
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 

 

THE FIRST PACIFIC COAST CORVETTE CLUB'S 2020 C8 CORVETTE: 

 

AND THE LUCKY OWNER IS------PETER DOLBEE 

See the Newsletter articles for more details. 

 

Who will be the first C8 owner to receive a speeding citation? 
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(949) 472-8194 
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Treasurer: Mark Smith   
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Secretary: Sandy Savanich  

(949) 468-8049 
Sergeant at Arms: Bob Savanich  
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 (949) 586-1746 
 Newsletter Editors: Walt & Vicky Kovacs  
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 Meetings  
Pacific Coast Corvettes meets the first 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at 
Hacienda on the Lake, 27792 Vista Del Lago, 
Mission Viejo, CA 92692 (949) 215-7313 

Business Location  
Pacific Coast Corvettes  
23785 El Toro Rd   #251  
Lake Forest, CA 92630-4762  
Telephone: (949) 334-7384  

WEB Page:  
http://www.pccvettes.org  
Ted Sickles (949) 716-3376 

Club Store:  
Judy Nunn 
(949) 586-1746  

Affiliation  
National Council of Corvette Clubs, Inc. 
(NCCC)  

Corvette Waves  
Corvette Waves is published monthly, within 
two weeks after each meeting. Contributions 
should be received no later than ten days 
after the monthly meeting. They should be 
given to Walt Kovacs in .doc or .docx format.  
Event flyers should be in .jpg or .doc/.docx 
format (but not .pdf) . Display advertising is 
accepted at the discretion of the editor.  
Yearly rates are $100 for a business card, 
$150 for a quarter page, and $200 for a half 
page. 
 
Articles presented in Corvette Waves reflect 
the opinion of the authors, not necessarily 
the views of the editor or Pacific Coast 
Corvettes. Pacific Coast Corvettes and its 
editor seek to publish accurate information 
but do not assume any liability or 
responsibility in the event of claim of loss or 
damages resulting from publication. 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

BY HAROLD BRUNSKI 

 

The dog days of August are behind us with the hope of cooler weather ahead. A couple of our 

August events were held during the heat streak but based on the turn out for both, participants 

didn’t seem to mind. 

It was great that the club was finally able to meet our 2020 scholarship winner, Santiago Guerrero 

during our September Zoom meeting. He let us know what his life experiences have been so far and provided us with an 

outline of his educational goals. You can tell he has a good head on this shoulders and really knows what he wants out of 

life. We wish Santiago the best with his education and goals for the future. 

We reviewed several things during the September Zoom meeting one of which was the upcoming election for Board 

positions. Ray Marshall & Gene Insley are coordinating the election and looking for nominees. If you are interested in a 

position please let one of them know. It’s great to hear that we already have some individuals interested in joining the 

Board next year. Nominations will continue through October and the voting will take place in November. 

As I’m writing this letter things appear to be improving as far as COVID 19 is concerned and California has been opening 

up a little more. However, our plan as a club is to continue with drives & online meetings until the state of California 

mandates otherwise. 

As a club we have done a great job coming up with events/drives during this pandemic. I’ve heard that we even have a 

group that plays online poker. I hope that members will continue to come up with events until we get back to normal. 

As the year moves on some members will be getting out of their older Corvettes, moving on to something new and 

accepting delivery of their new C8’s. I can’t wait to see them!  

Harold Brunski 

Note: 

The following folks have volunteered for this years Charity Committee. 

>Gene Insley 

>David Yeates 

>Arch Archard 

 

Thank you for your support & the club will let you know at our October meeting what has been budgeted for this year. 
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VICE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

 BY RAY MARSHALL 

 

It is another month and another weak VP article.  Things are starting to open up again.  The San 

Clemente Cars and Coffee is back in business and I heard there were a lot of cars there.  We have 

managed to keep from starving.  Harold and Sheryl Brunski managed to get a bunch of us to go 

to Paul’s Pantry for some fine breakfast.  I personally am on a quest for the perfect breakfast 

burrito and Paul’s was good but not as good as the one at Danny’s  Arthur’s.  In another attempt to put off starvation Bob 

and Sandy Savanich led a large group down the 5 Fwy on a Monday morning to the Windmill Food Hall.  This was an 

early lunch with an addition of ice cream if folks were so inclined.  We did attend some racing at Auto Club Speedway, 

some auto crossing and big track running.  I heard that it was very hot there. 

For the month of September we have some racing events, see the PCC calendar for more information.  We also have 

another Monday morning run.  On the 21st Don Wilder is putting on a run he is calling the California's Riviera Coast 

Cruise.  We leave at 9:00 (driver’s meeting time) from Ayers Hotel (Parking Lot) 24341 El Toro Road, Laguna Woods, CA.  

The destination is the Crevier Classic Car facility in Costa Mesa.  At the facility we will be provided donuts and coffee.  It 

will be a nice morning drive.  Please join us if you can.  Let Don know if you intend to attend. 

For the future, the Cambria outing is on.  Some folks have decided not to attend so there are rooms available if others 

want to fill in.  I will be sending out a note in the near future for any additional information. 

