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President’s Corner

Mo Wise
Just a short and sweet note from me this month as I didn’t want to suffer the consequences of not
submitting an article. While our Editor appears to be mild-mannered, let me assure you he can be
as scary as trying to pass a California smog test after doing some engine tuning work!
As we enter the last few months of 2022, our attention begins to turn toward the holidays. Because
I’ve been slightly preoccupied with setting up life in a different state, I am way behind on creating
the flyer for our Holiday Mixer. I will have it out soon since our deadline for tickets is approaching.
Since we have quite a few new members and prospects, let me explain a little about how it all
works.
This is a holiday mixer AND ugly holiday sweater contest. You can buy an ugly holiday sweater,
or you can make one. It just has to be the ugliest thing in creation. And because the weather can
be unpredictable, we will also allow ugly holiday t-shirts. Everyone MUST wear an ugly holiday
shirt. That is part of the fun seeing everyone dressed this way. What’s better is that it’s held at
the Elks Lodge in Mission Viejo. Since it’s football season, you can rest assured that there will be
lodge members and their guests in the bar wondering what in the heck is going on in that one crazy
banquet room.
Speaking of rooms, we booked the larger room so that we can accommodate everyone that wants
to attend, and we can also space out our seating. We were a bit jam-packed in the smaller room
last year, so we are correcting that. Additionally, more space means, yup, you guessed it, MORE
runway so that you can sashay your way down the catwalk!
The cost to attend is $10 per person which will also get you one raffle ticket. Additional raffle
tickets will be sold, and we’ll have a good assortment of baskets to win.
This is a mixer, meaning it’s appetizers and desserts. We are asking that each couple bring one
appetizer to share. We will supply the desserts.
The best way to secure your spot is to email me (getmobaby@gmail.com) and let me know you
want to attend. The $10 per person fee is due by Sunday, November 20th. Make checks payable
to PCC and mail them to me or bring them to the November meeting.
It’s going to be FUN, FUN, FUN so don’t miss out!
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Sandy Savanich
Greetings PCCr’s,

October 2022
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For the past several years PCC “Cambrians” ventured to the POZO Saloon for lunch on Friday in
a caravan led by Ray and Nancy Marshall. Sadly, POZO is closed for the foreseeable future with
the promise it will re-open, but primarily as a music venue. Without a replacement outing, Bob
and Ray came up with an alternative. The Parkfield Café located in the “Earthquake Capital of
the World”, Parkfield, CA. Population 18. Yep, you read that right, only 18.
Ray was going to lead us up to Parkfield, but he discovered he had a problem with the right rear
wheel on Nancy’s 2018 ZO6. Seems it cracked and leaked air on the way up to Cambria. Luckily,
he brought his compressor to pump it up when it bled down. Because of this issue, Ray and Nancy
were unable to go on the Parkfield run. Bob led 10 Corvettes (20 members) over the 63-mile
run. Several miles of the journey were over some slightly rough stretches of back roads, but for
the most part, the 150-mile round trip was uneventful.
It took about 75 minutes to navigate the route. Once in Parkfield, we found the place to be
exceptional. The café was just what you would expect. Cowboy-themed with saddles for bar
stools, branding irons hanging from the ceiling, and plenty of seating for our group. The food was
exceptional, the staff courteous and the gift shop perfect for souvenir hunters. There’s a treehouse
and USGS (United States Geological Survey) facility on site along with other interesting buildings
to explore.
After an hour-long lunch, the group headed out to the James Dean Memorial Monument
approximately 22 miles away on highways 46 and 41 over backroads somewhat better than those
we came up on. Then we jumped on the 46 for our return to the Sea Otter. All in all, it was a great
day except for the fact that Ray and Nancy didn’t make it.
From the responses Bob and I received from those in attendance, it looks like this excursion could
become the replacement for the Friday POZO run.
Oh, I almost forgot, the warm, crispy apple dumplings alone are worth the trip.
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On to PCC business…
RECENT PCC EVENTS
September
September 7 - PCC Monthly Meeting at Campus Jax, 3950 Campus Drive, Newport Beach at 6:30
PM. Come early to have a bite to eat and socialize.
September 10 – Kick Tires at Knowlwoods 8:00 AM – Coordinator: Ken James - Cancelled due
to restaurant repairs
September 16 – Food Court Friday at Crossroads Shopping Center – Coordinators: Ray and Nancy
Marshall
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September 17 – South OC Cars and Coffee at the Outlets in San Clemente
Depart Carls Jr, San Juan by 8:00 AM, Coordinators: Bob and Sandy Savanich
September 17 – Funari Automotive Collection and lunch – Coordinator: Bob Rose
September 24- Cruisin’ For A Cure at OC Fairgrounds- Coordinators: Kandra & Ritchie Longo.
September 29-October 2 – PCC Cambria Weekend – Coordinators: Ray and Nancy Marshall.
Pianetta Winery – Coordinators: Gary Lane & Jan Young
Cruise and lunch to Earthquake Capital of World Parkfield Ca Coordinators: Bob and Sandy
Savanich
Annual Cambria Bingo game- Coordinator: Kate Riggs
UPCOMING PCC EVENTS
OCTOBER
October 5 - PCC Monthly Meeting at Campus Jax, 3950 Campus Drive, Newport Beach at 6:30
PM. Come early to have a bite to eat and socialize.
October 8- Kick Tires Breakfast Meeting, Knowlwoods at 5 and Sand Canyon in Irvine at 8:00
AM
October 14 – Food Court Friday- Coordinators: Ray and Nancy Marshall
October 15 – Laguna Woods Pancake Breakfast & Car Show- 8:30 am – 12:30 pm at Florence
Sylvester Senior Center – Coordinator: David Yeates
October 15- NCCC Sanctioned 16th Annual Vapor Trail Corvette Blast in Santa Maria. No
coordinator.
October 22 – Newport Beach Annual Car & Truck Show- 8:00 am – 4:00 pm- No coordinator.
REGISTER NOW by contacting John Gleason at 949-981-3867. Car show, Halloween costumes,
and Oktoberfest all in one!
October 23 – PCC Making Strides Against Breast Cancer – Coordinator: Jane Barnes -please sign
up now! Meet up at 6:30 sharp at Ralph’s in the Aliso Viejo Town Center in Costa Mesa for the
drive to Segerstrom. Designated parking spaces will be reserved on the walk route. Over at 10:30
AM.
NOVEMBER
November 2 - PCC Monthly Meeting at Campus Jax 6:30 PM - 3950 Campus Drive, Newport
Beach at 6:30 PM. Come early to have a bite to eat and socialize.
November 5 – Angeles Crest Run and lunch- Coordinator: Mike Corlett
November 11- Tustin Veterans Day Car Show at Veterans Sports Park. No coordinator.
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November 12 – Vettes for Veterans Car Show in Carlsbad – Coordinator: David Yeates
DECEMBER
December 3- Annual Toys for Marines at the San Clemente Outlet Mall Coordinator s: Bob and
Sandy Savanich
December 4 – PCC Holiday Mixer and Ugly Sweater Contest at MV Elks Lodge. Coordinators:
Mo Wise and Sandy Savanich
December 7- PCC monthly meeting at 6:30 PM at Campus Jax, 3950 Campus Drive, Newport
Beach at 6:30 PM. Come early to have a bite to eat and socialize.
December 10- Laguna Niguel Holiday Parade, Coordinator: Mo Wise, derails TBD
PLEASE BE SURE TO GET YOUR PAYMENTS IN FOR THE FOLLOWING:
December 4 –
Holiday Mixer and Ugly Sweater Contest – Please RSVP to Mo Wise and prepay $10 PP by
November 20th.
January 21, 2023PCC Loco Motion Commotion Awards banquet. Please sign up and pay $60 PP ASAP. The
deadline is January 4th but early payment is appreciated. RSVPs and payments should be sent to
Jane Barnes.
Future events along with additional information for ALL events can be found on the club calendar
at www.PCCVettes.org.
As VP I’m tasked with scheduling all PCC events and managing the club calendar. When you’re
ready to host an event, please contact me with your proposed dates to confirm availability. Prepare
your flyer with details and send it to me ASAP to be added to the PCC calendar.
Save the Wave..It’s Corvettetiquette!
Sandy Savanich

