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President’s Corner

By Mo Wise
I hope everyone is having a great start to their summer and doing their best to combat the heat. Speaking
of hot, the last few PCC events have had amazing turnouts and I hope that trend continues.
I’m thrilled to see so many of our prospects and new members immersing themselves into PCC events
and meetings. I really think the club is so successful because many of our members go out of their way
to be welcoming and inclusive. It’s tough being new to anything and I really appreciate it when I see this
welcoming spirit.
In case you missed our meeting last week, we had somewhere around 60 attendees and we voted in FIVE
new members and their spouses/partners. If you haven’t had a chance to attend a meeting or event lately,
get ready to meet a lot of new faces! You might be asking, where are these people coming from? For
fear of receiving that hefty fine of $1, we have all been doing a really good job of wearing our name
badges at events. People see our badges, strike up a conversation, and want to join. I mean let’s face it,
why wouldn’t you want to become a PCC’er, right?
I’m starting to get some traction with the other Corvette clubs. OC Vettes has invited our members to join
in their Poker Run scheduled for August 13. If you’re interested in joining the event, please be sure to
download the flyer from our website as I have marked it with “PCC”. They specifically asked that I do
this so that they can be sure to welcome you when you arrive at the event. They also told me that they are
known for their fantastic raffle prizes, so in addition to the possibility of winning cash, the enticement of
really great raffle prizes should entice you even more!
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PCC along with OC Vettes and Corvette Super Sports are joining forces in working with the Marconi
Museum on doing an All Corvette Cars & Coffee! Early discussion on dates is likely to be a Sunday and
possibly as soon as later this month, but nothing confirmed yet. We are looking for at least 20-25 cars
from each club to commit which will give us priority parking. With the number of cars at this past
weekend’s San Clemente Cars & Coffee, I think PCC should be able to put up a good showing. Depending
on the commitment from the other two clubs, I may be reaching out to the Temecula Corvette Club as
well as Pomona as Marconi would love to see about 150 Corvettes.
I really love the energy of the different events we have out…. Duffy boat cruise, Nixon Library visit,
Catalina Island Adventure, etc. Keep those great ideas for events coming!
The next meeting is Wednesday, August 3rd. Hope to see you all there!
Save the Wave!
Mo
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Vice President’s Message

Sandy Savanich
This month I would like to share our experience at
the Celebration of Life for PCC Member Diane
Carter who passed away on March 24, 2022. The
church service was held on June 24th at St
Michael’s in Silverado Canyon. This is a new
church and I understand this was the first service
held there. The Celebration of Life followed at
Circle S Ranch. While some of you may not be
able to place it, you’ve driven by it many times
when going through the canyon. It’s a lovely
equestrian property with a corral and a beautiful
barn. Half of the barn is home to horses, with the
other side dedicated to events. The event room
carried on the same rustic décor with a dedicated
bar and plenty of room for tables and socializing.
On the other side of the property is a small
building and porch which is used as a bandstand.
On this day the country-western band Whiskey
Hayride entertained us.

July 2022
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Bob and I have only been in the PCC club for a little over 4 years, but earlier in our membership, we were
blessed to meet Diane Carter and her husband Jim. Unfortunately, due to her failing health, we didn’t have
many opportunities to get to know her better. When we did see Diane during those brief interactions, I
definitely felt the presence of a kind and strong woman. She was a wife, mother, volunteer, and a friend
to many which was evident by the hundreds of people who attended her memorial and celebration of life.
I learned that she was a trail boss for the Irvine Ranch Conservancy, an advisor for the San Juan Capistrano
Equestrian Coalition, and as many know, part-owner of American Horse Products with her husband Jim.
We had the chance to speak with Jim briefly that day. He seems to be doing well and he mentioned that
Diane actually passed away on his birthday. He joked that he thinks she did it on purpose so he wouldn’t
forget! Hopefully, we will get to see Jim again soon at future PCC functions.

I’ve included some photos from the day. I’d
like to ask those in the club who knew
Diane well, to please share your stories and
memories of her in future articles.