As far a the racing goes, it is going on just fine.  Look at the PCC Calendar for all the racing events.  A real intersting 

event that falls into the racing category is the SCCA Road Rally in the northern San Diego area.  Bob Rose did a great 

write up for this event in the Racer’s Edge article in the August newsletter.  More information is available at: 

https://sdrscca.com/roadrally/  Registration is available at:  

http://msreg.com/sdr-scca-road-rally-1-2020  

FYI, bob says that this event is sold out but you might be able to get on the waiting list. 

For all racing events the PCC contact is Bob Rose (702-755-7334).  These and more racing events are on the PCC 

Calendar. 

OK, keep safe, wash your hands, wear a mask, keep 6 feet away from other folks  and eat ice cream.  

If you have an idea for an event, please let me know. 

Always a pleasure. 

Ray Marshall 

 

 

https://sdrscca.com/roadrally/
http://msreg.com/sdr-scca-road-rally-1-2020
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September & October Celebrations 

Anniversaries 

Walt & Vicky Kovacs Sept 02  Bill & Mary Meyers Sept 10 

Don Thompson & Karen Massey Sept 17  Ron & Ulla Barr Sept 23 

Ed & Judy Baumgarten Sept 28  Greg & Sabrina Glick Sept 29 
Mike Jaques & Joanie Miller Sept 30     

       
Ted & Monica Jung Oct 01  Chris & Molly Knox Oct 09 

Harvey & Cate Riggs Oct 27  Donald & Patricia Fedderson Oct 28 
Sam & Estela Riela Oct 29     

   

Birthdays 
Andrew Golden Sept 01  Jill James Sept 10 

Richie Longo Sept 11  Gary Lane Sept 18 

Jerry Schlatter Sept 22  Judy Nunn Sept 22 
Linda Kinsella Sept 27  Eileen Robinson Sept 27 

       
Linda Seilhamer Oct 03  Marker Wise Oct 04 

Jim Robinson Oct 05  Bob Rose Oct 06 

Robin Woods Oct 07  Gina McCue Oct 13 
Mary Meyers Oct 18  Mark Smith Oct 20 

Jeff Bowman Oct 21  Patricia Fedderson Oct 28 
John (Fish) C. Fischle Oct 29     

 

Years In Club 

 Year Joined Voted In Years 
Rick Jesperson 2001 9/5/2001 19 

Gary & Joanne Walsh 2007 9/5/2007 13 
Bob & Alyson Rose 2013 9/4/2013 7 

Don & Patricia Fedderson 2018 9/5/2018 2 
Marker & Mo Wise 2019 9/3/2019 1 

    

Dan & Donna Fost 2002 10/1/2002 18 
Sherry Maples 2003 10/1/2003 17 

Robert & Linda Kinsella 2004 10/7/2004 16 
Harvey & Cate Riggs 2005 10/1/2005 15 

Dan & Patty Beadle 2009 10/4/2009 11 
Eugene & Helga Ralph 2009 10/4/2009 11 

Jim Rufus & Carole Deering 2012 10/3/2012 8 

Dave & Sue Hennings 2014 10/1/2014 6 
Jim & Diane Carter 2015 10/7/2015 5 

Al Krauza 2017 10/4/2017 3 
Mike & Sheri Corlett 2019 10/2/2019 1 

Chris & Molly Knox 2019 10/2/2019 1 
 

We also would like to extend condolences to Becky (and Henry) Lewis on the passing of her mother in August. 

 

Please note:   Birthday, Anniversaries, and Years in Club come from information on the PCC Roster.   

If there is an error please contact Ted Sickles to update the information on the roster.  Thank you. 
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How to Solve Smog Check Problems 
 

BY MO WISE 

Way back when in the April newsletter, I was so excited to tell you about the little port, polish 

and tune that we did to my 2008 C6 that resulted in 407 hp to the rear wheel.  I was happy 
that I wouldn’t need to “know a guy” in order to pass smog. 

 

Fast forward to August 28th.  With my registration due on September 2nd, I made my way 
down to the smog station that performed the check two years ago.  I pulled right in, filled out 

the paperwork and patiently waited for them to run the test.  I noticed the technician was 
doing a lot of walking back and forth, followed by a group consultation around my car.  After 20 minutes or so, the 

technician returned to say that they tried all of their various connectors but my car still did not want to communicate with 

their smog machine.  He suggested that I take it to a dealership.   
 

Frustrated, I left and spoke with a few club members for ideas on why this would happen.  Mark Smith was able to give 
me the tuner’s phone number and suggested that I call him to see if this has happened to his other clients.   

 
The tuner said that California changed some of the smog laws in July and if your ECU is not 100% stock, you are likely to 

fail.  He went on to mention that he believes there may be a lawsuit coming as many customers have installed smog legal 

mods and now they are likely to fail. 
 

Ironically, I had already been considering upgrading my car.  The thought of having to drive 1.5 hours just to have the 
ECU flashed to stock, then doing the same drive to have it flashed back to the tuned settings pushed me to the edge!  So 

I did what I do best…….SHOP! 

 
Around 4pm that same Friday, I saw a listing for a 2016 z06 with 529 miles on it.  Marker and I rushed to the dealership 

in Costa Mesa to see if that mileage was legit or just a typo.  Still in the detailing bay, sat this gleaming, gorgeous Long 
Beach Red z06 with, yup you guessed it, 529 miles on it!  By Sunday, that mileage was closer to 700 mainly because 

every setting you customize requires you to start the car.  Well if you’re going to start it, why not drive it, right? 
 