Historian suggestion for your event flyers- please include
a request that pictures from your event be sent to the
Historian at: historian@pccvettes.org.
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OCTOBER CELEBRATIONS
Anniversaries
Rene Moya & Liyan Wang
Theresia & Dennis Olson
Harvey & Cate Riggs

Oct 06
Oct 10
Oct 27

Chris & Molly Knox
Kathy & Jerry Zechmeister
Don & Pat Fedderson

Oct 09
Oct 26
Oct 28

Valerie Del Carlo
Bob Rose
Sima Reid
Lee Scott
Mary Myers
Rich Haas
Jeff Bowman
Joni Knapp

Oct 04
Oct 06
Oct 12
Oct 14
Oct 18
Oct 20
Oct 21
Oct 28

Birthdays
Marker Wise
Jim Robinson
Robin Woods
Gina McCue
Kristine Miller
Mark Smith
Randy Hines
Pat Fedderson

Oct 04
Oct 05
Oct 07
Oct 03
Oct 17
Oct 20
Oct 20
Oct 28

Years In Club

Dan & Donna Fost
Gary & Joyce Uchino
Bob & Linda Kinsella
Harvey & Cate Riggs
Eugene & Helga Ral
Jim Carter
Al Krausa & Kitty Rede
Mike Jaques & Joanne Miller
Mike & Sheri Colette
Chris & Molly Knox
Jerry & Kathy Zechmeister

Year Joined

Date Voted In

Years

2002
2003
2004
2005
2009
2015
2017
2018
2019
2019
2021

10/01/2002
10/03/2003
10/07/2004
10/01/2005
10/04/2009
10/07/2015
10/04/2017
10/03/2018
10/02/2019
10/02/2019
10/06/2021

20
19
18
17
13
7
5
4
3
3
1

Please note: Birthday and Anniversaries come from information on the PCC Roster.

If there is an error,
please contact Ted Sickles to update the information on the roster. He will ignore you unless you offer him a bribe.
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Cars and Copters, Sunday, October 16 – 10 to 3
Carl Jablonski
Last year I attended a great car show in Huntington Beach. It’s a fundraiser for the Huntington
Beach Police Community Foundation. A truly great and timely cause!
As a Retired Senior Volunteer for the department (RSVP), once again I will be showing off my
C8 and have donated my fee to be in the enclosed (featured) helicopter area. I will be in uniform
and would like to encourage others to become a volunteer.
Of course, it’s nice having one (or two) Corvettes among all the million-dollar Bugattis,
Lamborghinis, and Ferraris. Nothing like a little American muscle noise to quiet the whining
exotics, eh?

