
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 

LEGO CORVETTE SPEED CHAMPIONS C8.R & C3 SET 

 

Corvette Speed Champions set 

 

Lego has announced a new Corvette Speed Champions set that includes a Corvette Racing C8.R and a 1968 C3 

Corvette. While neither Corvette is totally representative of the vehicle on which they are based, the C8.R is 

close enough, while the C3 needs a bit more imagination to figure out what it is. The hood emblem on the C3 

helps to identify the model, while the design and stickers included with the C8.R, make it very easy to identify. 

 

The set comes with 512 pieces and will allow the purchaser to build both cars. The reported MSRP is $48 
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Business Location  
Pacific Coast Corvettes  
23785 El Toro Rd   #251  
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Corvettes. Pacific Coast Corvettes and its 
editor seek to publish accurate information 
but do not assume any liability or 
responsibility in the event of claim of loss or 
damages resulting from publication. 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

BY DON WILDER 
 

 

 

 

Well, somehow your new president made it through his first Zoom PCC general 

meeting, but not without some beginner’s problems.   I’m a newbie at running a 

meeting on Zoom and I’ve not been able to find a Zoom instruction manual.  It 

never occurred to me that there might be folks in the ‘waiting room’, waiting . . . 

and waiting . . . and waiting for someone (me?) to let them in.  Late in the meeting someone 

mentioned that there are people in the waiting room, and . . . where is that icon to “Admit all”?    My 

bad.    My apologies to those half dozen or so who never got into the meeting.  One way or another 

that’s not going to happen again.  Either I’ll learn how to manage Zoom or . . . see below. 

Last month the President’s Corner included the following comment:  “I feel returning to an in-person 

format should be a consensus decision by the general club membership.  I invite each of you to email or 

text me with your feelings and comments about when the club should return to an in-person meeting 

format”.  Well, the response to that invitation might best be described as ‘Hello?  Is anybody out 

there?’  Just after the May Zoom general meeting I took an email survey that asked about meeting by 

Zoom or in a restaurant.  The results, for the most part, were both quick and convincing.  36 in favor of 

meeting indoors, 3 to continue Zoom.  When monitoring the mood of the majority of the membership, 

most members mentioned their choice to meet indoors which for the foreseeable future meeting at 

Mission Viejo’s popular Mexican meal house, the Hacienda on the Lake.   As of this writing, I have an 

appointment to speak with the restaurant manager to determine that they are still willing host our 

meetings and will be compliant with applicable State and County Covid regulations.  Look for an email 

on the subject of our June monthly meeting soon. 

Please join me in a warm PCC welcome to new member, Bob Dickie, who was a past member, absent 

for a while, who rejoined the club and was voted in at the May Meeting.   
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VICE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 BY DAVID YEATES 

 
Hello my fellow PPC’ers. I know you’ve missed me, and I certainly have missed you 

but I’M BAAAAAACK! This time as your transition VP, luckily for you I will be gone 

after the elections in January. Meanwhile, I am here to help calendar all your events 

as well as all the duties associated with the position. 

   Members have begun to list all kinds of interesting events, so that being said, 

please get your events calendered before it is completely full! Ha ha. As a reminder, 

one of the VP’s duties is to take requests for events and have Ted add them to calendar. This assures we do not 

overlap or add events to dates that are being held for another member. 

   We had a couple of great events in the past month! Keep them coming! We wish to thank Mo Wise for the 

patio party which I hear was a fun time for all. Rumor on the street has it that the guys might be invited next 

time if we can clean up our acts! We would also like to thank Bob Savanich for his alarm clock ringing event early 

Saturday morning at  The Outlets in San Clemente. I never cared much for sleeping in on Saturday anyway. 

   This month’s events include Bob’s road rally which as of this writing has already happened so we will get a 

report from Bob at next months meeting. Corvette Fest is said to be trying to get another date and Plastic 

Fantastic has been rescheduled to next year. That leaves the return of FOOD COURT FRIDAY on Fri the 14th. 

Yeaaa. This is a great opportunity to get to know your other club members. All we do is talk and eat! Talk and 

eat!                                                                                            

That’s it for May. June events will be held in June this year. They include: Bob and Sandy’s Fun Run on the 7th 

and Bob and Sandy’s Cars and Coffee on the 26th.        As always, be thinking of an event that you think the club  

would enjoy and we will get it on the calendar for you. If you have a question about planning your event I am 

here to assist. Event details are on the calendar for each event listed but if you have a question don’t hesitate to 

email the host listed for that event.  Thank you. 

See you at the next one! 

