After gathering for the obligatory group photo, we all 
mounted up and headed down the hill for the third and 
final stop at the Hill Street Café at the intersection of 
Hwy. 2 and Foothill Blvd. in Flintridge – La Canada.   
When those who 
had been to the 
top of Mt. Wilson 
arrived at the 
café, several 
things became 

pretty evident.  (1) Parking was limited and at a premium; 
(2) those PCCers who chose not to visit the Wilson summit 
had arrived early at the restaurant and were just finished 
their lunch when we arrived; and (3) the young lady hostess 
was clearly not ready for a new crowd of twenty (we counted) folks who were hungry and wanted 
to sit as a group. It was evident that her preference was to have us go somewhere else for lunch.   
 

This writer’s observation was that the café was, as so many 
places are these post-Covid days, short of server staff.  But 
before very long, a take-charge person came forward from 
a back room somewhere and got us seated together in a 
section that had been previously closed when we arrived. 
From then on the server staff provided us with excellent 
service.  Kudos to that guy, whoever he was, who took 
charge, and solved the problem.  The food was good, and 
after lunch many expressed the opinion that they would 
have preferred a nap, there and then, rather than enduring 

the long drive home in city traffic.  (One more Grrrr!)   
 
But despite a few minor unpleasantries like road salt and a bit of wet road, stuck behind slow 
traffic, burn scars, and a hazy view from the top, the weather that day was perfect for day great 
tour including beautiful scenery, some brisk and robust mountain road driving, and great 
interaction and camaraderie with other PCC members.   
 
Thanks, Mike, for a fun and very enjoyable day. 
 
Epilogue: 
 

1) * PCC participants on this adventure were: Jerry and Kathy Zechmeister, Roy and Cynthia 
Young, Don Wilder, John and Janis Waltman, Richard and Barbara Vente, Gary and Joyce 
Uchino, Scott Sturdivant, Mark and Pattie Smith + friend (whose name this writer, with 
apologies, neglected to capture for this article), Bob Savanich, Mike Palikan, Mike 
O'Connor and Joni Knapp, Gary Lane,  Walt and Vicky Kovacs, John and Linda Iest, 
Richard Hagenlock and Sonia Cartagena, Mike and Sheri Corlett, Richard and Barbara 
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Block, and Jane Barnes.  (This writer may have missed some other names here, so . . . 
apologies.) 
 

2) Trivial item – When he left home, this writer noted that his front tire pressure was a pound 
or two lower than he preferred.  At the gathering place at the start, there are two gas stations 
– a Shell and Chevron.  So, he went to the Shell air and water service.  “$2.00.  Quarters 
only,” the sign read.  He thought, “$2.00?  Quarters only??  No way!  I can do without.”  
Then while looking for a parking place, he happened to drive by Chevron’s air and water 
service, only about 200’ distant from Shell’s air service unit.   No demand for money here.  
Only a small sign that reads, “Push button for air or water.”  Any doubts about what he 
did? 

 
3) Another trivial item – Having lived within the sight of Mt. Wilson for over 80 years, the 

existence of a serious scientific observatory on this mountain had escaped this writer until 
he started writing this article.  There are seven telescopes and a museum sharing this 
mountaintop with the better-known visitors area and an impressive array of TV, radio, and 
communications antennae. For more information, see 
https://www.mtwilson.edu/observatory-map/.  

 

4) One last trivial item – Mt. Wilson played a significant part in the world’s first ‘accurate’ 
measurement of the speed of light.  Dr.  Albert Michaelson made several tests over greater 
distances than ever previously attempted to measure more accurately the speed of light.  
Those tests involved using Mt. Wilson as a base for measurements of light shown from and 
reflected back to this mountain and other distant southern California mountains.  Over the 
period from 1922 to 1926 the measurements were between Mt. Wilson and Mt. San 
Antonio (commonly called Mt. Baldy by locals), 22 miles distant, located near Pomona 
and Claremont; in 1926 Mt. San Jacinto, 82 miles distant, located near Palm Springs; and 
in 1928 Santiago Peak, 46 miles distant, (commonly known as part of Saddleback 
Mountain), and very familiar to all PCC members.   

 

5) If any readers might be interested in more history on this bit of historic scientific minutia, 
please have a look-see at https://www.otherhand.org/home-page/physics/historical-speed-
of-light-measurements-in-southern-california/the-mount-wilson-mount-san-antonio-
measurements-1922-1926/, and if you might want even more details on the subject, try 
looking at https://interestingengineering.com/science/a-brief-history-of-the-sepeed-of-
light  
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A Corvette Lesson Learned … The Hard Way 

 

Scott Sturdivant 
 

 

 

It’s funny how one little itty-bitty incy-wincy step can cause a whole bunch of grief. 😐 
 
Since I recently learned something the hard way I wanted to provide a public service announcement 
to the club. And while it’s a bit of a hit to my ego, I hope it prevents this from happening to any 
of you. 
 