I hope to see you there!
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The History of PCC’s Scholarship Program
Don Wilder
In early April 2018, PCC’s club membership approved the Pacific Coast Corvettes Scholarship
Program, the first in the club’s history, and the creation of the initial scholarship fund in the amount
of $1500. The scholarship award would be limited to graduating high school senior students
enrolling in college or university S.T.E.M. majors or qualified trade schools focusing on
automobile development, technology, maintenance, or repair. Changes to our program have been
made to reflect changes in the general educational environment; students’ interests and attitudes;
districts, schools, and administrators/advisors’ interest in promoting available scholarships, and
various other ways to adapt to the needs of the community we intend to serve.
That first year the scholarship award was offered only to seniors graduating from one of the high
schools in the Saddleback Unified School District and fewer than ten students applied. In the
following years, the number of applicants has grown from that small number to nearly 60 last year.
The fund amount has increased to $3000 and to date, has been supported solely by sponsor
donations – no other club revenues have been applied to the scholarship program. And the success
of the scholarship awardees continues as well.
The first scholarship awardee selected by Scholarship Committee was a bright and promising,
high-achiever, agricultural sciences major from Mission Viejo High School class of 2018, Brianne
Shannon, who is now finishing her studies at Cal State Chico. Her goal is to teach agriculture
technology to at the high school and university levels.
The committee selected as the 2019 scholarship awardee Justing Mudge, a student at Saddleback
College’s Automotive Technology program studying for and determined to earn every AutoTech
certificate offered and ultimately become a highly qualified and sought-after field mechanic for
diesel heavy equipment, work he’d come to learn and love during two tours of duty in the Middle
East as a U.S. Marine. At last contact, Justin was still finishing several classes at Saddleback and
working as a full-time mechanic for a local major automobile dealership.
PCC’s third scholarship awardee was Santiago Guerero, class of 2020 from Laguna Hills High
School. While in high school, Santiago was working part-time in his family’s business, rebuilding
and modifying his own Chevy El Camino and maintaining excellent grades. Santi, as he prefers
to be called, attended Saddleback College but soon found a different calling. He acquired his
California real estate license. He has since gone on to start his own business installing, moving,
and selling office furniture for established businesses. He still takes selected business classes at
Saddleback College, has two employees, and now, barely past the age of 21, has recent earnings
in the low six figures and his company is just getting started. He credits PCC’s scholarship award
as a step toward his success.
Alyssa Martinez was PCC’s scholarship recipient for 2021. Alyssa, is a success story from San
Clemente High School’ AVID Program (Google it), who, coming to our country as an eighthgrade student with essentially no understanding of English, took mostly AP classes throughout
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high school and earned grades acceptable for admission to nearly any college of her choice. She
is currently attending Cal State Fullerton, and at last contact was continuing to do well.
The most recent and fifth PCC scholarship recipient is another high-achiever, Danny Flores, a
graduate of San Clemente High School class of 2022 and a beneficiary of their AVID program.
Danny maintained a 4.6 overall GPA and recently enrolled in Cal State Long Beach’s digital
media, animation, and illustration program.
Having said all that, it’s clear that the scholarship program has been viable and successful for five
consecutive years now. The first scholarship committee consisted of then-club president Bob
Rose, Gene Insley, and this writer. Everyone in the club I’ve spoken to about PCC’s scholarship
program joins with all who have served on the scholarship committee (which has changed from
year to year) in taking some pride that our club helps young people and gives back to our
community in this way.
This writer has heard from several committee members that after reading the applications and
interviewing the potential awardees, (1) the decision to choose a winner who stands out from the
other high-quality, hard-working, strong-character candidates is a difficult one, and (2) that if this
group of young people is representative of the future leaders of our country, we are in good hands.
There is a modicum of pride to be had in being a part of the team that meets, interviews, and selects
these young applicants
OK, here comes the pitch. No one has stepped forward to offer to serve as Scholarship Committee
Chairperson. Without a chairperson, there will be no PCC Scholarship Program. Please give
serious consideration to helping make PCC an organization a little bit better than the rest. Please
let Mo Wise or Sandy Savanich know that you are a candidate for Scholarship Committee
Chairperson. Rest assured that there are a number of previous scholarship committee members
who will help you with any questions you may have.
I for one do not care to have the Scholarship Committee Chairperson go the way of the Blockbuster
video stores, pay phones, and dot matrix printers. PCC needs you!
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September 17th Was a Good Day
Don Wilder
Prelude: (Writer’s note: When I embarked on this PPC outing, I never intended to write an article
about it for our club’s newsletter, Corvette Waves. So, what few pictures I took were for me, and
I took no notes nor tried to remember any details of the visit. But, later, somehow, I found myself
agreeing to a request to write an article about it. So, apologies any for lack of more and better
pictures, names, numbers, or other tidbits of interesting information about this outing.)
On the somewhat overcast Saturday morning of September 17th, by my count a record turnout of
37 PCC Corvettes, plus a half dozen or so other non-PCC Vettes who snuck into our line) showed
up for the premium early entry and preferred parking area arranged by Bob Savanich (hereinafter
referred to as ‘Bob S’ – too many Bobs) at the San Clemente Cars & Coffee meet.
As if this large gathering and fellowship of PCC’rs wasn’t great fun enough, all possible because
of Bob S’s personal relationship with Cars & Coffee organizer and leader Simon Wehr, Bob Rose
(hereinafter referred to as ‘Bob R’) distributed copies of driving instructions to what turned out to
be another ‘most excellent’ follow-on event. Those directions led the group of nearly 30 PCCers
from the San Clemente Outlets 40-some-odd miles up the I-5 and 405 into Long Beach, took us
through what Bob R’s directions (correctly) described as a “sketchy residential neighborhood”,
and onto a short dead-end street that one might kindly call an older, light industrial area.
Upon arrival, my first thought was that this seemed an unlikely, maybe unsuitable, or even unsafe
location for a multi-million-dollar car collection. Did I feel it safe to leave my Vette parked here
on this street out of my sight? But feeling a modicum of security in the concept of ‘safety in
numbers’, plus the idea that my comparatively ordinary and vanilla Corvette would likely not be
the first choice of thieves or vandals when compared to so many other much more delectable PCC
Vettes from which to choose, and after we all found a place to park, those thoughts vanished.
Bob R, to let us know where we were to assemble, had parked his beautiful black ’19 ZR1, clearly
identifiable with its massive airfoil wing, only slightly smaller than that of a Boeing 737, right in
front of the building’s big roll-up door where Dr. Bob Funari’s (hereinafter referred to as ‘Bob F’)
personal and eclectic collection of interesting and unique automobiles is housed.
We were ready to go inside to see the collection. This collection is kept
in two separate buildings, one for his special ‘collection’, and a second
one nearby for his ‘daily drivers’ (any of which most of us would lust
to own and will likely never even drive. Bob F met the group of PCC’rs
at the door and extended his personal invitation to come in, see and
learn about his stable of interesting automobiles. Bob F and his wife
Pam were gracious hosts and seemed as pleased for us to see the cars
and answer any questions as we were to be there to see and learn about
them.
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I searched the internet for pictures of some of Bob F’s cars that I could cut and paste into this
article . . . without success. But what I did find was the website where he shares pictures far better
than I could take with my old iPhone 8 and narratives much more informative and accurate than I
might contrive from my often not-so-reliable memory. Unfortunately, that site does an effective
job of protecting against image usurpers such as me. So, no cutting and pasting.
So, while the few pictures shown below are those I took, I suggest that readers click on the
following link for a much better of the display we saw.
Go to:
https://robertfunari.slickpic.com/albums/Automobile-Collection/?wallpaper . And check out the
YouTube video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4DZZC4uiGfE you have further curiosity
and a half hour to spare.
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Bob F likes horsepower. Almost every, if not all cars in Bob F’s special collection (i.e., those
housed in the first building we visited) and some of his daily drivers have been modified by engine
swaps, and/or engine modifications to increase horsepower, and many have driveline, suspension,
brake system and other modifications to handle that additional power. One thing that impressed
me about this, I believe, but am not certain, is that every car in his collections, even after all the
aforementioned modifications, is drivable on the street and has a current valid California
registration. And, among all his cars, special collectible or daily driver, I was unable to find even
one tiny or slight swirl in the paint. How can that be? Amazing!
The pictures above were taken in the first building we visited where Bob F keeps the very special
and unique cars of his personal collection. The pictures below were taken in the second building
we visited, where he keeps his stable of “daily drivers”, including a Bentley convertible, a
Mercedes SL65AMG V-12 bi-Turbo, an 1100 HP Lucid EV, a beautiful little Lotus (the model I
don’t recall) that Bob F referred to as likely his favorite one to drive, and several other cars the
names of which I don’t remember, two RV’s, an enclosed trailer to haul his cars, an ‘indoor’
Sinclair gas station that includes an office, lift and shop, plus collections of old restored gasoline
pumps, vintage porcelain oil company signage, car grilles, parking meters, old tune-up and
diagnostic equipment, and art on the walls.
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All in all, Bob F and his wife Pam (shown above seated talking with Alyson Rose) were wonderful
hosts, down-to-earth good people who shared their love of automobiles with PCC visitors.
After our tour of this amazing collection, Bob F and Pam joined the PCC group at a very interesting
place for lunch. Curly’s Café sits high atop nearby Signal Hill and was the final stop on Bob R’s
PCC agenda for the day. One thing that makes Curly’s unique are the two oil wells that sit in the
parking lot, one of which still is pumping crude oil, bobbing up and down day and night sucking
up black gold. A restaurant employee advised that the other well only recently stopped
“production’’ sometime during Covid. Another interesting thing about Curly’s, established and
continuously operating since 1932, is that the walls of the café, its full bar and two large meeting
rooms are all littered with photographs and memorabilia about local history and the oil industry
that once defined Signal Hill. The menu offers lots of traditional American food selections, and
the place has a warm, old-ti mey feel about it.
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At day’s end, it was three fun and interesting
events rolled into one. Altogether, the Cars &
Coffee show, the Bob F collection, and Curly’s
lunch made for a great day. Not bad for the price
of a few gallons of gasoline and a good lunch.
Thanks to the three Bobs.
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Arising from the Ashes
Bob Rose
Most of you know some of this story, and some of you know most of it. A few of you new
folks don’t know any of it, but now you shall all know all of it (assuming you actually read
this).
My interest in Corvettes has always been primarily for competitive events. Track days,
autocross, road rallies, drag racing, etc. Of course, we come for the cars and stay for the
people, and PCC has lots to offer, but I’m not really big into car shows or polishing the
fenders. I’d rather get the car(s) dirty doing something fun.
I joined PCC 9 years ago with my first Corvette, a 2004 C5 Z06 that I went on to autocross
extensively with SCCA’s Cal-Club and San Diego regions. I sold that car (and recently bought
it back, but that’s a different story) and bought a 2015 Torch Red Z06 from DC Motors in
2015. It was of course a former Ron Fellows car, used as a track demonstrator at Spring
Mountain for a few months. As was the case with the 2015 & 2016 Z06s, that car had some
serious overheating problems, particularly on the track, and I go to the track often for HighPerformance Driving Events. I even added an additional supercharger cooling tank, but it
didn’t help much. I kept it for 2 years and then purchased a 2017 Long Beach Red Z06 again
from DC Motors, and again a former Ron Fellows car. By 2017, GM had worked out the
cooling problems. I had both cars for a while but really had no use for the 2015 with the 2017
in the stable so it found a new home.
I campaigned the 2017 Z in
both 2018 and 2019 in the
Wilwood
Corvette
Challenge. This event is a
series comprised of 10
different races at 8 different
tracks around the Southwest
region (three are at Autoclub
Speedway). In 2018 I tied for
2nd, missing the top of the
podium by only 3 points
(less than 1 second) across
the entire series. In 2019 I
won the series outright in the
Super Modified class. Keep
in mind the car was, with the
exception of colder plugs
and a tune, bone stock.
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For 2020 I thought I would enhance the car and see if I could improve my times. That’s when
the trouble started. The first thing I did to the car was to add an Afe power intake system. I
had done this to the 2015 and got a pretty good horsepower increase and no problems. The
2017 didn’t like it nearly as much. GM had tightened up the control limits on the supercharger
barometric pressure sensor. The new intake increased the airflow and raised the internal
pressure just past the sensor setting at high speeds on the track. It was like clockwork. At
exactly 130 mph the sensor would fault, and the car would go into limp mode. I could clear it
with a reader in seconds, which would work until the next time I hit a long straightaway. A
C7 Z06 will hit 130 at the end of the front straight at both Willow Springs and Laguna Seca
Raceway, and about halfway down the front straight at ACS. Occasionally on the back straight
at ACS too. Obviously, this needed to get fixed, which caused my next mistake.
I was referred to a tuner in LA whom I had not used before but had a lot of experience with
C7 conversions. All I wanted him to do was tune out the pressure sensor problem. However,
he talked me into a pulley conversion to kick up the supercharger boost. The price was right,
and I went for it. When is more horsepower a bad thing? The problem with increased boost is
the need for increased intake cooling. This is normally done with a water/methanol injection
system with the injector mounted right near the throttle body on the intake. The challenge of
installing a methanol injection system is where to put the tank. The right way to do it is to put
the tank in the back and plumb the hoses to the front of the engine. Even then it isn’t entirely
safe. If you have ever seen a top fuel funny car explode it’s usually the methanol fuel tank
that detonates first. Plus, with a Corvette, if you mount the tank in the back, you can’t stow
the roof anymore. The alternate way to keep the methanol tank out of the inside of the car is
to re-purpose the washer fluid tank. That’s what we did.
Along comes the 2020 Wilwood challenge. Even during the height of Covid, we had an
abbreviated season scheduled. It turned out that after all that work, the car was still going into
limp mode in the mid-130 mph range, so I couldn’t compete until I got that fixed. Back to LA
for another try. Things seemed to be better, and I went to a Speed Ventures open track day in
early August 2020. I ran the first two sessions without any problems and in fact saw a personal
best at ACS in the car the second session out. I was also instructing that day, but instead of in
car, it was lead-follow because of Covid, with the students lined up behind me like ducklings.
That’s when it happened.
Going super-slow, like 40mph, with ducklings in tow I rounded turns 5-6 at ACS. It’s a lefthand 180-degree sweeper. The windows are down of course, and I got a face full of fuel fumes.
I knew something was very wrong. I immediately pulled the car off the track to the right into
the grass and as I was slowing down flames appeared through the center hood vent.
Fortunately, none of the students pulled off behind me. They probably saw the smoke. I
stopped the car and reached for the fire extinguisher. Just then, flames started appearing above
the left front tire. Guess where the washer tank filled with highly explosive methanol is
located! Seeing a fire truck coming and the situation developing near the methanol tank I
bailed, intentionally not opening the hood to add more air to the fire. Just as I got around to
the back of the car the methanol tank exploded, sending a fireball 30 feet into the air and
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blowing most of the left front fender clean off the car. The fire was stubborn too. Forensics
later proved that the source of the fire was actually the high-pressure fuel line, which had
broken at the fitting into the fuel rails. The high-pressure side of the fuel system in these cars
puts out almost 2000 PSI of fuel pressure and until the fire burned through enough of the
wiring, we could not shut it off. In the meantime, the firemen were trying to get the hood open.
The interior where the release is located was now involved in the fire so they used giant pry
bars, breaking the right fender, the hood, the windshield, and a bunch of other body parts that
may have been salvageable. There was already nothing left of the left side of the car.