Photo courtesy of Vicky Kovacs
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RECENT PCC EVENTS
June 1 - PCC Monthly Meeting at Campus Jax, 3950 Campus Drive, Newport Beach at 6:30 PM. Come
early to have a bite to eat and socialize.
June 7- Corvette Night at Selma’s Pizzaria at 5:00 PM, Rancho Santa Margarita, 30461 Avenida de las
Flores, RSM- Coordinator: Scott Sturdivant
June 11 – USS Midway Museum Tour – Coordinator: Mike Corlett
Depart Carls Jr at 8:15. Tour 10:00-12:00 Lunch TBD
June 18 – Celebration of Life for PCC Member Diane Carter- church Service at 10:00 AM at St. Michaels,
27977 Silverado Canyon Rd, Silverado Canyon.
At 12:00 there will be a Celebration of Life at Circle S Ranch, 16211 Jackson Ranch Rd, Silverado Ca.
June 24 – Food Court Friday- Sand Canyon Plaza 6 PM -Coordinators : Nancy & Ray Marshall
June 26 – The Marvelous Wonderettes Musical Comedy - 2:00 PM Show
Coordinators: Gary & Joyce Uchino.
June 30 – National Corvette Day Event – Hot Cars, Hills and Hacienda Coordinator: Mo and Marker
Wise. Meet at Marconi Automotive Museum at 9:00 AM. Deadline to RSVP June 27th. Deadline for
Commemorative Pins June 20th
UPCOMING PCC EVENTS
JULY
July 6 - PCC Monthly Meeting at Campus Jax, 3950 Campus Drive, Newport Beach at 6:30 PM. Come
early to have a bite to eat and socialize.
July 9 – South OC Cars and Coffee – Outlets San Clemente, Depart Carls Jr, San Juan by 8:00 AM,
Coordinators: Bob and Sandy Savanich
July 15 – Lake Mission Viejo Party Boat & Gillian’s Island Dinner Tour Coordinator: Scott Sturdivant.
22555 Olympiad Rd, Mission Viejo. Meet in the parking lot at 5:30 PM for a 6-8 PM cruise. Bring some
picnic food and something to share.
July 16 – Kick Tires at Knowlwoods Restaurant 8:00 AM, 14952 Sand Canyon Avenue, Irvine –
Coordinator: Ken James
July 22 – Food Court Friday – 6 PM - Coordinators: Nancy & Ray Marshall
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AUGUST
August 3 - PCC Monthly Meeting at Campus Jax, 3950 Campus Drive, Newport Beach at 6:30 PM. Come
early to have a bite to eat and socialize.
August 4- Richard Nixon Library & Birthplace, 10:00 AM- Buy tickets online or at the door. 18001 Yorba
Linda Blvd, Yorba Linda, RSVP Coordinators: Laurie & Terry Smith
August 13 – OC Vettes Poker Run – No coordinator. All PCC members are welcome. See the PCC
calendar for the registration form.
August 17 – Catalina Island Adventure- Need a minimum of 20 people for a reduced rate of $50 pp for
RT fare – Mask required - RSVP by August 8. Check due by August 10. Coordinators: Dave and Gina
McCue.
SEPTEMBER
September 7 - PCC Monthly Meeting at Campus Jax, 3950 Campus Drive, Newport Beach at 6:30 PM.
Come early to have a bite to eat and socialize.
September 17 – South OC Cars and Coffee at the Outlets in San Clemente
Depart Carl’s Jr, San Juan by 8:00 AM, Coordinators: Bob and Sandy Savanich
September 24- Cruisin’ For A Cure at OC Fairgrounds- Coordinator: Kandra & Ritchie Longo
September 29-October 2 – PCC Cambria Weekend – Coordinators: Ray and Nancy Marshall
Future events for OCTOBER – DECEMBER along with additional information for ALL events can be
found on the club calendar at www.PCCVettes.org.
As VP I’m tasked with scheduling all PCC events and managing the club calendar. When you’re ready
to host an event, please contact me with your proposed dates to confirm availability. Prepare your flyer
with details and send it to me ASAP to be added to the PCC calendar.

Historian suggestion for your event flyers- it’s helpful to
include a request for pictures from your event to be sent
to the Historian at: historian@pccvettes.org.

Save The Wave..It’s Corvettetiquette!

Corvette Waves
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July Celebrations
Anniversaries
Preston & Ana Dyer
Steve & Nancy Radigan
Rick & Valerie Del Carlo

July 8
July 13
July 18
July 23

Arch & Kathy Archard
Bob & Connie Ensign
Richard Hagenlock & Sonia
Cartagena
Eugene & Helga Ralph

Mark & Patty Smith
Joe Wicentowich & Jane
Barnes

July 11
July 18
July 19
July 26

July 30

Jack & Sema Reid

July 31

Birthdays
Vicky Kovacs
Mary Lou Lambert
Javier Posada
Kathy Archard
Rene Moya Jr.
Theresia Olson
Vickie Insley
Jean Mercier
Mo Wise

July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July

1
5
16
18
20
21
26
27
28

Gary Uchino
Gene Insley
Ron Pavek
Ciindy Esquinas
Walt Kovacs
Jim Whiteaker
Sheryl Brunski
Dan Fost

July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July

5
6
17
19
20
21
26
28

Years In Club

Terry & Laurie Smith
Mona Gantt & David Johnson
Don & Marianne Wilder
Greg & Sabrina Glick
Dick Jones & Marilyn Parker

Year Joined

Date Voted In

2007
2007
2016
2018
2018

07/04/2007
07/04/2007
07/06/2016
07/10/2018
07/10/2018

Please note: Birthday and Anniversaries come from information on the PCC Roster.