About 3 months ago I took a beautiful trip on a sunny day along PCH with the top down to visit a 
friend. After the visit, I was preparing to leave but as the weather had warmed up I wanted to put 
the top back on. With the top set in place, I was about to go inside and latch it down when my 
friend asked me a question. And here is my fatal mistake … I went over to talk figuring I would 
latch it down “later” when I got in. BIG mistake. 

Fast forward 10 minutes and I am cruising about 45 MPH, and I hear a lot of air whooshing around 
the interior. I couldn’t figure it out??? I kept looking at my A/C fan, thinking it must be on high??? 
Then I heard a real WHOOSH and my top came flying off!! DUH!! 

 

 
 

I quickly looked in the rearview mirror and saw the top bouncing like a bean on a hot tin plate!! It 
was really taking a beating on the asphalt. Seems like it bounced and bounced a looooooooong 
time. 

Luckily there was no one behind me so I was able to slink back, take the walk of shame and retrieve 
the top from the middle of the road. Shudder to think what might have happened if anyone was 
following me! 
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Anyway, after a few months of discussions with my insurance company, I now have a brand-
spanking new top – without a single scratch! 😊 And now whenever I get in my car, whether I 
have taken the top off recently or not, I check all the latches -- several times -- just to be sure. 

And this concludes my public service announcement. Please heed my warning and LATCH 
YOUR TOP!  

 

Thank you. 
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Toys for Marines Saturday, December 3, 2022 
 
Bob Savanich 

 
The first Saturday in December for the past several years PCC has supported Toys for Marines at 
South OC Cars and Coffee at the San Clemente Outlets.  The toys benefit children of returning 
Marines and Wounded Warriors hospitalized at MCAS Camp Pendleton.  This year we were 
invited by Bruce Wood and Mickey Christian of the Southern California Woodie Club 
(socalwoodieclub.com) to participate in their toy gathering effort.  We are honored to be included.   
 
Last year PCC collected a record number (a lot) of toys from our members.  This year it would be 
great if we broke that record (with a lot more).  To break the record, I’m asking for each participant 
to bring not only one toy per Vette, but ONE or MORE NEW UNWRAPPED toys per Corvette.  
We ask that each toy be valued at $20 or more, please.  Marines will be on hand to receive our 
toys and maybe bring a cool vehicle or two to show off.   
 
As usual, we will gather at Carl’s Jr. on Del Obispo in San Juan Capistrano at 7:15 AM, earlier if 
you want to have a coffee or bite to eat at Carl’s Jr.  There will be a driver’s meeting at 7:35 for a 
7:45 departure down to the Outlets.  We will be allowed early entry and preferred parking if we 
bring at least 15 Corvettes so PLEASE clear your calendar for this event. 
 
Bring your chairs (NO POP-UPS), tables, treats, and LOTS of TOYS. 
 
Semper Fidelis 
 
Bob Savanich 
USMC 1966-70 
Vietnam 67-68 
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Should All Corvettes Be Red? 
 
Pete Dolbee 
 
Ben looked up from the workbench in his garage just in time to see his neighbor flash by in his 
Corvette.  There was no mistaking it; bright blue, very clean, and noisier than the average family 
car.  But it was so pretty, and that sound!   
 
Ben was jealous.  He had wanted a Corvette all his adult life, but life had always gotten in the way.  
First, there was the wife and kids. The kids were pretty much grown now, the older one starting 
her career, with two others in college.  But there were still the dogs and most of the family friends 
still had kids at home, so most of the activities Ben and his wife participated in involved two or 
more couples, often riding together to a restaurant, a movie, or someone’s party.   
 
Being practical, Ben continued to soldier on in his Chevy Tahoe.  It suited his needs.  Although 
the gas mileage wasn’t the best, it was relatively bullet-proof and carried three couples in comfort.  
But it wasn’t fun.  Even so, Ben resisted trading it for something else.  That was about to change. 
 
Several weeks later, Ben realized the Tahoe was due for its next 7,500-mile service.  He called the 
service department at his local dealer and booked an appointment for the following week.  
Customarily his wife would follow him to the dealership to drop off the car, and he would pick it 
up the following day.  But this time the dealership said he could have the Tahoe back in about an 
hour, so he decided to bring his iPad and read while the car was being serviced. 
 
