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Mark and Vicki Alter’s beautiful 1995 Indianapolis Pace Car (Authentic, not a replica). You can
read more about this very special car on page 52.
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By Bob Rose
I am writing this month’s column from my hotel room
in the middle of the South Korean peninsula on a
business trip, and I feel compelled to remind my PCC
friends how incredibly fortunate we are. The entire
country of South Korea can fit between San Francisco
and San Diego. It’s about the size of Arkansas, yet
over 50 million people live here. Consequently, there
are very few singles family homes. Most people live in
high-rise buildings, so there are very few garages to
store (or work on) things like sports cars. But that’s
just the beginning.
This is a Corvette Club so let’s talk Corvettes in Korea.
To start, there are very few. I have yet to see one,
ever. In fact, if you took all the Hyundai and Kia
motorcars off the roads, the roads would be deserted.
Over 95% of all vehicles in Korea are one of those two
Korean brands. You may see a BMW, Volvo or even
Chevy Spark here and there, but American cars are almost non-existent. The Koreans
tax the hell out of American cars.
The first Corvettes that were actually sold in South Korea went on sale in 2012. The C6
base model was priced at almost $80,000, or twice the US price. A few were sold
between 2012 and 2013, but in 2014 South Korea banned the Corvette C7 before it
ever went on sale because it was “too loud” for Korean roads. That ban is still in place.
The posted highway speeds in Korea are mostly 80 kph anyway (50 mph) so if you did
have a Corvette here, it would be a frustrating experience at best (except the stares
from everyone else).
So, the next time you go out to the garage and pat the fender of your Corvette, be
thankful you even have a garage, let alone a Corvette to occupy it. The next time you
put your foot in it (a little) headed down that proverbial freeway on-ramp, enjoy the
fact that we can, traffic allowing, pretty much drive 80mph (130kph) instead of 80kph.
The next time you pull onto the race track and feel the unmitigated thrill of accelerating
through the gears on your way past 150mph, or navigate a sea of cones, or push your
car through the twisting turns of a country or mountain road, or sit back and admire
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your Corvette at a car show, remember that there are places all over the world, most
places in fact, where what we take for granted almost every day is completely out of
reach for everyone else.
The Corvette is the American Sports car, but it’s America that makes the car possible
for all of us. When you look at most of the rest of the world, we are unbelievably
fortunate. Cherish every day. I can’t wait to get home, open the garage, and pat the
fenders.

It is time to start off on the new year and you can
tell that looking at the new PCC clock at
Fuddrucker’s. Our member Ken James donated a
clock with the PCC logo on it and hung it on the wall
in our meeting room. Thanks Ken. Just don’t use it
to say we have been yakking too long.
David Yeates and I are sharing the duties of VP.
David will work with events and meeting clip boards
and I will handle NCCC affairs, the meeting, and this
damn newsletter article. 
The San Juan
Capistrano
Rotary Car show was postponed for a week and
then cancelled due to rain. Also cancelled is the
PCC-CE event at Auto Club Speedway on the 16th.
It is still raining and I am getting tired of this. The
car show has been replaced by a Cars and Coffee
gathering, but that will be over by the time you
read this.
OK, let’s do something that won’t get cancelled,
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Kick the Tires on Feb 23rd. This is at the Knowlwood Restaurant at Sand canyon and
the I-5 freeway. 8:00am (arrive early).
In March we attend the Festival of Whales in Dana Point headed up by Al LaRoche. We
also have some racing events; there is the Spring Fling Autocross in Indio and a track
day at Chuckwalla Raceway. Chuckwalla has cabins for rent.
Another event that is happening in March (not yet an official PCC event) is The Classic
Auto Show at the OC Fairgrounds Event Center. This is a celebration of All Things on
Wheels. Take a look at the website at: https://ocfair.com/events-calendar/the-classicauto-show/
Here are some future major events, check out the calendar for more info:




Plastic Fantastic at Seaport Village in San Diego on
Corvette Caravan to Bowling Green starts August 22nd.
Cruisin’ for a Cure on September 28th

Check out the club calendar at http://www.pccvettes.org.
If you have any suggestions for outings, give David Yeates or myself a call or email. If
you don’t know how to organize and event or have a good suggestion, let us know and
we will help.
By the way, if you newbies want to see what we do, check out the photo albums on the
website. You can also check out the old calendars.
Drive those cars,
Ray Marshall
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Anniversaries
Rick & Judy Marseilles
Gne & Vickie Insley
Tom & Ruth Camardi

Feb 5th
Feb 20th
Feb 27th

Susan & Bill Ridgely
March 4th
Gary & Joanne Walsh March 13th
John & Janis Waltman March 18th
Bruce & Pat Blank
March 27th

Ted & Penny Sickles
Jim & Peggy Whiteaker

Feb 14th
Feb 20th

Bob & Sandy Savanich
March 12th
Ken & Jill James
March 16th
Fish Fischle & Nancy Ingham March 19th

Birthdays
Bruce Blank
Steve Radigan
Cate Riggs
Ulla Barr
Alma O’Brien
Richard Jones
Ted Jung
Debbie Rakowitz
Penny Sickles
Don McGee
Mike Jaques

Feb 1st
Feb 9th
Feb 14th
Feb 17th
Feb 26th
Feb 27th
March 5th
March 10th
march 13th
March 18th
March 26th

Jill Schlatter
Traci Bernstein
Jan Young
Cliff Harris
Cheryl Fuller

Ron Hubbartt
Bill Meyers
Denis Boulanger
Jim Carter
Harold Brunski

Feb 2nd
Feb 9th
Feb 14th
Feb 23rd
Feb 27th

March 9th
March 11th
March 17th
March 24th
March 30th
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General Meeting Minutes – January 2, 2019
Sandy Savanich, Secretary
President Bob Rose called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. Unfortunately, due to
pressing matters of the day, he did not have his customary Corvette joke. No offerings
after a brief solicitation of the membership so perhaps we’ll get two jokes next month.
He welcomed members and prospective members and mentioned that this is the first
meeting of the new board. No new prospective members were present at this meeting.
First order of business- meeting minutes from last month were approved.
Bob Rose announced that there were about 17 attendees at the Super Bowl gathering
last Sunday, and not ONE single corvette. It rained.
Congratulations are in order for the Awards team for a great Denim & Diamonds
Awards Banquet.
Ideas for next years event are encouraged. One such idea is as a sunset dinner cruise
on John Wayne’s yacht in Newport Beach harbor.
New Hospitality Co-Chairs
Kandra Longo and Vicky Kovacs announced all member birthdays and anniversaries. Of
special note, it has been 19 years since Henry & Becky Lewis joined PCC, and 10 years
for Gary Lane and Jan Young.
John Iest shared an update on member and friend Bruce Blank. He’s currently in
Chicago continuing his fight with cancer. Bruce has had many treatments and
transfusions. Unfortunately, his prognosis is not good and he is going into hospice. Bob
Rose asked John to reach out to Bruce’s family to see what the PCC club can do for
them. Please keep Bruce and his family in your thoughts and prayers.
New Sergeant At Arms
Bob Savanich asked to postpone his first introduction/ fines following the news about
Bruce. There were no new prospective members. Name tags were distributed to Elaine
& Jean Mercier, Mike Jacques & Joanie Miller, and Carole Deering.
Club Store
Judy Nunn has a good selection of hats in stock along with the large and small PCC
decals. Remember you can bring your own clothing to Judy to be embroidered at a very
reasonable rate.
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Treasurer
Gary Lane announced that all dues are paid and we have approximately $8,400 after
paying bills. The club lost about 5 members last year.
Bob Rose announced that USA Tires/ Goodyear has signed on as another PCC sponsor.
Historian
Ted Jung reflected on his encounters with Bruce Blank who introduced him to American
Heritage. He along with many others miss seeing him and wish him well.
Newsletter Editor
Don Wilder thanked the following for their contributions to the January newsletter:
Bob and Sandy Savanich for the Tour D’ Orange article with pictures, Bob Rose for the
Competitors Edge article, Ray Marshall for the ZR1 article, and Nancy Marshalls’s article
for Kick The Tires event hosted by Ken James.
Thank you to Kandra Longo and David Yeates for timely submission of their VP and
Secretary reports and a big thank you to our sponsors.
While Ted Sickles was unable to attend due to family celebrations, Don Wilder wanted
to give him a big thanks for all the work he does behind the scenes for PCC.
Don encouraged membership to consider attending a Speed Ventures event. There’s no
wheel to wheel competition. You can go out and just drive 100 mph without sharing
any paint.
Secretary’s note: And if you don’t want to drive, you can just come out and support the
drivers and watch the races. It’s a great day and if you’re brave enough, someone
may let you ride shotgun!
A call out to all members and prospective members to PLEASE step up and submit
articles and photos for our newsletters. In addition, Don needs a cover photo of a
member’s car for the March newsletter.
We Corvette owners LOVE our cars, so here’s your chance to show off and be on the
cover for March.
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Bob Rose briefly spoke about his article from the January newsletter regarding how to
navigate the track. Saturday, February 16th is our first racing event of the year. If
you’ve never been to the track, want to race, or just spectate, sign up for one of the
many events on the calendar this year. We also have the Spring Fling trophy event
coming up on March 9 & 10th.
New VP
Ray Marshall announced upcoming events.
The full calendar of events can be found on the website and in our
newsletters.
Ray thanked Ken James for continuously hosting the Kick The Tires monthly event.
And thanks to David Yeates for the Deer Park Winery Tour. It was a great success and
there was a lot of good food.
PCC has been holding meetings at Fuddruckers for 15-20 years and there is something
new in the clubhouse. Ken James “cashed in his pension” and purchased a PCC neon
clock. The PCC logo is on the face and looks like a speedometer! Check it out. THANK
YOU KEN!
Ray also wanted to thank Dave Hennings and the Awards Chairs for a successful Denim
and Diamonds event, and Mark and Vicki Alter for hosting the Super Bowl event at
Harpoon Henry’s in Dana Point.
Ray also pointed out that there is a problem with OnStar on the ZR1’s; Distracting calls
from OnStar while racing the cars!
Awards Chair
Dave Hennings wanted to thank everyone, especially Vicky Kovacs and Alyson Rose for
a successful awards dinner. We’re already looking for volunteers to help chair next
year.
Bob Rose pointed out there is no Competitive Edge report this month but stay tuned.
New Business
Mark Alter asked to share more about the C8. There was a rumor that the Concours d’
Elegance on March 8th- 10th on Amelia Island was approached by GM to offer a new
class of mid engine cars. We think the C8 will be one of them.
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President Rose reminded members to take business cards to hand out to prospective
members.
At 8:03 PM, a five minute recess was announced.
Approximately 8:10 meeting reconvened for the raffle and 50/50 winner. This week’s
winner, AGAIN, was Mark Smith who took home $128.00. Congrats Mark and Pattie!