So the moral of the story is when a smog check doesn’t give you the desired results, follow the technician’s advice and 

take it to a dealership! 
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PCC’s First New Model - Repeated 

BY GENE INSLEY 

 With: Dave McCue, Jim Coticchia, Peter Dolbee, Ellis Delameter 
 

Four score and seven years ago – whoops, wrong preamble. 

Six years and 275 days ago --- Vickie and I pulled into a parking lot in 

Irvine to meet with our old friend Dave McCue who was prepared to take several photos of our 1999 

C5 Red Convertible.  As our membership knows, Dave is an accomplished photographer who loves 

taking pictures of cars, preferably Corvettes of course. 

We slowly cruised into the lot, saw Dave and headed towards him.  Dave was scanning the area 
looking for the arrival of our C5 when Vickie put down her window and said (perhaps screamed) - 
“Surprise” - as we unveiled our brand new Night Race Blue C7.  
 
The first C7 in the club – by one whole day!   
At our annual Awards Banquet that weekend we discovered our friends and former members Dan 

and Robin Katz had purchased a bright Red C7 - one day later than us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fast forward to Sept 2020, a year no one will ever forget from the challenges of COVID and its 

widespread tragedies to the extreme positives of the radically new mid-engine Corvette introduction. 

We have a repeat of two new-model Corvettes in PCC as Peter Dolby and Jim Coticchia have just 

taken delivery of their stunning new rides.  Dave’s trusty camera is ready again to document the 

unique beauty that both cars exhibit along with their proud owners. Balancing all this new iron/plastic 

we included a few photos of a couple of oldies, my C7 and Ellis Delameter’s 66 Coupe plus a few 

taken by Dave back in 2014. 
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Peter took delivery of his Silver beauty Sept 1st and Jim collected his White masterpiece on the 9th.  

Both were purchased locally at Simpson in Irvine.  Peter and Jim are enjoying the accrual of their first 

500 miles so the protective software will allow RPM’s above the break-in limit of 4500. One obstacle 

to overcome is the attention both cars draw wherever they are driven which inhibits actual drive 

time.  During our photo shoot in a pretty quiet parking area more than a few drivers slowed to 

admire and comment 

Enjoy the photos, pull Jim and Peter aside to talk about their new wheels and think about who will be 

the next PCC member(s) to own and display the clubs first – C9.                        
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A C8 STORY 

BY PETER DOLBEE 

 

The story of our C8 coupe begins with the PCC event held in the “good old days” 

before COVID-19 when many of us PCC folks visited Simpson Chevrolet in Irvine.  

I know it was July 30, 2019 because I placed a deposit on the new car after 

looking at the blue C8 they had in the showroom for all of us to drool over.  I 

figured it would be somewhere around May or June 2020 before I would see our 

car.  But that was not to be.   

 

First there was the 40 day UAW strike that stopped all production at Bowling Green in the fall of 2019.  That 

event cost GM $3.6 billion and added to the wait time for our new car.  By December 11, 2019, production of 

the 2020 Corvette was completely sold out and there was some question in my 

mind whether we would still get a car of that model year.  And then COVID hit.  By 

May, 2020 the plant had built only 2700 C8 Corvettes and order books for the 2021 

model were opened.   

I contacted the Corvette Concierge on several occasions during the summer to see what was what, and 

consistently heard back that my car was in “3000 status”, meaning they had the order in the system but no 

production date was scheduled.  Bummer.  

BY PETER DOLBEE 

There was the GM strike, 
and then COVID 19 hit. 
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Then.  Sean Samadzai, the Corvette salesperson at Simpson, called in August and told me the car was built!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUT. It was sitting in the lot at Bowling Green waiting to be shipped by rail to California.  It sat.  And sat.  Then finally, 

Sean told me it was on the train! 

That’s when Susan started her campaign to accelerate the delivery of our car.   The only 

thing is, it didn’t help.  Almost every day she would ask me to call Sean and find out where 

the thing was.   

Finally!  Sean called in late August and said the car was in Mira Loma!  Where is Mira 

Loma?  Riverside County.  Again, we had to wait and wait and wait, and Susan 

continued to drive me crazy.  Of course, by proxy I continued to drive Sean crazy, but 

there was nothing he could do to accelerate the process….until he called on Tuesday, 

September 1 to let us know the car was finally here! 

So now we are enjoying what is really a fantastic automobile.  As I wrote Sean: 

"There is literally no comparison.  I have bought new C5, C6 and C7 cars and they are clear improvements on the prior 

version.  However, there is no comparison between the C8 and previous generations.  It is quieter, more comfortable and 

obviously very different styling.  The view out the windshield is incredible.  The new Tremec 8 speed DCT is the best 

automatic transmission I have experienced - even better than the ZF 8 speed automatics in German cars like our Audi Q8.  

I have previously seen it as the benchmark for automatic transmissions.  Cornering is amazing.  I am being patient during 

the break-in period not to push it, but once it gets to the 500 mile mark, I’m looking forward to seeing the 2.8 seconds to 

60.  I am still learning all the nuances of the electronics.  There’s a lot of options as I’m sure you know.  I’ll get there 

though.  I’ll check back in with you once I can really check out the performance.  One other thing.  People love looking at 

it.” 