Years
15
15
6
4
4

If there is an error, please contact
Ted Sickles to update the information on the roster. He will ignore you unless you offer him a bribe.
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Scholarship Recipient Danny Flores
Pete Dolbee
Our scholarship award recipient, Danny
Flores joined us at the July 6 meeting to
meet our club and receive a check for
$3,000, much of which is attributable to our
sponsor, Simpson Chevrolet. His parents,
Edgar and Molly also joined us for dinner.
Danny attended San Clemente High
School, graduating with an overall GPA of
4.6. He advises that he messed up his last
semester because he got a “B” (the rest
were all “A’s). Danny will be attending
Cal State Long Beach where he will major
in digital media, animation, and illustration.
He is an avid runner and finished his first
marathon at the age of eleven! He has been
very involved in community activities
including leadership roles. He has a
background in automobiles, including the
influence of his maternal grandfather, who
is a car guy, and his father, who owns a C5
Corvette. Most of all, he and his parents are
very nice people, and we hope he stays in
touch with us.

I want to sincerely thank my fellow committee
members, Dave Atkinson, Mike O’Connor, and Joe
Perschler, who were heavily involved in the process
every step of the way. It wasn’t easy evaluating 57
very qualified candidates to select just one recipient.
But in the end, we reached the right conclusion.
Danny is a winner in every sense of the word, and
we are sure he will be a success as he moves forward
in life.

Corvette Waves
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Food Court Friday Night at Sand
Canyon Plaza
By Nancy & Ray Marshall
Your Hosts

On a balmy Friday night, we once again gathered a group of newbies and long time
members for the May 24th Food Court Friday Night. This time we were trying out a
different Food Court in Irvine, namely Sand Canyon Plaza. The weather was perfect; not
too hot, not too cold. Some of us arrived around 5:30 so we had plenty of helpers to assist
in cleaning the tables. Dan Fost always brings cleaner and paper towels, as do I. We had
the tables clean for when the rest of our group arrived.

Dan & Walt

Twenty Five people joined us for dinner and lots of
talk. The center had about ten eateries and some
members quickly discovered they could go to West
Coast Brewery for beer to take to their tables. Some of
us tried Greater Grilled Cheese while others were
tempted by Hiro Nori Craft Ramen. Others went to
Jimmy John’s for sandwiches or to Tacos & Co.

Our group included Vicky & Walt Kovacs, Pattie & Mark Smith, Dan Fost, Judy Nunn and
Sandy & Bob Savanich. Our esteemed President Mo Wise and husband Marker were also
in attendence. We were happy to see Joni Knapp & Mike O’Connor once again. Joe
Perschler stopped by too.

Pattie & Mark

Bob & Sandy
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Mo & Joni

Mike, Marker, Rick

Richard, Judy, Sonia

Corvette Waves
We were joined by brand
new members Roy &
Cynthia Young, who also
attended the previous two
Food Court Fridays. It’s an
easy way to earn points.
Rick & Barbara Vente
were with us for the second
time & are on the verge of
being voted in. It is so
satisfying to welcome
newcomers to our group.
We were glad to welcome
back Richard & Sonia, and
Scott Sturdivant (who is
hosting his own event next
month.)
We especially
enjoyed getting to know
prospective
members
Cindy
&
Rob
Esquinas,along with their
son Miichael. We had
never met them before and
they were very easy to get
to know. They are good
people even though Cindy
& Michael both have
Mustangs!

