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Treasurer: Gary Lane  
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 Meetings  
Pacific Coast Corvettes meets the first 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00p.m. We 
meet at Fuddrucker’s Restaurant in Lake 
Forest. The restaurant is located on El Toro 
Rd. The address is: 23621 El Toro Road, the 
phone number is:  (949) 830‐7210 

Business Location  
Pacific Coast Corvettes  
23785 El Toro Rd   #251  
Lake Forest, CA 92630‐4762  
Telephone: (702) 755‐7334  

WEB Page:  
http://www.pccvettes.org  
Ted Sickles (949) 716‐3376 

Club Store:  
Judy Nunn 
(949) 586‐1746  

Affiliation  
National Council of Corvette Clubs, Inc. 
(NCCC)  

Corvette Waves  
Corvette Waves is published monthly, within 
two weeks after each meeting. Contributions 
should be received no later than ten days 
after the monthly meeting. They can be 
given to Don Wilder. Display advertising is 
accepted at the discretion of the editor.  
Yearly rates are $100  for a business card, 
$150  for a quarter page, and $200 for a half 
page. 
 
Articles presented in Corvette Waves reflect 
the opinion of the authors, not necessarily 
the views of the editor or Pacific Coast 
Corvettes. Pacific Coast Corvettes and its 
editor seek to publish accurate information 
but do not assume any liability or 
responsibility in the event of claim of loss or 
damages resulting from publication. 
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By Bob Rose 
The holidays are behind us, the awards banquet in 
front of us, and spring is just around the corner! 
Before we know it, another summer will be in full 
swing and it will be time to start planning for 
Cambria again. Already there are car shows and 
food events and all kinds of racing days on the 
calendar for 2019. New members are showing up 
every month and some of them are already cutting 
their teeth on event planning. A new ZR-1 is likely 
to show up in the PCC stable sometime this year 
and the first C8 won’t be far behind. So, I am 
happy to report that, while our government may be 

shut down, PCC is busy and active with another great year ahead.  

Your old board / new board met last week for the hand off / transition meeting, which 
was an easy event since there was not a large change over this year. Henry had to 
retire as Sargent-in-arms and was replaced by Bob “fine em” Savanich, Sandy Savanich 
takes over as secretary from Kandra as she moves into the hospitality role, and Ray 
Marshall is once again Vice President after only one year off from that job. David Yeates 
stays on as assistant to the VP in the events coordinator position. The rest is pretty 
much the same.  

We discussed spicing things up a bit and looking into some more road trips and 
weekend trips than we have been doing recently, so if you have any ideas, or would 
like to lead, please pile on! One possible trip is joining up with the Corvette Caravan to 
Bowling Green at the end of August. For those that don’t want to go all the way to 
Kentucky (like me), day two ends at St. George Utah, which is an easy ride back but 
not before some really spectacular scenery including the Angeles National Forest and 
the Valley of Fire in Nevada. Who’s in? There also seems to be a lot of support for 
another Funkana, which was a total hoot last year.  

We did discuss several important issues too. Some of these will require some small 
changes to the rule book. No big changes really so don’t get excited, but some 
clarifications are in order and we also want to memorialize the scholarship and 
sponsorship processes for future boards. I will publish these changes to the club for 
consideration and approval under separate cover.  
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Speaking of sponsorships, these go a long way to help us with all manner of events and 
activities, including the scholarship fund. Many of you know people or organizations 
who might be interested in becoming a PCC sponsor. Here are the details of the 
program. Please feel free to share with anyone, and if you happen to own a business 
that might have interest in participating as a sponsor (like I do – the rest of you know 
who you are) or even influence one in a decision to join us, please feel free to help.  

Club Sponsor Level: $500 

Recognition on the club website and in the monthly club newsletter with the 
opportunity to submit a one page article about your organization to the club newsletter 
once per quarter.  