Eventually, the fire was out about the 4th time they thought they had it under control. What a
mess. There was very little left in the engine compartment that wasn’t toast or completely
melted. The brake and clutch master cylinders were no longer visible, as in completely gone,
the entire fuel system was involved, all the coils had melted, most of the wiring was
obliterated, 2/3 of the firewall had melted, and a frame member had also cracked from the
heat. It was obviously a total loss.
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After
several
months and very
little love from my
insurance company,
I decided to part it
out. I brought the car
to my shop where I
have a lift and
started to tear it
down. Only I didn’t
get very far. I had
spoken with the
collision
center
manager at Selman
Chevrolet about the
car and he agreed to
take a look at it, see
what we could
salvage, and make
me an offer. Even
with all the external damage the drive train, including the engine (less everything bolted to it),
was essentially intact. They had the car for two weeks and Mike (the manager) asked me to
come up. This was now the beginning of August 2021, almost a year to the day after the fire.
As everyone in PCC
knows, the value of a lot
of our cars has increased
considerably since 2020.
The 2017 & up Z06’s
included. Depending on
miles and condition they
go anywhere from mid
$80K to as much as
$95K. This changed the
entire financial dynamic
of restoring the car to
like new if it could be
done. It only had 13,000
miles on it when it
burned.
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I got the car back on Monday, August 29th, 2022, 13 months after I dropped it off at Selman.
Many of you saw it at the last meeting. It has been restored to completely stock and brandnew condition. It runs as well or even better than the day I bought it. I see some people in the
club bash Selman for one thing or another, but never the collision center. These guys do more
Corvette body repair than anyone in the Southland. They are the only certified frame shop in
SoCal for the ZR-1, and arguably the only shop that could have repaired my fire damage,
particularly the frame crack. Working with aluminum frames is a very specialized and rare
skill set and these guys simply rock at everything they did with my car. No one who saw the
car after the fire thought this could be done. Once we got the engine out, we thought we had
maybe a 50/50 chance. It became a house challenge for Selman and a matter of honor for all
of us not to give up on it the deeper we got into the restoration. I am so happy we kept going,
and today it is as good as new. After all of this work, the only thing it had to go back for was
the washer fluid motor not working and a minor problem with the passenger seat controls.
We named it Burnie of course, and today it is comfortably tucked into my garage back home
with its C5 (Rerun) and C7 ZR-1 (Ziggy) brothers waiting for the next PCC event, perhaps an
occasional autocross, but Burnie’s days on the track are over except to spectate.
Home again, good as new:

Corvette Waves
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Just North of Cambria
Pete Dolbee
With only two weeks to go before Cambria weekend, Susan and I took another trip north just
because we needed to ensure the C8 was adequately prepared for the PCC weekend and consume
a bit more of our precious natural resources (gasoline). Besides, the weather forecasts were much
cooler up there, and there was a chance of rain. It did.
Actually, the purpose of the trip was to meet
up with my sister and her son, and my
daughter and her husband to see my nephew
race ….... wait for it…... his Corvette at the
National Auto Sport Association (NASA)
Championships at Laguna Seca. It was a
great trip
We get the opportunity to meet up with
daughter Gina and her husband Jake
Hudson periodically, but I hadn’t seen my
sister or nephew Jake Latham (I know,
confusing, right?) in several years, so it was
truly fun catching up with them. My sister
Patty is only a year younger than me, so we
have much the same perspective. She and
her husband are both retired veterinarians
and horse owners, but for some reason, she
really likes car racing. I officiated at
nephew Jake’s wedding in Colorado, so we
have that connection, in addition to our
familial ties and mutual interest in cars.
Enough background.
Patty and her son “racer” Jake
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So, Jake Latham’s car is a 1997 C5.
It is red. He has owned it for some
1
20 years.
There still are a few
original Corvette parts on the car,
including the body structure, rear
bumper, doors, and taillights, but not
much else. The car was built to its
current configuration in Texas and
trucked out to California for the
race. It’s powered by an LS3 crate
motor with MoTeC fuel injection,
all hooked to a Holinger RD6
sequential transmission. The fuel
injection is made in Australia. More
on that later.

1

Actually, he sold the car to a friend who autocrossed it and later bought it back to convert it to a race car.
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The interior isn’t luxurious but has all sorts of “thingies” that make the car go fast. I didn’t see
any evidence of airbags, leather, or passenger seats. You know, things that make a car suitable for
everyday use. I couldn’t even find the glove compartment, but I think the thing in the black box
is the battery and there is a handy fire extinguisher if you are the Bob Rose type.
The NASA rules are very strict, and the classes are determined by the ratio of weight to
horsepower. So if a car is too light or the horsepower is too high, the car is disqualified from its
class. Weight is determined on the scales, and they have a dynamometer at the track to confirm
the horsepower rating. Of course, the latter is determined with the engine running throughout its
rev range.
Apparently, there is a lack of trust by the sanctioning body, since they are determined to evaluate
the code that drives the fuel injection system, and thus the horsepower for the car. The fuel
injection system for Jake’s car is a proprietary Australian system, and the company has “locked”
the black box that drives the EFI. Well, that caused much consternation until the company agreed
to unlock the code to provide the data. All of that controversy caused Jake to make multiple trips
with the car to the dynamometer, but the NASA folks were mollified in the end. As a matter of
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fact, he had adjusted the horsepower slightly
below the allowable 330 horsepower
necessary to qualify for his class, so there
was really no concern.
We watched a series of races that he
participated in, and he consistently set the
fastest times. I don’t quite understand all the
nuances of the classes, but I think TT stands
for time trials, and ST stands for Super
Touring. The former relies on lap times to
determine the winner in each class and the
latter is an out-and-out race, with the winner
of the class taking home the trophy. Jake
won both.
It was unfortunate that we had to leave on
Saturday since we missed the grand finale,
but we enjoyed seeing Jake in action, and it
was fantastic learning of his ultimate wins.
Maybe he’ll do it again next year!
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2022 NASA Championships

Sorted on Laps
Laguna Seca Raceway 2.238 miles

Group E (ST2, ST4, AIX)
Championship Race

9/18/2022 16:15

Race started at 16:18:33
Pos

No.