July 2022

Roy & Cynthia

Rick & Barbara

Scott, Rick

Rob & Cindy

Ray and Michael

Vicky and Nancy
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PCC’s Celebration of National Corvette Day June 30th
Mo Wise
We couldn’t have asked for nicer weather on Thursday, June 30th to celebrate National Corvette Day! It
was a little warm but not the blistering heat that we experienced just the week before.
Since it was a Thursday, I was only expecting a dozen cars and perhaps 25 folks or so for lunch. Boy,
was I WRONG!
PCC came out in full force with 29 cars and 46 people showing up for this event! The surprises kept
coming when the Marconi Museum didn’t charge us the usual entry fee. They asked that we make a
donation upon entry with all proceeds going to the children’s charity. Marconi’s front office was thrilled
to report that PCC donated a hefty $750! They wanted me to express a huge THANK YOU to everyone!
I distributed the commemorative pin to those that ordered them, and I must say our name badge company
did a really nice job with them. Everyone seemed pleased and immediately put them on their hats or
shirts.
Our private tour of the museum began with John Marconi
introducing the museum and its history to all the attendees.
He explained that the bulk of everything they make goes
to various children’s charities in Orange County. As if
walking past the real Batmobile, the real General Lee
(from Dukes of Hazzard), and Kit from the Knight Rider
wasn’t enough, we were treated to an in-depth tech talk in
the Race Shop. PCCers were allowed to go behind the gate
and get underneath the C6 Z06 race car that John and his
team are building. He explained all the detail that went
into this car’s suspension, braking system, etc. Members
then wandered through the rest of the museum before our
Drivers' Meeting. I distributed the directions, and we were
on our way to tear up the streets of Orange and Anaheim
Hills. John took the Z06 off the rack to join our tour.
Rolling through the neighborhoods, I’m sure people were
wondering if this was some kind of street takeover. With
29 Corvettes, it’s pretty difficult to keep everyone
together. As the lead car, Marker did his best to pull over
and let everyone else catch up. As we were getting ready to turn into a very affluent neighborhood a funny
thing happened. Half of the Corvettes were pulled over waiting for the rest of the group and Anaheim PD
slowly crept past us. My mind immediately went to the dark place where I envisioned the amount of
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revenue they would get from all
the fix-it tickets for no front
license plates, loud exhaust, tinted
windows, etc. Luckily, they just
gave us a wave and kept going.
There would be no fix-it tickets
today.
Continuing on with our tour, we
ended up on the all too familiar
Santiago Canyon and Live Oak
Canyon Roads. Marker went into
some sort of alternate universe
and with John Marconi right on
our tail, ripped through Live Oak
Road like he was playing the
Grand Theft Auto video game.
I’m not sure if other members also
joined in on the spirited drive
because I was too busy holding
on!
National Corvette Day was
topped off with lunch at the
Hacienda On the Lake. Their
parking lot looked like some sort of impromptu car show. They don’t usually do split checks and
especially for a group of 46, but they were very gracious to accommodate us. We took over a large part
of the lower-level section overlooking the lake. Lunch was very tasty, and our service was very good.
As I looked around each table, I could see all smiles, laughter, and conversation. We had quite a few of
our prospective members there and they really looked like they were having fun. It was an additional
honor to have John Marconi join us on the tour and at lunch. He told me that he had such a nice time
meeting everyone and really enjoyed our event. On a side note, it is my understanding that John doesn’t
join the Ferrari guys on their outing, so we should feel pretty darn special that he joined ours! #Winning
Thank you again to everyone that participated in making this outing a success!
Mo & Marker
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National Corvette
Day
June 30, 2022
Save the Wave
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Corvette of Bakersfield’s Gamblers’ Classic
Theresia Olson
I haven’t met a lot of you yet… my name is
Theresia Olson and this is Samantha. We attended
a few PCC meetings and events in the Spring
including a Cars and Coffee and the San Diego Car
Museum.
Additionally, we attended the
Corvettes of Bakersfield’s Gamblers Classic in
Laughlin in May. This is a three-day event with
organized events, gatherings, and a car show. We
really had a good time!

There were about 200 cars in attendance with all classes represented! From the newest C8’s all the way
down to a beautiful C1. It was an amazing view from the balcony of our room, watching as cars continued
to arrive. The hotel gated off a large section of their parking lot for our beauties and had 24-hou, on-site
surveillance watching over them. COB did a great job organizing the lot by class, giving each car 1.5
parking spaces which, once initially parked, was your designated spot throughout the weekend (they wrote
your registration number on the blacktop).
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The entry fee (~$250) included
events such as a Meet and Greet on
Thursday evening with hors de
orvers (enough food to cover our
dinner!), a casual caravan to
Oatman on Friday (a silly little town
full of donkeys), dinner Friday
night, a car show Saturday morning,
followed up by a poker run as they prepared for the awards banquet. The poker run was a bit of a failure
but they tried. They have some lessons learned and will hopefully find a better way to do it next year.
COB also arranged for some optional paid events for those interested in spending some time on the river.
During dinner Friday night we were treated to an awesome presentation by guest speaker and car show
judge, Harley Earl, grandson of the great Harley J. Earl, chief of design and later VP of GM!