Meeting adjorned at 8:21 PM

Editor’s note: When David Yeates, as part of his last act as Vice President, was
thanking all those PCC members who hosted events, and worked to make PCC even
better, advised this editor of his oversight to mention all of the work Henry Lewis his
wife Becky did with collecting food for the Thanksgiving and Christmas food drives to
help so many needy people at the holidays. Thank you Henry and Becky from David
and the PCC.

Corvette Waves

P a g e | 11
February 2019
_____________________________________________________________________________________

It was a gorgeous Sunday on January 20th, as our group
of a dozen colorful Corvettes, led by host David Yeates and
girlfriend Chrissy, left from SJC for a drive to Escondido to
visit a very interesting throwback to the past: Deer Park
Winery & Car Museum. Postponed back in October due to
rain, this time the day was just perfect. The mix of PCCers
was great. Ray & I were the “old timers” (members since
2001) but we weren’t the “oldest of timers.” Bill Myers had
us beat, having joined the club since its inception in 1989.
Also joining us on this adventure were Bruce & Debbie, Jim
& Carol, Pattie & Mark, Rick & Marcey, Jean & Elaine, Dick & Barbara, Greg & Sabrina
and prospective members Brian & Kathy (along with their friends Mike & Margie.)
Events like this are a great opportunity to get to know people.
The Deer Park Winery & Car Museum is a fascinating mash-up of vineyards, orchards,
picnic grounds, wine tasting and museums. There were three buildings chock full of
cars, including the World’s Largest Collection of Antique Cars (over 100 convertibles)
and Americana. Antique neon signs and ads adorned the walls as we made our way
through the displays. “Vintage” was the word of the day. Old radios, TVs, telephones
and appliances made us smile. “Remember when….” was a common comment. We
also viewed old bicycles, Coca-Cola memorabilia and a special “Barbie Doll” room as
well as some displays of Movie Icons. It was all quite impressive. This step back into
the past reminded me of a simpler life without all of the technology and social media of
today. This is something that our kids and grandkids need to see for themselves.
After making our way through the museums, we met up at noon for our picnic lunch in
a nicely shaded area. David & Chrissy went all out, setting up the tables with
tablecloths, plates, plastic ware and more. Everyone brought their own lunch and
something to share. There was one table bursting with lasagna, ribs, deviled eggs,
fruit, chips & dips and more. Another table was devoted to some scrumptious desserts.
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We all enjoyed chatting or as Ray calls it “telling lies” and getting to know each other
better. It was all topped off by a delicious birthday cake from French’s Bakery for
Chrissy. Thank you so much, David & Chrissie, for hosting this wonderful event.
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By Dave Hennings

(Photos by Ted Jung and Don Wilder)

This year’s Awards Banquet was a huge success. It was a western theme that all who
attended enjoyed. There were 60 members that participated in this year’s event. All
the members went all out when it came to dressing for the event. “Denim and
Diamonds” was the theme and the pictures show how our members really dressed to
the “nines” for the event.
Vicky and Walt Kovacs, and Alyson
and Bob Rose were instrumental in
making the banquet the success that
it was. Their creativity was great and
added that extra panache to the
event. Vicky had the idea of having a
line dance instructor (Kerry Kick)*
teach us three dances which included
the Electric Slide, Cupid Shuffle and
Power Jam. It was amazing how
many members participated in the
dancing. It was Alyson’s idea to have a photographer take pictures of each couple and
were given their picture immediately.
The entertainer for the evening was Dave Hoover who is
a Tim McGraw impersonator and came all the way from
Las Vegas to sing to us. He was great at getting
audience participation both for singing along and
dancing. Both Mona and Judy were serenaded by him. I
met Dave Hoover about eight years ago when he
performed at my 60th birthday party. He was the perfect
entertainer for the theme we had picked out.
Both Vicky and Alyson were instrumental in putting
together the centerpieces for the evening. Tin cans with
what looked like bullet holes were part of the
centerpiece. Walt had the idea of filling the cans with
water, freezing them and drilling holes to give the bullet look.

The rest of the
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arrangements were all Vicky and Alyson including diamonds and cowboy hats. It was a
perfect centerpiece for the evening.
I have been getting many great comments from those who attended and even from
some that were unable to attend. We are tossing around ideas for next years theme.
One is a dinner cruise on “Wild Goose” which was John Wayne’s yacht located in
Newport Harbor. Your thoughts on this and other suggestions would be greatly
appreciated. I want to thank all the members that attended for making the night the
success that it was.
Thanks
Dave Hennings
Editors Note: Elaine Kick? KICK? Dance instructor? Really?
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If there’s any doubt as to whether John Iest can dance or if he was having a really
good time at the Awards Banquet, check these photos and judge for yourself.
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Editor’s note: Last year, Corvette Waves offered several articles about people who
were noteworthy in the history of the Corvette, and one on the Corvette’s current LT
series engines. While doing some research for another article, your editor happened on
this article from Autoweek magazine published July 16, 2018 which was Autoweek’s
60th anniversary edition. The article below celebrates that achievement and Bill
Mitchell’s involvement with the original Corvette Sting Ray.
According to Wikipedia, “Bill Mitchell (William L. Mitchell) July 2, 1912 – September 12,
1988, American automobile designer. Mitchell worked briefly as an advertising illustrator
and as the official illustrator of the Automobile Racing Club of America before being
recruited by Harley Earl to join the Art and Colour Section of General Motors in 1935.
“Mitchell is responsible for creating or influencing the design of over 72.5 million
automobiles produced by GM, including such landmark vehicles as the 1938 Cadillac
Sixty Special, the 1949 Cadillac Coupe deVille, the 1955-57 Chevrolet Bel Air, the 19591984 Cadillac DeVille, the 1963-65 and 1966-67 Buick Riviera, the 1961-76 Corvette
Stingray, the 1970-81 Chevrolet Camaro, the 1976-79 Cadillac Seville, and the 1980-85
Cadillac Seville. Mitchell spent the entirety of his 42-year career in automobile design at
General Motors, eventually becoming Vice President of Design, a position he held for 19
years until his retirement in 1977. His design stewardship at General Motors became
known as the 'Bill Mitchell era'. “
This article is reprinted with permission from Autoweek. ©Crain Communications Inc.
All rights reserved. Article by J.P. Vettraino Photos by Jacob Lewkow

Born in 1958: Bill Mitchell's Sting Ray validates a truism:
The more things change, the more they stay the same
Elvis Presley drove the Sting Ray race car, but Autoweek is not Elvis. We collectively
anticipated a familiarization drive. We got a photo shoot and ride-along with GM’s driver
instead.
Yes, this Sting Ray is a 60-year-old championship winner with a Chevy small block that
was one of the first engines to surpass the hallowed 1-hp-per-cube barrier. Today it
makes about the same power as a four-cylinder Honda Civic Type R. Its power-toweight ratio is 60 percent lower than the ZR1 on our cover a few issues back, and
Chevrolet happily offered that for a blast around Road Atlanta. Cars, after all, are built
to be driven.
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1 of 10 This Sting Ray is a 60-year-old championship winner with a Chevy small block that
was one of the first engines to surpass the hallowed 1-hp-per-cube barrier.
Perhaps GM decided the Sting Ray race car is too precious or the lawyers said “not
happening” or the perceived benefit was not up to the perceived risk. We’re consoled
only by the thought that Elvis drove the Sting Ray in the sorry 1967 film “Clambake,”
mostly in front of a rolling background. We rode along through 320 impeccably plotted
acres 12 miles northeast of downtown Detroit, designed by architect Eero Saarinen,
hailed as a wonder of midcentury modern architecture and dubbed the “Versailles of
Industry” when President Dwight Eisenhower dedicated the place in May 1956. We’re
talking about the GM Tech Center in Warren, Michigan, where, in its heyday, the Sting
Ray race car was banned from the premises.
No matter. It’s necessary we publish this story, even if we can’t share precisely what
the Sting Ray feels like in the hands or under the seat. As Autoweek marks its 60th
anniversary, no car better encapsulates the times, trends and sentiments that gave
birth to Competition Press in 1958 on Burlingame Avenue in Detroit, not far from the
Tech Center.
In “A Briefer History of Time,” the late Stephen Hawking’s layman’s version of his
bestselling book, the astrophysicist quickly blows out the notion of absolute ...
For our purpose, this Sting Ray is the mythical perfect car. It’s a microcosm of forces
that created one of America’s first auto racing-specific publications, which morphed
gradually into its only weekly car-enthusiast publication and then into the clarion of car
culture in every corner. The elements are synthesized in this Miata-size, fiberglass
beauty, starting with rebellion against committee-driven, market-researched corporate
consensus. Or with the American hot-rodder’s willingness to co-opt whatever worked,
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whether it came from military aviation, the sacred engineering halls of Europe or
hillbillies running ’shine in Appalachia. Or with an impeccably skilled dentist who started
late and raced cars on weekends not for money or recognition, but because he loved
racing cars more than just about anything else. Or the multitude who waited at
mailboxes across the United States for the latest news on corporate rebellion, co-opting
and racing dentists.
Sixty years later, as the world grows smaller and the 755-hp 2019 ZR1 goes like much
bigger hell, even as it protects in a stronger, more foolproof cocoon, the Sting Ray race
car still blends the universal truths that keep Autoweek rolling and car culture thriving.
There was no factory racing in 1958, but racing was an unstoppable force, just the
same, even at the factories. A mutually established racing ban could not keep Detroit’s
automakers out.
This was the start of the Bill Mitchell era at General Motors. It produced some of the
most beautiful cars GM has created in 100-plus years, and it might best be understood
by millennials in the context of the “Mad Men” television series.