Name

Class

Best Tm

Diff

In Lap

Color

Make/Model

Sponsor

American Iron Xtreme
1
2

7
E85

3

14

Sal Molinare

American Iron Xtreme

1:37.718

Charlie Bosselman

American Iron Xtreme

1:43.377

David Gordon

American Iron Xtreme

1:39.903

Jake Latham

Super Touring 2

1:33.344

Brett Strom

Super Touring 2

1:33.896

0.962

7.715
7 Laps

12

White/Blue

Ford Mustang

S p e c f a b R a c in g / C o r t e x R a c in g / S p e c ia l t y f a b r ic a t io n / A d t e k i n c . D ig M o t o r s

12

White

Ford Mustang

Bo ss Tru c k S h o p s

10

Black/Red

Ford Mustang

C an y o n C lu b B re w ery

10

Red

C h ev ro le t C o rv ette

10

Silver/Orange

Super Touring 2
1

5

2

67

BMW 320i

S tro m M o to rsp o rts

3

221

Oli Thordarson

Super Touring 2

1:35.511

5.270

12

White

Chevrolet Z06

A lv a k a / T r a c k s p e c / R a n s o m w a r e R E S C U E / A t t r a c k tio n / a F e P o w e r

4

17x

Ralph Warren

Super Touring 2

1:35.796

7.242

11

White/Orange

BMW M3

Beack Rock

Vic Pizzino

Super Touring 2

1:35.758

7.591

11

Blue/Red

BMW E46

R E D L IN E M E C H A N IC A L-S T R O M M O T O R S P O R T S

Michael Schneider

Super Touring 2

1:37.648

9.665

10

White/Red

Rush SR

F r e s n o P o w e r s p o r t s / L iq u iM o ly

Todd Clarke

Super Touring 2

1:35.963

31.286

11

Gray/Green

BMW E46

1:41.969

53.513

2

Dark Grey

Audi RS3 LMS

S p e e d O n e M o t o r s p o r ts

5 Laps

0

white/orange

Porsche 997.1

valimotorsports

Silver/Black

BMW M3 GTR

K id d e r M a t h e w s / L o w e G r o u p R a c in g

5

33

6

2

7

16

8

135

Greg Laube

Super Touring 2

9

100

Ana Predescu

Super Touring 2

111

Tyler Clarke

Super Touring 2

1:35.638

10

7 Laps

10

11

50

Chris Wynne

Super Touring 2

1:44.195

11 Laps

2

Yellow

Ford Mustang

F T W y n n e M o to rsp o rts

12

74

Ian Barberi

Super Touring 2

1:35.327

17 Laps

2

Black

BMW E36 M3

TC Design

1

83

Jason Beacham

Super Touring 4

1:38.584

3.987

White/Red/Blue

BMW M3

2

38

Team ST EDGE MV

Super Touring 4

1:37.834

4.434

2

GRY/GRN/WHT

BMW M3

E d g e M o t o r w o r k s / b im m e r w o r ld / H o o s ie r T ir e / F a t C a t m o t o r s p o r t s / T C D e s

2

Black

Bmw M3

S V M / R K M o t o r s p o r ts / T C D e s ig n s

Super Touring 4
11

3

424

Justin Sprugasci

Super Touring 4

1:38.745

5.300

4

146

Ed Fardos

Super Touring 4

1:39.672

5.980

19

Grey

BMW M3

G o o d S t e w a r d R a c in g

5

44

Scott Smith

Super Touring 4

1:38.406

6.282

19

Red

BMW M3

Bimmerworld

6

13

Team Mulhall Construction

Super Touring 4

1:39.540

9.309

12

Black

B M W E 3 6 M 3 (B l a c k )

M u lh a ll C o n s t ru c t io n

7

36

Lee Williamson

Super Touring 4

1:41.239

12

White/Orange/BLK

BMW M3

Edge Trackside

10.537

Chief of Timing: Corla Wade

Orbits
www.mylaps.com
Licensed to: NASA Rocky Mountain
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2022 NASA Championships
Group H (TTU, TT1, TT2, TTEV)

Laguna Seca Raceway 2.238 miles

TT Group H Final Results

Pos

No.

Name

Class

Overall BestTm

In Session

2nd Overall Time

2nd Session

Sponsor

TT1
1

Timothy Bidwill

TT1

1:31.743

Round 3

1:31.798

Round 3

2

71X

Joe Kellerman

TT1

1:32.748

Round 3

1:33.147

Round 3

3

838

40

Team All Gas No Brakes

TT1

1:34.399

Round 2

1:34.861

Round 1

5

Derrin Griffin

TT1

1:39.493

Round 2

1:40.748

Round 2

5

Jake Latham

4

Ben's Soft Pretzels

W ild Po n y M o t o rsp o rt s

TT2
1

TT2

1:32.197

Round 3

1:32.347

Round 3

Alessandro Sensoli

TT2

1:32.862

Round 3

1:33.256

Round 2

3

369

Frank Pacheco

TT2

1:34.594

Round 3

1:34.734

Round 2

4

22X

Ben Grambau

TT2

1:34.727

Round 3

1:35.327

Round 3

B la y z e M o t o r s p o r t s / G S p e e d / A M T M o t o r s p o r t s

2

19

A p e x W h e e ls / C o r t e x / O Z t u n in g

5

80

Josh Rubin

TT2

1:35.584

Round 1

1:36.776

Round 5

T o y o T ir e s / S C R P e r f o r m a n c e / S a r ia n M o t o r s p o r t s / S e e d s m a n / D o u g S h e lb y E n g in e

6

72

Joseph Cattaneo

TT2

1:36.147

Round 2

1:36.511

Round 2

Crg llc

7

68

David Gray

TT2

1:42.134

Round 2

1:42.517

Round 3

HD Motorsports

1:48.573

Round 1

1:50.753

Round 1

HD Motorsports

8
DQ

Michael Ehrhardt

TT2

308

9

Davis Harris

TT2

711

Round 1

Round 1

TTEV
1

Matthew Cresci EV

TTEV

1:39.879

Round 4

1:40.614

Round 4

R a t t le s n a k e E le c t r ic S p o r t

25

Jordan Priestley

TTEV

1:40.419

Round 2

1:40.499

Round 3

J D P M o to r s p o r t s / R e v o lt in g P e r fo r m a n c e

1

2x

Jonathan Finstrom

TTU

1:22.225

Round 2

1:22.436

Round 3

B u t t e r B o y s / W a f e r z / V 2 M o t o r s p o r ts / H o f f e r P e r f o r m a n c e / R o g e r K r a u s R a c in g

2

11

Craig Coker

TTU

1:29.599

Round 5

1:33.560

Round 5

U n p lu g g e d P e r fo r m a n c e

3

32

Steve Louden

TTU

1:42.089

Round 3

1:42.764

Round 3

HD Motorsports

2
TTU

4

210

Razvan Sporea

TTU

1:48.517

Round 5

1:48.847

Round 5

5

316

1:52.729

Round 3

1:55.283

RAZCO

Aaron Schwartzbart

TTU

Round 3

M O T O R G O S P E L M in is t r ie s / D J S a f e t y / S h o o t C u t D e liv e r / S p e c ia lt y - Z / H ip H o p W e e

DQ

22

James Paul

TTU

Round 1

Round 1

T it a n F u e l T a n k s / T e a m

DQ

5T

James Ingram

TTU

Round 1

Round 1

K ir b y 's & M ic k e y M a n t le 's S t e a k h o u s e

Jon Van Caneghem

TTU

Round 1

Round 1

7S ONLY RACING

Matthew Cresci

TTU

Round 1

Round 1

R a t t le s n a k e E le c t r ic S p o r t

DQ
DQ

7
51

T r o u b le / G r e g P a u l P r o d u c e / M a z d a / C a m e r o n R a c in g / E la n