The event was held at the Don Laughlin’s Riverside Resort and Casino. My husband and I had stayed
there in years past and were… well, let’s just say… not impressed. However, they have done some
renovations (since last time we were there many years ago) and we were pleasantly surprised with our
room – especially with the large balcony we managed to get! The banquet hall that COB reserved for the
weekend had an awesome view of the mountains across the river and the pool was lovely. I have to say
we spent zero time in the casino… just not our thing but did a few of the restaurants and were equally
pleased.
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The weekend was wrapped up with the distribution of too many raffle prizes "
%, closing of silent auctions,
$
#
and an awards ceremony. The awards included a varying number of places for each class of Corvette
(depending on the number of entries for each class), as well as, best license plate, furthest travel, and best
overall. Dennis and I were definitely sitting at the lucky table!
We sat with our friends from AZ Vette Runners who took 2nd
place in C6, 1st place in C7, and best in show! We couldn’t let
them have it all though… my sweet little, mostly stock, L3
Stingray, Samantha, rolled out of there with 5th place out of
~40 other C7s! We were shocked and thrilled!

Definitely a fun weekend, we will
likely do it again next year, which
is already scheduled for May 4-7,
2023, so mark your calendars and
plan on joining us!
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What My Corvette Taught Me
Bob Savanich
These new-fangled Corvettes taught me that I can no
longer work on them myself. I lift the hood, stare a while,
wipe off the dust and close the hood. Unless of course,
I’m at South OC Cars and Coffee. Then I open the hood,
dust inside, leave the hood open and talk to people about
my “rare” Vette. I am asked who my mechanic is and of
course, I recommend Chris Johnson (the LSX Dr.)
I talk to other PCC members about their cars and am
amazed how many work on their own Vettes. I noticed
that the ones who wrench on theirs are half my size and
can get up and down easily. I get “down” ok, it’s the
getting “up” that seems to hinder me. Note to self: Lose
some lbs.
Another thing my Vette taught me; I need some upholstery work done.
I’ll use the guy on Fabricante next door to my Mercedes mechanic (Elite
Motors)*. I’ve used him before on one of Sandy’s cars. He’s really good
and others in our club have used him as well.
I really want a backup camera and a dash camera. Gary Ochino offered
his help, but knowing me, I’d sabotage his good work with my shoddy
effort. I’ll probably just go somewhere that is recommended by a
member.
Dick Jones suggested a guy off the I-5 at Lake Forest. He has a nice shop but spending $3,200.00 didn’t
work for me. Let me qualify that statement. I went there seeking the “worst” scenario and I received it.
I went for the top-of-the-line stuff that I don’t need. A new head unit, the latest camera (back up only).
At that point, I wasn’t looking into dash cams.
I was amazed at the “other” stuff you need to add to the bill to get what I wanted. Seems you need things
that talk to other things for the camera and head unit to communicate. A big part of the bill, which I call
“William”, is labor. I do understand Gary likes an adult beverage or two now and again, so that may add
to my labor bill if I go that route. Well, that project is back on the table as soon as I get the upholstery
done. I’m researching cameras now. I’ll get back to you when I decide to refinance.
I’m learning more about suspension (shocks), brakes, and some other consumables. At some point, I will
have to replace my mag-ride factory shocks. Keeping my Corvette stock is not a major thing to me. I’m
*

[Editor’s note] Bob is at it again. He still wants us to think he has a Mercedes when it’s really a Dodge. When he says
Elite Motors, he actually means Jorge Edwardo Gonzales, the guy in Santa Ana that works out of his garage next door to Bob
in Santa Ana. And his seat? Hmmmmm.
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not a purist. See I’ve owned a 62, 63, and 68. Believe me when I say, new is better. And improving is
better yet. My mechanic recommends more traditional shocks possibly with coil-overs. It seems you
have to “trick” the computer into thinking you are installing mag ride factory replacements.
See, another reason I don’t work on my car. I don’t know how to trick a computer. I guess they have
classes on that. I’ve already changed out the heads on my 427 fearing the valve guide issue some owners
experience. Additionally, I installed (had a guy do it) an advanced security system (Revelco) that requires
breaking into the factory harness to install. If you are interested, I’ll meet you in the Watergate parking
structure to discuss.
I learned the stock brake pads shed more than a Cardigan Welsh Corgi. Take an hour or more to deep
clean your wheels, drive it around the block to dry the rotors, pull back into the driveway, and start again.
Maybe I’ll change brake pads that only shed like a Maltese.