PCC Gold Sponsor: $1000 

Banner ad on the club website and in the club newsletter with the opportunity to submit 
a one page article about your organization to the club newsletter once per month. Gold 
sponsors will also be invited to present to the club membership in person once per year 
at a monthly meeting.  

PCC Platinum Sponsor: $1500 

Everything a Gold Sponsor gets plus participation and recognition in the PCC 
Scholarship Fund activities and committee and be publicly named scholarship 
contributors. Platinum sponsors will be invited to attend any PCC monthly meeting and 
may present to the club twice per year. In addition, Platinum sponsors will be invited to 
the awards presentation at the high school of the graduating senior to jointly present 
the scholarship award with PCC to the winning student. Platinum sponsors will also be 
invited to both the PCC Christmas party and annual awards banquet.  

Note that PCC is a not for profit and these sponsorships are tax deductible.  

PCC currently has 168 members. representing 93 households, many with multiple 
Corvettes and other types of sports cars. We are active in the community and enjoy 
patronizing partners and vendors who share our passion for the great American Sports 
Car. 

2019 is shaping up to be lots of fun for PCC members and sponsors, old and new, and I 
am looking forward to seeing what other new and exciting things our members bring to 
the party this coming year.  

 

Bob Rose 
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Hello everyone. It’s been a long and winding road for me this year. I 
learned quite a few things along the way and one of them is I should 
be 10 years old so that I have a better understanding of computers! 
This will be my last column as most of you know I am moving on to 
greener pastures. I will be you're events coordinator for this year. 
Ahh yes, my dream job! As before, I will be managing the club 
calendar. All the other responsibilities go to your new VP, the 
famous Ray Marshall!  Remember, anyone can host an event, all you 
have to do is think of something the club will enjoy, make some 

plans, get a date, and let me put in on the calendar. We have some new people here so  
let's get some new ideas!   How about a trip to Laughlin? Las Vegas? If you can think it 
you can do it! So if you need your event coordinated, now you know where to go! LOL 

Don't forget we also have the event of a lifetime coming up! A caravan to Bowling 
Green in August. What could be finer? They are expecting about 4,000 Corvette’s this 
year in Bowling Green according to sources. It's going to be quite a show! Ray will have 
details later. 

 I just want to say that this year was a pleasure to work for you. It was not without 
some challenges but I got through it. Thank you all for giving me the opportunity! 

 

                                Thanks for December events  

Dec 15: Thank you Ken James for continuing a gourmet breakfast treat at Knollwoods 
in Irvine where people come just to watch others park. Me included. LOL 

            Upcoming Events , Don’t miss these! 

Jan 20: Deerpark Winery and car museum. A must see! 

Jan 24: David Yeates’s Black Rose C7 birthday [two years] (Where’s the party? – Ed) 

Jan 26: Awards banquet @ Orange County Mining Co. Santa Ana 

 

Feb 2: San Juan Rotary Car Show. Great show, don’t miss this one 

Feb 6: PCC meeting @ Fudruckers  7:00 a.m. start  
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Feb 16: PCC-CE Track Day and the Wilwood Challenge event at Auto Club Speedway in 
Fontana . Come out and cheer the team on! 

 

Mar 2-3: Festival of Whales @ Dana Point. Great day to relax and talk Corvettes with 
the crowd. Sign up for one or both days! 

Mar 6: PCC meeting @ Fudruckers 7p start 

Mar 9-10: Spring Fling Autocross @ Riverside County Fairgrounds. This event is put on 
by the club that supported our Funkcana event so lets make sure that we return the the 
favor! 

Mar 15-16: This is the much anticipated CHUCKWALLA experience! This PCC-CE event is 
not to be missed. Cabins are available at the track for us to rent so that you can stay 
for both days. 

Congratulations to Bob Rose for finishing in second place in the Willwood Challenge on 
his first year out! Way to go Bob! Did the ballast in the right seat have a positive effect? 

As always, details for any of the events mentioned can be found on our web site 
calendar. The host and contact information are also included. 