GM uses the most 
modern locomotives to 
deliver Corvettes across 
the country. 

“There is no comparison 

between the C8 and previous 

generations” 
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Today the car will pass the 500 mile mark and I will get the chance to drop the hammer down.  Hope  our local sheriff 

looks the other way when I do……… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please sir!  You can understand why! 
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C7 Compact Phone Mount  
 

BY CHIP ENGLISH 

 

Something I found very useful and other club members with the C7 may appreciate. 

 

 

I found a compact phone mount.   https://www.proclipusa.com/product/855034-proclip-angled-

mount  Other styles that I have tried are cumbersome or are difficult to mount. I’ve had this one 

for about a year and have had zero trouble. You will need two parts, the mount and phone adaptor.  The install is easy 

too. The phone adaptor will accommodate a slimline phone case with credit card storage.  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

South OC Cars and Coffee 
Saturday September 12, 2020 

BY BOB SAVANICH 

 

Due to the Covid shutdowns,  it had been a few weeks since we’ve been to South OC Cars and 

Coffee at the Outlets in San Clemente.  Now that it’s reopened, Sandy and I decided to dust off the 

little red car and take a cruise down on Saturday. We live in San Juan so it’s more of a jaunt than a 

cruise, but any excuse to get out is a good one.    

 

We pulled in at 8:30 to the Chick-Fil-A parking lot and met with Mo and Marker in their newly 

acquired C7.  Gorgeous car!  The event is growing in popularity and sometimes the queue is a little long, but now you can 

enter from behind the mall where we soon  parked near some other Corvette regulars.  The lot fills quickly and it 

overflows into the lot directly in front of Ruby’s.  As always, there’s an  abundance of cars from tuners to the exotics and 

the occasional Rolls Royce. By a friends count, there were seven C8 Corvettes and almost 3 dozen other Vettes spread 

out amongst a row or two of “exotics”.  Exotics are cars that are close in performance to our Corvettes but cost several 

times more  than the price of our sports cars.  It’s presumed the word “exotic” makes some people feel good about 

paying too much for a car they are driving in SoCal traffic.  (That’s a joke if you own an “exotic”).   

 

Al Krauza and Kitty Rede showed up, Rick Jesperson and his Black 1994 – ZR1, and Drew Conner in his 2013 – White 427 

Convertible.  If you’ve never been to the Cars and Coffee, you have to try it, and once you learn the ropes and get the lay 

of the land, you’ll come back again and again.  While there is an abundance of different cars, everyone is there for the 

same reason, they love cars, 

 

We haven’t had a scheduled PCC Calendar event at the Outlets lately because of the fluctuating circumstances, but that 

will change as soon as things get back to some semblance of normal. So until then,  keep an eye open for e-mails from 

club members who are hosting events. Check in for our monthly Zoom Membership meetings,  and don’t  forget to check 

the PCC calendar.  

 

Save the Wave 
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MONDAY-FUNDAY-THE WINDMILL FOOD HALL 
BY BOB SAVANICH 

 

Sandy and I had been itching to sponsor another caravan outing, ending of course with FOOD! The 

club has had so many events cancelled due to Covid19 restrictions, both government and self 

imposed, that we felt there was this pent up demand to get in our cars and DRIVE!  

 

Mo and Marker Wise had an incredible turnout for the first outing after months of being 

sequestered, as has Harold and Sheryl Brunski with their  Breakfast Cruises.  We figured since many 

of our members have weekend obligations with family and friends not associated with Corvettes, why not try a “weekday” 

caravan and lunch. We figured lunch would be better to avoid fighting the work traffic.  

 

We assumed we would get between 5-10 Corvettes to show on a Monday with about 10-20 members.  Boy were we 

wrong.  Immediately we had responses from 15 cars and nearly 30 members. It didn’t stop there. After Sandy sent out a 

mass PCC email with the list of participants,  more members started jumping on board. Don’t know if it was a case of  

FOMO (fear of missing out),  or everyone is just bored staying home!  We ended up with 32 cars and almost 55 members 

gathering at Carl’s Jr. in San Juan Capistrano. (This is where Mo Wise introduced us to her new ride, but we’ll let her tell 

you more about it in her article.) 

 

An impromptu drivers meeting was held and we promptly departed at 10:30 AM. It’s a 35 minute drive to the Palomar 

Airport Drive offramp going 70 MPH, and as the lead car, I wanted to maintain that speed to allow all 32 cars to queue up 

on the freeway.  As usual, there were spaces between the Vettes for the first couple of miles but then, WOW! A mile long 

caravan of every color Vette imaginable. The view in the rear view mirror was spectacular. It was reminiscent of our trips 

down to San Diego for Plastic Fantastic!  

 

Upon arrival at the Food Hall, we parked and began helping members get the lay of the land and securing tables for the 

masses. If you’ve never been, there’s about 10 food vendors, with some serving breakfast, and others serving  lunch and 

dinner. With so many choices, we managed to get our food in a mostly timely fashion.  

 

The weather was of course incredible and the temperature quite mild. We even got a bit of a sun burn. More pink, I'd 

say.  When all was said and done,  everyone went their separate way, enjoying the area or just driving home.  