Save the Wave

Bob’s “advanced security system”

Bob’s backup camera.
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Garages of PCC
Kathy Zechmeister apparently doesn’t
understand that this is a Corvette club
newsletter since she sent in pictures of an old
Plymouth in her garage. Next month we’ll
probably have pictures of dogs jumping or
people sitting around playing cribbage in the
garage.
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His Most Revered Highness, Mr. Robert Savanich was kind enough to share a picture of his real garage,
which is not the one with the “Mercedes” he shared with us in the March issue of this publication. Very
little can be said about it, other than to note you can’t even see the Dodge and it might be difficult to get
his Corvette back in the garage once he flops it out.
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Captain
Mike
O’Connor managed
to send us another
garage
picture
endorsed by this
editor as a photo
legitimately eligible
for this publication
since there is not one,
but two Corvettes
parked therein.

And Kathy Zehmeister sent us another picture
that is tentatively verified as legitimate based
on the exposed wheel that says “Corvette” on
it. We will send out our team of auditors to
verify the car is actually a Corvette and not
some lesser vehicle (another Plymouth?) with
Corvette wheels on it. Gary Walsh, are you and
your many assistants available?
In any event, there’s a Corvette poster on the
wall, so it deserves honorable mention, even
though Hamm’s beer is not the “champagne of
bottled beers”.
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And apparently, they
have nice Garages in
Indiana, as evidenced
by Harold Brunski’s
photos, received this
month. It certainly is
clean, and if he parks
his car the other way,
he can play “drive-in
movie”
on
the
flatscreen TV in the
alcove. Now that’s a
great way to use a
garage.
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And here’s Jim Coticchia’s take on how to protect
a C8 when the garage door is up. The dog’s name
is Atlas, and he looks like he could take care of
almost anyone who isn’t either buff or armed.
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Milestones of Corvette History
When it comes to American cars, the
Chevrolet Corvette is in a class by itself.
The first ones were built in 1953, and
General Motors has been cranking them out
ever since. In fact, only the Chevrolet
Suburban (first built in 1935) beats the
’Vette for nameplate longevity in the GM
stable. Test your Corvette knowledge with
these facts about America’s oldest sports
car, which is about to get a very modern
update — GM has announced that an
electric version of the icon is coming soon.

The First Model Lacked a Few Surprising Features
The 1953 ’Vette was a rare bird:
Only 300 were made. They were all
convertibles, all with “Polo White”
exteriors, red vinyl interiors, and
black canvas tops. The side
windows didn’t roll down; you
simply removed them altogether (a
feature also found on the 1954 and
’55 models). The ’53 Corvette also
lacked exterior door handles; you
had to use the interior handles to
open the doors. And only two
factory options were available — an
AM radio and a heater.
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The Gas Engines Are on Their Way Out

It's hard to imagine revving anything but a gas-powered engine in a Corvette, but GM has announced plans
to produce an electrified Corvette by next year. Although GM has yet to say whether the vehicle will be a
traditional hybrid or plug-in model, it did confirm that an all-electric model will follow soon after.
The newly announced Corvette Z06, with 670 horsepower and a V8 engine that can hit 8,600 revolutions
per minute, may even be the last gas-powered Z06 model, CNN has speculated. Some foreshadowing,
perhaps: GM unveiled the Z06 the same day it said it would install 40,000 electric-vehicle chargers at
dealerships across the country.
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The ’Vette was Born in Michigan, but Raised in the Midwest

The General Motors plant in
Bowling Green, Kentucky, is the
only one in the world producing
Chevrolet Corvettes, and it has been
that way since opening in 1981.
Before that, Corvettes were built in
St. Louis. But it was Flint,
Michigan, where the first ’Vettes
rolled off the assembly line in June
1953.

The Hood Once Resembled a Cheese Grater

For the 1958 model, Chevrolet gave the car a
facelift inside and out, but it was the exterior that
got most of the attention. Chevy designers gave the
’Vette two extra headlights, a more prominent
grille, and loads of chrome accents on the doors,
trunk, and front fenders. To top it all off, the hood
was embellished with louvers that served no
practical purpose whatsoever. (Those louvers
disappeared the following model year.)

P a g e | 37

Corvette Waves

July 2022

The Shriners Had a Fleet of Them
Back
in
1957,
members
of
the
Tangier Shrine of
Omaha, Nebraska, got
the bright idea of
forming a “precision
driving team” and
arranged a special
order of 13 Corvettes,
which they drove in
parades and other
events
nationwide.
The Tangier Shrine
Corvette Patrol was
such a hit that the
members decided to
buy a new fleet of cars
the following year …
and the next … and
the next … finally
disbanding in 1981. Perhaps the most notable year was 1962, when the patrol cars were painted purple
(the official name of the hue, developed for Cadillac, was Royal Heather Amethyst).

