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ACTING PRESIDENT’'S CORNER

FEBUARY 2019

By Ray Marshall

Where is Bob? Although many people asked, no one really cared. When you have fried
meat and potatoes available with many liquid chemicals to wash them down, we had
more things to think about than Bob.

Things started to develop when Ray showed up and started to set up the tools of the
leader. The ghosts of meetings past had placed the privacy shields in the windows.
Thanks to those who help to set things up. Then the re was the podium. Another tool
constructed by people from the past that was expertly assembled by Ray. It seemed
that he was acquainted with this piece of art. The electronics were then set up so that
the words of wisdom squeezed out by the presenters could be heard. When the new
official PCC clock pointed out exactly 7:00 Ray started to pound the gavel into the
podium. Yes, Ray was going to pretend to be Bob. 1 think this was the first meeting
that Bob had missed in his tenure as President.

Rains. We all are just getting tired of the persistent rains. We have had events rained
out like we had not seen before. Along with the rains came the cold. The cold brought
out the long pants that Ray kept in his closet for many months. It threatened rain on
this night so, Nancyods Corvette along with
Corvette did make it. Cold, rainy, getting tired of this crap. We pay too much in taxes
to put up with this crap. Everyone was cold and wet except for Bob. It turn s out that
he was in the Caribbean enjoying the sun and injuring his foot.

I n attempt to do something nice, we invite
and talk to us a little about Ronald McDonald House. She is raising money for this very
worthwhile charity. The club coughed up $100 to get her going.

Don Wilder gave us an update on our scholarship program. It seems we have little/no
interest coming from the high school crowd. Don suggested that we expand the
offering to local junior colleges. He has organized a visit to the Saddleback College
automotive facility so we can see what they have to offer. The event has been added
to the calendar.

We made it through the meeting with time to spare. You can read the details in the
minutes, which are part of this newsletter.
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Wel | the good | ord wi l*, Bob wil be batk irt Aprd. Maybe e k 0 n
the sun will come out. Now back to my VP duties. Oh crap, | have to write that article

too.

A little background music while | write this ver s e . ARTake my | icensl
canot drive 55! What wused to take two hourls
Save the Wave! I f you dondét know what i1t i )

*-Aand the creek donodét rise. oo editors ot

A

A Word From Our Vice President — Ray Marshall

Well, not much to report on the events of the month.

The San Juan Capistrano car show got rained out.
The Dana Point Festival of Whdes Saturday was
rained out. They did hold the Sunday event and
several of our cars made it out there for a nice
morning with a lunch at 0 (
Coffee on 2/16 got rained out.

We did manage to squeeze in a Kick the Tires
breakfast on the 23" did happen. A good size group

' % showed up.

Y= =
' '“ Some of us went to Indio, a small enclave east of
Palm Springs to participate in an autocross. Some went on Saturday and some on
Sunday. There was no Bob there eithet t
happened on Saturday but they had to change the course for Sunday. | hope none of
our folks suffered severe ficone rash. o

Some folks attended a road racing event at chuckwalla in Desert Center on March 16,
and 17. They have acquired some cabins at the race track so that is a big
i mprovement . |l 6m sure there wildl be a repoft

Upcoming events:
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1 We have a day at Willow Springs Big Track on April 6". This is a great track if
you want to drive fast. It is a two and half mile track with only ha s 9 turns and it
has two long straits.

Future Big Events:

1 Plastic Fantastic is coming fast. This is an all corvette car show held at Seaport
Village in San Diego. We always have a great turn out there. Entry to the show
is limited to 400 cars, so get your entry in. (I got in as car number 195.) There
will be a caravan down the 5fwy to the show. During the show we will have
lunch as a group at the Harbor House. As usual, this event is coordinated by
John lest.

The Corvette Caravan to Bowling Green. Leaves Pasadena on August 22 and
arrives in Bowling Green on August 28". There will be a few hundred Vettes
leaving Pasadena and several thousand at the Corvette Museum in Bowling
Green Kentucky. Looks like we have at least 8 cars from the club going.