 

This is David Yeates signing off.  Again, it’s been a pleasure serving you as your VP and 
I will now be helping Ray Marshall as your Events Coordinator. Drive safe always. 

 

 

Straight Ahead, Green Lights! 

David Yeates (Dyeates10@aol.com) 

For the latest calendar updates,please 
visit http:www.pccvettes.org/ 
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Anniversaries
Dan & Patty Beadle Jan 7th  Kandra & Richie Longo Jan 20th 
Gary & Joyce Uchino Jan 24th  Jerry & Jill Schlatter  Jan 31st  
 
Rick & Judy Marseilles Feb 5th  Ted & Penny Sickles  Feb 14th  
Gne & Vickie Insley Feb 20th  Jim & Peggy Whiteaker Feb 20th  
Tom & Ruth Camardi Feb 27th  
 

Birthdays 
 
 

Robert Kinsella Jan 1st  Barbara Foss    Jan 1st  
Rick Marsellles Jan 2nd  Ruth Camardi  Jan 3rd    
Ronald (Ron) Barr Jan 5th  Mario O’Brien Jan 5th 
Margaret Anderson Jan 5th  Rick Jesperson Jan 10th  
David Yeates Jab 13th  Pattie Smith Jan 14th  
Monica Jung Jan 14th David Johnson Jan 16th  
Jim Rufus Jan 18th  Patty Beadle Jan 19th  
Don Wilder Jan 21st  Vicki Alter  Jan 22nd  
Duke Bissinger Jan 23rd   
 
Bruce Blank Feb 1st Jill Schlatter Feb 2nd  
Steve Radigan Feb 9th  Traci Bernstein Feb 9th  
Cate Riggs Feb 14th  Jan Young  Feb 14th  
Ulla Barr Feb 17th  Cliff Harris Feb 23rd  
Alma O’Brien Feb 26th  Cheryl Fuller Feb 27th  
Richard Jones Feb 27th  
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General Meeting Minutes – January 2, 2019 
By Kandra Longo 

2019 Board of Directors 
 
President: Bob Rose 
Vice-President: Ray Marshall 
Event Coordinator: David Yeates  
Treasurer: Gary Lane  
Secretary: Sandy Savanich  
Sgt-at-Arms: Bob Savanich   
Historian: Ted Jung  
Hospitality Chair:  Kandra Longo 
Hospitality Chair.  Vicki Kovacs 
Newsletter: Don Wilder – Nancy Marshall 
Awards Chair:  Dave Hennings 
       

 

Bob Rose started meeting on time at 7:00.  He gave us our first joke of the year which was 
of course about Mustangs and then the subject quickly switched to celebrate the fact that 8 
cars from our club drove on New Year’s Day by participating in the Tour d’ Orange. 
 

We welcomed prospective members Brian & Kathy Taylor, guests & returning guests such 
as Lenny.  Rick Alpert spoke about of members we have lost, we gained 23 members, we 
felt sad for the club members that health challenges and that we have sent our best wishes 
to members that we hope our on the mend. Nancy Marshall, Rick Alpert, Bob Rose Dave 
Henning. 
  
We have new members, Gene & Elaine Mercer, voted in and we celebrated birthdays and 
anniversaries for the month of January. 

Judy Nunn, the club storekeeper, was out for this meeting.  Remember, she has hats and 
can put our logos on anything of your choice. 

Gary Lane gave us a treasury report we are doing well and we have enough money to 
participate in 3 different charities. 

Ted Jung, historian requested that members please continue sending in pictures and we 
will update the website. 

Don Wilder offered thanks to Bob Savanich for his Toys for Tots newsletter article and for 
his leading the club’s participation in the USMC Toys for Tots program.  Don asked any U.S. 
military veterans in the meeting to raise their hands and thanked them for their service.  He 
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went on asking for pictures of club members’ cars for the cover of the newsletter. Let’s give 
a round of applause for Bob Rose for his 2nd place overall finish.  