William Leroy Mitchell actually started his career on Madison Avenue, drawing cars for
the Barron Collier advertising agency. He quickly became friends with the founder’s
three sons—Barron Jr., Miles and Samuel (as in the Collier Collection/Revs Institute).
The Colliers founded the Automobile.
Racing Club of America in 1933 and folded it into the Sports Car Club of America in
1944. Mitchell drew the dirt-spitting Auburn that was the original ARCA logo.
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1958 Corvette For our purpose, this Sting Ray is the mythical perfect car. It’s a
microcosm of forces that created one of America’s first auto racing-specific publications,
which morphed gradually into its only weekly car-enthusiast publication and then into
the clarion of car culture in every corner.
In 1958, Mitchell had just been chosen to replace the mighty Harley Earl as vice
president, GM Styling (previously Art and Colour, later Design), and his reputation was
well established. Loved or hated, Mitchell never went unnoticed. He was known for his
humor, knock-down drag-outs with division managers, excessive drinking, pranks—he
once had to be rescued 50 feet up a tree on his neighbor’s lawn, and he once stole a
horse-drawn carriage in Central Park and tried to drive it into a hotel lobby—and, yes,
for carnal excess. Generally the sort of things no major corporate executive could
survive in 2018. Mitchell survived because GM owned the world in the late 1950s and
’60s, and Styling was as crucial as anything to GM’s success. Mitchell did everything he
could to keep it that way.
He was gearhead to the core. During his 18 years as styling director, Mitchell had 54
custom cars built within the corporation, or an average of three per year. He found
some promotional or
styling duty for a lot of
them, but mostly he
drove them. Many
were Corvettes, and
many were not—the
Riviera-based
Silver
Arrows, the Pegasus (a
Gen II Firebird with a
Ferrari V12), a Gen II
Camaro with a bigblock Can Am V8, a De
Tomaso Mangusta with
a small block. He made
a habit of buying Ferraris, Porsches and Jaguars (including the second E-Type imported
to the United States) and billing them to Engineering as competitor evaluation. He also
amassed one of the largest custom motorcycle collections then known, usually with
custom color-matched leathers for each.
Yet few of Mitchell’s customs proved as influential as the Sting Ray race car. Never was
there a more obvious flying finger waved at the corporate racing ban.
That ban was announced in June 1957 by the American Manufacturers Association, a
trade group representing Detroit automakers and suppliers, prohibiting members from
participating in racing in any fashion. It can be viewed in the same light as Facebook
founder Mark Zuckerberg sitting before congressional panels to be grilled days on end.
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Sting Ray or Stingray? Sixty years
later, it’s officially the former with
GM and Chevrolet, but it’s not clear
if that’s always been the case.
Photo by Jacob Lewkow
The car business was still reeling
from the Pierre Levegh crash that
left 83 spectators dead at Le Mans
in 1955 and from high-profile
spectator (not to mention driver)
fatalities in the States, as well as from youth riots at race meets, including Daytona
Speed Weeks. Detroit figured it was better to do something on its own than to wait for
Congress or the Eisenhower Administration to do something more definitive. And still
the automakers could not keep fingers out of the pie. Almost immediately, marketing
wizards and engineers began devising means to surreptitiously send resources to
racers. GM, for example, hired former Packard race engineer Vince Piggins and set him
up in the Southern Engineering and Development Co. in Atlanta. SEDCO quietly
funneled the latest speed parts and engineering innovations to stock car racers.
All that was hidden outside the org chart, of course. Within, and especially near the top,
there was no racing, and that was bad news for original Corvette chieftain Zora ArkusDuntov. In summer 1956, Duntov convinced Chevy general manager Ed Cole that
Corvette needed to race with a real race car, target Le Mans. Cole announced the
Corvette SS program as “a research project to study advanced engineering
characteristics in the field of performance, handling, braking and other safety features.”
Duntov was Belgian by
birth, an engine builder
by
trade
and
as
American as apple pie
when it came to his
hot-rodder’s instincts.
He was more than
willing to grift whatever
would
make
the
Corvette SS go fast. He
took its narrow-tube
spaceframe
almost
verbatim
from
the
Mercedes 300 SL gull
wing. He fitted it with unequal length A-arms and coilovers in front, a de Dion axle,
Halibrand quick-change differential and inboard aluminum drum brakes in the rear, and
he squeezed in what was then GM’s most power-dense engine: a 283 Chevy with
mechanical fuel injection generating 307 hp. Duntov built two SS frames and fit the
development car with a Corvette-esque fiberglass body.
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It’s necessary we publish this story, even if we can’t share precisely what the Sting Ray
feels like in the hands or under the seat. As Autoweek marks its 60th anniversary, no
car better encapsulates the times, trends and sentiments that gave birth to Competition
Press in 1958 on Burlingame Avenue in Detroit, not far from the Tech Center. He
showed up at Sebring in March 1957 and persuaded Juan Manuel Fangio to do some
prerace shakedown laps in the development mule. Fangio turned a faster lap than he
had winning in a Ferrari 860 Monza the year before. Duntov’s car was fast in the race,
too, shared by John Fitch and Piero Taruffi, but after a streaming series of brake,
electrical and suspension problems, the Corvette SS completed only 23 laps. And that
was it.
The AMA ban was announced before Le Mans, and GM was officially out of racing.
Except for Bill Mitchell. On a couple of occasions, years later, Mitchell said that he
bought the SS mule in 1958 out of the bowels of GM for $500 of his own money.
However he got it, Mitchell quickly went to work.
He announced a
contest
to
his
junior
designers
seeking a Ghiainspired sports car.
Pete Brock and
Chuck
Pohlman
came up with the
winner, called Sting
Ray (or maybe
Stingray),
and
Mitchell
hustled
their creation to his
secret
“hammer
room” under the Design Staff building. There Corvette designer Larry Shinoda
supervised construction of a fiberglass roadster body for the Corvette SS race mule.
Mitchell then moved the Sting Ray outside the Tech Center and into shop space
elsewhere in Warren. He entered it in a handful of races in 1959 with his own money,
whenever Fitch or Dr. Dick Thompson could squeeze one in, and started to shake out
the gremlins. By 1960, the Sting Ray was ready for something like a full schedule.
Thompson drove it to the SCCA C-Modified national championship that season entered
by team owner Bill Mitchell, winning at least five races in roughly a dozen starts.
At some point, the Sting Ray was sprayed silver from its original red. In 1961, Mitchell
retired it from racing and had it retrofitted with signals, a horn and a second seat for
street use, and he frequently drove it himself. For the Sting Ray’s first official
connection to GM since its SS days, he sent it to a couple of auto shows as a Corvette
design study. And when Chevy was developing the landmark C2 Corvette for
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production, Mitchell took the race car’s look wholesale for the 1963 Corvette Sting Ray
roadster and coupe.
He was gearhead to the core.
During his 18 years as styling
director, Mitchell had 54
custom cars built within the
corporation, or an average of
three per year.
It’s said that Mitchell adored
Earl, his predecessor and
mentor, and he definitely
bought
into
Earl’s
fundamental tenant: longer,
lower, wider. Yet Mitchell
generally rejected Earl’s predilection for pointed chrome ostentation in favor of
something he called “pure form.” There’s never been a better embodiment of Mitchell’s
pure form than the Sting Ray race car.
Apparently the Sting Ray’s impact didn’t matter much to Jack Gordon, who’d spent his
career helping GM put the “counter” in bean counter. Gordon was a buttoned-down
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy elected to succeed Harlow H. Curtice as GM
president and chief operating officer about the same time Mitchell replaced Earl. He
knew about Mitchell’s extracurricular shenanigans and didn’t think much of them.
Gordon couldn’t legally stop Mitchell from racing the Sting Ray, but he could ban the car
from the Tech Center and other GM premises—and he did until he retired in 1965.
Sting Ray or Stingray? Sixty years later, it’s officially the former with GM and Chevrolet,
but it’s not clear if that’s always been the case. The name is scripted both ways on
Mitchell’s race car, which now spends most of its time at the restored Mechanical
Assembly garage at the Tech Center, odometer stuck at 4,999 miles.
There’s no Duntov cam here. That’s obvious from the passenger seat. At some point,
maybe when Mitchell had it set up for the street, the race cam was replaced with
something more drivable. The Sting Ray idles smoothly, easily, and it doesn’t take much
rev to get rolling. There are still two fuel pumps from its racing days, and it still gets hot
fast when it’s not really getting down the road. It sounds like a loud Chevy.
Its underbody is fully faired, but there isn’t a lot of lateral attachment for its de Dion
rear axle, so it’s secured for safety with nylon web straps. At some point, too, the
original SS inboard drums were replaced by Dunlop discs. The four-speed shifter is
surprisingly tight, but not hard, and the clutch pedal isn’t as stiff as you’d guess.
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Chevy knows its customers. When they asked for an inexpensive sports car that could
take on the best in Europe, it delivered with the Corvette Stingray. When they wanted
the big Z06 engine, with the ...
That’s what we can share from the Sting Ray race car’s right seat. For more, we’ll have
to go back to the man, though we can consider him a reliable source.
In 1952, Richard Knight Thompson was 32, a graduate of George Washington
University and Georgetown dental school. He drove his MG TD from D.C. to Florida to
watch the 12 Hours of Sebring. He’d witnessed and wondered for years, but at that
point, Thompson hadn’t raced anything. On the way, Thompson’s companion urged him
to enter his car. He did, and logging most of the seat time himself, he finished eighth.
Then he drove the MG home, but Thompson was hooked. For the next 17 years,
Thompson raced weekends whenever he could, then returned to his family’s longestablished dental practice to fill senators’ cavities or pull diplomats’ teeth. Clearly he
had the gift, but he never felt he’d arrived until after he won his first national
championship in his own Porsche 356 in 1954.
“From that point I was able to drive OPCs (other people’s cars) and not have the
expense of buying and campaigning my own,” he told author Phil Allen. “It was a very
satisfying milestone for me.”
That arrangement allowed Thompson to do what he enjoyed most: show up, drive a
race car for a few days and then return to his practice. And he was really good at it. He
won eight national championships in 17 years, driving Corvettes, Porsches, AustinHealeys and the Yenko Stinger. He had a best finish of fourth in a handful of Le Mans
starts, driving a Maserati Tipo 63 for Briggs Cunningham in 1961, and he won a raindrenched 1,000-kilometer at Spa in 1967, Jacky Ickx as his partner in a Mirage M1Ford, at age 47.
The Sting Ray race car?
Thompson once said his
approach was simple:
Get as far ahead as he
could early because the
brakes were inevitably
going away.
In 1958, Mitchell had
just been chosen to
replace
the
mighty
Harley Earl as vice
president, GM Styling
(previously Art and
Color, later Design), and his reputation was well established.
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“I liked it because it was the first pure race car I’d driven, but it understeered badly and
had an almost-production engine,” he said in 2007 at a sports car reunion at Virginia
International Raceway, where he’d beaten Roger Penske for the C-Prod win in 1960. “It
went fast because it was lightweight. It could have gone a lot faster, but nobody
bothered to develop it. The brakes were terrible. They worked well when they worked,
but they always wore out before a half-hour race was over.”
Thompson retired to Florida in 1994 and died there 20 years later at 94. He’d appeared
dozens of times in the pages of CP/AW, and he embraced thinking that we’d expect
Mitchell and CP/AW readers to intuitively understand. “Racing cars is a sport with me,”
Thompson said in 1966. “The general idea is that the car and I will work as a team. I’m
like a jockey. I can’t win without a great horse.”
The Sting Ray race car was a great horse. It remains a compelling snapshot of the
times that brought us Autoweek. We’re still envious of Elvis, but no one wants to be the
person who dinged the Sting Ray race car. Thanks for the photo shoot, GM, and thanks
more deeply for finally embracing what your European counterparts understood
decades prior: Heritage is also the present and the future. And thank you, recently
retired design chief Ed Welburn, for working diligently to instill that understanding at
America’s largest vehicle manufacturer.
Sixty years later, 2 hp per cubic inch is no longer startling in road-certified automobiles.
Now we talk about variable compression and kilowatt hours in batteries and Jaguar’s
ready-to-launch, full-electric I-Pace. Yet Jaguar is well into its plan to race the I-Pace
and tuners are already figuring out how to squeeze a bit more go from its electric
motors or a few more miles from its batteries. We still lust after the Sting Ray, and the
’19 ZR1 and the Chevy Bolt. We still take smug satisfaction in the thought that Bill
Mitchell The Car Guy lasted longer and left a much deeper professional legacy than Jack
Gordon The Bean Counter.
Autoweek and everything the Sting Ray race car represents are still going strong.
"Born in 1958" was originally published in Autoweek's July 16, 2018, 60th anniversary issue.

