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Vice-President: Sandy Savanich 

(949) 468-8049 
Treasurer: Gary Walsh  

(714) 309-0865 
Secretary: Gary Uchino  
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(949) 636-2444 

 Meetings  
Pacific Coast Corvettes meets the first 
Wednesday of each month at 5:00 p.m. at 
Campus JAX, 3950 Campus Drive, Newport 
Beach, CA 92660 (949) 261-6270 

Business Location  
Pacific Coast Corvettes  
23785 El Toro Rd   #251  
Lake Forest, CA 92630-4762  
Telephone: (949) 334-7384  

WEB Page:  
http://www.pccvettes.org  
Ted Sickles (949) 716-3376 

Club Store:  
Judy Nunn 
(949) 586-1746  

Affiliation  
National Council of Corvette Clubs, Inc. 
(NCCC)  

Corvette Waves  
Corvette Waves is published on the 15th of 
each month. Contributions should be sent no 
later than the 10th of the month to Pete 
Dolbee (pdolbee@gmail.com) in .doc or .docx 
format.  Event flyers should be in .jpg or 
.doc/.docx format (preferably not .pdf).  
Sponsorship, which includes publication in 
the monthly newsletter and on the PCC 
website, is available beginning at $250 per 
year. 
 
Articles presented in Corvette Waves reflect 
the opinion of the authors, not necessarily 
the views of the editor or Pacific Coast 
Corvettes. Pacific Coast Corvettes and its 
editor seek to publish accurate information 
but do not assume any liability or 
responsibility in the event of a claim of loss or 
damages resulting from publication. 



P a g e  | 4 Corvette Waves    June 2022 
 
 

 

President’s Corner 
  

 

 

 

 

By Mo Wise 

Can you believe that we’re already halfway through the year?  Looking at the positives of that statement, 
we haven’t been on a total lockdown, we’re getting together for events like Food Court Friday (or Food 
Fight Friday depending on who’s sitting with you) and eating outside because we want to and not because 
we have to.  In-person meeting attendance has been fantastic, and new prospects continue to check us out!  
I think the most positive thing about it being June is that some of our members are getting closer to taking 
delivery of their C8 Z06s! 

When I think of June, I think of the beginning of summer and epic road trips.  In 2015, Marker and I did 
one of our most epic road trips on a motorcycle.  We rode for 10 days, through 6 states and logged 3,000 
miles.  I didn’t have a Corvette yet.  My first one would come into my life the following year so our 
adventures where two-wheeled.  During this ride, we encountered, rain, sleet, hail, extreme heat and even 
a sandstorm!  Our ride began in San Jose where we lived at the time.  We traveled South to cross Hwy 58 
and head out to Laughlin/Bullhead City.  From there we went through Kingman to Seligman to stop and 
eat at Road Kill Café.  It was a little surreal riding into Flagstaff with snow on each side of the highway.  
From Flagstaff, we went to go stand on the corner in Winslow Arizona.  Do you remember those Bugs 
Bunny cartoons where he said he should’ve gone left at Albuquerque?  Well, we took his advice, did that 
and headed up to Four Corners.  While we were there, we experienced Indian Fry Bread which was 
delicious!  That was the original goal of the trip to go to Four Corners, but how could you not want to 
venture north to go to Moab?  Taking a break there, we enjoyed an off-road tour and riding through The 
Arches National Park.  Moving back west, we took the ET Highway and had lunch at Little A’le’Inn 
(Alien) Café.  Continuing North I kept my eyes peeled for aliens, but we only came across weird beings 
when we arrived in Carson City!  That was the farthest North we would go before riding back home to 
San Jose. 

 

I love road trips and I’m thrilled that now we can do them with a bit more comfort (and the trunk allows 
me to pack more clothes).  I am looking forward to the trip to the Corvette Museum and dreaming of all 
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of the cool things and fun we’ll have along the way.  I know gas prices suck but if you do get a chance to 
get in a road trip this summer, go do it and write an article about it! 

Save the Wave! 
 
Mo 
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Vice President’s Message 
 

 
Sandy Savanich 
  
 

 
Laguna Seca 

 

Greetings Corvette fans and welcome to June 2022.   