David Yeates gave a special thanks to Ken James for all the Kick the Tires breakfasts. 

David continued to discuss upcoming events, and requested people to please sign up for 
the Deer Park Winery on January 20th.  

Bob rose mentioned ten new track days with Speed Ventures 

Our Charity committee selected 3 charities to support this year such as Huntington Wetands  
wildlife refuge, Alzheimer’s, and Parkinson’s Disease.  

Our last year’s scholarship winner, Brianne Shannon, was a visitor at the meeting and 
spoke briefly to the group, commenting that she enjoys her freshman year at Chico State, 
has made many new friends including a new best friend,  is doing really well carrying 19 
units with an A average, and thanked the group for their support.  Note:   We are now 
starting the process and have hope to have a suitable candidate that will embody all the 
new guidelines we will have set up and voted in at the last meeting.  

Henry Lewis, on his last night as Sergeant at Arms, tried to give out name tags to members 
who were not at the first meeting of the year.  Small amount of fines were levied for no 
name tag, not driving one’s Corvette to the meeting, show us the money.  New prospective 
member drove a mustang another $1 to our fund! 

Rick Alpert won the 50-50 at this night’s meeting. 

I would like to extend a special thank you to Sandy Savanich for doing December notes for 
Secretary while I covered hospitality for Rick Alpert.   

Happy New Year and Congratulations to Sandy as she will assume the Secretary role for 
2019. 

Kandra 
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By Don Wilder – Pictures by Sandra Savanich 

Actually, there are two Tours d’ Orange in Orange County each New Year’s morning.  
One is a popular bicycle event about which this writer knows little.  The other is an 

annual New Year’s morning tour of south Orange 
County of muscle cars, sports cars, hot rods, 
classic cars, antique cars, European imports, 
exotics and who knows what else.    

It could have been that PCC’s participation in 
this Tour d’ Orange was a planned event on the 
club’s calendar with a club host.  But how doe 
step up to host an event when the timing and 
location of the event is unknown, or whether the 
event may or may not actually occur.  No one 

really knows the reason the organizers of the annual Tour d’ Orange do not release 
information about the tour until the last 
minute.  But that’s the way they do it.  That 
there would even be the annual tour this 
year was little more than a rumor until the 
day after Christmas when, by means of a 
page on Facebook, the starting point of the 
tour and time of the start was ‘leaked’ out.  
This year’s Tour d’ Orange would start at 
the corner of Fischer and Red Hill Avenues 
in Costa Mesa.  But where the tour would 
meander this year remained a mystery as 
the route instructions would not be passed out until just 15 minutes before the start.  

Also, the way the staging and start of the tour 
was organized, it would be next to impossible 
to have the PCC club members meet and run 
together as a group. It was but an educated 
guess  that the tour would start south on Red 
Hill instead of north.  So, armed with only 
limited information, the PCC organizers fired 
out an email to the club naming the PCC 
staging area as McDonald’s restaurant at the 
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corner of Red Hill and Bristol, about a quarter mile south of the start along the route.  
The first PCCers showed up at McDonald’s around 7:30 and the rest all trickled in up to 
about 8:30. About 8:35 or so, Bob and Sandy Savanich drove to the staging area and 
hung out until 8:45 when the organizers started handing out route instructions. They 
grabbed a number of copies and brought them back to McDonald’s where Mark and 
Pattie Smith, Bob Rose, Dan Fost, Gary Lane and Ed Baumgartner, Rick MacBarron, and 
this writer and his son Jeff were waiting.  