J.P. Vettraino - Senior Editor At Large. J.P. Vettraino has written for Autoweek since 1990.

Photos by Jacob Lewkow
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By Don Wilder
As the days of winter fall away toward spring, the big summer event that many
Corvette aficionados anxiously await is getting closer. On Wednesday, August 22 nd,
several hundred Corvette enthusiasts and owners from southern California will depart
from Pasadena’s Rose Bowl and head north over Angeles Crest Highway on a
quinquennial pilgrimage to Bowling Green, Kentucky. For most, the route will take the
group north over the Angeles Crest Highway, through overnight stops in or near
Henderson, Nevada; St. George, Utah; Grand Junction, Colorado; Colby, Kansas
(population 5,400); Kansas City, Missouri; Cape Girardeau, Missouri, and Bowling Green,
Kentucky. Along the way to Bowling Green, these southern California caravanners will
be joined by others from various areas in the western U.S. If you are contemplating
joining the other PCCers and eventually hundreds of other caravanners on this overland
voyage, you should consider booking your room reservations sooner rather than later as
hotel availability along the way is getting scarcer and prices are rising. (The old ‘supply
and demand’ thing at work.)
With several thousand fans of America’s sports car converging on Bowling Green,
population 67,100, hotel rooms near the National Corvette Museum are at a premium,
and are all booked, sold out, gonzo nearly a year in advance. However, Dan Fost, in his
typically understated but friendly and congenial way, took the trouble to reserve a block
of five rooms for potential PCC members early on near Bowling Green, in Cave City,
Kentucky, about a 30 minute drive.
Inside sources have it that the current list of PCC folks who have committed (i.e.,
registered for the caravan and booked their hotel reservations) or are seriously planning
to do so include:
Ray and Nancy Marshall
Dan Fost and Ellis Delameter (riding as far as St. Louis)
Mark and Patty Smith
Gene Insley and son Greg
David Yeates and friend Chris Gabriel
Howard and Barbara Foss (Joining caravan in St. George, UT)
John and Janis Waltman
Don Wilder (who will be joined by Marianne in Bowling Green)
Bob Rose (partial, as far as St. George, Utah)
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Competitors’ Edge – Febuary 2019
PCC Competitors Edge Tutorial for 2019 and beyond: Trail Braking

By Bob Rose
Mario Andretti once said he was amazed by how “drivers still think the brakes are for
slowing the car down”. And he’s right.
The brakes have much more use for us on track than just slowing a car down. They
allow us to control the pitch and weight of the car – front to rear – as we enter a
corner.
Change the pitch of the car and you alter the balance of grip from front to rear and vice
versa. If you have the ability to modify the balance of the car, then you set yourself up
to get the most grip out of each end of your vehicle at all times when entering a corner.
What is Trail Braking?
Trail braking is a term used to describe
yet continued braking while turning into a corner.

the

technique

of

lightened,

It is a term commonly used around the paddock, but one I rarely see being carried out
properly or completely utilized on track. So, I’ll start with the basics.
To trail brake is to blend braking and turning at the same time. It enables a driver to
brake slightly later, but more importantly, manipulate the car’s mass to aid corner
entry.
This technique is not the ‘racing school’ method of braking in a straight line, releasing
the brakes and then turning into the corner. Nor is it necessarily braking all the way to
the apex – although that is a possibility.
How to Trail Brake
Trail braking is a difficult technique to get consistently right. It requires a lot of feel to
ensure you’re getting the most out of all four tires at corner entry, but when you get it
right, you’ll be fast.
Here’s how to trail brake:
1. Brake in a straight line at maximum force
2. Slightly before the turn in point begin to ease off the brakes
3. Begin to turn into the corner

Corvette Waves

P a g e | 32
February 2019
_____________________________________________________________________________________

4. As you increase steering angle, reduce braking pressure
5. Use appropriate amount of braking to keep a well-balanced car through the
corner entry phase