As I was reviewing past events at the May meeting, I somehow just skimmed over the Laguna Seca outing 
in April, and truth be told it really deserved a lot more attention.  I also would like to share a woman’s 
perspective, at least my own.  
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I always have fun when I’m with other PCC pals, but to be honest, my heart really wasn’t into going to 
the races. But bob was so excited, how could I say no?   While I grew up watching and enjoying NASCAR, 
it was the early morning wake-up calls I wasn’t looking forward to and the long drive.  But our host Dan 
Fost prepared the perfect caravan itinerary with the appropriate convenience stops and breakfast break.  If 
you have ever been on a road trip with Dan, you’ll see he’s an excellent caravan leader and event host!  
At our hotel, Dan also hosted the “Hospitality Room” where many went afterward to socialize and 
consume well-deserved cocktails.  

As for the ladies on the trip, Pattie Smith is usually the only female from PCC to attend, but this year she 
was joined by Joni Knapp, Kathy Zechmeister, “friend of PCC” Carol Antilla, and myself.  (Side Note: 
some of you have met Sam Adams and Carol when they’ve joined us for our PCC Angeles Crest Drive 
and the Vettes for Vets event.) 

When not watching the racing from the big screen in our tent or at the fence line, we walked around 
checking out vendors and enjoying a little retail therapy.  

Anyone who knows Pattie Smith well can tell you that she lives and breathes racing.  And Laguna Seca 
is top on her list because of the Corvette Racing Team…especially driver Antonio Garcia, pictured here 
on the right.  

Pattie’s enthusiasm and passion for racing rubs off on you a bit, and it made the trip so enjoyable. While 
the Corvette Corral was decorated and had all the necessities within reach, Pattie gave our tables “her 
special touch” and embellished them with additional snacks, flowers, and checkered flag decor.  When 
not watching the race, she was chatting up all the other ladies in the Corvette Hospitality Tent and knew 
a few of them by name from previous years.   

Racing has changed a lot since I used to watch it as a kid. I think the race car drivers back then got away 
with a lot.  These days, you can’t catch a break.  Ask Mark Smith about BoP (Balance of Performance).  
He actually had shirts made for all the guys that said “BoP Sucks!”  Corvette race drivers Antonio and 
Jordan chuckled when they saw them,  as did Corvette Chief Engineer Tadge Juechter, Corvette Program 
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Manager Tim Campbell, Sr. Program Engineer Phil Minch, and the always entertaining Doug Fehan. The 
Corvette team was as informative as they could be while not telling us a lot about future Corvette variance. 
Doug Fehan was coy with me when I asked what the electric Corvette is going to sound like.  He just 
pursed his lips silently and smiled.  I don’t know about you, but when in a powerful car, I want you to see 
AND hear me coming.  

The highlight on this trip was on Saturday.   We had the opportunity to do 3 parade laps on the track after 
the qualifying sessions were over.  At 6:30 PM, we headed onto the track and the pace car started slowly 
but increased speed, enough so that some members reported going 100 mph.  We were not sure about our 
speed because we were both watching the track and how fast the pavement was coming up on us!  I must 
admit I am a speed junkie when I’m behind the wheel of a car, but as a passenger, I tend to ask Bob to 
slow down on narrow mountain roads and in this case, the track.   I was a little nervous about the downhill-
plunging Corkscrew turn, but it wasn’t so bad and was over before I realized it. (The Corkscrew drops 
almost 60 feet between the entrance of turn 8, to the exit in turn 8A in only 450 feet of track length.) Can’t 
imagine how that feels in the Corvette race car going much faster. 

Even though Saturday was a very long day for us, we found some extra energy to go to dinner after our 
laps around the track.  Sunday was the big race and unfortunately the Corvette race team didn’t win, but I 
think it was a successful weekend for our group.  

So, thank you Dan Fost and Pattie Smith for opening my eyes and my heart to the experience and fun of 
Laguna Seca. 

 

RECENT PCC EVENTS 

May 4 - PCC Monthly Meeting at Campus Jax, 3950 Campus Drive, Newport Beach at 
6:30 PM 

May 7 – Kick Tires at Knowlwood Coordinator: Ken James  

May 12-14 – Info Only Non PCC event-  

Gamblers Classic 22 All Corvette Show, by Corvettes of Bakersfield at Laughlin, NV  

May 13- Food Court Friday – Crossroads Shopping Center 
3996 Barranca Parkway Irvine, 6 PM -Coordinators: Ray and Nancy Marshall 
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JUNE PCC EVENTS 

June 1 - PCC Monthly Meeting at Campus Jax, 3950 Campus Drive, Newport Beach at 
6:30 PM. Come early to have a bite to eat and socialize. 