 With several hundred cars parked four 
abreast staged to pull out and start the 
run, for the seven PCC Corvettes to find 
a break and merge in with the stream, 
and stay together in group might have 
been difficult.  But the PCC group got 
lucky again.  It seems that a group of 
Porsches, Mustangs and Shelby Cobras, 
not waiting for the official start time of 
9:00 a.m., jumped the gun and took off 
at about three minutes early and passed 
by the McDonald’s where the PCC group was lined up and ready to go.  As luck would 
have it, the route turned east on Bristol.  One or two of the gun jumpers got stopped at 
the red light in the left turn lane and left a large gap behind them.  And, with no other 
traffic approaching, the PCC group were all able to pull into the lane, catch the green 
light and start the tour as a group.  That put PCC right up front in the procession of 
Tourers d’ Orange. 

 The tour route proceeded on Bristol to Jamboree 
Road, down to Pacific Coast Highway south through 
Corona Del Mar on into Laguna; continuing up Laguna 
Canyon Road to El Toro Road past Fuddruckers, up to 
Santa Margarita Parkway to Plano Trabuco on to 
Trabuco Canyon Road to Live Oak Canyon Road to 
Cook’s Corner, onto Santiago Canyon Road past Irvine 
Lake, under the 241 south on Jamboree to Barranca 
and into The District parking lot, ending at In-N-Out.  
As several hundred cars were to follow, and fill many 
parking rows, the PCC squad claimed prime parking 
real estate close to the In-N-Out shop where we met 
for lunch.  Also, there was PCC member Richard Block 
and his wife Barbara who were not part of the PCC 
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group during the tour, but ran the tour and joined us for lunch.   

Early on New Year’s morning, on the way to the start of the event, it was cold and very 
windy.  During the course of the tour, the wind died down some and the day warmed 
up some.  Those who chose to brave the chill to drive the Tour d’ Orange, rather than 
lounging in their pajamas and robes to watch the Rose Parade, were treated to a 
beautiful, clear day to enjoy a unique southern California event. 
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The following article is reprinted from the internet blog MotorAuthority written by  
Viknesh Vijayenthiran – One wonders when the new Corvettes will adopt this 
technology. -  Editor 

Hyundai	G80	turns	the	windshield	into	an	augmented	
reality	nav	system	
Jan 9, 2019  

 

 

In the not too distant future, head-up display systems will be able to present a whole lot more 
than the tiny window of static information we're used to today. 

The key is holographic augmented reality technology that has the potential to turn the entire 
windshield into a display, which could enable numerous possibilities, from showing you which 
turns to take on your selected route, the perfect racing line during track days, and even 
information about your location like nearby restaurants and tourist attractions. 

A Swiss company by the name of WayRay is developing just such a system, and Hyundai, which 
together with Porsche, is an investor in the company, demonstrated a holographic augmented 
reality navigation system in a Genesis G80 concept on Tuesday in Las Vegas at the 2019 
Consumer Electronics Show. Jaguar Land Rover showed a similar concept back in 2014. 

The system shown in the G80 concept is designed for navigational features as well as those of 
electronic driver aids like lane departure and forward collision warning. Approach too closely to 
an object ahead and the object can be highlighted and additional visual warnings given. 
Crucially, the augmented reality aspect means the visuals are dynamic, meaning they can track 
moving objects. 
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Hyundai isn't saying when we can expect a similar system in production, but the automaker 
says it is working closely with WayRay to expand holographic augmented reality technology to 
be able to highlight many more objects and integrate with more electronic driver aids. And 
further out, Hyundai says the technology will eventually integrate V2X (Vehicle to Everything) 
technology, so that much more info can be represented, such as data from traffic signals, 
surrounding vehicles, and road and weather conditions. 
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Cars and Coffee – San Clemente 
By Bob Savanich 
Cars and Coffee at the San Clemente Outlets is located at the Vista Hermosa off ramp 
of the I-5 fwy.  This weekly event occurs every Saturday morning between the hours of 
9:00-11:00.  You can arrive at 8:30 a.m., but no sooner.  