If you trail brake, you’ll be able to brake a few meters later than normal, but as usual,
ensure the majority of your deceleration is done in a straight line. You can only
complete the maximum braking while you are not turning.
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As you’re approaching the turn-in point begin to ease off the brakes. It’s important that
this part of the process is smooth – begin to come off the brakes too quickly and you’ll
unbalance the car.
At the turn-in point, start to turn your car toward the apex. It’s important here to
have good vision and you should already be looking at the apex. This is the point where
trail braking begins, as you’re trailing the brakes past the turning area.
As you increase steering angle, to bring the car into the apex, you’ll need to continually
release brake pressure.
The more steering input, the less braking force you’ll be able to keep until you reach
the final 10-15% of brake pressure, where you’ll only be using the brakes to control the
pitch of the car.
This is the tricky part, where the car may rotate (oversteer) and a delicate touch is
required.
The diagram below shows an example data trace braking (red) and steering (blue) from
a driver who is trail braking.
As you can see the driver brakes (up to the grip threshold) in a straight line and without
any steering, to decelerate as quickly as possible.
Then, once he has released brake pressure somewhat, he begins to turn into the
corner. As the car enters the corner, the amount of trail braking required depends on
the balance of the car.
Ideally, we want to be using all of the available grip from the four tires which we
control by braking slightly more or less and altering the car’s pitch.
Basically, more braking equals more front/less rear grip and less braking equals less
front/more rear grip.
Just before the apex the driver should be completely off the brakes and the tires’ grip
will be wholly used for cornering, with no grip used for deceleration.
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Why does trail braking make me faster?
As I’ve already mentioned, we trail brake so that we’re using all of the grip available –
from the front and rear tires – through the corner entry phase.
We can understand this more easily if we take a look at the G-circle diagrams below,
showing the grip usage of a professional and amateur driver through a corner.
The G-circle shows the potential grip available for braking, turning and acceleration with
the outer ring displaying the maximum grip potential in any given direction.
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As you can see, the blue line shows each driver’s usage of available grip. The
professional driver is using 100% of the grip available all the way through the corner,
but the amateur isn’t quite there. Here’s what’s going on for both drivers:
Professional Driver
1. Car arriving at corner at near constant speed.
2. Brakes as late as possible, using 100% of grip available. The driver is on the
threshold of locking a tire.
3. As the pro turns into the corner, he balances the reduction in braking force and
increase in steering perfectly, using all of the grip available.
4. Deceleration is complete and now the car is using 100% of available grip to turn.
Amateur Driver
1. Car arriving at corner at near constant speed
2. Not quite using all of the grip available to brake and therefore braking too early.
The driver may be concerned about locking a tire.
3. The amateur driver releases the brakes more when in a straight line and then
begins to turn into the corner. As you can see there is more grip available to
both decelerate and turn.
4. Deceleration is complete and the car is turning with its peak g-force however,
the driver is not using all the grip available and could carry a little more corner
speed.
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Not utilizing all of the available grip will mean the amateur won’t be able to carry as
much
speed
into
the
apex,
therefore
losing
lap
time.
In the graph below you can see the two drivers’ speed traces, showing the differences
between the pro (red) and the amateur (blue).
As you can see the red line carries much more speed to the apex, whereas the blue line
does not manipulate balance advantageously. It’s most likely that the car represented
by the blue line is oversteering on entry to the corner – due to too much trail braking.
The driver is keeping the brakes on for too long, giving the front too much grip and so
the rear will slide as it’s the limiting factor.
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This is a common data trace seen when coaching track day and race drivers,
highlighting poor weight-balance management: the car is on its nose, the front has a lot
of grip, but the rear has very little.
The solution? Release the brakes earlier, let the nose rise and distribute the car’s
weight more evenly – allowing the rear to grip and creating an even balance.
When to trail the brakes
It should be said that it’s not necessary to trail brake into all corners. Trail braking is
best suited to slower corners where we want to ‘rotate’ the car before the apex to turn
the car more and open up the exit, allowing us to get on the throttle earlier.
In faster corners we won’t trail brake as much and we’ll likely come off the brakes
earlier (although probably still trail a little) so that we don’t transfer too much grip to
the front tires and can keep the rear settled, which is what you want in the quick stuff.
The amount of trail braking needed for a specific corner isn’t set in stone. You’ll need to
be dynamic in your approach as the difference in corners, setup, track temperature and
so on, will affect the balance of your car and the amount of trail braking required.
For this reason, trail braking is about feel and reacting to how the car moves
underneath you once you’ve turned in.
Using trail braking to cure balance issues
Even if you’ve been testing before a race weekend, there may still be instances where
the car’s setup isn’t perfect once you hit the track and we often hear F1 drivers
complain about a lack of balance after a race.
This is where one end of the car generally has more grip than the other and the driver
will complain about too much understeer or too much oversteer.
Trail braking can help cure this somewhat as we can control the weight of the car, and
therefore grip, if we can change our driving technique slightly.
Imagine you have a car that has too much understeer, where as soon as you turn the
car into the corner, the front pushes wide and likely won’t make the apex.
With this scenario, there is a ‘front limited’ balance as the front doesn’t have enough
grip. When this happens, a good driver will understand that we need to give the front
of the car more grip on entry.
How do we do this? Well, we need to keep more weight over the front tires when we
turn the car in and we do this by releasing the pressure on the brake pedal slightly
later.
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This means the front of the car is diving more and has more weight and therefore grip,
hence helping the balance issue.
In summary
Trail braking is an advanced technique that’s hard to master – however, once a driver
has the feel and experience to get it right, they’ll be faster over a lap and be able to
‘drive around’ smaller setup issues.
Perfecting the technique takes a decent amount of seat time, but a good driver coach
will help reduce the learning curve and can assist you with other technical aspects of
your driving.

Who is the luckiest guy in
Pacific Coast Corvettes? Many
will argue it’s Mark Smith. Not
only does he have the lovely
Pattie Smith at his side, who
together share their good
fortune (or she brings it to
him), but Mark and Pattie
together have won the 50/50
drawing, bagging hundreds of
dollars, at least three times in
the last several months. Here
is Treasurer Gary Lane handing
Mark his winnings at the
January meeting.
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By David McCue
I look forward to Mark and Vicki Alter hosting
Super Bowl every year at Harpoon Henry’s in
Dana Point. They arrange for reserved seating
for us up front next to the wide screen TV and
a special menu. As always, the food and
service were wonderful.
The Ram fans included Henry and Becky Lewis,
Harold and Sheryl Brunski, Bob and Alison
Rose, Al and Mary La Roche, Dave and Gina
McCue and the Alters. Mona was there with
Dave Johnson and her son. Dave looks good and we compared the beards that
we’ve been cultivating for about six months. Perspective members and friends of the
Alters, Darrell and Anastasia Fisher also joined us. Darrell had a ’85 coup way back
and is presently hunting for a C6.
Harold Brunski took care of the betting pool and Gina made off with a few dollars, I
took home a Ram team Wall clock and water bottle.
With lunch under our belts, our group settled in to watch the game. Gladys Knight
sang the National Anthem, sounded great, and then the game started. The game
was off to a slow start but spirits remained high, for a while any way. Everyone
knows the Rams lost.
That said, the Dodgers lost to the Boston Red Socks in the World Series. We won’t
have to worry about the LA Lakers; they won’t meet the Celtics in the NBA finals. In
fact they may not make the playoffs. That saves us from a possible swept by the
New England pro teams.
It wasn’t all bad, the Ram defense play well, only giving up 13 points; the lowest
scored by New England in a Super Bowl. Going into the third quarter it was tied 3 to
3, not too bad. Let’s see, oh yeah, Ram Punter Johnny Hekker got off a Super Bowl
Record 65 yard punt. The Rams were forced to punt 8 times, another record.
Then came the explanations and affirmations: proud of what they accomplished,
getting there, it was a learning experience, one step at a time, the future looks
bright. The coach and quarterback were just kids; they’re going to be better next
year.