June 4 – Exotic Cars, Coffee & Vines – HAS BEEN CANCELLED 

June 7- Corvette Night at Selma’s Pizzaria at 5:00 PM, Rancho Santa Margarita, 30461 
Avenida de las Flores, RSM- Coordinator: Scott Sturdivant  

June 11 – USS Midway Museum Tour – Coordinator: Mike Corlett 

Depart Carl’s Jr at 8:15. Tour 10:00-12:00 Lunch TBD 

June 18 – Celebration of Life for PCC Member Diane Carter- church Service at 10:00 
AM at St. Michaels, 27977 Silverado Canyon Rd, Silverado Canyon.   

At 12:00 there will be a Celebration of Life at Circle S Ranch, 16211 Jackson Ranch Rd, 
Silverado Ca. 

June 18 – OC Cars and Coffee at the San Clemente Outlets -  Coordinators Bob & 
Sandy Savanich,  Depart Carl’s Jr, San Juan by 8:00 AM,  HAS BEEN  CANCELLED due 
to Celebration of Life for member Diane Carter 

June 24 – Food Court Friday- Sand Canyon Plaza 6 PM – 
Coordinators: Nancy & Ray Marshall 
 

June 26 – The Marvelous Wonderettes Musical Comedy - 2:00 PM Show  
Coordinators: Gary & Joyce Uchino.  Buy Tickets Now!  

June 30 – National Corvette Day Event – Hot Cars, Hills, and Hacienda  
Coordinator: Mo and Marker Wise.  
Meet at Marconi Automotive Museum at 9:00 AM.  Deadline to RSVP June 27th. Deadline 
for Commemorative Pins June 20th 
 
JULY PCC EVENTS 

July 6 - PCC Monthly Meeting at Campus Jax, 3950 Campus Drive, Newport Beach at 
6:30 PM. Come early to have a bite to eat and socialize.  
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July 9 – South OC Cars and Coffee – Outlets San Clemente, Depart Carls Jr, San Juan 
by 8:00 AM,   
Coordinators: Bob and Sandy Savanich 
 

AUGUST PCC EVENTS 

August 3 - PCC Monthly Meeting at Campus Jax, 3950 Campus Drive, Newport Beach 
at 6:30 PM. Come early to have a bite to eat and socialize. 
 
August 4- Richard Nixon Library & Birthplace, 10:00 AM- Buy tickets online or at the 
door. 18001 Yorba Lind Blvd, Yorba Linda, RSVP 
Coordinators: Laurie & Terry Smith 
 
Future events for SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER along with additional information 
for all events can be found on the club calendar at www.PCCVettes.org.     
As VP I’m tasked with scheduling all PCC events and managing the club calendar.   When 
you’re ready to host an event, please contact me with your proposed dates to confirm 
availability. Prepare your flyer with details and send it to me ASAP to be added to the PCC 
calendar.  
 
Save The Wave. It’s Corvettetiquette! 
 

 

  

Historian	Suggestion	for	your	event	flyers-	it’s	helpful	to	
include	a	request	that	pictures	from	your	event	be	sent	to	
the	Historian	at:	historian@pccvettes.org.	
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June Celebrations 

 
Anniversaries 

Jean & Elaine Mercier June   4   Gary Lane & Jan Young  June  11 

Don & Marianne Wilder  June 14   Mo & Marker Wise    June  15 

Joe & Barbara Gildner June 17    Terry & Laurie Smith  June  23 

Pete & Susan Dolbee  June  24   Bob & Linda Kinsella  June  25 

Dan & Kristine Miller  June  29   Bob & Alyson Rose   June  29 

 

Birthdays 

Dennis Olson  June  12     Elaine Mercier   June 14 

Carl Jablonski  June  14     Jim Scott     June 14 

Shelby Williams June  17     Peggy Whitaker   June 19 

Kitty Rede  June  19     Marianne Wilder   June 27 

Richard Block  June  29     Joyce Uchino   June 30 

Bob Ensign  June  30  

Years In Club 

              Year Joined             Date Voted In        Years 

Duke Bessinger   1991   06/01/1991                    31 

Jim Coticchia & Carol Gates  2014   06/05/2014             8 

 
Please note:   Birthday and Anniversaries come from information on the PCC Roster.     If there is an error, please contact Ted Sickles to update the information 
on the roster.  He will ignore you unless you offer him a bribe. 
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Remembering Cliff Harris 
 