 

So many of our members took the time to personally thank Sandy and I for organizing the outing and for that we are 

thankful. It surprised us that there would be this much interest in a weekday event.  Since we joined almost 3 years ago, 

we knew the club was very social, but this was an amazing show of interest beyond our expectations. 

 

While Sandy and I are timing out on our current Board positions (2-years) we intend to concentrate on PCC outings like 

this one throughout SoCal. Hopefully those of us who had cool events cancelled, will reschedule for 2021. I know I'm 

going to work on rescheduling ours that were cancelled.   

 

If you’re new to the club and have an idea for a destination you think the club would be interested in, let Ray Marshall 

know so you can get it on the calendar. And if you need assistance, please give me a call and Sandy and I will pitch in 

and help you organize “your” event .  

 

In closing Sandy and I would like to thank you all for participating in our little adventure. It was great to see everyone.    

 

Save the Wave 

 

(Editor note: Please see the PCC website for a slide show of Bob & Sandy's event along with Dave McCue's photos) 
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THE NOMADS 
BY BARBARA GILDNER (& MAYBE JOE?) 

 

 

 

 

 

No not the Chevy Nomad, the Gildner Nomads.  As many of you probably know we have moved 

from our home of over 20 years in San Clemente.  It was a hard decision, but well used and 

abused knees did not get along well with our stairs, and the house seemed to grow every day.  When one of our sons 

saw us heading up the stairs, and mentioned that we needed a one story house, we decided to look into it seriously.  

Originally we are from New Orleans and explored the Florida Gulf Coast.  We boarded a plane and started looking for 

one-story houses in the Pensacola Florida area.  We found two beautiful waterfront homes with everything we were 

looking for BUT one tended to flood with no insurance available.  The other was so far out in the sticks there were pig 

farms nearby and not much else.   

 

We then had the bright idea of being bi-coastal with two smaller homes.  Most of our children and grandchildren are still 

in California along with many of our friends. 

 

This lead us to purchase a waterfront lot in a gated community on Santa 

Rosa Sound.  We were now committed, or should I say should have been 

committed to an institution, but we started in earnest to sell our SC 

home.  In the meantime, with nothing better to do we decided to look 

for homes in the desert TOO!  We zeroed in on the LaQuinta area and 

Trilogy in particular.  We visited there many times with our good friends 

Bruce and Patti Blank who owned a second home there and really 

enjoyed the area except for the dang heat.  We decided to become 

"Canadians" and spend winters in the desert and summers on the Gulf 

Coast.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selling a home that you have lived in for such a long time is a nightmare.  Trying to fit two pounds of crap into a one 

pound bag proved to be challenging, but we did it! 

 

We then had to find homes for our six corvettes.  Some of the cars had to go to foster homes with our C5 daily driver 

residing in the desert home, the 98 Super Car and 96 Grand Sport found an offsite storage location shared with of all 

things Porsches and a dam Mustang.  I hope my cars do not catch Covid19 from them.  Thank God our cars do have 

masks on them. 

 

Joe Gildner was the PCC club 

Treasurer  from 2016-1017 
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The 72 project car is at my electrician’s shop in Duarte.  Finally, the 64 Resto-rod and C6 racecar are at a castle across 

the street from Jim and Diane Carter’s home in Silverado Canyon.  Our plan is to sell the 96 and 98 (anyone interested?) 

with the C5 and 72 to remain in the desert and the 64 and C6 venturing out to the coast. 

 

The family and cars are out in CA and we are holed up in an apartment in Gulf Breeze Florida trying to build a three 

story beach house.  Remember the stairs “Ha-Ha”?  We’re going to have an Elevator.  

 

We have Joe’s tools and excess furniture and household goods in two 16’ PODS awaiting the trip to the new house, if it 

ever gets built. The good news is we just sold the boat which had been in Dana Point Harbor since 1996.  (Editor note: 

The second happiest day of a boat owner?) 

 

We must be crazy doing this in later life, but nobody said that we were Smart!  We miss our many PCC friends and hope 

to be able to get together with you guys when we return to CA.  Visitors will be welcome to both our homes with 

advanced reservations and damage deposit.  You Know Who You Are!!!                Joe & Barb 
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More Automobile Nostalgia 
 

BY DON WILDER 

In a previous issue of Corvette Waves, I wrote about some of my favorite vehicles I’ve owned 
over the years, one of which was a ’58 Ford Ranchero.   One thing that made it special to me 

were the memories made while I owned it, especially watching car racing at what was then 
Riverside International Raceway.   That place of southern California racing history that is now 

but another part of the sea of homes and 

shopping malls in Moreno Valley.  I had built a 
collapsible wooden platform that fit compactly into 

the truck bed of my Ranchero for transport to and from the track, but could 
be erected into a small tower on site specifically for watching sport car 

races at that track.  The platform served as observation post with a clear 
view above the crowds and other cars from our favorite places in the 

infield.  An unintended but welcome additional benefit was the shade this 

platform gave in the clear hot days at the track. 
Now, this article isn’t necessarily about my Ford Ranchero, or the platform I 

built for watching races, or even Riverside International Raceway, per se.  
All of those things are simply reminders of two types cars I especially 

enjoyed watching race here; the Chaparrals and the Birdcage Maseratis. 