The mall is gracious enough to allow this gathering and the idea is to coexist with the 
surrounding neighborhoods.  There are rules of course.  Attendees should enter and 
exit the shopping center from the North entrance located at the off ramp of Vista 
Hermosa.  This minimizes the impact on sleepy neighbors.  No revving, no burnouts, 
period.  Violators will be banned for life.  There are a hundred cameras on the property 
so trust me, violators will be caught.  A few morons broke the rules and paid dearly to 
have their burnout professionally removed.  And they were caught on camera and 
banned for life.  So, the bottom line is normal people their families, pets, hot rods, 
exotics, grocery getters, whatever you drive are welcome.  Morons need not show up 
but I know that doesn’t apply to our group.  Okay now you have the set up.   

I attend every Saturday we are in town or don’t have a conflict on the calendar.  Sandy 
joins me when PCC schedules the Outlets on the calendar.  On days when PCC has it’s 
monthly “Kick the Tires” event at Knowlwoods at Sand Canyon and the I-5, and hosted 
by Ken James, Sandy and I go and then beat feet to the Outlets or catch that event 
too.   

Back to the C&C.  If you’ve never been, you will not believe the sheer number of cars 
and enthusiasts at the weekly gathering.  Simon Wehr of Bracketeer and his son run 
the show which is very organized and professional.   Ruby’s Diner and Rockwell’s 
Bakery, Café & bar are open so there is plenty of coffee and sweet stuff as well as full 
breakfast to nosh on while you are there. 

There are always tons of Corvettes, Mustangs (boooo!), exotics, hot rods, motor cycles, 
trucks, every imaginable car brand you can think of, with hundreds of cars on display.  
It’s not a show and there is no fee.  Just show up, park next to someone and walk 
around, or sit around and tell people about your bitchin’ Vette.   

So gang, if you decide to join me and other PCC members swing on by.  There are 
always a handful or group of PCC guys and gals there with their cars.  Perhaps this 
spring we can organize a big gathering of PCC Corvettes and represent our club.   
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OnStar Thought We Crashed a Corvette 
ZR1. We Were only Lapping It. [Video] 

Here's how to keep your foot in it when emergency operators 
get on the line. 

Submitted by Ray Marshall – Reprint from Automotive 
Magazine. By: Mac Morrison, Robin Trajano December 20, 2018  

Automobile contributor and championship-winning pro race-car 
driver Andy Pilgrim puts a lot of cars on the NCM Motorsports Park 
road course in Bowling Green, Kentucky. Recently, though, he had 
an amusing experience while turning laps around the challenging 3.2-mile, 23-turn 
circuit in a 755-hp 2019 Chevrolet Corvette ZR1. 

As he brakes from 148 mph to set up his entry into Turn 1, an 
operator from General Motors’ OnStar emergency-assistance service 
is heard on the line. The system was apparently triggered back in 
the tight S-turns entering the front straight after its virtual brain 
fired a signal to say all is not right and Pilgrim must need help. To 
our driver’s credit—and demonstrating just one of the differences 
between top professional racers and good track-day amateurs—he 
never lifts or loses concentration, dispatching the OnStar rep and 
continuing on his merry hot lap. That is, until he flicks the Corvette 
into the left-hand Turn 13 at 90 mph, at which point we again hear 
another call from a concerned OnStar operator. 

On this go around, Pilgrim needs a bit more time to convince the 
safety delegate everything is just fine and that she can hang up, but 
once again he keeps the ZR1 dancing on the edge as he engages in 
conversation, attempting to explain the circumstances and the fact 
that, no, he hasn’t put the Chevy on its roof. Finally, as Pilgrim 
crosses the start/finish line to complete the lap—in a solid time of 
2:07.45—and hits the brakes, a third OnStar rep is again on the 
horn, whereupon the bemused driver is able to more calmly explain 
he was merely having some fun around a closed course. Watch it 
now: 
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Chevy engineers were unable to find a solution or offer a definitive 
explanation for the calls, but it seems reasonable to conclude that a 
particular combination of speed, g load, yaw angle, and longitudinal 
and lateral acceleration/deceleration rates can trick the system into 
believing the vehicle has been in a crash—or that its driver is 
auditioning for a seat with the factory-backed Corvette Racing team. 
Even more odd, Chevy insisted to us that it in all its miles of ZR1 
track testing, it has only heard of this scenario when Pilgrim is the 
driver behind the wheel, and only when he’s flogging the car at the 
NCM track. 