Chief of Timing: Corla Wade

Orbits
www.mylaps.com
Licensed to: NASA Rocky Mountain
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The Right Stuff
Chris Chilton for Car Magazine (UK)

Corvette: the greatest American dynasty. But which is the best? We drive every generation –
including the new mid-engine convertible
Cars, like car magazines, come and go. Only a handful of names have the flexibility and cultural
clout to weather-changing tastes and regulatory obstacles. Even CAR's 60-year run looks
inconsequential next to the seven decades of service put down by America’s favorite sports car,
the plastic-fantastic Corvette.
The use of fiberglass as a body medium for the original C1 Corvette was a radical move for a
big OEM like GM. But underneath the 1953 Motorama show car’s Polo-white body with its
micro tail fins, it was mostly parts-bin stuff to keep costs down, though the 235 cubic-inch (3.9liter) straight 6 moved backward in the leaf-sprung, ladder-framed chassis to benefit weight
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distribution. It was also hopped up to 150bhp thanks to mods that included a third carb and
hotter cam.
That still made it less powerful than Jaguar’s similarly priced XK120, the only transmission
available was a two-speed Powerglide auto and buyers had to contend with iffy panel fit and
leaks. Sales were slow for the first two years and GM could have pulled the plug. Instead, it
pulled out the barely lit Blue Flame straight-six and dropped in Chevrolet’s brand new 265-cube
(4.3-liter) small-block V8 plus a three-speed manual in time to face off with Ford’s new alsotwo-seat Thunderbird.
The 0-60mph time fell from 11.0sec to 8.5 for ’55
thanks to the 195bhp small-block, and to as little as
5.7 seconds in 1957, when the V8 was opened up to
283 cubic inches (4.7 liters) and optionally available
with Ramjet mechanical fuel injection that claimed
283bhp – the mythical 1bhp per cubic inch. Bob
West’s ’57, the C1 you see here, is packing dual carbs
and slightly less heat. But its 245bhp punch still feels
strong today. It was seriously rock ’n’ roll for 1957.
As was the styling, which it inherited from the ’56
car. Fins were out (ironic, given they were growing
on every other Detroit car), contrast-color coving
was in, and the faired headlamps were replaced by
more traditional vertical lights. Later cars doubled up
on the number of front lights and the chrome, but
former drag racer West, who bought the C1 after a
string of TVRs, reckons the ’56-’57 look is the
pinnacle of first-generation Corvettes.
We think he’s right, and so does Peter Reeves, who
owns both a C1 and the stunning C2 Sting Ray coupe he’s brought along today. GM built a
fastback prototype in 1953, but it was another 10 years and the launch of the second-gen Vette
before a fixed-roof shell became a production reality, appearing in 1963 with exotic pop-up
headlights, independent rear suspension and a now-iconic split-rear-window design (dropped
after the first year).
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You could still buy a convertible
Vette, but it’s the hardtop, with its
inverted boat-tail rear and door
frames that cut deep into the roof,
that’s the definitive C2 shape –
perhaps the definitive Corvette
shape. It’s hard to believe it’s only
two years younger (and, if you go
by classic car polls, considered less
beautiful) than Jaguar’s E-Type.
It’s impossible not to make the
same comparison when you drop
into the black ‘bucket’ seat that’s
really more of a one-man bench.
An XKE, as the Jag was known in
the US, isn’t quite as cramped as Bob West’s C1, whose giant steering wheel’s worrying
proximity to your belly acts like a BMI danger-zone early warning device, but the roomy C2’s
cabin is far more comfortable than either. Think that the double-arch dashboard and full suite
of gauges look cool in the pics? That’s nothing to what it’s like actually being here. I feel so
damn icy cool, daydreaming that I’m off to collect Raquel Welch for a hot date at the Whisky a
Go Go, I fear my legs might snap off at the knees when I try to get out.
Twist the big fake-wood wheel to take up the on-center free play and the steering feels good
mid-corner, even if the recirculating ball set-up doesn’t connect you like an E-Type’s rack and
pinion. And with around 360 lb-ft ready to be deployed by your right foot courtesy of a now327 cubic-inch (5.4-liter) mill developing upwards of 300 bhp, there’s enough grunt that the
still-only-two-speed auto isn’t the disaster you’re expecting. Think of it instead as like driving
a single-speed EV while Detroit’s own MC5 kick out the V8 jams.
By the time Reeves’ ’66 was
built, you could order big-block
427 cubic-inch (7.0-litre) V8s
with up to 425 bhp and shouty
side exhausts. But most went for
a small-block convertible, and it
wasn’t until 1968 and the C3
Corvette (known as the Stingray
from 1969) that coupe buyers
finally outnumbered convertible
shoppers. Previewed by the 1965
Mako Shark II concept car, the
third-gen Vette carried over the
C2’s chassis and running gear,
but finally subbed the old Powerglide with a three-speed Turbo Hydramatic auto and clothed
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the lot in a swoopy Italian-looking body with standard removable T-tops and huge peaked front
wings that dominate the view from the driver’s seat. A 15-year production run makes the C3 the
most long-lived of all Corvettes and coincided with seismic shifts in the automotive landscape
that had huge ramifications for the way America’s two-seat sweetheart looked and drove.
Performance peaked in 1970, the
introduction of low-lead fuels causing
compression ratios that had been heading
towards diesel territory and power outputs to
plummet, and then appear lower still from
1972 when Detroit switched from fantasy
gross horsepower numbers to net ratings that
more closely resemble how engine output is
measured today. By 1975 the chrome
bumpers (victims of federal 5mph impact
regs) and big-block motors were toast and
every Corvette’s exhaust manifold gases
were herded through a single catalytic
converter, leaving the base 350 V8 with just
165bhp.
But Chevy hadn’t totally given up on performance. Steve Jenkins’ ’75 has the optional 205 bhp
L82 motor, a plaque on the console behind the surprisingly slick four-speed manual’s shifter
proudly stating its heady (for the time) 9.0:1 squeeze, and an optional gymkhana suspension
pack that perhaps explains why it steers incredibly well for an antique Yank.
And by 1982 the C3, which was essentially a dressed-up ’63, really was an antique. The C4
fixed that. Though not quite a modern unibody, the new chassis featured an integrated passenger
cell, rack-and-pinion steering, aluminum driveshaft and a lightweight fiberglass transverse rear
spring, plus another transverse leaf at the front in place of coils. Handling was on a different
plane, which is just as well because emissions stricter than a Rikers Island guard meant the first
1984 C4’s 5.7-liter V8 made just 205 bhp.
Yet only six years later a Corvette was one of the fastest cars on the planet thanks to help from
GM’s recent acquisition, Lotus. The Norfolk crew’s aluminum LT5 V8, with its double overhead
camshafts, sounds and feels incredibly refined next to its pushrod relatives, but it was the 375
bhp output and resulting 175 mph top speed and 4.5sec 0-60mph time that earned it the ‘King
of the Hill’ name. Stepping over the awkwardly high sill of Robert Green’s striking Competition
Yellow car reveals the C4’s improved legroom and a controller for the ZR-1-specific Bilstein
adjustable dampers and ZF six-speed manual – clearly, Lotus involvement wasn’t restricted to
the engine.
Though that engine got a boost to 405 bhp for 1993, Chevy undermined the ZR-1 in later years,
giving the base car the King’s convex rear panel, six-ratio ’box, and a vastly improved pushrod
V8 that made 300bhp from 1992 that cost a heap less to buy. C4 Corvettes are an even better
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value now, but Mark Eastwood knows the C5 that followed in the autumn of 1996 is the true
bargain in the Corvette world. A 345 bhp, 175 mph sports car with a Ferrari-style transaxle
layout but none of the Maranello-grade running costs for less than £15k? Damn right it’s a
bargain.
The now legendary 5.7-liter LS1
aluminum V8 that’s become the
go-to transplant motor for any
amateur engine swap is even
pretty good on fuel, capable of
nudging 30 mpg at a gentle
cruise.
And
doormanproportioned
Eastwood
appreciates
the
additional
legroom versus the C4 he owned
before. Standing somewhat
closer to ground level, I still find
myself wanting a seat set lower
and with more side support, but I
like the meaty steering, snappy
throttle
response,
and
fantastically clear instruments.
And the boot is enormous. I make
a mental note to check the
classifieds as soon as the shoot is
over.
Open that wallet a little wider, though, and you could be opening the throttle to unleash the 400
bhp of the C6 that came next. Expanding the V8 to 6.0 liters brought the new 2005 base
Corvette’s LS2 engine within 5 bhp of the previous C5 Z06 performance model’s LS6 for almost
$10k less, and automatic buyers now had six gears to play with instead of just four. The C6, like
the C5, was officially available in the UK, though only in left-hand drive. But Richard Evans’
2007 car was originally sold in Florida, meaning his C6 is cheaper to tax than a genuine Eurohomologated equivalent.
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Visually, the C5 and C6 look confusingly
similar from some angles, but Evans points
out that the newer car looks leaner and
sharper, and has fixed headlights, bringing
an end to 42 years of pop-up illumination.
The Z06 badge returned, this time signaling
a lightweight aluminum chassis frame, a
balsa wood (yes, really) and composite
floor, and an epic 7.0-litre LS7 V8
stomping out 505 bhp and an equally stout
470 lb. ft of tire-killing torque. But even
that looked meek next to the 2009 ZR1,
whose 638 bhp supercharged 6.2-liter LS9
was visible through a window in the carbon