Cambria has been set up. We go the first weekend of October. This is always a
great event. Some time to mellow out on the coast, have fun and drive to
different places. The club members have reserved all the rooms at the Sea
Otter. There are some folks overflowing to the Fireside, which is right next door.
This event is coordinated by Ray and Nancy Marshall. More information will
come out as we make the plans. If you have questions, ask.

For more information on club events, please read the calendar which is available on the
website at pccvettes.org. Or call me, Ray Marshall at 949-786-8365.



http://www.pccvettes.org/
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March & April Celebrations

Anniversaries--

Susan & Bill Ridgely ~ March 4" Bob & Sandy Savanich March 12"
Gary & Joanne Walsh March 13" Ken & Jill James March 16"
John & Janis Waltman March 18" Fish Fischle & Nancy Ingham March 19"
Bruce & Pat Blank March 27th

Carole Deering &
Jim Rusus April 1% Bruce & Deborah Robinson  April 17"

Birthdays -

Ted Jung March 5" Ron Hubbartt March 9"
Debbie Rakowitz March 10" Bill Meyers March 11™
Penny Sickles march 13" Denis Boulanger March 17"
Don McGee March 18" Jim Carter March 24"
Mike Jaques March 26" Harold Brunski March 30"

Nancy Ingham April 1% Barb Gildner April 2™
Henry Lewis April 6" Robin Katz April 6"
Grace Reza April 8" Don Thompson April 9
Eric Ortleib April 19" Janis Waltman April 21
Ray Marshall April 22M Jodi Bruckel April 23"
Pat Blank April 24" Harvey Riggs April 29™
Dave Hennings April 30"
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PCC General Meeting Minutes i March 6 , 2019
Sandy Savanich , Secretary

President Bob Rose was on vacation and the meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by
Vice-President Ray Marshall.

Ray welcomed members and prospective members of which we had 6.
First order of business - meeting minutes from February were approved.

Dave and Gi na Mc Cuie-laws Aslley Miclael espoke to the membership
regarding Ronald McDonald Houseand its benefits to the families whose children are
seriously ill. Many families have to travel far to seek treatment, and the Ronald
McDonald House provides a place away from home where families can stay together
and focus on treatments, for little or no cost. To help raise money in memory of her

friend Brooklyn Papa who passed at 14 days old from a heart defect, they are hosting
the following events:

*Virtual Walker team where individuals can sign-up to virtually walk
*A boutique fundraiser in Newport Beach on March 18, 2019
*Brand New Toy Sale on February 23 and March 9"

The generosity of volunteers and donors make it all possible. PCC will be m&ing a
donation.

Hospitality Co -Chair Kandra Longo

Vicky Kovacs was absent and CeChair Kandra Longo announced all member birthdays
and anniversaries.

She also welcomed the following prospective members: Joseph Perschler, Jeffrey &
Linda Seilhamer, and Terry & Wendy Converse.

Club member and friend Bruce Blank is now in Indio with hospice care. Bruce is
planning on attending the Sunday autocross in Indio.

Sergeant At Arms

Bob Savanich reviewed the new member process and point system for our prospective
me mber s. No new badges to distribute.
until they attend the next meeting.
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Club Store

Judy Nunn has a good selection of $17 hats in stock along with the small PCC decals.
Remember you can bring your own clothing to Judy to be embroidered by Tanya at a
very reasonable rate.

Treasurer

Gary Lane announced that the club started with a balance of $6,940. We collected
$1,268 and had out-going expenses for the banquet and charity totaling $2,192. The
remaining balance is $6,016.

We also received another $500 from Sponsor Simpson Chevrolet. Don Warner
mentioned that our other new sponsor USA Express will be sending us $500.
Sponsorship is something new for our club and the money benefits members and gives
more money to charity.