It definitely makes for a funny onboard video. But it’s also a good 
demonstration of the ZR1’s extreme performance capabilities, as 
well as the fact OnStar and its representatives really will be there in 
a flash to help if you ever do find yourself in real trouble. 
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Competitors’ Edge – January 2019   
PCC-Competitors Edge Track Tips for the 2019 Season (and beyond) 

By Bob Rose 
For our PCC members who want to turn in faster laps, and for those just interested in 
understanding the techniques that can make the difference, here is some advice.  

These tips come generally from Randy Pobst, who has won about every SCCA race and ProSolo 
championship known to man (and woman if you are one) and might help you refine your skills, 
or get up to speed sooner. 

#1. The Holy Grail of your best lap times is the friction circle. It’s the graph that 
measures how much grip from your tires that you are making 
work for you. Plain English? Use all of your tire’s traction all of 
the time. Charge into the turn, charge out, blending it all 
together seamlessly and smoothly. Do this, and you don’t 
even need the other nine techniques, but they go together 
and serve this one so read on.  

#2. Apex. Know what an apex is and hit them all the way 
around the circuit, every time. The apex is where the corner 
stops getting tighter and starts getting wider. In a perfect 
world, the fast driver begins to accelerate a little before the 

apex. Wait for the moment when you know you will clip that magic point, perfectly slowing or 
holding speed until then, and only then go to the power.  

#3. Exit Speed. What is the fastest you can be at 
the end of the turn? This is 90 percent of your lap 
time, because the faster you are leaving a corner, 
the higher your speed will be all the way to the 
next. This even works in Autocross, but in a much 
more concentrated sense.  

This rule of thumb is also safer, because leaving 
the corner, power is mostly under your complete 
control. If you start to run a little wide a little too 
early, ease off the power and make a mental note 
to apex later next time around.  

#4 Brake Late. Hold your foot to the floor for as 
long as you dare. “Until you see God”. Simple: The 
longer you accelerate the faster you go. Sneak up 
on this one. For survival, know your brake point. 
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Establish it early and be consistent. This way you know exactly where you went for the stoppers 
last time, and you sneak a little past that the next time.   

#5. The Small Bite Sequence. Set your best exit speed first, using a safe, early brake point 
– then work on braking later. Continue to gradually increase your entry speed until it begins to 
hurt your exit speed, because you are still trying to get “whoa-d” down when you ought to be 
getting on the gas to go. Now back up a little to the brake point that best served your exit and 
you have found a good, safe, fast corner technique with low drama. This is how the pros learn 
a new track and the best never stop pushing for more.  

#6 Use the Whole Road. Make the corner as straight as possible. Both sides. Spec Miata 
curb-jumping mania – never slow down. Turn in from all the way out by the grass, apex 
hanging a wheel off the inside as much as you dare, then release the car, straightening out to 
the very edge, with maybe a tiny bit of cushion for consistency. The less powerful the racer the 
more important this is. Let the feel of your chassis determine how much of those curbs you hit: 
too much will slow you down (or break things), but the inside wheels are lightly loaded at the 
cornering limit and can take a big bite of those curbs. In more powerful cars, the driver must 
apex later and straighter, making more of a drag race out of it, while still using every bit of 
available pavement, if at the traction limit of the tires, which leads directly to #7… 

#7. Drive the shortest possible distance. If you are not at your rubber’s maximum 
traction, don’t drive any further out. Tight and tidy. This is the secret of the best autocrossers, 
too. Example: The OPM Autosport’s spec Miata Randy Pobst last drove could easily do Road 
Atlanta’s turn 12 flat. After a few laps on the normal line against the grass, he thought: “Do I 
need to be way out here?”. Next time he came down the hill in the middle of the road, made 12 
easily and gained three tenths. Every lap. Saved 60 feet of driving. 30 ft over and 30 back.  