bonnet and reined in by carbon brakes and
magnetorheological dampers.
By 2014 the Stingray name was back, and
even the 455bhp LT-1-powered base car had a fancy carbon bonnet, aluminum frame, quad
exhaust tailpipes, and a seven-speed manual gearbox with rev-matching software. And that was
only the start. A ’60s-style horsepower war raging worldwide meant Steve Saunders’ Z06
received a supercharged 6.2-liter V8, like the previous ZR1, but made even more power: 650
bhp, together with a road-wrinkling 650 lb-ft.
Saunders’ car oozes attitude, yet it’s got the traffic manners of a Honda Jazz, albeit one with a
Spidey Sense – a brush of brake or accelerator suggests zero inertia. The seats have decent
lateral support at last, the steering is just the right side of Ferrari-fast, and the drop-down
infotainment screen provides an answer to that age-old problem of where to stash your Glock 9
mm.
Or .500 Smith & Wesson, the world’s most powerful handgun, I’m told, if you step up to the C7
ZR1. Introduced for 2019 and equipped with a supercharger that’s 50 percent bigger than the
Z06’s, and a rear wing that would make a 911 GT3 feel inadequate, the ZR1 generated 755 bhp
and 715 lb.-ft of torque, leaving the world struggling to imagine how much further Chevy could
push the Corvette.
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Instead, Chevy really did start pushing it, as opposed to pulling it, placing the engine behind the
seats for the 2020 C8, finally productionising an idea it had been toying with for over 50 years.
I haven’t been that enamored with the C8’s Chinese-knock-off-Ferrari styling so far, but Ian
Stone’s car’s rich metallic red coat is light years better than the plain red alternative, giving the
C8 an expensive supercar look to match the promise of that new aluminum chassis and 40:60
weight distribution.
Something else is new, and I’m not talking about the Corvette’s first-ever (and sadly, mandatory)
dual-clutch transmission, incredible fighter-jet-style cockpit or weird square steering wheel. It’s
that for the first time in Vette history the steering wheel is on the ‘correct’ side for Brit drivers.
Stone waited two and a half years to get a genuine right-hooker and is so taken with the C8 he
finds he reaches for its keys ahead of his Ferrari 458s. Praise indeed, but perhaps not entirely
surprising given Chevy benchmarked the Ferrari during development, and that the C8 feels
vastly more sophisticated, even if its 475bhp European-tune LT2 V8 (US versions get up to 500
horses) still relies on pushrods to open its valves and looks conspicuously underpowered next
to (admittedly far pricier) mid-engined rivals.
The new Z06, though, and the other C8s heading this way, will meet those rivals head-on. The
Z06 gets a DOHC 5.5-litre V8 with 670 bhp, a Ferrari-style flatplane crank and an 8600rpm
redline, a teased hybrid car rumored to get the E-Ray name will give us the world first fourwheel-drive Corvette, and leaked documents suggest there’s a 1000 bhp Corvette waiting in the
wings. And don’t forget the obligatory electric version.
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Cars, like magazines, need to stay on their toes if they’re to survive and thrive. The Corvette
has weathered plenty of storms in its 69-year career and is proud of its back catalog – or at least
most of it. But like us, it’s itching to see where we’re all headed next.
NEED TO KNOW
The story so far...
Detroit does Europe, and in some style.
Explain the ranking…
Corvette as durable and as iconic as the Fifth Amendment – plus the cars aren't bad either.
Corvette in three words…
TVR that works.
Best car…
C8 to drive; the C2 to look at. Chevrolet? It’s hard to look past the era-defining ’57 Chevy but
look past it we will, to the Impala SS: to-die-for looks and lethal 409 horsepower performance
to boot.
Darkest hour…
California’s 1980 Vette: a ‘tiny’ 5.0-liter V8 and auto ’box.
The future looks…
Ultium. GM’s new battery-electric platform is rewriting the rulebook to become a thorn in
Ford’s side.
WE ARE FAMILY
…and we bloody love a leaf spring
1957 C1 284 DUAL QUAD CORVETTE PRICE $3176 then, £70,000 now POWERTRAIN
4.6-litre 16v V8, rear-wheel drive, two-speed auto PERFORMANCE 245bhp, 300lb-ft, 7.0sec
0-60mph (est), 120mph
The C1 (1953-1962) gets serious from ’55 (with V8 power) and sexy from ’56 (two-tone
Wurlitzer restyle). Early coupe prototype never makes production so all C1s are live-rear-axle
roadsters and have up to 360bhp.
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1966 C2 CORVETTE STING RAY PRICE $4084 then, £60,000 now POWERTRAIN 5.4litre 16v V8, rear-wheel drive, two-speed auto PERFORMANCE 300bhp, 360lb ft, 8.3sec 060mph, 115mph
C2 (1963-1967) brings the first coupe, though the split window doesn’t get a second season.
You can still get a convertible. Engines range from a 250bhp 5.7 to a monstrous 425bhp 7.0
during the C2’s brief run.
1975 C3 CORVETTE L82 PRICE $6550 then, £15,000 now POWERTRAIN 5.7-litre 16v
V8, rear-wheel drive, four-speed manual PERFORMANCE 205bhp, 255lb ft, 7.0sec 0-60mph,
130mph
C3 (1968-1982) arrives in muscle’s golden age but spends most of its 14-year career battling
increasingly tough safety and emissions regs. They kill big-block V8s after 1974 and ensure the
convertible doesn’t live to ’76.
1991 C4 CORVETTE ZR-1 PRICE $58,995 then, £20,000 now (ZR-1) POWERTRAIN 5.7litre 32v V8, rear-wheel drive, six-speed manual PERFORMANCE 375bhp, 370lb ft, 4.5sec
0-60mph, 175mph
The all-new C4 (1984-1996) is lighter, stiffer, grippier, and faster, despite just 205bhp. A new
generation of V8s lift that to 330bhp by ’96, but the high point is the Lotus-developed ZR-1
with a DOHC aluminum V8 and 175mph top speed.
2001 C5 CORVETTE PRICE $39,171 then, £15,000 now POWERTRAIN 5.7-litre 16v V8,
rear-wheel drive, four-speed auto PERFORMANCE 345bhp, 350lb ft, 5.3sec 0-60mph,
170mph
Aluminum LS V8 in C5 (1997-2004) is lighter and more powerful, giving the base Corvette
170mph. The transmission is at the back to improve handling. Manual-only Z06 gets upgraded
suspension, thin glass and up to 405bhp.
2007 C6 CORVETTE PRICE $44,995 then, £20,000 now POWERTRAIN 6.0-litre 16v V8,
rear-wheel drive, six-speed auto PERFORMANCE 400bhp, 400lb ft, 4.3sec 0-60mph, 186mph
The designers lose the pop-up lights for the C6 (2005-2013), drop in a bigger 6.0 V8 (later 6.2)
and resurrect two names from the past: Z06 brings an aluminium frame and 505bhp V8; ZR1
plumps for a supercharged 6.2.
2017 C7 CORVETTE Z06 PRICE $79,450 then, £60,000 now POWERTRAIN 6.2-litre 16v
supercharged V8, rear-drive, eight-speed auto PERFORMANCE 650bhp, 650lb ft, 3.1sec 060mph, 195mph
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C7 (2014-2019) looks similar but gets a seven-speed manual. Base car’s 455bhp swells to
650bhp in the Z06, which pinches the ’charged 6.2 idea from the old ZR1. Real ZR1 refines the
same recipe to generate 755bhp.
2022 C8 CORVETTE PRICE £81,700 POWERTRAIN 6.2-litre 16v mid-engined V8, rearwheel drive, eight-speed dual-clutch PERFORMANCE 475bhp, 452lb ft, 3.5sec 0-62mph,
184mph
After decades of prototypes and pleading, Chevy finally puts the horses in the middle of the cart
for 2020’s C8, and even gives us RHD. The engine is still a basic two-valve pushrod V8, and
Euro cars’ 475bhp is middling.
CORVETTE CAR CLUB
SCARED TO LIVE THE DREAM?
Fear not – help is at hand
Writing about a car launched in 1953 and only intermittently sold through official channels in
the UK isn’t like knocking up a ‘greatest BMWs’ group test. We couldn’t have done it without
the generous help of the UK’s Classic Corvette Club.
What began life in 1979 as a meeting between three British Corvette enthusiasts today has 1050
members who between them own Corvettes covering every year of the model’s 69 seasons.
Most popular? That’d be the third-generation, Coke-bottle-shaped C3.
If you’re into Corvettes the door’s open, whether your car is a £250k big-block rarity, a wildly
customized project, seven boxes full of bits, or just a fantasy you turn to when doing the washing
up.
The CCC website’s forum is available to anyone, but an annual fee unlocks a members-only
section, saves you money on insurance, RAC membership and parts from suppliers in the UK
and US, and gives access to the technical gurus whose expertise could prove a lifeline when
trying to maintain a car thousands of miles from its birthplace.
But best of all it puts you in touch with like-minded people, who supplement the Club’s massive
two-day annual CCCUK Nationals show and recently added northern event in Ullswater with
regional meet-ups, run-what-you-brung days and European road trips. The Corvette has always
been big on value, but a measly £40 to get more out of owning one is a steal. You can find the
CCC at www.corvetteclub.org.uk
CORVETTES AND THE COSMOS
In May 1961 Alan Shepard became the first American in space, and he would have been the
first man in orbit if Russian cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin hadn’t beaten him to beyond the edge of
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the Earth’s atmosphere by a matter of weeks. But only Shepard was met on his return by GM
President Ed Cole holding out the keys to a brand new 1962 Corvette.
NASA didn’t allow astronauts to endorse products, though, so enterprising Florida Chevy dealer
and 1960 Indy 500 winner Jim Rathmann came up with a clever scheme whereby astronauts
could lease up to two Chevys per year for just a buck each. Throughout the ’60s and early ’70s
the space guys got a deal that was out of this world, and GM and Rathmann benefited from a
rush of free publicity every time the crew was photographed leaving home or work.
It’s easy to forget that in the run-up to the moon landing the public was gripped by the idea of
interplanetary travel and pilots like Buzz Aldrin were rocket-riding rock stars, their exploits
both in Corvettes and in their space suits later immortalized in Tom Wolfe’s 1979 book The
Right Stuff.
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Pacific Coast Corvettes is pleased and grateful for the
involvement and support of the following sponsors:

____________________________________

Simpson Chevrolet appreciates the affiliation it has with Pacific Coast Corvettes and is proud
to be a club sponsor and participant with PCC and a major contributor to PCC’s Scholarship
Program. We are pleased to continue our sponsorship for an additional year, through 2022, and
committed to contributing $1,000 to the club’s scholarship fund plus an additional $500
scholarship contribution for continued excellent college academic performance for previous
scholarship awardees.
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Speed Ventures is a motorsports group operating out of California which has been organizing
track events since 2001. We organize lapping days, driving schools, time trials, and races in
California and Nevada, providing a fun environment to learn the limits of your car and improve
your driving abilities. We offer instruction in performance-driving techniques, optional AMB
transponder-based timing at all events, and an opportunity to affordably live your dream of
driving your car on a real racetrack. We can also arrange for race car rentals and professional
race-driving instruction.
Our mission is to provide the highest quality track experience for the best value. With safety as
a driving concern, we strenuously work to make our events run smoothly and professionally.
Additionally, we set rigid registration limits to keep traffic to a minimum and maximize your
driving enjoyment.
www.speedventures.com
(323) 973-7744

P a g e | 49

Corvette Waves

October 2022

Transforming the current capabilities of telemedicine, the award winning, clinical-grade
MedWand allows a doctor to gather info that typically requires an in-person visit over the
internet in real time. With MedWand, doctors and clinicians can conduct comprehensive video
consultations and physical exams over the Internet, including real-time monitoring and
recording of key vitals. Collected data can include core temperature, blood oxygen saturation
and pulse rate, heart, lung and abdominal auscultations, electrocardiogram, and high definition
otoscopic, oropharynx, and dermatoscopic exam images. MedWand can also seamlessly
capture of 3rd party vitals such as blood pressure, blood sugar, spirometry, weight, and body
mass data, all integrated with popular EHR and patient management solutions. The ergonomic
MedWand and associated cloud-based software platform were created by a team of physicians
and medical device engineers to enhance the quality and accessibility of health care services
for clinicians and patients, regardless of physical location. The company offers MedWand and
VirtualCare software for applications that include hospitals, field clinics, nursing homes,
schools, and workplaces, wherever Internet access is available. For more information
visit www.medwand.com.
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Selling Real Estate
as Fast as I submit my
President’s Report for the
newsletter!

While I may be newer to the area, I am not new to Real Estate. Coming from Silicon Valley,
one of the most competitive markets in California, I know what it takes to get your home sold
or your offer accepted.
I obtained my license while working as a manager for a well-known company named after a
certain fruit (also known as the world’s most admired company). After leaving there to pursue
real estate full-time, I would come full circle and work with a brokerage that provided relocation
services to that same company!
1. Licensed since 2008, Broker licensed since 2014
2. Proud member of Orange County Realtors Association, CA Association of Realtors,
National Association of Realtors
3. Awards received: Salesmaster Award ($5+ million in sales), Hall of Fame Award ($12.2+
million in sales), two-time Presidents Club Award ($9.1+ million in sales), Women’s
Council of Realtors 2012 Realtor Member of the Year

Mo Wise
Broker Associate/Realtor
eXp Realty of California, Inc.
Business email: Mo@Wiseplaces.com
(949) 449-0906
www.WisePlaces.com
DRE# 01842781

Let’s strategize on how I can accelerate your Real Estate dreams!
eXp Realty is nationwide - let me know how I can help your friends/family.
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Editor’s Notes
I’m glad to see our President has realized the power of the press is infinite. Still, she manages to escape my wrath,
but just barely, every month. I can’t imagine the pressure she must feel, especially since I may have threatened
her with impeachment or worse (my hit man Luigi is on call 24/7). I just don’t remember that.
I am not sure why our Vice President decided to focus our attention on the behinds of those of us who went to
Parkfield during this year’s Cambria run. I thought of changing the pictures so our faces came first but decided
everyone would get a kick of my rear end prominently displayed in the center of the picture. Or not.
Don Wilder gets the award for the most articles this month. And thanks to everyone else who submitted an article.
I am sure we all appreciate it.
It's unfortunate Bob Savanich didn’t write an article for this issue, especially when the cover page is fashioned not
only for Halloween but also in recognition of his world-famous “jump box”.
In case you missed it, our club's endorsement in Cambria is a hoot. If we were geezers 10 years ago, can you
imagine what “Scrumpy D” might think of us today? And who was cackling?
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