The Corvette Starred in a Popular ’60s TV Show …
Other cars have played a prominent
role in popular culture, but few can
match the Corvette for sheer star
power. The TV show “Route 66”
followed the exploits of two 20somethings traveling cross-country
in a Chevy Corvette. GM supplied a
new ’Vette for each season of the
show, which aired on CBS from 1960
to 1964, and touted the show in its
Corvette fan club magazine.
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… And in a Forgettable ’70s Film
Everyone remembers actor Mark Hamill’s first starring movie
role in “Star Wars,” but not many recall the film he followed it
up with. Released in 1978, “Corvette Summer” starred Hamill
as a teenage gearhead who travels to Las Vegas with a wannabe
hooker (actor Annie Potts, in her Hollywood debut) to find his
beloved sports car, which has been stolen. The action-comedy
opened to mixed reviews — The New York Times described
Hamill as affecting “a naïveté that would be unconvincing in a
tiny child” — and has been largely forgotten today. The
Corvette featured in the film is a 1973 model, by the way.

Don’t Forget That Prince Song,
Either
“Little Red Corvette” became Prince’s
biggest hit to date when it was released in
1983 as the second single off his album
“1999.” The single peaked at No. 6 on the
Billboard Hot 100 and is included on
Rolling Stone’s list of the 500 greatest rock
songs. According to Rolling Stone, the
Purple One recorded the entire song just one
day after installing a new recording system
at his home studio near Minneapolis.
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GM Once Built an Aluminum Corvette
The Chevy Corvette was the first
mass-produced vehicle with a body
made largely of fiberglass, rather
than steel. But General Motors
engineers have tinkered endlessly
with the Corvette over the years,
experimenting
with
different
engines, body styles, and materials.
In 1972, GM built two prototype
XP-895s, which had a mid-body V8
engine. Engineers designed one
body using traditional steel, the
other with aluminum supplied by
Reynolds Aluminum. These days,
the XP-895 lives at the General
Motors
Heritage
Center near
Detroit.

It Once Had a Split Rear Window
The second generation of
Corvettes arrived with the 1963
model, which Chevy dubbed
the Sting Ray(later changed to
Stingray). Its sleek, sharp lines
were a radical departure from
the curves of earlier ’Vettes, and
for the first time a hardtop
model also was available. The
’63 Sting Ray hardtop is
noteworthy for its fastback split
rear window, a design feature
that disappeared the following
model year (but resurfaced on
the 1971 Buick Riviera).
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Sharks and Manta Rays and Sting Rays, Oh My!
The Sting Ray isn’t the only sea creature that has inspired Corvettes over the years. The mako shark that
a GM executive landed during a fishing trip inspired a 1961 prototype of the same name, all shimmery
two-tone paint, pointed snout, and exhaust “gills.” The glimpse of a manta ray gliding through the sea
inspired another prototype, the 1969 Manta Ray. Many of its sleek design cues would appear on the thirdand fourth-generation Corvettes of the late 1960s and ’70s.
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1979 Was a Very Good Year …

When it comes to the best and worst
Corvettes of all time, many collectors
say the ’79 model falls into the latter
category. This third-generation model
was heavy (3,300 pounds), relatively
slow (165 horsepower), and pricey
(the first to retail for more than
$10,000). But that didn’t dampen
buyer enthusiasm. About 53,800 of
these third-generation ’Vettes were
sold in 1979, the most of any model
year. By comparison, Chevy built
20,368 Corvettes in 2020.

… But 1983 Was a Very Bad Year
In fact, there is no official 1983
model year Corvette, and there’s
only a single prototype known to
still exist. What happened? Some of
the delay can be attributed to the
challenge GM had meeting
California’s new, more stringent
vehicle emission rules. Design
demands made by company
President Lloyd Reuss also may
have played a part (it is said he
didn’t like the planned T-tops).
Whatever the case, by the time the
Bowling Green plant was ready to
go, it was too late in the year to
introduce a 1983 model. A handful
of prototypes were built for testing purposes — all but one later destroyed — and the fourth-generation
Corvette made its debut at a 1984 model.
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Citizen-Band Radios Once Were Optional …
So many drivers hopped aboard the ’70s citizen-band radio craze that
General Motors offered CB radios as an option in some of their cars —
including the Corvette. Chevy offered buyers the option of a factoryinstalled CB on their ‘Vettes starting with the 1979 model (an eight-track
player was another option that year. The 1985 model year was the last
one offered with a CB.