 

David Yeates VP PCC 
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May & June Celebrations 
 

Anniversaries 

Ellis Delamater & Mary Lou Lambert May 05  Mark & Vicki Alter May 07 

Harold & Sheryl Brunski May 21     

       
Jean & Elaine Mercier Jun 04  Gary Lane & Jan Young Jun 11 

Don & Marianne Wilder Jun 14  Marker & Mo Wise Jun 15 
Joe & Barb Gildner Jun 17  Terry & Laurie Smith Jun 23 

Peter & Susan Dolbee Jun 24  Bob & Linda Kinsella Jun 25 
Dan & Kristine Miller Jun 29  Bob & Alyson Rose Jun 29 

 

Birthdays 
Peter Dolbee May 07  Rick Alpert May 09 

Joanne Walsh May 12  Sandy Savanich May 15 

John Ridgely May 20  John Fuchs May 25 
Dave McCue May 25  Susan Ridgely May 25 

Estela Riela May 29     
       

Paul Hafemann Jun 04  Elaine Mercier Jun 14 

Peggy Whiteaker Jun 19  Sandy Pollak Jun 19 
Helga Ralph Jun 19  Kitty Rede Jun 19 

Marianne Wilder Jun 27  Donna Walling Jun 28 
Richard Block Jun 29  Joyce Uchino Jun 30 

Bob Ensign Jun 30     

 

Years In Club 

 Year Joined Date Voted In Years 
Ray & Nancy Marshall 2001 5/1/2001 20 
Howard & Barbara Foss 2007 5/2/2007 14 

Mark & Patti Smith 2014 5/7/2014 7 
Kandra & Richie Long 2017 5/3/2017 4 

Norm & Jackie Deangelo 2020 5/6/2020 1 
Paul & Linda Hafemann 2020 5/6/2020 1 

Mike O'Connor & Joni Knapp 2020 5/6/2020 1 

    
Duke Bissinger 1991 6/1/1991 30 

Mark & Vicki Alter 2003 6/4/2003 18 
Jim Coticchia & Carol Gates 2014 6/5/2014 7 

    

    

    
 

Please note:   Birthday, Anniversaries, and Years in Club come from information on the PCC Roster.     If there is an error please contact Ted 

Sickles to update the information on the roster.  Thank you. 
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THREE NEW CORVETTE COLORS 
 

BY NORM DEANGELO  

 

 

Chevy Unveils Three New Corvette Colors 
from: Andrew Nabors, April 26, 2021 

  

Taste the rainbow 

 

In the old days, Corvettes arrived in black, red, and white. For the 2022 model, Chevrolet has 
changed the formula of three shades to offer a dozen exterior finishes. In the latest news from the 
National Corvette Museum, Assembly Plant Manager Kai Spande unveiled the new colors on Friday. 
Starting off the changes, Amplify Orange Tintcoat replaces Sebring Orange. Hypersonic Grey has 
replaced Shadow Grey, and Caffeine Metallic replaces Zeus Bronze. The other news is a low spoiler 
option for non-Z51 cars while the Z06 is being finalized 

 

 

 

 

  

https://blog.dupontregistry.com/author/anaborsdr/
https://blog.dupontregistry.com/chevrolet/chevy-unveils-three-new-corvette-colors/
https://blog.dupontregistry.com/chevrolet/corvette/
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NEW MEMBER: PRESTON DYER 
BY PRESTON DYER 

 

As background, Preston Dyer, originally from Moscow, PA which was and now to a lessor degree, 

a small rural town in NE PA between Scranton and Stroudsburg in the Pocono Mts. 

Geographically 115 miles West of NYC and 125 North of Philadelphia. 

 

Following graduation from college in ‘79, I moved to Columbia, South Carolina to begin my adult 

working career at a Goodyear Tire plant as a Management Trainee on a tire production line. 

 Needless to say it didn’t last long as I was immediately referred to as the “Yankee” and most 

everyone else was “Bubba”.  The State Capital had the Confederate Flag flying atop the State 

Flag with the US Flag last!  I met some people who worked for the state that had Confederate 

Memorial Day, Robert E. Lee’s and Jefferson Davis’ birthday off as State holidays.  “Red 

Neckerson”, a local radio morning DJ used say, “Just ask yourself why”?  I did and quit at 6 

months. 

 

Moved to Chicago to work for the AC Nielsen Marketing Company most known for the TV Ratings 

which is how I originally got to LA.  Great job, met some great people and had a fun time in my 

mid 20’s working with advertisers among the ABC TV Network. Anyone remember Jerry Dumphy 

and Tricia, whatever her last name was, that did the local evening news?  Paul Moyer, a Ferrari 

guy replaced them. 

 

In late ‘83, having always been a car person, I began a quest to work in the Auto Industry 

located here in LA, as my Uncle had in Michigan with Chrysler Corp.  He was my hero as he 

would visit his parents, my grandparents, in PA with an always brand new “Demo”.  I look back 

at some of the rides he drove, and I later managed to take a drive in, many of them are now 

very expensive classics. It was fun.   

So, I landed with Toyota Motor Corp in Torrance as Honda seemingly didn’t want me. Best no 

hire I ever got.  Toyota/Lexus is a supremely good and strong company that to this day 

represents to Japan similarly to what GM and Ford did here after the war. What is good for 

Toyota is good for Japan.  Anyway, started in Torrance as an analyst and was sent in mid ‘84 to 

learn the company through the Regional or Zone offices working directly with our dealers. Moving 

back and forth from the KC, Chicago and then Cincinnati Regions I did a 2.5 yr stint in Tokyo and 

Nagoya working in Global Marketing with Toyota and Lexus Distributors around the world. 

 Traveled a lot and the then Mrs. Dyer didn’t approve.  To her credit, every time I moved she 

mostly had to start over. That is another story.   