 

 

In 1960, Jim Hall a commissioned racecar builders Dick Troutman and Tom Barnes, builders of the then famous Scarab 

road race sports car, to build a new American racer: the Chaparral.  It was a very 

conservative race car: front-engined, tube-framed, with an aluminum body and a 

Chevrolet 318ci small-

block. On Hall's first 

outing with the 

Sports Car Club of 

America, at Laguna Seca Raceway in 1961, he finished an 

impressive second—behind a Maserati Birdcage.  By 1961, it 

was becoming clear that moving the engine to the middle 

of the car was the inevitable next significant step in the 

evolution of road track cars.  (Some trivia for you:  The 

1964 race would be the last-ever Indy 500 to be won by a 

traditional front-engine roadster, and by 1966, only one 

front-engine car would be fast enough to qualify for the 

race.   

 

The first major F1 race won by a mid-engine car - the British Cooper in 1958, in the Argentine Gran Prix, and by 1961 F1 

racing was dominated by mid-engine cars.) 

Later, from 1962 through the ‘70s, Jim Hall and Hap Sharp began building their own cars, and they asked Troutman and 
Barnes if they could continue to use the Chaparral name. They agreed and thereafter the Hall/Sharp cars are all named 

Chaparral 2s (models 2A through 2J for sports cars).  Jim Hall was a leader in the innovation and design of spoilers, 
wings, and ground effects.  

 
The development of the Chaparral represents many key changes in race cars in the 1960s and 1970s in both 

aerodynamics and tires. All were mid-engine, and the 2A and 2B had fiberglass chasses.  Hall's training as an engineer 

taught him to approach problems in a methodical manner, and his access to the engineering teams at Chevrolet and at 
Firestone was instrumental in changing race car aerodynamics and handling from an art to an empirical science.  Hall's 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chevrolet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firestone_Tire_and_Rubber_Company
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design theories, turned speculation about vehicle handling into applied physics. Hall's theories were the precursor to the 

elaborate data collection and management of current racing teams.  

 
The first Chaparral 2-series was designed and built to compete in the United States Road Racing Championship and other 

races of the time. Hall had significant "under the table" assistance from GM, including engineering and technical support 
in the development of the car and its automatic transmission (this is evidenced by the similarity between the Chevy 

Corvette GS-II "research and development" model and the Chaparral 2A through 2C models).  

First raced in late 1963, the Chaparral 2 developed into a highly competitive car in the Can-Am series in 1966 and 1967. 
Designed for the 200-mile races of the Can-Am series, it was also a winner in longer endurance races.  

 
The Chaparral 2C had a conventional aluminum chassis.  The 2A is the car as originally raced, featuring a very 

conventional sharp edge to cut through the air. It also featured a mid-engine, a fiberglass chassis, and the then-novel 
concave tail reminiscent of the theories of Wunibald Kamm.   The first aerodynamic appendages began to appear on the 

2A almost immediately to cure an issue with the front end being very light at speed with a consequent impact on steering 

accuracy and driver confidence.  As the car evolved, it grew and changed shape. Most call these 2B and were raced 
through the end of 1965.  The 2C had introduced the innovative in-car adjustable rear wing. The integrated spoiler-wing 

was designed to lie flat for low drag on the straights and tip up under braking through the corners. The car's clutchless 
semi-automatic transmission kept the driver's left foot free to operate the wing mechanism. The 2C was based on a 

Chevrolet-designed aluminum chassis and was a smaller car in every dimension than the 2B. Without the natural non-

resonant damping of the fiberglass chassis, Hall nicknamed it the EBJ — "eye ball jiggler". 
 

The Chaparral 2E was based on the Chevrolet-
designed aluminum 2C chassis and presented Hall's 

most advanced aerodynamic theories to the racing 

world in the 1966. The 2E established the paradigm 
for virtually all racing cars built since.  It was 

startling in appearance, with its radiators moved 
from the traditional location in the nose to two 

ducted pods on either side of the cockpit and a large 

pivoting variable-incidence wing mounted several 
feet above the rear of the car on struts. Like an 

upside-down aircraft wing, it generated down force 
instead of lift and was attached directly to the rear suspension uprights, 

loading the tires for extra adhesion while cornering. A ducted nose channeled 
air from the front of the car upwards, creating extra down force as well. By 

depressing a floor pedal that was in the position of the clutch in other cars, 

Hall was able to feather, or flatten out, the "normally" negative-incidence 
wing's angle when down force was not needed (as on a straight track section) 

to reduce drag and increase top speed. An interconnected air dam also closed 
off the nose ducting for streamlining. When the pedal was released, the front 

ducting and wing returned to full down force position.  