…And It’s No Longer a Front-Engine Sports Car
The 2020 Chevrolet Corvette wowed fans when it hit showrooms. The all-new eighth-generation model
is the fastest ever built, capable of doing zero to 60 mph in an unbelievable 2.9 seconds, according to GM.
To achieve that speed, Chevy engineers did something they’d never done before on a Corvette: They
relocated the engine from the front to just behind the driver and passenger seats. The change was wellreceived: The Corvette was the fastest-selling car in the U.S. in February 2021.
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Pacific Coast Corvettes is pleased and grateful for the involvement
and support of the following sponsors:

____________________________________

Simpson Chevrolet appreciates the affiliation it has with Pacific Coast Corvettes and is proud to be a club
sponsor and participant with PCC and a major contributor to PCC’s Scholarship Program. We are pleased
to continue our sponsorship for an additional year, through 2022 and committed to contributing $1,000 to
the club’s scholarship fund plus an additional $500 scholarship contribution for continued excellent
college academic performance for previous scholarship awardees.
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Speed Ventures is a motorsports group operating out of California which has been organizing track events
since 2001. We organize lapping days, driving schools, time trials, and races in California and Nevada,
providing a fun environment to learn the limits of your car and improve your driving abilities. We offer
instruction in performance-driving techniques, optional AMB transponder-based timing at all events, and
an opportunity to affordably live your dream of driving your car on a real racetrack. We can also arrange
for race car rentals and professional race-driving instruction.
Our mission is to provide the highest quality track experience for the best value. With safety as a driving
concern, we strenuously work to make our events run smoothly and professionally. Additionally, we set
rigid registration limits to keep traffic to a minimum and maximize your driving enjoyment.

www.speedventures.com
(323) 973-7744
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Transforming the current capabilities of telemedicine, the award winning, clinical-grade MedWand
allows a doctor to gather info that typically requires an in-person visit over the internet in real time. With
MedWand, doctors and clinicians can conduct comprehensive video consultations and physical exams
over the Internet, including real-time monitoring and recording of key vitals. Collected data can include
core temperature, blood oxygen saturation and pulse rate, heart, lung and abdominal auscultations,
electrocardiogram, and high definition otoscopic, oropharynx, and dermatoscopic exam
images. MedWand can also seamlessly capture of 3rd party vitals such as blood pressure, blood sugar,
spirometry, weight, and body mass data, all integrated with popular EHR and patient management
solutions. The ergonomic MedWand and associated cloud-based software platform were created by a
team of physicians and medical device engineers to enhance the quality and accessibility of health care
services for clinicians and patients, regardless of physical location. The company offers MedWand and
VirtualCare software for applications that include hospitals, field clinics, nursing homes, schools, and
workplaces, wherever Internet access is available. For more information visit www.medwand.com.
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Selling Real Estate
as Fast as I drive this car!

While I may be newer to the area, I am not new to Real Estate. Coming from Silicon Valley, one of the
most competitive markets in California, I know what it takes to get your home sold or your offer accepted.
I obtained my license while working as a manager for a well-known company named after a certain fruit
(also known as the world’s most admired company). After leaving there to pursue real estate full time, I
would come full circle and work with a brokerage that provided relocation services to that same company!
• Licensed since 2008, Broker licensed since 2014
• Proud member of Orange County Realtors Association, CA Association of Realtors, National
Association of Realtors
• Awards received: Salesmaster Award ($5+ million in sales), Hall of Fame Award ($12.2+ million
in sales), two-time Presidents Club Award ($9.1+ million in sales), Women’s Council of Realtors
2012 Realtor Member of the Year
Mo Wise
Broker Associate/Realtor
eXp Realty of California, Inc.
Business email: Mo@Wiseplaces.com
(949) 449-0906
www.WisePlaces.com
DRE# 01842781
Let’s strategize on how I can accelerate your Real Estate dreams!
eXp Realty is nationwide - let me know how I can help your friends/family.
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Editor’s Notes
This month’s cover page is a photo taken in my home office. Most of the Corvettes were a gift from a
neighbor who gave them to me when he moved to the west side of Los Angeles. The C8 was a model I
purchased when I discovered they made it in silver. I had to paint the wheels and the spoiler, though,
because they came in black, and I’m more of a silver kind of guy. The C8 poster was a gift from my
daughter. I know, TMI.
As you can see, several of you came through with garage pictures this month. Thank you! A special
thanks go to my nemesis Bob Savanich who sent me a link to junky garages knowing full well I would
use them against him. He’s got nerves of steel!
You may find interesting the attached correspondence from Tadge Juechter, Executive Chief Engineer for
the Corvette, responding to the C8 article published in last month’s Corvette Waves. I sent it to him just
for fun to see if he might be interested in our collective comments:

P a g e | 52

Corvette Waves

July 2022