 

Upon returning to the US I worked in Torrance once again, in our Market Representation 

Division, which effectively is the Business side of the company regarding who, where and what 

our National Dealer body are and represent to their communities and customers. Then in 2016, 

as you may know, we relocated from Torrance to Dallas and I then served as the National 

Marketing Manager for the Service and Parts Division; Parts, Service, Accessory Sales and 

Customer Retention.  Think, Toyota Care, our no cost 2 yr Maintenance Program. 

 

Clearly, this may have been too long a route to the point of how I became a Corvette owner!  I 

have always liked certain of the generations and specific years but never found one that was 

pristine and met my option specs that was for sale at the right time or that I wanted to afford.  
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 ‘65-67 and ‘68-72 Coupes are my favorites. That was until the C6 generation arrived.  I 

remember my first time seeing a C6 and thinking how, in my view, it reflected the early C3 

styling.  In ‘09 the ZR1 introduction had me sold, someday!   

 

Having been and Import guy my whole life, although liking most any great car and brand, I 

needed to get past my Import Sports car phase to arrive at this point.  Never owned a domestic 

car nor any form of a muscle car before.  First car at 17 was a VW and then a couple of 

Triumphs, Datsuns, an RX-7 and about a 1000 Toyotas and Lexus over the 36 years with the 

company.  In there I had to act on the Porcshe bug from which I have owned a few and 

currently own 2.  The ZR1 arrived in November just before Thanksgiving from the original owner 

in North Carolina.  It met the mark for my first Vette and I like it very much.  It is obviously a 

very powerful and different experience than a 911 

 

On another note I also have a Moto addiction. All of this a sickness or is it a disease?   Since 9, I 

have had some form of a motorcycle including my first which was a ‘59 Vespa given to me by a 

friend of my father.  I learned to ride, jump and dirt track in the fields behind our house as well 

as keeping a 2 stroke mixed with gas and oil.  A little of this and more of that. Many have 

followed now with 3 BMW’s. 

 

So that is my story; retired, married to a great woman with 3 boys I met upon returning from 

Japan at a jazz bar in Seal Beach, Spaghettinis.  We have been together since and formalized it 

in July of ‘09 by getting married in Laguna Beach. 
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RIVERSIDE RACE TRACK 

 

BY VICKY KOVACS 

I saw this photo posted on FB.  It brought back many fond memories.  Walt and I lived in 

Riverside, CA, during the early years of our marriage (1970's).  We frequently went to 

qualifying and racing events out at the Riverside Race Track.   Once I almost tripped over 

Paul Newman, who was napping on a undercar gurney.   Another time, I encountered Peter 

Revson.   We always had a good time, watching Can Am and Nascar races.   Walt has 

many slides and photos of these times, as well as many stories.   

 

Fond memories of the 60's and 70's, now replaced by a shopping center 
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Above Article BY DAVE McCUE 

 

  



P a g e  | 16 Corvette Waves     May 2021 

LAGUNA WOODS CRUISE 
 

BY DAVID YEATES  

As I mentioned at the meeting the Laguna Woods car club is having a cruise on 

Memorial day around the village. It's for the vets that live here. A lot of these folks 

don't have much entertainment so it gives them something to look forward to. If you 

have a  couple of hours on the 31st of May they would  certainly appreciate it. 

If you would like to, decorate your car with something appropriate for the occasion. 

Not mandatory but appreciated. We will leave club house #1 at 2p. so leave enough 

time to prep your car. Figure about an hour maybe less for the parade. If you come 

off the #5 freeway on El Toro make a turn onto El Toro. [head toward the beach] Gate #1 will be on the left 

about 1 mile up. You will need a pass to get in. Send me your name and email address and I will send it to you. 

Print it and present it at the gate. 

 

After you go through the gate take the first left. Go straight and you will see the cars in the parking lot on your 

left in about a 1/4 of a mile. 

 

Any questions email me at dyeates10@aol.com.  On the day of the show text me @ 951/212-0971. According to 

word on the street there might 50 cars on the cruise. So if you can join us you can tour beautiful downtown 

Laguna Woods! LOL We will organize ourselves at the starting point so that we can all be together. The Vets 

would love to see our Vettes!                           

 

OUR FAMOUS AUTOMOBILE PHOTOGRAPHER 
 

BY DAVID YEATES  

My article this month is on an entrepreneur in our mist. He is among other things a 
Corvette enthusiast, amateur photographer extraordinaire, an author, and artist. 

As well as the numerous photographs he has taken of me and my car over the past 
few years my latest experience with him has been as a automobile photographer. He 

created a keepsake for a lifetime for me. You see him at most club events honing his 

craft as an amateur photographer. He deserves a lot of credit and thanks for doing 
what he does for the club. 

 
Unbeknownst to me he has been in the poster business for several years now. He has been into photography for 

40 years though. I think he has it down now. LOL I have a couple of samples for you to look at. I strongly 
recommend that you let him do your car for you. You will love it! So far the club members he has done cars for, 

Jim Coticchia and Carol's new C8, and AL Krauza and Kitty's new C8, and Ellis Delameter and Mary’s fleet, Gary 

Lane and Jan, and Harold and Sheyrl Brunski. These are only the ones I know about, there have probably been 
more.  

  

I think you know by now that I am talking about the famous automobile photographer, our own David 
McCue! I strongly suggest that you have him do your car for you. It's a memento that you will treasure always. 