Historian

Ted Jung was not in attendance however many recent photos have been uploaded by
Ted Sickles.

Awards Chair

Dave Hennings announced that the first meeting for the awards committee with Gary,

Bob & Alyson is coming up and membership input is needed. If you have any ideas or
suggestions for next year 6s awards event p |
soon as possible. We are currently looking at a dinner cruise.

Editor

Don Wilder thanked the following for their contributions t o the February newsletter:

Nancy Marshall, Dave Hennings, Bob Rose, Dave McCue and Bob Savanich. By the way,

this was the LONGEST NEWSLETTER in recollection, coming in at 68 pages. (Many of

them are pictures!) Speaking of pictures, if you would liketosee your Al i ttl ef|be
the cover of next monthdés newsl etter, pl easfe

Deadline for the PCC scholarship applications from Saddleback Valley High School
graduating seniors going into the STEM program or auto trade school is one week from

Friday and we do not have any applicants. Should we not receive any applications from

the high school , Donés proposal to the D € |

students of the Auto Tech program. There is a more direct benefit to the auto industry
and our club, versus what we were offering before.
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Nancy French shared her thoughts and is very concerned about scholarships. She likes
the idea of STEM, and while STEM students can be eligible as well, she would like to
see scholarshipsgotok ds t hat donot have the grade
Perhaps we can alternate it, from one year to the next, or talk about an additional
sponsor, and grow our sponsors and somehow manage where we can do both
Saddleback HS and STEM. She would li& to see all kids have an opportunity, and not
just kids with high grade point averages. Gene Insley added that we do have a 3.0
grade qualification and supports the idea to extend the offer to Saddleback College.

Don also added that the program has to be voted on every year by the general
membership. Don proposed a contingency plan to the membership. If we do not get
adequate submissions from Saddleback Valley USD, we extend the deadline for receipts
by a few weeks (approx April 1%) and offer the scholarship to a student from
Saddleback College. Voted and approved.

VP
Ray Marshall announced some of our previous and upcoming events.

San Juan Rotary Car show was rained out. Auto Club Speedway track event rained out.
Kick the Tires Breakfast Meeting took place and we all ate! Dana Point Festival of the
Whales was rained out on Saturday but on Sunday, Al LaRoche said we had about 12
cars and other members came out to show support.

Don Warner asked the club if they would be interested in taking a tour of the Auto
Tech facility at Saddleback College. He will try and arrange a tour for the membership
later this year.

Upcoming events

March 9 & 10 -Auto Cross Riverside County Fairgrou nds in Indio. Need a helmet
and car insurance to race (Bruce Blank will be in attendance Sunday with his family)

March 16 & 17 - Chuckwalla Racetrack. Gary said there are about 5 members
going out and spending 2 nights. Not a high speed track but a lot of fun turns. Our
sponsor is Speed Ventures.

March 16 & 17 - Classic Auto Show at OC Fair and Event Center . Not an official
club event but worth a visit.

March 30 - Kick Tires Breakfast at Knowlwoods -No sign up

April 6 T Willow Springs Road Track event T Big Willow
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May 19 - Plastic Fantastic Seaport Village in San Diego. John lese is Coordinator
and we will meet at Carl Jr in San Juan to caravan, usually about 40 cars. Limit of 400
cars at the event so register now! Online is unavailable so get an application from John
SO you can submit by mail with your payment. Lunch at Harbor House at your cost.
John will send a spreadsheet out that lists attendees, and those planning to go to lunch.

8-21- Corvette Nationwide Caravan . 8/21 departure and 8/28 arrival in Bowling
Green. Currently 194 Corvettes are signed up to leave from the Rose Bowl. 8 PCC
members are currently signed up. See Marshall for more info.

10/3 -10/6 1 PCC Cambria Annual trip. = Rooms at the Sea Otter will be available
10/7. Other options includ e adjacent Fireside Inn and The Castle Inn.