Ray Marshall’s Recollections 
 
Many years ago, around 2004, Mike & Barbara Morton were in charge of the PCC Banquet 
entertainment.   Mike was a very witty and smart fellow.  He and Barbara did a take-off on the old Laugh- 
In “Here Comes da Judge.”  Mike was dressed as da Judge and Barbara was dressed as the Bailiff.  Cliff 
was one who always wore shorts, some corduroy, from the seventies era.  They were always much shorter 
than everyone else’s shorts and he always showed a lot of leg.  He was cited by da Judge for this 
indiscretion.  On the computer screen, as evidence, da Judge revealed a slide show with dozens of pictures 
of Cliff in his short shorts.  This was all to the song “Legs” by ZZ Top.  It was quite the show!  Everyone 
was rolling in the aisles laughing. To top it all off, Mike presented Cliff with his PCC Award: The Leg 
Lamp from the movie: “A Christmas Story.” Cliff took it all well, I must say. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those Shorts 

Cliff in his Grand Sport 
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Elvira 

At Halloween Parties Cliff Came to Play 
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Lauri Smith’s Recollections 
 
On first impression Cliff seemed to be quiet, wearing his brown corduroy OP shorts, hovering in the 
background listening to conversations, maybe adding a tidbit.   His shorts were always clean and not old 
looking; where did he find new ones? Amazon ordering was not in existence then?  He had very long legs 
so the length of the shorts, 70’s style, appeared even shorter than hot pants.   

On a caravan trip to Big Bear, I happened to sit and chat with him.  It might surprise some of you that his 
prize possession was a trophy for best costume at a Halloween party.  So, I asked about the costume and 
to my great amazement he described his Elvira costume.  He was proud of his long legs in the Elvira dress, 
and then continued to describe the rest of the costume.  I thought he was pulling my leg, but I heard him 
repeat the story to others.  

Cliff attended the Awards banquet and sat at our table.  I was happy to see him but did not realize that 
would be for the last time.  I remember he liked telling the story about Corvettes and the wave and would 
say, “Remember the wave”.  So, Cliff, I will remember you when I wave.  
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Food Court Friday Night: May 13th 

Nancy Marshall 
 

Even though it was Friday the 13th, we managed to avoid any black cats and broken 
mirrors during this month’s Food Court Friday Night. Also, the weather was perfect, 
and our destination was nice and shady. We met at The Crossroads in Irvine, and we 
had a good number of PCCers show up for this casual dinner get-together. Most of the 
cars were able to park together.  Since there is no sign-up, we’re never sure how many 
members will join us. We had a good mix of people; both members and prospective 
members along with some members we haven’t seen in a long time.   

We counted thirty-two people including the Marshalls (of course), prospective members Rick & Barbara 
Vente, Charles Walsh & Penny Nichols, and a lovely lady named Rose Bradley who brought her sister 
along.  Newly voted in members, Roy & Cynthia Young arrived early and helped us clean the tables.  
They also brought some brownies to share.  

Other attendees were Sandy & Bob, Pattie & Mark (who brought some delicious home baked cookies to 
celebrate Sandy’s birthday), Dan, Vicky & Walt, Jerry & Kathy, Steve & Nancy, Mike & Joni, Ron & 
Bobbie, Carole & Jim, Kandra & Richie, Mo & Marker, and Mona, who got turned around & couldn’t 
find us right away. Mona was the first person we met when we joined PCC twenty-one years ago. She 
was the hospitality person at the time, and no one can forget her friendly welcoming demeanor.  

Here’s how Al Fresco Food Court Friday Night works. Ray & I find a food court with a good choice of 
restaurants and adequate seating. Since we live in Irvine, that’s where our choice food courts are.  
Everyone goes to whatever restaurant strikes their fancy and orders take out. We then all sit together and 
manage to eat between all the chatting.  At “The Crossroads” some people went to Urban Plates, Pizza 
Hut, Panera, California Fish Grill, Piadina and DonerG.  The real popular place was the newly opened 
Wagyu, which is a combination Butcher Shop and a restaurant selling Wagyu beef meals. Our next goal 
is to find a food court that has an ice cream shop!  