You would do well to order it quickly as the line will be forming after reading this! 
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This has been a public service announcement from your transitional VP. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



P a g e  | 18 Corvette Waves     May 2021 

YELLOW CARS 

BY RAY MARSHALL 

 

Nancy and I got our first yellow car just after we got married; it was a 1972 Datsun 

240Z.  Since then we have had 4 yellow Corvettes; 1995, 2003Z, 2008Z, 2018Z.  

Back in 1972 I read that yellow was the safest can color because it is visible day or 

night and likely to be noticed. 
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While cruising the internet I came across this article.  It hit home and you will see why. 

Car Color and Its Effect on Value 

Which Colors Help and Hurt a Car's Resale Value? 

BY JULIE BLACKLEY 

 • A vehicle’s color can have a substantial impact on how quickly it loses value, with the highest 

depreciating color losing more than twice the value compared to the lowest 

• Popular colors, including white, black, and silver, have minimal impact, meaning they won’t hurt resale 

value but they also won’t help a vehicle maintain its value 

• Some of the most beneficial colors for retaining value, including yellow and orange, may surprise 

consumers 

After comparing the prices of more than six million new and used cars between 2017 to 

2020, iSeeCars.com has determined which colors help, hurt, or have minimal impact on a vehicle’s resale value. 

“A vehicle’s color is among the primary considerations after shoppers have decided on a make and model,” said 

iSeeCars Executive Analyst Karl Brauer. “With resale value being the single biggest factor in how much a new 

vehicle ‘costs’ over the course of ownership, consumers should carefully consider their color choice.” 

Mainstream colors, including white, black, and silver, are popular because they are seen as the safest colors with 

the widest appeal. But are those the best colors for helping a vehicle maintain its value? “There’s a bit of a self-

fulfilling prophecy going on here, with many consumers picking these mainstream colors not because they like 

them, but because they assume everyone else does,” said Brauer. “This makes white, black, and silver appear to 

be in high demand, yet our analysis confirms that more obscure colors tend to hold their value better than 

common and popular colors.”  

Overall, yellow is the vehicle color that holds its value best, depreciating 45.6 percent less than the 

average vehicle. “Yellow may not be a widely desired car color, but there are enough people who want yellow, 

versus the number of yellow new cars being ordered, to make yellow cars more desirable than others on the used 

market,” said Brauer. “In fact, yellow is among the colors with the lowest vehicle share, and is most commonly a 

color for sports cars and other low-volume vehicles that hold their value relatively well.”  

The same holds true for orange, which ranks third and also comprises a small overall share of vehicles. “Like 

yellow, orange is most often found on low-volume sports and muscle cars,” said Brauer. “Orange is such a novel 

color that it is often the choice for popular special edition vehicles, like the 30th edition Mazda MX-5 Miata, which 

are typically limited production vehicles.”  

7 Yellow PCC 

Corvettes at Big 

Bear 

https://www.iseecars.com/
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Beige, also an uncommon car color, is the vehicle color with the second-lowest depreciation. “Beige cars also 

comprise a small vehicle share of less than one percent,” said Brauer. “Although the term ‘beige’ has become 

synonymous with boring, it encompasses a spectrum of hues from off-white to a light brown and stands out in a 

parking lot while still being a neutral color.”  

However, rarity alone does not determine how much a vehicle depreciates. The three paint colors with the 

highest depreciation—purple, brown, and gold—also have low market share, but depreciate far worse than 

average. “Rarity alone does not equal value. If a color doesn’t resonate with enough used car shoppers it will hurt 

resale value, even if it’s uncommon,” said  Brauer. 

The most common car colors--black, white, silver, gray, red, and blue--are all close to average in terms of 

depreciation. “Because there are so many of these vehicles in the used car marketplace, buyers can shop around 

more easily if they're interested in these colors, reducing the amount of pricing power for dealers,” said Brauer. 

“This means black, white, and silver are the safe colors to buy if you're satisfied with average value retention, but 

not if you're trying to do better than average.” 

Vehicle Depreciation by Car Color - iSeeCars 

Rank Color Avg Price New Avg Price Used 3-year % Depreciation Compared to Overall 

1 Yellow $37,742 $30,027 20.4% 0.54x 

2 Beige $28,487 $22,004 22.8% 0.61x 

3 Orange $30,714 $22,400 27.1% 0.72x 

4 Green $35,012 $24,052 31.3% 0.83x 

5 Gray $35,096 $22,331 36.4% 0.97x 

6 Red $35,295 $22,255 36.9% 0.98x 

7 Blue $35,061 $22,100 37.0% 0.98x 

8 Silver $35,026 $21,847 37.6% 1.00x 

 Overall Average $37,144 $23,187 37.6%  

9 White $39,167 $24,279 38.0% 1.01x 

10 Black $39,447 $24,309 38.4% 1.02x 

11 Purple $36,159 $21,263 41.2% 1.1x 

12 Brown $42,369 $24,517 42.1% 1.12x 

13 Gold $39,868 $21,693 45.6% 1.21x 
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A TALE OF FOUR Z'S 

BY BOB ROSE 

 

                   A Tale of Four Z’s (and one twice) 

I have not written an article for the newsletter in a while. This will likely make up for it.  
 