The full calendar of events can be found on the website and in our
newsletters.

Old Business
None
New Business

Archie Archard just bought a new 2016 Long Beach Red Coupe! Congrats Archie. May
you enjoy many wonderful rides!

A new visitor walked in and was introduced by Ray. Sally West from Colorado said she
saw us at the Festival of the Whales. She currently has a 2000 C5. She had a 1964
Corvette that she bought in 1969 and sold for $40,000 which she used to buy a Jaguar.

Sergeant at Arms

Bob Savanich was called back up to levy fines against scofflaws. No fines tonight for

not bringing your car due to rain, but many did not wear their name tags and were

asked to raise their handonaeryd Bmwt. t Rdilr trhgjte
to our club so whoever gives the most, or least, will have bragging rights at the end of

the year. Just kidding. (Ray Marshall added that when he was doing the awards

banquet, he had kept track of everyone that was paying f ines and he gave an award to

the person who contributed most. He doesnotf r

At 8:01 PM, a 10-minute recess was announced.

Approximately 8:11 the meeting reconvened for the raffle. The lucky 50/50 winner was
Donna Wadlling who won $100.00. Congrats Donna!

The meeting adjourned at 8:19 PM.
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Women and the Corvette

9RAG2NDAY yRNEY @2dz RARY QG (1y263> al NOK Aa
declaration by Congress in the late 80dany writers have been inspiretb write about
G2YSYQa | OKAS@SYSyilha Ay helsyeéessbiitedstasmomhdied Sy R b
film Hidden Figureso Mary Anderson, the inventor of the windshield wiper, Atice Ramsey,
who was the first American womato drive across the US, women have been a part of
automotive history for as long as cars have beertt@road. The article below is regguced
with thanks toPublic Radio International and WGBH and WNYC Stullliosnages courtesy
General Motors DesigArchive & Special Collections.

The Damsels of Design: The Women
Who Changed Automotive History

April 11, 2016
By Ellen FrankmarandT.J. Raphael

Six of GM's "Damsels of Design," photographed circa 1955. From left: Suzanne Vanderkite Ruith
Marjorie Ford Pohlman, Harley Earl, Jeanette Linder, Sandra Logyear, Peggy Sauer.

For all of the horror that emerged from the Second World War, there were some bright
spots: With the men out fighting, women were brought into the workplace.



https://thenewswheel.com/meet-alice-ramsey-americas-female-motoring-pioneer/
https://thenewswheel.com/meet-alice-ramsey-americas-female-motoring-pioneer/
https://www.wnycstudios.org/people/ellen-frankman
https://www.wnycstudios.org/people/t-j-raphael
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In the mid 1950s, one visionary executive believed women could have a lasting impact
on the automobile industry. Harley J. Earl, then the vice president of design at General
Mot ors, introduced fAThe Damsels of Design, O] a

A[ Earlly fecognzea before his contemporaries that women in post-war era really

had a lot more buying power, and they were making a lot more decisions about the

home, and kind of the <car as an extension] o
Designing Women columnist at the magazine Core77.

Veit says that Ear | believed that this 10 m
f emi ni ned & softer hegthetic sensibility that American car consumers could
appreciate.

AGM6s PR department really saw a great oppqrt
bringing in, and dubbed them O0The Damsel s [jof
| 6ve read, they realéyakdndeiofhg haaleldetieyh @ T mfa mi
really felt that it didndét give them a fair|] s

Four of fAThe Damsel so wor ke dowaed Frigigadeyuvshere i a | d e
they helped create the Kitchen of Tomorrow, while the remaining six were tapped

specifically for the General Motors Interior-De si gn Depart ment. Take t
now considered the first prominent all -female design team in American history.

Peggy Sauer redesigned an $dhibbile Fiesta Carousel station wagon for the 1958 exhibition.