Our next get-together will be on June 24th at the Sand Canyon Plaza in Irvine. Come one, come all, if it 
strikes your fancy.  We’d love to see you!    
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New Members 

 Roy & Cynthia Young 

Prospective Members: 

Charles Walsh & Penny Nichols Rick & Barbara Vente 

Rose Bradley 
Walt & Bob 

Sandy & Vicky 

Kathy, Jerry & Dan 

Marvelous Mona 

See you next month! 
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Richie & Jim Pattie & Mo 

Sandy & Kandra 

Marker & Mike 

Bobbie & Nancy 

Mark & Joni 

Charles & Ray 

Steve & Ron 

Carole & Kandra 
Table View 
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C7 Z06 and Grand Sport Wheel Cracks 
Ray Marshall 

 

Once again, I have learned a lesson I didn’t want to learn.  I found out that C7 Z06 and Grand Sport wheels 
are subject to cracks.  I think it might only be the later years, ’18 and ’19 that have the problem. 

The symptom is a slow leak of tire pressure.  On our 
’18 Z06 the right rear tire started to lose pressure.  I 
thought maybe it was a nail and took it to America’s 
Tire to get it repaired.  I could see a nail in the tire, but 
I did not know if it went through.  They repaired the 
nail hole right away.  A couple of weeks later it started 
to lose air again.  The leak was very slow; I had to put 
air in the tire about once every two weeks.  One of the 
times I had to air up was at Plastic Fantastic (see the 
previous newsletter about some guy in the club who 
carries a massive air compressor in his Vette). 

I continued to put up with this for quite a while.  Then 
the other rear tire started to lose air.  I once again inspected the tires and did not see anything.  I went back 
to America’s Tire to get some help.  This time they put them in a tub of water to see where the leak was.  
This is when the cracks revealed themselves.  One wheel had one crack and the other had two cracks.  
They called their sources to find replacement wheels, but none were available. 

Checking my “source” for all things Corvette, the Corvette Forum, I found out that this is a known 
problem.  It seems to occur on C7 Z06 and Grand Sport wheels.  Also found out that wheels are not 
covered by the warranty.  This seems understandable because there is no way to know if you ran something 
over that cracked the wheel.  This is like wheel alignment. 

Continuing my search, I found out that the cracks can be repaired by welding them.  I took out my handy 
Google and searched to wheel repair places.  I found a place, Alloy Wheel Repair Specialists of Orange 
County, CA.  I also found out that they come to you.  I gave them a call.  I think it was about $150 per 
wheel to have them come to the house, take the wheels off, go back to the shop, fix the wheels, bring them 
back and install them.  Seemed like a good deal.  I had them fix the wheels.  Note: I removed and replaced 
the wheels myself so I could put my spare C6 Z06 racing tires on the car to move it around.  Another 
Note: It takes just one day to fix the wheels.  Mine took another day because he could not get the tires 
back on the wheel.  He had to take them to another shop. 

When they brought the wheels back, I had a nice talk with the owner, Bob Dey.  It seems that wheel cracks 
are very common.  He said the worst cars for this are BMWs.  The cause is the low-profile tires.  With the 
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low-profile tires there is very little cushioning of the rim when you hit a hole in the road.  Eventually the 
wheel fatigues and cracks.  He said that the repair usually holds up.  He said my wheel with one crack 
should be OK, and the one with two cracks might not hold up.  He gave me the business card of his wheel 
supplier so I could be put on a wait list for replacement wheels. 

It has been a few months, and all is well. The saving grace of this problem is that when they crack, it is a 
very slow leak.  The cracks are a little tough to see in the pictures, but you can see them if you zoom in. 
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Thoughts on the C8 
Pete Dolbee 

I promised an article on the C8, so here it is.  While putting this together, I contacted the C8 owners in the 
club to get their input, so this is not just my thoughts, but a compendium of comments of those who 
responded.  I thought I would organize this article into things that are the best attributes of the car and 
those that are less so.   

Things We Like 

Starting with the basics means performance.  I know, there are faster cars out there, but the C8 is no slouch.  
Acceleration off the line is stunning.  It just goes with the weight in the back over the driven wheels and 
the electronic limited-slip differential in the Z51-equipped car. The car has launch control, which both Al 
Krauza and I used at the Ron Fellows Performance Driving School at Spring Mountain Speedway in 
Pahrump, Nevada.  I have not used it since, but I’m not trying to win any drag races either. Of course, the 
coming Z06 will make the original Stingray look like a lead sled.   

Likewise, the handling is amazing.  The car corners like a go-cart!  It’s fun to double the speed of those 
yellow corner advisory signs, just because you can. 