 

 

 
The 2E scored only one win, at the 1966 Laguna 

Seca Raceway Can-Am with Phill Hill driving. Hall 

stuck to an aluminum 5.3-liter Chevrolet engine in 
his lightweight racer while the other teams were 

using 6- to 7-liter iron engines, trading weight for 
power.   The 2E was a crowd favorite and Hall's 

favorite car.  
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The most unusual Chaparral was the 2J. On the chassis' sides 

bottom edges were articulated plastic (Lexan) skirts that sealed 

against the ground.  Two fans adapted from a military tank 

engine were housed at the rear, driven by a single two-stroke 

twin cylinder engine.   The car had a "skirt" made of Lexan 

extending to the ground on both sides, laterally on the back of 

the car, and laterally from just aft of the front wheels. It was 

integrated with the suspension system so the bottom of the skirt 

would maintain a distance of one inch from the ground regardless 

of G forces or anomalies in the road surface. The skirting produced a 

zone within which the fans could create a vacuum producing down 

force on the order of 1.25 to 1.50 G when the car was fully loaded 

(fuel, oil, coolant). Tremendous gripping power and greater 

maneuverability at all speeds was produced. Since it created the 

same levels of low pressure under the car at all speeds, down force 

did not decrease at lower speeds. With other aerodynamic devices, 

down force decreased as the car slowed.  

 

 

 

 

The 2J competed in the Can-Am series and qualified at least two seconds 

quicker than the next fastest car--but mechanical problems limited its success. 
It ran for only one season, in 1970,  after which it was o utlawed by the 

Sports Car Club of America (SCCA). Although originally approved by the SCCA, 

they succumbed to pressure 
from other teams who argued 

that the fans constituted 
"movable aerodynamic devices." 

Sanctioning body FIA had 

banned such devices beginning 
with the 2E. There were also complaints of debris generated by the fans 

damaging following cars. McLaren argued that if the 2J were not outlawed, 
the Can-Am series would be ruined by its dominance—something McLaren 

had been doing since 1967.  

 
 

The Birdcage Maserati another favorite of mine to watch at 
Riverside Raceway was the Maserati Tipo 60 and 61 , 

commonly referred to as the Birdcage Maserati (or Maserati 
Birdcage.  They were a series of sports racing cars produced 

between 1959 and 1961 by Italian automobile manufacturer 

Maserati for privateers racing in sports car events including 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans in the 2-litre and 3-litre racing 

category.   They used an intricate tubular space frame chassis, 
containing about 200 chrome-molybdenum alloy steel tubes, 

about 0.4” and 0.6” diameter, welded together in a 
triangulated cage-like mesh, hence the nickname "Birdcage".   

This method of construction provided a more rigid and, at the 

same time, lighter chassis than other racing cars of the time. 
Despite being very competitive, the Birdcage was somewhat unreliable and retired from many races due to problems with 

the drivetrain. 
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A compact 1,990 cc (2.0 L) four-cylinder engine was mounted a 

45-degree angle and closer  towards the car’s center for a better 
center of gravity. It was rated at 200 hp. The suspension systems 

consisted of spiral springs at the front and De Dion rear axle with 

single transverse leaf spring. The car weighed only 1,257 lbs, or 
6.2 lbs/hp. 

The first car was completed in May 1959 and was given to Stirling 
Moss for testing.  On 12 July 1959, the Tipo 60 won in its debut 

race, driven by Moss.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
The Tipo 60 caught the attention of American racing teams competing in the 3-litre class. After demands of making a 3-

litre variant of the car available, the displacement of the engine was increased to 2,890 cc (2.9 L) which resulted in an 
increase in the power output by 50 hp.  This and other changes to the drive change did not affect the fuel consumption 

which gave the car a significant advantage during races. The revised version of the car was called the Tipo 61, and at 250 

hp, 1323 lbs, (5.3 lbs/hp), the car had a top speed of 177 mph.   
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This writer believes that the Corvette model owned 

by the greatest number PCC members is the 

Corvette C7.  Just to get an idea, here’s a little 

comparison of the Chaparral 1, the Birdcage 

Maserati, even the now popular Mazda Miata, and a 

C7 Stingray.  These old timey favorites of mine were 

considerably lighter, smaller and more nimble than 

what most of us are used to these days. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 Wheelbase Weight (lbs) Horsepower  Weight/Power Ratio     

   (Lbs/HP)  

 Corvette C7 Stingray 107” 3500 460  7.6 
 Chaparral 1 88” 1769 300  5.9   

 Birdcage Tipo 60 87” 1257  200 6.2  
 Birdcage Tipo 61 87” 1323 250 5.3 

 Mazda Miata 93” 2125 102 20.8 

 
I can’t describe, but still remember, the unique sounds each of these cars made as they made history at Riverside 

International Raceway - the Chaparrals in the days of the Can-Am series with their high torque deep throated rumbling of 
their big block V8s (compared to the high-revving and high pitch whines of the Ferraris and the smaller, high revving four 

cylinder Tipo 60 Birdcage Maseratis.  And the never to be forgotten, totally unique visceral thunder of the Chaparral 2J’s 
big Chevy ZL1 aluminum  427 V8 that one would feel in one’s chest as much as hearing it, all overlaid with the shrieking 

of the big two-cycle engine driving the two big, noisy fans to create the under-chassis suction.  It was a high-

performance, road-going Hoover. I’d guess that there’s not been before or since a race car with such a unique sound. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Note:  The content of this article drew extensively or even simply copied, from Wikipedia.  In order to meet the publishing deadline, 

rather than research and include all the appropriate references and credits for the original authorship (if and where required), for those 

concerned, the URL of the websites used are:  

https://www.automobilemag.com/news/maserati-birdcage-history-versions-specifications-photos/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maserati_Tipo_61 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaparral_Cars 

https://www.roadandtrack.com/motorsports/a32350/jim-hall-chaparral-2j-history/ 

 

One site I found but did not use as a source of any of  the article is the following.  If you have any interest in sports car racing history, 

check out the following URL.  

http://www.deansgarage.com/2020/jim-musser-and-jim-hall-collaborators-in-the-chaparrals/ 
 

 

 

https://www.automobilemag.com/news/maserati-birdcage-history-versions-specifications-photos/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maserati_Tipo_61
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaparral_Cars
https://www.roadandtrack.com/motorsports/a32350/jim-hall-chaparral-2j-history/
http://www.deansgarage.com/2020/jim-musser-and-jim-hall-collaborators-in-the-chaparrals/
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PCC RACERS EDGE 

 

BY BOB ROSE 

 

No new updates. 