AThey were really designing [car] i nteri orfs
department at GM kind of promoted them as djec


http://www.core77.com/posts/49498/The-Story-Behind-GMs-Celebrated-Damsels-of-Design
https://youtu.be/hZG36dhhbx0
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throwing around fabricsand choosing colors, & but reall yjtl
work that the men there were doing. o
Some of AThe Damsel so also worked on desi n e
Styling Department, which is now known as GM Design.
AfOne thing dfiballytdid @ad tosppmote them with what they called the
OFeminine Autoshow, 60 says Veit. AThis wasflr e
and design prowess. They designed two to three automobiles each, and really put in
some interesting innovations . 0
With the Corvette, AThe Damsel so introducell
also developed other innovations, like glove compartments and light up mirrors o
features that would remain in GM cars for decades to come.
AThey had f unls fertpicnicaane for urobrellas, and they also put in some
new safety features, 0 says Veit. AThey had [so
controlled on the dashboard for children i t
The Carousel's childfriendly
back seat included storage for
toys, a magnetic game board
and child-proof latches that
could be controlled from the
dashboard.
Veit says t hat e
were thinking i |
about automobiles and the
different ways that a car would
. actually be used in the real
“wor |l d. But AThe DJ:
wer enot the only om
design field at the time.
AnThere were a | ot of
America, as well as Europe, who
were designing and kind of flying under t hfe
seriously, or because they were working with their husbands and they were kind of in
their shadow at the time, o0 Veit says.
But the story of AThe Damselso didndét end ap
Alt was kind of a brief bl i p, unf ortunatelfy,
1955, and in 1958, Harley Earl retired. The man who came after him kind of famously
sai d, 6No women are going to stand next my

060s, they were gone. o0
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One of the women & Suzanne Vanderbiltd did stay on at General Motors.

Suzanne Vanderbilt demonstrating an early car phone and-ibuiitemo pad custom features for her
1958 exhibitioamodel Cadillac Eldorado Seville.

ARShe kind of tenaciously worked her way up||t
years, 0 sayrmsedaecidan inMBtuer i ew with her, and h e
many women in the early 670s were working flat
every design studi o, so six total,d and tfpat
working on automobile design when she started in 1955. oI
huge progress. | think if Harley Earl had not retired in 1958, it might be a different
story. o

Vanderbilt never did stop pushing the boundar
responsive. In the 1960s she developed a patent for an inflatable seatback, which
allowed for a new approach in automotive back and lumbar support. GM considered her
inventi on, but didndét actually bring the molfde

think the woenfeenr rwendo tweraes O0The Damsel s o [
ught of themselves as designers for menif| al
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themselves as designers just for women. | think that kind of design thinking was very

forward at the time, and car ries over to today & people are designing for people.
Femal e designers today donodt want to be t
want to be thought of as designing for ever

Glennie with the Fancy Free Corvette, 1958
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Linder loading a matchimget of luggage into
the trunk of her exhibitiormodel Impala Martinique

Pohiman demonstrates the glove box dictaphone
included in the exhibitiormodel of her Buick Shalimar.

In 1958, to
promote the
Damsels' work,
Earl organized
what was called
the Feminine
Auto Show in
GM's Styling
Dome.
sm= W e P
DI e
Gere Kavanaugh
transformed
GM's Styling
Dome for the
1958 exhibition,
which included
ninety rented
canaries housed in flogo-ceiling net columns.
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Gere Kavanaugh transformed GM's
Styling Dome for the 1958 exition,
which included ninety rented canaries
housed in floo#to-ceiling net
columnsWhen the lights were
switched on, the canaries would begin
to sing.

Glennie's Fancy Free Corvette for the 1958 Feminine Auto Shovexhibition staged tpromote the
female designers' work
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§ Sandra Longyear's exhibition
model Bonneville Polaris
convertible for Pontiac
featured a storage
compartment for a picnic.

The purple interior included a hidden
umbrella compartment and a somewhat
absurd oerhead light fixture.