 

 

 

  

Yes, there is another gear! 
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Nobody I asked commented about the transmission, which is a Tremec TR-9080 8-speed dual-clutch 
transaxle design including wet clutches and the aforementioned electro-hydraulic limited-slip differential.  
On rapid acceleration the shifts are instantaneous, yet when driving normally, it is smooth as silk.  It is 
just superb.  Interestingly, Tremec is a U.S. subsidiary of Grupo Kuo, a Mexican company.  So C8 
Corvettes habla español.   

 

 

One of the first things the driver notices is the unlimited view of the road ahead.  Without the long hood 
necessary to house an engine, pretty much what you see in front of you is just the road, with a trace of the 
fenders at each side.   

The cabin is much quieter than one would expect with the engine right behind the driver.   This is a good 
thing since the car can be equipped with an excellent Bose sound system, and many of us actually want to 
converse with our passengers.  There is some tire noise, especially on concrete (not asphalt) roads, and of 
course, you hear “good” noises when you romp it.  As important, the car is comfortable to ride in.  I think 
all of us C8 owners in the Club agree on that. 

 

View of the Road 
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Although beauty is in the eye of the beholder, many (most?) people think the car is smashing to look at.  I 
think all the Club’s C8 owners have had very positive comments about the car’s appearance, both inside 
and out.  Judging by the comments I have received in the 21 months I have owned my car, it is admired 
by most.  Several times I have been asked what make is it, and more than once have been asked if the car 
is a Ferrari.  Even more important for GM, younger people are attracted to it.  The other day, a woman in 
a supermarket parking lot told me her 15-year-old son asks her to take pictures of the C8 for him.  
Comments like that are typical and frequent.  That bodes well for the brand.   

The car gets decent gas mileage.  I have averaged about 21 mpg, but others have beat that handily.  But I 
don’t do a lot of highway driving anymore.   

 

The optional front lift system with 
built-in GPS is just dandy to avoid 
speed bumps, steep driveway 
approaches, and other obstacles.  Once 
the lift is programmed, it remains in 
memory for the next time the car 
approaches the same location, and it 
automatically lifts each time.  And it is 
necessary since the car is very low.  
Once the obstacle is passed, the car 
automatically lowers, and off you go.   

 

For the same reason, the car has a front camera in addition to the commonly used camera in the rear.  
That’s important to avoid destroying the splitter on curbs and parking lot tire stops.   

Finally, on the plus side, the car appears to be very reliable.  Jim Coticchia had a stuck glove box door 
that was fixed in a day.  The rear wheels on my car (an early model) were replaced because of casting 
issues.  Apparently, the C8 may experience the same problem Ray Marshall notes in this issue of Corvette 
Waves.  Other than that, friends, it’s a Chevrolet.  Not too expensive to run and very reliable.    

 

 

  

Front Camera View 
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And Things We Don’t 

The most common universal complaint is the difficulty getting in and out of the car.  Several owners 
commented about that, but I’m not sure if it’s a comment on the car or the physical characteristics of the 
owners, including me.  Personally, I think it’s a bitch if there isn’t much room to open the door to get my 
size 12s in and out of the opening.  Even where that’s not an issue, there is a technique for doing so, which 
generally involves turning sideways to get in or out, and leveraging the seat, the steering wheel, or a cable 
hoist to exit.  Trust me, friends, it’s a small price to pay for the pleasure of owning and driving the car.   

Issue number two is brake dust.  Apparently, the powers that be in California have outlawed copper 
compounds in brake pads, so the factory pads seem to be composed of pressed cockroaches and carbonized 
lizard lips.  Albert Krauza replaced his with Carbon Tech pads, and he coached me to do the same.  
Problem solved, and the brakes work just fine.   

Next in line is storage.  This is no C7.  Although there are two trunks, front and rear, they are not as large 
or flexible as the C7 trunk area.  Likewise, the center console storage compartment and the door pockets 
are shallower than the C7.  But although life with a C8 is difficult, we manage.   

Front Trunk (Frunk?) 
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As previously noted, the view from the front of the car 
is superb, but to the side and rear, not so much.  
Consumer Reports says, “Rear and side visibility, as 
well as cabin access, are severely hampered”.  The 
restricted view from the rear is remedied by the 
rearview mirror, which is actually a camera situated 
on the back of the roof.  Changing lanes must be done 
carefully, especially to the right, since the view is 
restricted by the roofline.  Accordingly, adjusting the 
side view mirrors carefully is a critical element in 
driving safely on the street.  It’s not really a problem 
but does take some getting used to. 