Corvette Waves

P a g e | 40
February 2019
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Some say the Rams didn’t deserve to be there because they got away on a pass
interference penalty that most likely would have led to a win for the New Orleans
Saints playoff game.
There isn’t sufficient time to go into what they did wrong. A pro coach reported
saying that all coaches basically do the same thing when it comes to game
strategies, however the Patriot’s coach, the handsome, charismatic Bill Belichick
does it better. The Rams offence looked like a freshman high school team compared
to the Pats.
We can feel sorry for the New England QB Tom Brady; he didn’t win the MVP and
didn’t through a touchdown pass like he did in the 9 previous Super Bowls. I’m a
diehard Rams fan and Brady is not my favorite. His first Super Bowl in 2001 was
against, you guessed it, the Rams.
Well, we can all hang up our shoulder pads for a while and Harpoon Harry’s has
survived another gathering of PCC Super Bowl fans. There is always next year.
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By Bob Savanich
A last minute cancellation of Speed
Ventures’ February 16th track day at Auto
Club Speedway opened up an opportunity
to gather PCC members at the weekly
SoCal Cars and Coffee at the San Clemente
Outlets. The call went out to the members
to swing by if the weather cooperated. And
boy did it. A brilliant sunny day that only
California can provide.
The most PCC
Corvettes I have personally ever seen at
the Outlets is a respectable 13. I was
hoping to beat that record Saturday but we fell one short. Still, 12 Corvettes is a very
good showing. I’d love to make SoCal C&C a monthly calendar date if the calendar has
an opening. Several PCC members show up every week, weather and schedule
permitting, so you will always see a few of us hanging out.
Our fearless leader, Bob Rose suggested that those
who
are
interested,
show up at
Carl’s Jr.
on Ortega
Hwy
in
San Juan
Capistrano
around
8:00
AM
for
an
8:30 departure for our caravan. This is standard
operating procedure for events South of Ortega.
Sandy and I brought up the rear to mop up any stragglers. I would have needed a
speed mop to clean up. It is inevitable for other cars to “cut” in line but carefully aimed
paint guns discourage this “uncivil” behavior. Just kidding. I only shoot Mustangs.
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For those PCC
members who
have
never
been to the
Outlets between
9:00-11:00
every Saturday
you are missing
a really cool
gathering. Several hundred cars and a couple of
thousand spectators show up weekly. It is kid friendly
and some bring their pets. Coffee, donuts, breakfast,
candy, ice cream is available in the shops.
I’m trusting my memory to thank those PCC members who showed. If I forgot one or
two please let me know and I will send out an “APB” to rectify.
In no particular order: Bob Rose, Mark and Patti
Smith, Dick Jones, Don Wilder, Al Krauza, Dave
McCue, Jim Coticchia and Carol Gates, Ted Jung,
Joe Gilder, Ray and Nancy Marshall, Ellis
Delameter, Sandy and Bob Savanich.
Please come to our March meeting at
Fuddruckers the first Wednesday of every month.
I’m the new Sgt. At Arms and I look forward to
collecting $1.00 fines for scofflaws. Please no
rolled coins.
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USA Express Tires & Service is currently offering the following
current discount coupons for tires and services. (Until March 15, 2019)
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Cypher Scientific, the first corporate sponsor of Pacific Coast Corvettes, has been
reporting that MedWand, a device we have been working on for almost three years, has
been released to manufacturing. MedWand is a disruptive medical device that enables a
doctor to examine you remotely, regardless of where you are, or where the doctor may
be. It finally puts “medicine” into telemedicine. You can see it in action
at www.medwand.com. MedWand is now in pre-FDA submission testing and we expect
final approval by June. Watch for MedWand to make an immediate impact in home
healthcare, telemedicine, and remote access to quality healthcare.
Along with MedWand’s release, Cypher Scientific is now a partner in Amoled Technical
Services. We have begun producing replacement screens for after-market repair of the
iPhone X in our factory in Korea and have launched sales worldwide. Check it out at
www.amoledscreens.com. Another factory, located in Southeast Asia for the production
of replacement screens for the Samsung OLED phones like the 8, 8+, 9 and 9+ is in
planning for later this summer.
We also are proud to continue to be involved as part of the Corvette community
through our sponsorship of Bob Rose’s Z06 in the Wilwood Corvette Challenge series
again for the 2019 season and are looking forward to expanding that sponsorship into
the 2019 SCCA Solo and Pro-Solo Autocross series as well. We are also interested in
helping support a multi-car Pacific Coast Corvettes Racing Team in 2019.
Cypher Scientific’s mechanical and electrical engineering teams can bring your imagined
products to life. Medical, home, automotive, robotic, industrial: What can we build for
you?
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Simpson Chevrolet appreciates the affiliation it has with Pacific Coast Corvettes, and is
pro
ud to be a club sponsor and a participant with PCC and major contributor to PCC’s
Scholarship Program. We are pleased to continue our sponsorship for an additional
year, through 2019 and committed to contribute $1000 to the club’s scholarship fund
for a graduating senior from the Saddleback Valley Unified School District.
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Speed Ventures will celebrate its 18th anniversary later this year after introducing tens
of thousands of drivers to the exciting sport of road racing with performance driving
events at race tracks across California, Nevada, and beyond. What began in 2001 as a
passion project for Co-Founder and CEO Aaron Bitterman has grown into one of the
largest recreational motorsports organizations in the country.
“I was obsessed with road racing and I needed more seat time,” said Bitterman,
explaining how it all began. “I also wanted to create events with a unique feel and a
relaxed atmosphere where friends could come to share their passion for racing.”
Speed Ventures quickly caught on as an alternative to national clubs. Customers
enjoyed the friendly, grassroots style, and they found they got more time on the track.
Plus, drivers realized they didn’t need to have aspirations of being a professional race
car driver—or own a race car—to enjoy spending a day at the track honing their driving
skills.
“I’m still amazed how many people—even people who love cars—have no idea they can
drive their own car on a race track,” says Bitterman. “Speed Ventures provides
instruction and creates a low-pressure environment for beginners so they can get their
feet wet in a calm, controlled atmosphere. And we give experienced drivers the track
time they need to tune their cars and set up for the next race weekend.”
$30 Off for Pacific Coast Corvettes members!
PCC members who have never driven with Speed Ventures get $30 off their first
registration with us. Just enter code PCC2019 when you register online. Use same code
for $5 off your first autocross, if you prefer.
See you at the track!

Corvette Waves

P a g e | 50
February 2019
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Interesting Article in the Orange County Register (Suggested by Ray Marshall)

Anyone who has driven this section of the I-5 Freeway around Dana Point
knows this section of road too well.
Q. I am a retired firefighter of 34 years, and for 25 of those years I was on a paramedic
unit and drove lights-and-siren as much or more than anyone at the time. I consider
myself a cautious driver. On Christmas day we were driving down to San Diego on the I-5
Freeway. It was about 10:30 a.m. and raining. We were just passing where Highway 1
intersects the I-5, and the freeway lanes disappeared. The road in that area has the
current striping; the old striping that Caltrans removed, but with the markings still visible;
and multiple rectangles in the surface where the separate concrete pads had been
structurally bonded with rebar and new concrete. I exclaimed to my wife, “Where is the
lane?” She said it is no better in the full daylight when she drives to the outlet mall. While
Caltran’s new policy is to no longer use Botts’ Dots, the agency should reconsider them
for these confusing areas. Fortunately, traffic was light as I am sure I wandered out of
my lane – though I’m not really sure. If they truly are not going to use Botts’ Dots
anywhere, then what solutions will they use for areas like this?

– Bob Pingle, Lake Forest

A. The ol’ Honkster got more flustered going through that same stretch under gray skies
recently than he did asking out the now-Mrs. Honk for the first time.
But help is on the way, Bob.
“We do have some projects underway to improve the road along I-5 in south Orange
County,” said Van Nguyen, a spokeswoman for Caltrans.
The state is doing surface work, from the El Camino Real under-crossing in San Clemente
to north of the Junipero Serra Road under-crossing in San Juan Capistrano – a stretch
that includes that troubled area.
“When the surface work is completed on both directions, we’ll re-stripe (the) I-5, which
will improve lane visibility in that area,” she said. “That will likely happen by May.”
And, yes, Botts’ Dots, those ceramic discs that rise from lane markings and rattle your car
when crossing over them, providing a warning that you are leaving a lane, are on their
way out.
Caltrans, which was urged to drop the famous dots by the federal government, figures
the ceramic buttons are not reflective, confuse autonomous cars and don’t last very long.
The norm is becoming thermoplastic striping, which offers improved reflection at night
and during rain, and with plastic composite markers used instead of the ceramic dots.
The new markings are still to provide a bit of a rumble.
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Registered in the Corvette Pace Car Registry
Fully Documented 1 of 57 Corvette Limited Edition Track Cars Used at the 1998
Indianapolis 500 1 of 16 With Six-Speed Manual Transmission
Current Mileage 7,240
Price: $38,995
“That’s the coolest looking car I’ve ever seen!”, “Awesome!”, “Fantastic!”, “Way cool!”, “Nice car!”. These are
just some of the comments the driver of a 1998 Corvette Indy pace car encounters in normal driving. Of course,
when you drive a Radar Blue (almost purple) Corvette convertible with in-your-face bright yellow wheels, black
and yellow interior, and bright yellow, white, red and gold stylized checkered flag graphics extending along both
sides, the hood and the trunk, you have to expect a few comments. Amongst the standard, run-of-the mill bland
cars and SUV’s that populate roads today, the ’98 Indy pace car stands out like a rainbow against a cloudy sky.
For the fourth time since 1978, Corvette was selected to pace the Indianapolis 500 for 1998. Chevrolet’s
designers set out to create a car that would get noticed in the parades and pageantry of the Indy 500 festival and
one that would stand out while being followed by 33 race cars. As then, Chevrolet general manager John
Middlebrook said: “We told the designers we wanted something that would grab people immediately, and they
didn’t disappoint us.” Indeed they didn’t.
To celebrate the occasion, Chevrolet produced replicas which were identical to
the actual Indy pace cars used for the race, except for the strobe lights, fire
extinguisher, and communication system on the actual pace cars as required
by race officials. The actual pace cars had standard, unmodified Corvette
engines, drive trains and suspensions as did all of the replicas. The 5.7 liter
Corvette LS1 engine produced 345 hp and 380 lb.-ft. of torque, an active
handling system, and a sub-five-second 0-60 performance, plenty power to
keep the Corvette out front when needed.
Car #138 is NOT a replica. It came with the
pedigree of being 1 of the 57 Track cars used during the ’98 Indy 500 and 1 of
only 16 of those with a six-speed manual transmission, which makes this car
even more rare. It bears the highly collectible Track Pass Sticker and the
#138 assigned and affixed by Indianapolis Motor Speedway to the windshield
indicating the car is authentic. Track cars are used by IMS officials, city VIPs
like the mayor and police chief, media representatives and friends of the IMS
owners, the George family for the duration of the Festival. Car #138 was
assigned to Gavin Bodell in “Production” (media representatives) for the duration of the Indy 500 Festival. This
beautiful ’98 Corvette Indy car has won 1st Place C-5 at the Huntington Beach Concours. This car cannot be
registered in California due to emission requirements. For more information, contact Mark & Vicki Alter at 949922-5697 or gearbiz1@aol.com.
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1 of 75
Only 4,300 Original Miles
Registered in the Corvette Pace Car Registry
Every person who buys a Corvette gets more than just a
fine automobile. They also get a little piece of Corvette history.
They're all special, each one with its own unique story, each one a
little piece of the aura and tradition that is approaching its 50th
year of existence. But then there are Corvettes that are extra
special-big pieces of history, if you will, such as '53-55s, rare
options like the '63 Z06 and L88s, veteran Sebring and Daytona
racers, factory one-offs, and, we submit, Indy Pace Cars. Add the
Corvette performance legacy to that of the most famous and
longest-running American car race, the Indianapolis 500, and
you've got a slightly larger than normal piece of history. The
Chevrolet Corvette was selected to pace the Indy 500 for the third
time in 1995. Other than mandatory safety features (including a
specially designed rollbar), the Corvette needed no modifications
to meet pace car specifications.
In 1995 the Indy Pace car was driven by Chevrolet general
manager Jim Perkins. It was his third time driving the pace car at
Indy. There were 3 Pace Cars in addition to the 75 authentic track
cars produced, and 527 Indy Pace Car replicas made with the
exact same options. The replicas were never used at the track.
Specifications for this Authentic Track Car:













Convertible




Electronic Air Conditioning

Dark Purple Metallic over White Two-Tone paint
Special Indy Decal Package and Special Indy Emblems
5.7L Engine (LT1)
4-Speed Automatic Transmission
Performance Axle Ratio (3.07:1)
9.5" Front and Rear Argent ZR-1 Wheels
P275/40ZR17 B/W Tires
Coated ZR-1 Rotors
Black Interior

Black Leather Adjustable Sport Bucket Seats with purple
Insert and
Indy
Logo on Headrest
Delco/Bose Music System with electronically tuned AM/FM
Stereo Radio,
Cassette Tape and CD Player



exhausts "ope

Power Driver & Passenger Seats
When Corvette was chosen to pace the Indy 500 in 1995,
the C4 platform was nearing the end of its run. The biggest, or at
least most visible, change for '95 was in the front fender "gill" air
vents. It was still a potent performer, however, and little
modification was needed to make Corvette Indy-ready. The three
Vettes that were prepared to actually pace the race had their
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ned up," which allowed the 300-horse LT1 to gain a healthy chunk of power and made things a bit louder. The stock
springs were modified to create a stiffer ride, and also to lower the car an inch. These three Vettes also received a
rollbar, The winner of the race this year was Jacques Villeneuve, driving the #27, Player’s LTD/Team Green, Reynard,
Ford Cosworth XB.
But the three actual Pace Cars were not the only Corvettes "working" the race. Seventy-five Track Cars were
delivered to the race directors, where they were at the disposal of those high enough on the dignitary food chain. After
the race, The General reclaimed the cars, which were subsequently delivered to Chevrolet dealers for sale to the public.
The sequence number 128 signifies that it was the twenty-eighth Track Car built, and the Indy Track number identifies
this car as the one used by Dale Collins of the Chevrolet Suite during the 79th 500. Of the first four Indy Track cars,
three were used by the George family, owners of the Indianapolis facility, and the other by Mayor Goldschmidt. The car
saw duty in the numerous parades and festivities that were part of the biggest race of the year.

Mark & Vicki Alter
CALL: 949 922-5697

Email: gearbiz1@aol.com

Pacific Coast Corvettes Calendar
February, 2019
3
Sun

SuperBowl ar Harpoon Henry's in Dana Point, PCC Coordinator: Mark Alter

6

Wed

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest

9

Sat

San Juan Rotary Car Show, PCC Coordinator Kandra Longo (949-837-2204)
CANCELLED!

16

Sat

Auto Club Speedway PCC-CE Track event & Wilwood Challenge
Day #2
CANCELLED!

23

Sat

Kick Tires Breakfast Meeting—8am at Knowlwood's Restaurant, Irvine (5
Freeway and Sand Canyon Avenue)…no signup, just show up. PCC Coordinator:
Ken James ken-jamescalif@att.net
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March, 2019
2-3
Sat-Sun
Dana Point Festival of Whales, PCC Coordinator Al Laroche

6

Wed

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest

9-10

Sat-Sun

Spring Fling Autocross, by Palm Springs Corvette Club, at Riverside County
Fairgrounds

PCC Coordinator: Bob Rose (702-755-7334)
Details TBD

1617

Sat-Sun

1617

Sat-Sun

Chuckwalla Raceway PCC Cabin Campout Weekend & WilWood Challenge Day
#3, PCC Coordinator: Bob Rose (702-755-7334)

"The Classic Auto Show" t OC Fair & Event Center, Costa Mesa

April, 2019
3
Wed

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest

6

Willow Springs Road Course (Big Willow) PCC-CE Track event & Wilwood

Sat

Challenge Day #4 PCC Coordinator Bob Rose (702-755-7334)

May, 2019
1
Wed

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest

4

Sat

22019 Edelbrock Car Show in Torrance

5

Sun

Auto Club Speedway PCC-CE Track event & Wilwood Challenge Day #5, PCC
Coordinator: Bob Rose (702-755-7334)

19

Sun

42nd Annual Plastic Fantastic Car Show at San Diego, by North County Corvette
Club, PCC Coordinator: John Iest (949-770-2520) ,
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June, 2019
5
Wed
PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest
8

Sat

Auto Club Speedway PCC-CE Track event & Wilwood Challenge Day #6, PCC
Coordinator: Bob Rose (702-755-7334)

9

Sun

Autocross at Auto Club Speedway on the Big Lot PCC-CE AX#2, PCC Coordinator: Bob

Rose (702-755-7334)
July, 2019
3
Wed

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest

28

Buttonwillow PCC-CE Track event & Wilwood Challenge Day #7, PCC

Sun

Coordinator: Bob Rose (702-755-7334)
August, 2019
7
Wed

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest

17

Autocross at Auto Club Speedway on the Big Lot PCC-CE AX#3,

Sat

PCC Coordinator: Bob Rose (702-755-7334)
2231

Thu-Sat

2831

Wed-Sat

6th National Corvette Caravan - Southwest, departs from Rose Bowl
PCC Details TBD
25th Anniversary Celebration of the National Corvette Museum at Bowling
Green

September, 2019
4
Wed
PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest
28

Sat

19th Annual Cruisin' For A Cure. at Orange County Fairgrounds PCC Coordinator:
Kandra Longo (949-233-1878)

28

Sat

Sonoma Raceway PCC-CE Track event & Wilwood Challenge Day #8 , PCC
Coordinator: Bob Rose (702-755-7334)
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October, 2019
3
Wed
PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest
26

Sat

Streets of Willow PCC-CE Track event & Wilwood Challenge Day #9 , PCC
Coordinator: Bob Rose (702-755-7334)

November, 2019
6
Wed
23

Sat

December, 2019
4
Wed

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest
Chuckwalla Raceway* PCC-CE 2nd Cabin Campout Weekend Track Event &
WIlwood Challenge Day #10 , PCC Coordinator: Bob Rose (702-755-7334)

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest
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Willow Springs ROAD COURSE
THIS EVENT OPEN TO ALL DRIVERS, ALL CARS.
Saturday also features the Bimmer Challenge, and
Wilwood Corvette Challenge, as well as Maxxis
Supermiata Cup and Spec Corvette races.
Date Saturday, April 6, 2019
Price See notes above or click to register to see pricing options.
Instruction All experience levels welcome. (Click here for more info)
Track Willow Springs Big Track (Rosamond, CA)
Configurati
Full Course CW on Saturday
on
Timing AMB Timing and Transponders are available.
Event Info EVENT INFORMATION
LOCATION: Willow Springs International Raceway is located at 3500 75th Street West in
Rosamond, CA. Take the Rosamond Blvd exit off the 14 freeway and proceed west for six
miles until you reach the track entrance. Please note that there is a $10/person gate fee
charged by the track for all entrants (including spectators).
SCHEDULE: You should plan to show up at the track no later than 7:00am. Check-in
generally begins at 7:00am and ends at 7:45am. Our drivers meeting begins as early as
7:40am for Advanced Group drivers. This meeting is MANDATORY for all drivers unless
you have received prior clearance to miss it. Please come to registration first BEFORE
unloading/prepping your car to be sure you do not potentially miss your first run session
of the day! A schedule will be emailed out a day or two before the event and provided at
registration when you check-in.
CAR NUMBERS: You must have car numbers, at least 8" tall, located on both sides and
either the front or back of your vehicle. This is mandatory for all drivers. You can make
up a 3-digit number - we will notify you if it is in use by another driver at the track. If
you do not have numbers or tape, we will have tape available at the track which you can
use.

highly recommended on the FRONT (and
recommended on the REAR) of your car before going out on track. The
important thing is that you have appropriate tow points figured out that
we can hook on to in order to tow you off track. Please determine
appropriate tow points - it is your responsibility and we will not be
responsible for any damage done to your car. If you do not have a towpoint, we will be forced to figure one out on the fly.
TOW HOOKS or TOW POINTS are
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TRANSPONDERS: If you forget to turn in your transponder at the conclusion of an
event, you will be responsible for shipping it back ASAP. See the FAQ section
at www.speedventures.com/faqs.aspx for shipping instructions. In addition, a $20
administration fee may be charged to process your return.
The TECH FORM is a must-have at the event. It can be filled out and signed by you,
your mechanic, or whoever is responsible for ensuring that your car is safe and sound for
high speed performance driving. Be sure to print it out, fill it out before the event, and
bring it with you to registration:http://www.speedventures.com/events/tech.pdf

There is also a track event checklist available if you're not sure what you
should bring: http://www.speedventures.com/events/trackchecklist.pdf
As always, the FAQ should answer the most commonly-asked
questions: http://www.speedventures.com/faqs.aspx

Attendees For a list of drivers registered for Saturday's event and their cars, click
here.