First some background on my need for speed. I started racing when I was in college in the 
mid 70’s. My first race car was an SCCA Formula Vee which was an open wheel racer 

based on a VW powerplant. FV is still raced today and when I saw one at the track a few months ago I marveled 
at how I was ever able to fit inside. I don’t remember it being that small.  
 
From FV I graduated to Formula Ford, another open wheel racer that is still in competition today after nearly 50 
years. It is based on F1 geometry but is powered by a Cosworth 1600 engine. Zero to 60 in about 3 seconds and 
a top speed around 155. Sitting 2 inches off the ground in an open cockpit at those speeds is quite a thrill.  
 
Over the years I also raced a D Production Triumph GT6 and did some serious road rallying including high speed 
on road dirt fun in a proper Austin Mini Cooper that was later used by the Austin Powers film franchise. That 
blue mini with the Union Jack on the roof and sides that Michael Myers drove in was just like mine, only I had 
mine first.  
 
It wasn’t until 2014, when I was in my 50’s did I ever own or even consider a Corvette. I was more an English car 
or Formula guy until then. In 2013 I was visiting with a cousin in New Jersey. He owns a couple of Ferraris, a 
classic Jaguar, and a 2004 Z06. He tracks all of them except the Jag. He took me out to Pocono raceway for a 
typical HPDE track day and I rode along in the Z06 in the right seat. My cousin is a very good driver and by the 
time I finished a couple of sessions with him it was simple: I have GOT to get myself one of these! I had no idea 
the Corvette was such a capable track car. I had been around them all of my life at the track, I just wasn’t 
interested as we competed in different circles and my focus was elsewhere.  
 
Z06 #1 
After my track day at Pocono, I had been shopping for a C5 Vette for a while, and in February of 2014 I found a 
black C5 2004 Z06 in Seattle on-line that had 11,000 miles on it and was slightly modified. Tiger Shark body 
conversion, headers and exhaust cut-outs. I bought the car sight unseen (except photos) wired the guy the 
money and flew up to Seattle to get it. I drove it home, heading back south the same day.  
 
Over the next year and a half, I made several more mods to the car, including a tune by A&A Corvette in Oxnard 
that yielded a significant horsepower increase. It makes about 460 to the rear wheels, which is kind of like a C6, 
but the car is lighter. I did some suspension work including lowering it considerably and setting it up for 
autocross. I won the SCCA regional autocross championship in my class in it in 2015. I also joined PCC as a 
Corvette owner with this car in 2014. I did track it a couple of times at Fontana, but it wasn’t really set up for 
HPDE’s.  
 
I sold the car in late 2015. 
 
Z06 # 2  
After about a year without a Corvette and a hiatus from the club, I purchased a red 2015 Z06 from DC Motors in 
Anaheim in 2016. This car had been a Ron Fellows demonstrator / school track car in Pahrump, Nevada. It had 
about 5000 miles on it. I showed back up at PCC with one of the first C7 Z06’s in the club. I had this car for 
almost three years and took it to the track on a regular basis. It, like all 2015 and 2016 Z06’s had cooling 
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problems on the track if the weather was warm. Over 90 degrees it would not finish a session. I added an 
auxiliary cooler for the supercharger which helped a lot, but even then, it was a fight. I did manage to take 3rd in 
this car in the Wilwood Corvette Challenge series in 2018 though.  
 
Z06 # 3 
GM fixed the cooling problem in the 2017 models and beyond, and in early 2019 I bought another Long Beach 
Red Z06 from DC Motors, this time a 2018 with about 8000 Ron Fellows track miles on it. I sold the 2015 and 
started tracking the 2018. No cooling problems but there was an issue somewhere between the steering wheel 
and the driver’s seat that would just not go away. I had just won the Wilwood Corvette challenge for 2019 with 
this car, and the suspension was set up perfectly. I just wanted more horsepower (how much is enough? – stand 
by for that answer later). So, I decided to change the Supercharger pulleys for more boost. The guy who did the 
work talked me into adding a Methanol cooling system for the supercharger. This is a very effective way to 
increase horsepower and keep the power curve consistent regardless of ambient temperature. It’s also a good 
way to burn up your car. Ask any top fuel dragster driver.  
 
The mistake I made was to let him re-purpose the washer tank for the Methanol instead of putting the tank in 
the back of the car, as we should have. Even then, it would not have likely been safe. In August of last year at 
Fontana raceway, I was doing a test & tune lap. It was over 90 degrees. As I came around the turn 5 – 6 sweeper 
(at about 40mph) I got a face full of methanol fumes. Not good. I slowed and pulled off the track just as flames 
started coming up through the hood vents. I immediately got out of the car and got clear just in time before the 
methanol tank exploded, blowing most of the left front fender completely off the car. Now, in addition to the 
methanol system, the fuel system was totally involved in the fire, or the fuel system started the fire to begin 
with, we will never know. The fuel pump in these cars put out almost 2000 PSI on the high-pressure side. We 
could not get the hatch open due to the fire and disconnect the battery to shut off the fuel pump. The fire was 
really stubborn. When it was all over, we had lost the hood, both fenders, the entire fender sub structure on the 
left side, cracked a support member of the frame, melted the firewall, windshield, some interior parts on the 
driver’s side, and most of the wiring harness. The brake and clutch master cylinders also melted; plus a few 
other things we haven’t found yet.  