 

Please see the PCC Calendars for the latest racing news. 

 

Catch me if you can...... 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE 

 

BY DON WILDER 

No new updates 
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SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER CALENDARS 
 

(Curses to COVID - 19) 

Keep Checking For Additions, Postponements And/Or Cancellations 

 

https://www.pccvettes.org 
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ALL SERIOUSNESS ASIDE 
 

SOME RANDOM THOUGHTS 

 

Quickest way to get on your feet… miss a car payment. 

 

I have an inferiority complex, but it’s not a very good one. 

 

Why isn’t the word “phonetically” spelled with an “f” ? 
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CORONA MONA LISA 
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Pacific Coast Corvettes is pleased and grateful for the involvement 

and support of the following sponsors: 

____________________________________ 

 

 
Speed Ventures is a motorsports group operating out of California which has been organizing track 

events since 2001. We organize lapping days, driving schools, time trials, and races in California and 

Nevada, providing a fun environment to learn the limits of your car and improve your driving abilities. 

We offer instruction in performance-driving technique, optional AMB transponder-based timing at all 

events, and an opportunity to affordably live your dream of driving your car on a real racetrack. We 

can also arrange for race car rentals and professional race-driving instruction. 

 

Our mission is to provide the highest quality track experience for the best value. With safety as a 

driving concern, we strenuously work to make our events run smoothly and professionally. 

Additionally, we set rigid registration limits to keep traffic to a minimum and maximize your driving 

enjoyment. 

 

www.speedventures.com 

(323) 973-7744 

http://www.speedventures.com/
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Simpson Chevrolet appreciates the affiliation it has with Pacific Coast Corvettes and is proud to be a 

club sponsor and participant with PCC and major contributor to PCC’s Scholarship Program.  We are 

pleased to continue our sponsorship for an additional year, through 2021 and committed to 

contribute $1000 to the club’s scholarship fund plus an additional $500 scholarship contribution for 

continued excellent college academic performance for previous scholarship awardees.  
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Cypher Scientific, the first corporate sponsor of Pacific Coast Corvettes, has been reporting that 
MedWand, a device we have been working on for almost three years, has been released to 
manufacturing. MedWand is a disruptive medical device that enables a doctor to examine you 
remotely, regardless of where you are, or where the doctor may be. It finally puts “medicine” into 
telemedicine. You can see it in action at www.medwand.com. MedWand is now in pre-FDA 
submission testing and we expect final approval by June. Watch for MedWand to make an immediate 
impact in home healthcare, telemedicine, and remote access to quality healthcare.   

Along with MedWand’s release, Cypher Scientific is now a partner in Amoled Technical Services. We 
have begun producing replacement screens for after-market repair of the iPhone X in our factory in 
Korea and have launched sales worldwide. Check it out at www.amoledscreens.com. Another factory, 
located in Southeast Asia for the production of replacement screens for the Samsung OLED phones 
like the 8, 8+, 9 and 9+ is in planning for later this summer.  

We also are proud to continue to be involved as part of the Corvette community through our 
sponsorship of Bob Rose’s car in the Wilwood Corvette Challenge series again for the 2021 season 
and are looking forward to expanding that sponsorship into the 2021 SCCA Solo and Pro-Solo 
Autocross series as well. We are also interested in helping support a multi-car Pacific Coast Corvettes 
Racing Team in 2021.  

Cypher Scientific’s mechanical and electrical engineering teams can bring your imagined products to 
life. Medical, home, automotive, robotic, industrial: What can we build for you 

http://www.medwand.com/
http://www.amoledscreens.com/
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Greg Glick, A Professional Realtor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 $1000 Donation to the PCC Scholarship Fund for Every Sale or Purchase! 
 45 years in Laguna Niguel & Expert Knowledge of the Surrounding Cities. 
 Full Spectrum of Services: Selling, Buying, Investing & Leasing.  
 Professional Realtor with over 250 transactions completed. 
 Sold EVERY Home Listed! From $350k to Over $3 Million. 
 Call Me for a Private Consultation. 

Please remember the highest compliment my clients can ever give is the referral of their friends, 

family, and business associates. If you know anyone who would 

benefit from the level of service I provide, please let them know about me. Thank you for your 

trust! 

Keller Williams Realty 

Cell/Text: 949-872-3456 

Office: 949-282-0088 

Web: PropertyByGreg.com 

Email: Greg@PropertyByGreg.com 

DRE #01888110 

 

mailto:Greg@PropertyByGreg.com
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EVENT FLYERS 

POSTPONED 
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