All images courtesy General Motors Desfgchive & Special Collections.
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A Weekend at Chuckwalla Raceway
By Don Wilder

When the catastrophe of smoke and flame hit me while on the track at Auto Club
Raceway in Fontana, | quickly put the idea of tracking my Corvette again right out of

my mind. But as memories of t h e J uehgyne failur@ and the expense and trauma

of that event fade, the idea of participating in a high speed driving event (HSPD)began
creeping back into my consciousness. | finally gave in and

event at Chuckwalla Raceway for the weekend of March 16" and 17", but with a
different attitude | learned from a fellow PCC member and accomplished track driver,

Mark Smith. idondét go out there to race; |l go on
manner that it was designed to be driven, and to drive as fast as | feel like which is

much faster than | can legally do on the freeway. 0 Not f eleaVveitoncgmpéte k e
with the other drivers with whom I share t
takes off a lot of pressure and is a lot more fun for me.

So midday on Friday, five PCC members
(Bob Rose, Ted Jung, Gary Lane, Bob

Kluss and | met at Starbucks at Green | B0

River Drive and the 91 freeway and
embarked on the 175 mile drive out to the
track near Desert Center, California. We
each checked into our rented cabins at the
track, unloaded our cars, and unpacked. #
The accommodations were clean and [
comfortable. Before long, after staking
our PCCb6s territ steaks
were on the barbecue, and the campfire lit.

Saturday morning the day began early with
checking tire pressures, torqueing lug nuts,
affixing transponders, placing numbers on
the car, covering headlights with painters
tape to protect from stone chips and
attending t he mandatory
where drivers learn or are refreshed on
meanings of the flags, passing restrictions,
and rules of the course. At this point it seems
appropriate to mention t here are only good
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—

things to say about how Speed Ventures, a
PCC sponsor, stages their HSDEs. Well ,
organized, on schedule, friendly, and an
EMPHASIS ON SAFETY In two days of

racing by several hundred participants there

was not a single accident or injury save

maybe for a case or two of injured pride in
oneds own performance oOfr
with probl ems. with

Part of Speed Ventures method to keep
things safe is to separate the participants
into five or six groups, each group having
similar driving skills and HPDE experience,
from beginner to expert. Course workers
observe how drivers are doing, and if a
particular driver does not fit in the group
assigned, that driver is moved to a more
/ appropriate group. Dr i vers wh o

follow the rules are warned or banned
from participation. | signed up for the

intermediate group, and after two or three laps, | felt comfortable in that group and

with the other drivers in that group. During the course of Saturday, | was able to run in

four sessions and probably able to get about 33 laps in, which at Chuckwallab s 2. 6 9

course length, adds up to almost 90 miles

of high speed driving. As i f t h

enough, for a two sessions | also rode

al ong as Bob Rois &id s

Hoosier-shod Z06 for a couple reasons.

First, Bob not only is a very accomplished

driver from whom | could learn

something, and two, believing that you

canot have too much

is definitely an E-ticket ride. | was not

disappointed.
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After a full day of high speed driving, the group retired to
the cabins. Soon the campfire was blazing, dinner was
done, the Cabernet etc. was opened, the cigars fired up,
and the kum-ba-ya was underway.

Sunday morning was not quite the early morning (for some) as the day before. But

the PCCgroup finally moseyed out of bed, had breakfast, and made their way to the

paddock to get ready for another days racing. The group only stayed for a half day at
the track Sunday and three got in a couple track
sessions. Unf ortunately, B O L
his car out of limp mode because of a TPMS
probl em. (See t he Competfit
below.)

It was a very enjoyable weekend. There were no
incidents, no noticeable wear and tear on my car,
and except for a little roughing up of the outside
edges but no noticeable wear of my tires.

-~ EDUCATION IS IMPORTANT
BUT RACECARS ARE IMPORTANTER

Waiting for sunrise on Sundayorning
outside our cabin at Chuckwalla Raceway