 
The car spent several months in a salvage yard while we delt with the insurance company. I got it back a few 
weeks ago and believe it or not it still has a clear title and no Carfax (go figure). We have started to take it apart 
and will make a decision as to whether we are going to restore it or part it out. The drivetrain has 14,000 miles 
on it and no major damage. Either way the engine needs to come out before we can decide. I am fortunate to 
have the space in my warehouse to keep it and a lift too. So, over the next several months I’ll keep you posted 
on which way we go.  
 
There is an evil voice in my head that is also partly a matter of honor that wants to restore it to correct the 
stupid mistake I made that may have caused the fire in the first place. We don’t really know what caused it to 
begin with, and never will, as there isn’t enough left to do any real forensics, but the methanol sure didn’t help 
minimize the damage. If we do fix it, I will return it to (mostly) stock and take it to Vegas to be my daily driver 
over there. (We live there too). I normally don’t name my cars but this one is now known as Burnie. 
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Z #4, only this time a ZR-1 
I was so bummed over losing my Z06 I knew I had to get another track car at least as nice as the car that had 
burned. I seriously thought about a Porsche GT3 or something similar, but the cost and maintenance on those 
cars is silly when a Corvette can keep up all day long, particularly if it’s a ZR-1. I started shopping for a C7 ZR-1 in 
September of last year. GM built 2500 of these cars in 2019 and that was it. Less than 500 were 3LZ’s with the 
track package that I was looking for. Most ZR-1’s for sale at that time had about 10,000 miles on them and were 
scattered all over the country. Only a few were equipped with what I wanted at any given time and they were 
mostly overpriced. Just by luck I was looking online one morning and a black ZR1 equipped exactly the way I 
wanted it showed up at a dealer in Costa Mesa. It had 300 miles on it and a very reasonable price too. I gave 
them a deposit over the phone and headed over. By the time I got there, three other people were in line with 
offers. The dealer was honorable though and sold me the car for what he had advertised it for.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It turned out the car had been sold in November of 2019 (it is #2101 of 2441 coupes and 512 convertibles made) 
and whoever bought it never made a payment and didn’t drive it either. It was repossessed in February of 2020 
and it took 7 more months to work out the title before it could be sold again. Lucky me. 
 
Then the trouble started. First, the front splitter cracked from downforce at Fontana when I hit 174mph at the 
end of the front straightaway. Mine was not the only ZR1 to have this happen either. GM claims the top speed is 
212mph. Apparently there was a run of defective splitters at some point. As I write this the splitter has been on 
backorder for almost 4 months.  
 
The next thing that happened was a mystery failure of the Stabillitrak system. On my way to San Diego for a road 
rally with Bob Savanich in the right seat, the car yanked the steering wheel out of my hands and made an 
unscheduled lane change on the 5. Fortunately, I didn’t hit anything. The car issued a warning to “Service 
Stabillitrak System”. OK, so I took it to Simpson. They had it for about a week, changed a bunch of parts, 
reloaded the software and declared it fixed. It failed again on my way home. I took the car back and told them I 
didn’t want to see it again until this problem was resolved. Longer story short: They ended up bringing out a 
factory engineer who claimed they had never seen this issue before. Six weeks later I got the car back. It had 
been caused by a cascade failure on the CAN bus subsystem that handles traction control and GM still claims 
they have never seen this before.  
 
4 days after I got it back, I T-boned a Honda on Oso Parkway and did $35,000 worth of damage to my car. No 
injuries except to my pride. If things really do come in threes, I have had my three with this car. All fixed now 
and looks brand new again after waiting for 5 weeks for the hood, and we still don’t have the new splitter (the 
old one was patched and went back on for now) but it got me to thinking about my track strategy. The value of  
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the ZR1 has gone up a lot. The average sale price for a track equipped unit is now at least $160,000. New sticker 
was $140,000. That’s a lot of money plus it’s a very rare car to put in danger on the track, so I decided to go 
looking for a C5 Z06 I could convert into a dedicated track car. No, it won’t go 176mph at Fontana or over 210 in 
a 1.5 mile speed event like the ZR1, but on most of the tighter more technical tracks we typically race on, a well 
prepared C5 will do just fine and be more than just competitive. The C5 Z06 is arguably the best track ready 
Corvette ever built. So, I started looking again. Oh, and the ZR1, after the Stabillitrak failure, has been named 
Ziggy by one of our scholarship applicants.  
 
Z#5 – a C5 Z06, again.  
It was a Sunday morning a couple of months ago, right after the accident with the ZR1, and I was cruising around 
on-line looking at the various web sites that hawk used Corvettes and there it was on Car Guru’s, a beautiful 
black C5 Z06 at a dealer in Burbank with only 31,000 miles on it. It also looked very familiar. My 1st Corvette (a 
black C5 Z06 that I sold 7 years ago, #1 above) had some unique mods. In addition to the Tiger Shark body kit 
and exhaust mods the car came with, I had installed an awesome set of LED taillights, lowered the car about 2 
inches, and also installed a custom trailer hitch because I used to take my tires to the autocross events on a little 
4x8 trailer. It’s mostly hidden between the exhaust pipes but if you know where to look you can see it. That 
made the car rather unique and looking at the Z06 in Burbank there was no question it was my first Corvette. I 
hooked up my trailer and went to Burbank first thing Monday morning and brought it home.  
 