After Ben had signed the necessary paperwork, he retrieved his iPad and walked to the waiting 
area next to the showroom.  That’s when he saw it.  There was a bright red Corvette just sitting 
there, beckoning him to have a look.  So he did.  He walked around the car, admiring the metallic 
red color, the 4 exhaust pipes, and the sleek lines. He opened the door and was amazed at the look 
of the interior.  He sat in it.  This car was special! 
 
One of the friendly salespeople came up, introduced herself, and told him about the car.  It had 
been in the dealership for only a few days, and there was some interest from a local couple who 
had been looking for a ‘Vette for some time.  They wanted an automatic, and this car was a stick, 
so they hadn’t really devoted much effort to buy it.  On the other hand, Ben had wanted a stick, so 
this particular car was exactly what he had dreamed about.  The saleswoman said the dealership 
would sell the car for sticker, and financing was very favorable.  She offered a test drive, which 
Ben eagerly accepted.  The car was fantastic!  Ben was hooked. 
 
After discussing a possible transaction on the phone with his wife, they agreed it was time to 
splurge on the car.  They decided to sell her six-year-old minivan and use the proceeds for the 
down payment.  The paperwork took a couple of hours, temporary plates were installed, and Ben 
was on his way home in the new car.   
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When Ben got home, his wife admired the car and thought it was perfect for him.  They drove back 
to the dealership and picked up the Tahoe, which would become her new ride.  She was happy 
with their decision and Ben was ecstatic.   
 
In the weeks following, Ben became accustomed to the car.  Because he worked remotely, most 
of the mileage he put on it was for pleasure, and he found the best roads in his area to learn about 
its capabilities.  It exceeded his expectations.  The car was fast, handled amazingly well, and was 
so much fun to drive!  Although it wasn’t necessary, he used an old skill he had learned many 
years ago, the art of double clutching for downshifts, even though the car would do it without his 
intervention.  He practiced taking corners, trail braking, looking for the apex, and powering out 
with just the right amount of throttle to avoid oversteer and loss of control. 
 
One afternoon as Ben was finishing washing the car, the neighbor with the blue ‘Vette stopped by 
to check out Ben’s car.  The neighbor, who introduced himself as Carl, told Ben the car was 
beautiful but suggested Ben must be color-blind to buy a red one.  At first, Ben thought Carl was 
kidding, but Carl kept on about why blue Corvettes are so much more desirable than red ones, and 
anyone who buys a red Corvette must be an idiot.   
 
Ben was incensed.  He opened the driver’s door of his car, reached under the seat, pulled out the 
revolver he kept there, and shot Carl in the head.  Then he got the gas can for his lawn mower, 
poured gasoline all over Carl’s blue Corvette, and set it afire.   
 
Ben was convicted of murder and sentenced to life in prison.  His wife kept the Corvette and drives 
it often to this day.  She has learned to double clutch, take the apex, and power out of the corners 
with just the right amount of throttle.  Like Ben, she loves the car, especially because it is red. 
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The Best Part 
 

These are entries to a Washington Post competition asking for a two-line rhyme with the most 
romantic first line and the least romantic second line: 
 
• My darling, my lover, my beautiful wife: Marrying you has screwed up my life 
• I see your face when I am dreaming. That's why I always wake up screaming. 
• Kind, intelligent, loving and hot; This describes everything you are not. 
• Love may be beautiful, love may be bliss, But I only slept with you 'cause I was pissed. 
• I thought that I could love no other. That is until I met your brother. 
• Roses are red, violets are blue, sugar is sweet, and so are you. But the roses are wilting, 

violets are dead, sugar bowl's empty and so is your head. 
• I want to feel your sweet embrace; But don't take that paper bag off your face. 
• I love your smile, your face, and your eyes. Damn, I'm good at telling lies! 
• My love, you take my breath away. What have you stepped in to smell this way? 
• My feelings for you no words can tell, Except for maybe 'Go to hell'. 
• What inspired this amorous rhyme? Two parts vodka, one part lime. 

 
Who said poetry is boring? 
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As a bagpiper, I have played many different gigs 
 

Recently I was asked by a funeral director to play at a graveside service for a homeless 
man.  The man had no family or friends, and so the service was to be at a pauper’s 
cemetery in the Kentucky backcountry. As I was not familiar with the backwoods, I got 
lost, and being a typical man, I didn’t stop for directions. 
 
I finally arrived an hour late and saw the funeral guy had evidently gone and the hearse 
was nowhere in sight. There were only the diggers and crew left and they were eating 
lunch. 
 
I felt bad and apologized to the men for being late. I then went to the side of the grave and 
looked down, and the vault lid was already in place. I didn’t know what else to do, so I 
started to play. The workers put down their lunches and began to gather around. I played 
out my heart and soul for this man with no family or friends.  
 