Willow Springs Big Track Full Course CW (Saturday)
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AUTOCROSS @ Auto Club Speedway
THIS EVENT OPEN TO ALL DRIVERS, ALL CARS.
Dates Saturday, May 4, 2019
Sunday, May 5, 2019
Price See notes above or click to register to see pricing options.
Instruction All experience levels welcome.
Track AUTOCROSS @ Auto Club Speedway (Fontana, CA)
Configuration Autocross on Saturday
Autocross on Sunday
Timing AMB Timing and Transponders are available.
Event Info EVENT INFORMATION
NOTE: There is a $10 gate fee for all drivers, spectators, friends and
family.
Drivers DO NOT have to pick up cones and will get unlimited runs on
course, space and time permitting (typically 10-30 runs)!
A light-based timing system will be working, but we will not log the times,
so you will need to write them down yourself at the end of your run.
The course will open at 9:00-9:30am and close at 4:40-5:00pm. You
may show up whenever you like. Please go to registration in Garage 2 in
the main paddock to get your wristband.
We are featuring various food trucks at our events, so food and drink will
generally be available starting at 11am. Remember to bring plenty of
water as well as sunscreen, a hat, sunglasses, some shade, and a chair.
Auto Club Speedway is located at 9300 Cherry Ave., Fontana, CA
92335. Please enter through the main gate off Cherry Avenue. The
event is located INSIDE the Speedway. Please enter the facility off
Cherry Ave. and tell the guard you are going to Speed Ventures. You will
circle around the Speedway to the south and enter through the tunnel to
get to the interior.
Planning on driving a 3-wheeled vehicle? Here is a list of approved
models:
1. Polaris Slingshot
2. Trihawk
3. Fireaero
4. Campagna Motors T-Rex
5. Campagna Motors V13R
6. Morgan 3-wheeler (roll-hoop equipped only)
7. Grinnall Scorpion
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Auto Club Speedway
THIS EVENT OPEN TO ALL DRIVERS, ALL CARS.
Saturday also features the Wilwood Corvette
Challenge.
Saturday and Sunday also features Maxxis
Supermiata Cup and Spec Corvette races.
Dates

Saturday,
Sunday, June 9, 2019

June

Price

See notes above or click to register to see pricing options.

Instruction

All experience levels welcome. (Click here for more info)

Track

Auto Club Speedway (Fontana) (Fontana, CA)

Configuration Pro
Course
"ROVAL"
Pro Course - "ROVAL" CCW on Sunday
Timing

AMB Timing and Transponders are available.

Event Info

EVENT

8,

CCW

2019

on

Saturday

DETAILS

There is a gate fee of $10 for everyone entering the facility, including drivers, guests,
and spectators. Auto Club Speedway is located at 9300 Cherry Ave., Fontana, CA 92335.
Use the main entrance on Cherry Ave. and, once through the gate, drive to the left side
of the Speedway and then curve right to enter the tunnel which takes you into the
infield
of
the
track.
ARRIVAL TIME: A schedule will be emailed to you a few days prior to the event. Plan
to show up at the track by 6:50am and go straight to Registration in Garage 2 (G2), the
second garage, to check in. Please check in BEFORE unloading or working on your car.
Check-in will close at 7:40 and the Drivers' Meeting may begin as early as 7:40am
(depending on your run group) in the Drivers Lounge (also in G2). The Drivers Meeting
is mandatory for all drivers - unless you have received prior clearance from Speed
Ventures
to
show
up
late.
GARAGES: Garages are assigned the morning of the event on a first come/first served
basis. If you are a group of 5 or more, let us know in advance and we'll do our best to
put
your
group
together
ahead
of
time.
GASOLINE: 98oct and 110oct fuel can only be pumped into full race vehicles and will
not be sold to drivers with streetable cars. Gas jugs must be labeled "RACING FUEL for
USE IN COMPETITION VEHICLES ONLY". In addition, a CARB form must be filled out for
each purchase (we will have forms available at the track). Make sure you show up with
enough gas to run your first session at least! There will be no gas available until
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8:45am. The schedule for gas is on the hour, every hour until 4pm. The attendant will
only wait for 10 minutes to sell gas. Gas is purchasable only using CASH ONLY. Speed
Ventures does not guarantee that race fuel will be available. If it is critical to running
your
car,
you
might
consider
bringing
your
own.
LOADING
in advance
know the
7pm). We
possible

IN the day before: If you want to unload on Friday night, you must notify us
and we will let you know if it is possible (it is 99% of the time) and let you
hours available for loading in (usually 4pm-7pm, but sometimes 6pmmust give your name to security to grant you access. Saturday load in is
all
day
up
until
6pm
(gates
lock
at
7pm).

CAMPING: Due to the added cost of security we will only allow camping if enough
people are willing to chip in to cover the costs. If we get enough people willing to pay
for camping, we can possibly add security. If you would like to help make camping
available,
please
email
us
info@speedventures.com.
CAR NUMBERS: You must have car numbers, at least 8" tall, located on both sides and
either the front or back of your vehicle. This is mandatory for all drivers.
TOW HOOKS or a suitable TOW POINT are required on the FRONT of your car (and
recommended on the rear) . If you do not have a tow hook or tow point established for
the front of your car, please figure out a tow point we can use in order to pull you off
track in the event of a mechanical problem. You are responsible for establishing a tow
point - Speed Ventures is not responsible for any damage done to your car.
TRANSPONDERS: If you forget to turn in your transponder at the conclusion of an
event, you will be responsible for shipping it back ASAP. See the FAQ section
at www.speedventures.com/faqs.aspx for shipping instructions. In addition, a $20
administration
fee
may
be
charged
to
process
your
return.
The TECH FORM is a must-have at the event. Be sure to print it out, fill it out before
the
event,
and
bring
it
with
you
to
registration:http://www.speedventures.com/events/tech.pdf
There is also a track event CHECKLIST available if you're not sure what you should
bring: http://www.speedventures.com/events/trackchecklist.doc
See
our
FAQ
for
answers
to
the
questions: http://www.speedventures.com/faqs.aspx

Attendees

most

commonly-asked

For a list of drivers registered for Saturday's event and their cars, click
here.
For a list of drivers registered for Sunday's event and their cars, click
here.
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Auto Club Speedway (Fontana) Pro Course - "ROVAL" CCW
(Saturday)

Auto Club Speedway (Fontana) Pro Course - "ROVAL" CCW (Sunday)
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Buttonwillow Raceway
THIS EVENT OPEN TO ALL DRIVERS, ALL CARS.
Saturday also features the HFF Challenge.
Sunday also features the Wilwood Corvette
Challenge.
Saturday and Sunday also features Maxxis
Supermiata Cup and Spec Corvette races.
Dates

Saturday, July 27, 2019
Sunday, July 28, 2019

Price

See notes above or click to register to see pricing options.

Instruction

All experience levels welcome.

Track

Buttonwillow Raceway (Buttonwillow, CA)

Configuration

13 CW on Saturday
13 CW on Sunday

Timing

AMB Timing and Transponders are available.

Event Info EVENT DETAILS
LOCATION: Buttonwillow Raceway is located just off Interstate 5 at the
Lerdo Hwy exit, which is 10 miles north of the 58/I-5 interchange and 10
miles south of the 46/I-5 interchange. The track is on Lerdo Hwy, ½ mile
west of the freeway. Note that there is a $10/person gate fee charged to
everyone, including spectators.
You should plan to show up at the track by 7:00am. Please
check in BEFORE unloading or working on your car. Check-in will close at
7:40 and the Drivers' Meeting may begin as early as 7:40am (depending
on your run group). This meeting is MANDATORY for all drivers unless
you have received prior clearance to miss it. Cars typically go on track at
8:00am for the Advanced groups. Please show up no later than 7:15am if
you do not want to potentially miss your first run session of the day.
When you arrive at the track, please go straight to registration at the
main building.
SCHEDULE:

Speed Ventures provides a WATER dispenser with which you can refill your water bottle,
canteen, cup, or camel. Please bring something to the track to drink with. The snack bar
will be open for breakfast (I recommend the breakfast burrito) and lunch.
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Either a TOW HOOK or some TOW POINT is highly recommended on the FRONT (and
recommended on the REAR) of your car before going out on track. The important thing
is that you have appropriate tow points figured out that we can hook on to in order to
tow you off track. Please determine appropriate tow points - it is your responsibility and
we will not be responsible for any damage done to your car. A rear tow point is
recommended in case we are forced to pull your car from behind. If you do not have a
tow-point, we will be forced to figure one out on the fly!
CAR NUMBERS are required. We will have tape available at the track for making
numbers. Your numbers must be at least 8" tall, located on both sides and the back of
your vehicle. You should use the number you signed up with. If you would like to
change it, please notify us at registration.
The TECH FORM is a must-have at the event. Be sure to print it out, fill it out before
the
event,
and
bring
it
with
you
to
registration:http://www.speedventures.com/events/tech.pdf
There is a track event checklist available if you're not sure what you should
bring: http://www.speedventures.com/events/trackchecklist.pdf
Our HOST HOTEL in Buttonwillow, which we hope you will support, is Motel 6 Central
(661-764-5121), which includes WiFi, Speed Channel, HBO, and other amenities geared
towards race car drivers and people who think they're race car drivers. NOTE: there are
two Motel 6's at the Buttonwillow exit, ours is the one closest to the on/off ramp on the
West side of the street. When you book your room, please state that you are with
"SPEED VENTURES" to get your discount. If you have already booked a room at Motel 6
and have not mentioned Speed Ventures, please call back, let them know, and get your
discount!
CAMPING will be available Friday and Saturday nights. If you forgot the $25 camping
add-on to your registration, or if you changed your mind about camping, email
info@speedventures.com and we'll add/remove it for you. The camping fee is just $25
per driver—any non-driving friends, family, and crew do not incur an additional fee.
TRANSPONDERS: If you forget to turn in your transponder at the conclusion of an
event, you will be responsible for shipping it back ASAP. See the FAQ section
at www.speedventures.com/faqs.aspx for shipping instructions. In addition, a $20
administration fee may be charged to process your return.
GARAGES: To reserve a garage, contact the Buttonwillow office directly: (661) 7645333 or info@buttonwillowraceway.com.
Please see our FAQ for commonly asked questions.