I had just installed a lift in my warehouse so that we could work on Burnie, and now it is doing double duty. I 
took the C5 to Vegas for a track day on April 10th, and then to Fontana two weeks later for some testing and 
shakedown. It did pretty well but had some overheating problems in Vegas and under the high-speed stress at 
Fontana showed me that it needed a suspension overhaul. So, the work is underway. We are installing a Dewitt’s 
track radiator, 3200-CFM fan system, Lingenfelter oil cooler, Sparco racing seat and steering wheel, harness bar 
& belts, PFADT stage 3 coil-over shocks and sway bars (the leaf springs come out), and Delrin bushings. Also on 
the horizon are a set of 3” long tube headers, X-pipe and replacement of the exhaust system to eliminate the 
cats and mufflers. That will necessitate a new tune and we will take a look at a cam at that time too.  
 
Our next track days are at the end of the month at Chuckwalla for an SCCA time attack and then Fontana the 
following week. I am hoping to be ready for both.  
 
So, this is how I have ended up with three Corvettes when I really ever only wanted one: Burnie, Ziggy, and yet 
to be named track car (Re-run?). I can beat the crap out of Re-run on the track without fear, polish Ziggy’s 
fenders and use it for PCC events and perhaps an occasional track day, just because unless you have put your 
foot to the floor in a car that makes 755 horsepower and leave it there, you haven’t really driven, and work on 
Burnie as time permits for therapy. 
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MAY & JUNE CALENDARS 
 

Keep Checking For Additions, Postponements And/Or Cancellations 

 

ttps://www.pccvettes.org 
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ALL SERIOUSNESS ASIDE 
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P a g e  | 27 Corvette Waves     May 2021 

Pacific Coast Corvettes is pleased and grateful for the 

involvement and support of the following sponsors: 

____________________________________ 

 
Speed Ventures is a motorsports group operating out of California which has been organizing 

track events since 2001. We organize lapping days, driving schools, time trials, and races in 

California and Nevada, providing a fun environment to learn the limits of your car and improve 

your driving abilities. We offer instruction in performance-driving technique, optional AMB 

transponder-based timing at all events, and an opportunity to affordably live your dream of 

driving your car on a real racetrack. We can also arrange for race car rentals and professional 

race-driving instruction. 

 

Our mission is to provide the highest quality track experience for the best value. With safety as 

a driving concern, we strenuously work to make our events run smoothly and professionally. 

Additionally, we set rigid registration limits to keep traffic to a minimum and maximize your 

driving enjoyment. 

 

www.speedventures.com 

(323) 973-7744 

http://www.speedventures.com/
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Simpson Chevrolet appreciates the affiliation it has with Pacific Coast Corvettes and is proud to 

be a club sponsor and participant with PCC and major contributor to PCC’s Scholarship 

Program.  We are pleased to continue our sponsorship for an additional year, through 2021 

and committed to contribute $1000 to the club’s scholarship fund plus an additional $500 

scholarship contribution for continued excellent college academic performance for previous 

scholarship awardees.  
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Cypher Scientific, the first corporate sponsor of Pacific Coast Corvettes, has been reporting 
that MedWand, a device we have been working on for almost three years, has been released 
to manufacturing. MedWand is a disruptive medical device that enables a doctor to examine 
you remotely, regardless of where you are, or where the doctor may be. It finally puts 
“medicine” into telemedicine. You can see it in action at www.medwand.com. MedWand is 
now in pre-FDA submission testing and we expect final approval by June. Watch for MedWand 
to make an immediate impact in home healthcare, telemedicine, and remote access to quality 
healthcare.   

Along with MedWand’s release, Cypher Scientific is now a partner in Amoled Technical 
Services. We have begun producing replacement screens for after-market repair of the iPhone 
X in our factory in Korea and have launched sales worldwide. Check it out at 
www.amoledscreens.com. Another factory, located in Southeast Asia for the production of 
replacement screens for the Samsung OLED phones like the 8, 8+, 9 and 9+ is in planning for 
later this summer.  

We also are proud to continue to be involved as part of the Corvette community through our 
sponsorship of Bob Rose’s car in the Wilwood Corvette Challenge series again for the 2021 
season and are looking forward to expanding that sponsorship into the 2021 SCCA Solo and 
Pro-Solo Autocross series as well. We are also interested in helping support a multi-car Pacific 
Coast Corvettes Racing Team in 2021.  

Cypher Scientific’s mechanical and electrical engineering teams can bring your imagined 
products to life. Medical, home, automotive, robotic, industrial: What can we build for you 

  

http://www.medwand.com/
http://www.amoledscreens.com/
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Greg Glick, A Professional Realtor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 $1000 Donation to the PCC Scholarship Fund for Every Sale or Purchase! 
 45 years in Laguna Niguel & Expert Knowledge of the Surrounding Cities. 
 Full Spectrum of Services: Selling, Buying, Investing & Leasing.  
 Professional Realtor with over 250 transactions completed. 
 Sold EVERY Home Listed! From $350k to Over $3 Million. 
 Call Me for a Private Consultation. 