And as I played ‘Amazing Grace,’ the workers began to weep. They wept, I wept, we all 
wept together. When I finished, I packed up my bagpipes and started for my car. Though 
my head hung low, my heart was full. 
 
As I opened the door to my car, I heard one of the workers say, “I never seen nothin’ like 
that before and I’ve been putting in septic tanks for twenty years.” 
 
Apparently, I’m still lost… 
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Pacific Coast Corvettes is pleased and grateful for the 
involvement and support of the following sponsors: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Simpson Chevrolet appreciates the affiliation it has with Pacific Coast Corvettes and is proud 
to be a club sponsor and participant with PCC and a major contributor to PCC’s Scholarship 
Program.  We are pleased to continue our sponsorship for an additional year, through 2022, and 
committed to contributing $1,000 to the club’s scholarship fund plus an additional $500 
scholarship contribution for continued excellent college academic performance for previous 
scholarship awardees.  
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Speed Ventures is a motorsports group operating out of California which has been organizing 
track events since 2001. We organize lapping days, driving schools, time trials, and races in 
California and Nevada, providing a fun environment to learn the limits of your car and improve 
your driving abilities. We offer instruction in performance-driving techniques, optional AMB 
transponder-based timing at all events, and an opportunity to affordably live your dream of 
driving your car on a real racetrack. We can also arrange for race car rentals and professional 
race-driving instruction. 
Our mission is to provide the highest quality track experience for the best value. With safety as 
a driving concern, we strenuously work to make our events run smoothly and professionally. 
Additionally, we set rigid registration limits to keep traffic to a minimum and maximize your 
driving enjoyment. 
 
www.speedventures.com 
(323) 973-7744 
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Transforming the current capabilities of telemedicine, the award winning, clinical-grade 
MedWand allows a doctor to gather info that typically requires an in-person visit over the 
internet in real time. With MedWand, doctors and clinicians can conduct comprehensive video 
consultations and physical exams over the Internet, including real-time monitoring and 
recording of key vitals. Collected data can include core temperature, blood oxygen saturation 
and pulse rate, heart, lung and abdominal auscultations, electrocardiogram, and high definition 
otoscopic, oropharynx, and dermatoscopic exam images. MedWand can also seamlessly 
capture of 3rd party vitals such as blood pressure, blood sugar, spirometry, weight, and body 
mass data, all integrated with popular EHR and patient management solutions. The ergonomic 
MedWand and associated cloud-based software platform were created by a team of physicians 
and medical device engineers to enhance the quality and accessibility of health care services 
for clinicians and patients, regardless of physical location. The company offers MedWand and 
VirtualCare software for applications that include hospitals, field clinics, nursing homes, 
schools, and workplaces, wherever Internet access is available. For more information 
visit www.medwand.com. 
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Selling Real Estate 
as Fast as I drive this car! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While I may be newer to the area, I am not new to Real Estate.  Coming from Silicon Valley, 
one of the most competitive markets in California, I know what it takes to get your home sold 
or your offer accepted.   
 
I obtained my license while working as a manager for a well-known company named after a 
certain fruit (also known as the world’s most admired company).  After leaving there to pursue 
real estate full-time, I would come full circle and work with a brokerage that provided relocation 
services to that same company! 
 

1. Licensed since 2008, Broker licensed since 2014 
 

2. Proud member of Orange County Realtors Association, CA Association of Realtors, 
National Association of Realtors 

 
3. Awards received:  Salesmaster Award ($5+ million in sales), Hall of Fame Award ($12.2+ 

million in sales), two-time Presidents Club Award ($9.1+ million in sales), Women’s 
Council of Realtors 2012 Realtor Member of the Year 

 
 

 
Mo Wise 
Broker Associate/Realtor 
eXp Realty of California, Inc. 
Business email:  Mo@Wiseplaces.com 
(949) 449-0906 
www.WisePlaces.com 
DRE# 01842781 
 

 
 
Let’s strategize on how I can accelerate your Real Estate dreams! 
eXp Realty is nationwide - let me know how I can help your friends/family. 
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Editor’s Notes 
 

Since this issue of the newsletter is not too long, I decided to add a bit of fiction.  Please don’t 
think badly of me.  I don’t advocate gun violence, and murder is not in my toolkit.  It just seemed 
to be a bizarre ending to an innocuous story about buying and owning a Corvette.  And Susan 
and I don’t even own a red Corvette anymore! 
 
As editor, I get to wish you all a happy Thanksgiving.  I hope you enjoy family and friends, just 
as we will.  If there are infrequent visitors joining you, consider taking them for a ride in your 
‘Vette before (or after) dinner.  I’m sure they will appreciate it.   
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