 

Rear Trunk 

The view changing lanes 
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Apparently, nobody but me thinks the HVAC controls are kind 
of “gimmicky” and could have been better thought out.  I find 
them to be kind of a pain in the tush, especially in bright 
sunlight, since there are a lot of very small buttons with 
indicator lights that are too dim for daylight.  I also don’t think 
everyone shares my issue with windshield reflections from the 
dash which are relevant to cars with interiors that are not black, 
but I’ve learned to live with it and don’t even notice it much 
like I don’t hear my tinnitus most of the time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One final thing.  The car displays the speed limit, both on the dashboard and the head’s up display, but 
apparently the source of the information is the map software, which appears to be in many cases inaccurate 
or missing information entirely.  Bottom line, it cannot be relied on. 

Aftermarket Stuff 

Prospective member Richard Hagenlock has modified his car with aftermarket Vossen HF5 wheels, 
protective film on the entire front end, rocker panels, mirrors, and side vents, (Protective Film Solutions 
Santa Ana), window tint, a UPR billet catch can, Fabspeed fuel line thermal insulator sleeves, lift pucks, 
radiator guards, and strut covers.  Rick Vente has added chrome rims to his car.  Jim Coticchia has added 
front radiator covers and front strut covers, in addition to having the front end wrapped.   

 

HVAC Controls 

Reflection (it’s not really this bad) 
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As for me, the only thing I have added so far is a recent purchase - a “black box” that rectifies an issue 
with the 2020 model, which only supports Apple CarPlay if the phone is plugged into the car.  The box 
acts as an intermediary and supports CarPlay wirelessly1.  Model years after 2020 have wireless CarPlay, 
so it’s not an issue for most C8 owners.   

The Bottom Line 

As I noted in last month’s issue of Corvette Waves, the C8 may be the best car GM has ever built.  I stand 
by that statement.  Certainly, it is one of the most innovative cars the company has sold, with the mid-
engine layout, dual-clutch transaxle, superb handling, and beautiful design, all at a reasonable cost, 
especially considering the content.  No car is perfect, but the C8 clearly stands out as a winner.  Besides 
that, it is a wonderful way to become involved in one of the best car clubs in the nation! 

  

 
1  The “black box” I purchased from Amazon was quirky and often didn’t hook up with the car’s media system.  I 
ultimately returned it, so I’m back to having to plug in my phone to use Apple CarPlay.  The car’s native Bluetooth system 
works fine though, so it’s not really a big deal unless I want to use Apple Maps or Google Maps.  If so, I just plug in my 
phone. 
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Garages of PCC 

 

 

Ken James’ garage is personalized and apparently 
not for any vehicle other than his Corvette.   
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How many “8’s” Do you see? 

Two Chevrolets with the engine behind the driver.  Both are innovative, and both are fun to own and drive.  
One is 2 and the other is 57 years old.  Guess which one gets better gas mileage? 
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Whose is This? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OK, that should not have been very hard.  Well, maybe you new folks drew a blank. 

Here are some from the history books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not all 
Yellows are 
Created 
Equal 
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It is Good to Have Friends 

A Monterey Red C6 Made it into the Garage for a 
While 

Sometimes There is More to a Garage then Cars 
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Cozy Blanket for Sale 
Don Wilder 

   

 

 

An acquaintance of mine, Scott Tree, has a never used, GM C5 Corvette all-weather car cover he’s had 
for a while.  He’d not a Corvette owner and has no use for this car cover.  It’s still in the original GM box.   
He has offered it to any PCC member for $100.  Give him a call if you’re interested. 
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The Best Part 

 

  



P a g e  | 36 Corvette Waves    June 2022 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



P a g e  | 37 Corvette Waves    June 2022 
 
 

        
 
  



P a g e  | 38 Corvette Waves    June 2022 
 
 

 
 

 



P a g e  | 39 Corvette Waves    June 2022 
 
 