Please remember the highest compliment my clients can ever give is the referral of their 

friends, family, and business associates. If you know anyone who would 

benefit from the level of service I provide, please let them know about me. Thank you for 

your trust! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keller Williams Realty 

Cell/Text: 949-872-3456 

Office: 949-282-0088 

Web: PropertyByGreg.com 

Email: Greg@PropertyByGreg.com 

DRE #01888110 

 

mailto:Greg@PropertyByGreg.com
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Selling Real Estate 

as Fast as I drive this car! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While I may be newer to the area, I am not new to Real Estate.  Coming from Silicon Valley, 

one of the most competitive markets in California, I know what it takes to get your home sold 

or your offer accepted.   

I obtained my license while working as a manager for a well-known company named after a 

certain fruit (also known as the world’s most admired company).  After leaving there to pursue 

real estate full time, I would come full circle and work with a brokerage that provided 

relocation services to that same company! 

 Licensed since 2008, Broker licensed since 2014 
 Proud member of Orange County Realtors Association, CA Association of Realtors, 

National Association of Realtors 
 Awards received:  Salesmaster Award ($5+ million in sales), Hall of Fame Award ($12.2+ 

million in sales), two-time Presidents Club Award ($9.1+ million in sales), Womens 
Council of Realtors 2012 Realtor Member of the Year 

 

Mo Wise 

Broker Associate/Realtor 

eXp Realty of California, Inc. 

Business email:  Mo@Wiseplaces.com 

(949) 449-0906 

www.WisePlaces.com 

DRE# 01842781 

 

Let’s strategize on how I can accelerate your Real Estate dreams! 

eXp Realty is nationwide - let me know how I can help your friends/family. 

  

mailto:Mo@Wiseplaces.com
http://www.wiseplaces.com/
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EVENT FLYERS 

                                                

                                                  PACIFIC  COAST  CORVETTES 
 

Enjoy the beauty of the mountains 
Big Bear Lake, July 22-25

th 

 
- Visit the new Zoo 
- Take the chairlift to the top of Summit Mountain, walk the mile loop at the top and enjoy 

            lunch at the mountain top grill.  Take the chairlift down (or hike if you’re up to it) 
                 taking in the views of the lake 

- Rent a pontoon boat and enjoy Big Bear Lake 
 
 

SATURDAY EVENING, JULY 24th @ 5:00 p.m. join us for a BBQ dinner at 
 Jean and Elaine Mercier’s (more info to follow) 
 
Suggested lodging at the Robinhood Resort right in the Village (corner Pine Knot & Big Bear Blvd) 
 Restaurant and tavern on premises 
 Reserved parking for PCC 
 All shops and restaurants are within walking distance 
 
There are 3 lodging buildings on the property Wishing Well, Robinhood and Sherwood.  The 
Wishing Well has a large outside patio with tables and chairs that is great for group gatherings. 
 
 Standard single  $83/110  Wishing Well/Robinhood 
 Standard double  $92/118  Wishing Well 
 Larger single w/king  $101/143  Robinhood 
 King spa   $135/178  Sherwood 
 
 No a/c in any of the above rooms 
 
 King spa with a/c  $161/203  Sherwood 
 2 Queen with a/c  $152/195  Sherwood 
 
Robinhood Resort 
40797 Big Bear Blvd 
Big Bear Lake  92315 
 
(800) 866-4643 
Mention PCC Corvettes 
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Saturday July 10, 2021 

18th Annual San Juan Capistrano Car Show 

 

Powered by the San Juan Capistrano Rotary 

Club and featuring Capistrano Animal Rescue 

Effort (CARE) 

 

Get 2021 CAR SHOW information at 

www.sjcrotary.org/car-show 

REGISTER NOW!!! 

through July 1st..... and save $5 s 

 

 

 

Register online at SJC Car Show 2021, or 

Printout the Mail-In Registration Form and 

send by June 25, 2021 to 

P.O. Box 684, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92693 

 

Don't Forget!!! 

Pre-order your 

2021 San Juan Capistrano Car Show T-shirt 

 $20 along with each $40 registration 

  
We look forward to seeing you in 

San Juan Capistrano on July 10th 

 

PCC Event is hosted by Kandra Longo (949)-233-1878 

knrlongo@netzero.net 

  

https://sjcrotary.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=906e5520d62e13b1895b85bdb&id=b87e0ce075&e=d4ba481862
https://sjcrotary.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=906e5520d62e13b1895b85bdb&id=b1c3eaac51&e=d4ba481862
https://sjcrotary.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=906e5520d62e13b1895b85bdb&id=e966c89013&e=d4ba481862
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PCC FUN DAY at K-1 

 
 

K-1 is an indoor Go-Kart race track with electric Go-Karts 

The day will consist of 2 races, 1 qualifier (12 Laps) and 1 

Final (14 Laps) 

Metals will be award for the top 3 places 

The race package is $50/person 

Address: 17221 Von Karman Ave. 

Irvine, Ca. 92614 

Date:   August 7th 

Time:  Arrive at 12:30pm 

 

RSVP: to Dick Jones 

e-mail: rjones92691@cox.net 
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GETTING READY FOR THE JUNE NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Newsletter Editors 

Vicky & Walt Kovacs 