 
Pacific Coast Corvettes is pleased and grateful for the involvement 
and support of the following sponsors: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simpson Chevrolet appreciates the affiliation it has with Pacific Coast Corvettes and is proud to be a club 
sponsor and participant with PCC and a major contributor to PCC’s Scholarship Program.  We are pleased 
to continue our sponsorship for an additional year, through 2021 and committed to contributing $1000 to 
the club’s scholarship fund plus an additional $500 scholarship contribution for continued excellent 
college academic performance for previous scholarship awardees.  
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Speed Ventures is a motorsports group operating out of California which has been organizing track events 
since 2001. We organize lapping days, driving schools, time trials, and races in California and Nevada, 
providing a fun environment to learn the limits of your car and improve your driving abilities. We offer 
instruction in performance-driving techniques, optional AMB transponder-based timing at all events, and 
an opportunity to affordably live your dream of driving your car on a real racetrack. We can also arrange 
for race car rentals and professional race-driving instruction. 
 
Our mission is to provide the highest quality track experience for the best value. With safety as a driving 
concern, we strenuously work to make our events run smoothly and professionally. Additionally, we set 
rigid registration limits to keep traffic to a minimum and maximize your driving enjoyment. 

 

www.speedventures.com 

(323) 973-7744 
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Transforming the current capabilities of telemedicine, the award winning, clinical-grade MedWand 
allows a doctor to gather info that typically requires an in-person visit over the internet in real time. 
With MedWand, doctors and clinicians can conduct comprehensive video consultations and physical 
exams over the Internet, including real-time monitoring and recording of key vitals. Collected data can 
include core temperature, blood oxygen saturation and pulse rate, heart, lung and abdominal 
auscultations, electrocardiogram, and high definition otoscopic, oropharynx, and dermatoscopic exam 
images. MedWand can also seamlessly capture of 3rd party vitals such as blood pressure, blood sugar, 
spirometry, weight, and body mass data, all integrated with popular EHR and patient management 
solutions. The ergonomic MedWand and associated cloud-based software platform were created by a 
team of physicians and medical device engineers to enhance the quality and accessibility of health care 
services for clinicians and patients, regardless of physical location. The company offers MedWand and 
VirtualCare software for applications that include hospitals, field clinics, nursing homes, schools, and 
workplaces, wherever Internet access is available. For more information visit www.medwand.com. 
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Selling Real Estate 
as Fast as I drive this car! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

While I may be newer to the area, I am not new to Real Estate.  Coming from Silicon Valley, one of the 
most competitive markets in California, I know what it takes to get your home sold or your offer accepted.   

I obtained my license while working as a manager for a well-known company named after a certain fruit 
(also known as the world’s most admired company).  After leaving there to pursue real estate full time, I 
would come full circle and work with a brokerage that provided relocation services to that same company! 

• Licensed since 2008, Broker licensed since 2014 
• Proud member of Orange County Realtors Association, CA Association of Realtors, National 

Association of Realtors 
• Awards received:  Salesmaster Award ($5+ million in sales), Hall of Fame Award ($12.2+ million 

in sales), two-time Presidents Club Award ($9.1+ million in sales), Women’s Council of Realtors 
2012 Realtor Member of the Year 

 
Mo Wise 
Broker Associate/Realtor 
eXp Realty of California, Inc. 
Business email:  Mo@Wiseplaces.com 
(949) 449-0906 
www.WisePlaces.com 
DRE# 01842781 

 

Let’s strategize on how I can accelerate your Real Estate dreams! 
eXp Realty is nationwide - let me know how I can help your friends/family. 
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Editor’s Notes 

 
 
Since Mo wrote about her motorcycle trip, I couldn’t help adding a couple of pictures from my motorcycle 
past.  Back in the day, I rode 4-cylinder Hondas, one an inline 4 and the second a water-cooled V4.  But, 
in addition to the several Corvettes I’ve owned, I have owned three different Harleys, of which my favorite 
is pictured here.  Susan and I traveled all over the western U.S., to Texas, Canada (twice), Colorado, and 
the Sierras.   
 
I’m certainly glad Ray Marshall noticed his tire had a “slow leak”.  His observational skills clearly need 
improvement. 
 
In case you’re wondering, there are four 8’s in the picture of our garage.  It’s a fun coincidence living at 
house number 8 with two cars that are 8’s.  The fourth is the 8-ball flag in front of the Corvette.  As for 
gas mileage, the Corvair gets the worst mileage of our three cars.  The Corvette gets the best.  It’s a 
testimony to the advancement of technology over the last 50 years.  Now that the world is moving to 
electric vehicles, the operating cost of driving will continue to drop over the next 10 years.  Too bad 
electric cars don’t sound good! 
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