#8. Full acceleration to full deceleration as quickly as possible. No lazy lifts allowed! 
Goes double for autocrossers and is one reason left foot braking works for some in the Game of 
Cones. There is tremendous amount of time available to you if you are currently rolling off the 
gas. Go gas to brake instantly.  

#9. Shift well. Shift as fast as possible without hurting your gearbox. Shift less too, because 
shifts cost speed when you stop accelerating for a moment to change gears. Know how to 
match revs on downshifts, or you will never be as quick as you could be – otherwise you will 
have to over-slow to keep from locking wheels when you dump the clutch. This advice is 
obsolete on a C7 -Z06, but just in case you have a C5…..  

#10. Know your elevation. For faster laps, the driver must take advantage of the extra 
cornering power available when the car is going uphill. When the road is gaining altitude, the 
inertia of your racers mass is pushing your tires harder into the road surface. It’s downforce of 
a sort, use it. When a corner goes skyward, carry lots of speed into the corner by turning early 
and using a light trail brake. The hill will catch you; wait for it, wait, wait, wait to go back to 
power because when you finally do you’ll transfer weight off the steering tires and probably 
understeer. So, if you can, trail brake all the way to the apex.  
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Trail Braking: I used this term several times above. See my article coming up in the February 
newsletter. Before we get to the track in February, the PCC racing team should be feeling like 
Mario Andretti out there. 
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Cypher Scientific, the first corporate sponsor of Pacific Coast Corvettes, is excited to announce 
that MedWand, a device we have been working on for almost three years, has been released to 
manufacturing. MedWand is a disruptive medical device that enables a doctor to examine you 
remotely, regardless of where you are, or where the doctor may be. It finally puts “medicine” 
into telemedicine. You can see it in action at www.medwand.com.  

Along with MedWand’s release, Cypher Scientific has embarked on some other new ventures in 
smart home systems and extended warranty offerings. We continue to are expand our sales 
force here in Southern California to grow our core and adjacent business units.  

We also are proud to continue to be involved as part of the Corvette community through our 
sponsorship of Bob Rose’s Z06 in the Wilwood Corvette Challenge series this year and are 
looking forward to expanding that sponsorship into the 2019 SCCA Solo and Pro-Solo Autocross 
series as well. We are also interested in helping support a multi-car Pacific Coast Corvettes 
Racing Team in 2019.  

Cypher Scientific’s mechanical and electrical engineering teams can bring your imagined 
products to life. Medical, home, automotive, robotic, industrial: What can we build for you?  
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Simpson Chevrolet appreciates the affiliation it has with Pacific Coast Corvettes, and is proud to 
be a club sponsor and a participant with PCC and major contributor to PCC’s Scholarship 
Program.  We are pleased to continue our sponsorship for an additional year, through 2019 and 
committed to contribute $1000 to the club’s scholarship fund for a graduating senior from the 
Saddleback Valley Unified School District. 
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And our newest sponsor, Speed Ventures 

 
Speed Ventures will celebrate its 18th anniversary later this year after introducing tens 
of thousands of drivers to the exciting sport of road racing with performance driving 
events at race tracks across California, Nevada, and beyond. What began in 2001 as a 
passion project for Co-Founder and CEO Aaron Bitterman has grown into one of the 
largest recreational motorsports organizations in the country.  
 
“I was obsessed with road racing and I needed more seat time,” said Bitterman, 
explaining how it all began. “I also wanted to create events with a unique feel and a 
relaxed atmosphere where friends could come to share their passion for racing.”  
Speed Ventures quickly caught on as an alternative to national clubs. Customers 
enjoyed the friendly, grassroots style, and they found they got more time on the track. 
Plus, drivers realized they didn’t need to have aspirations of being a professional race 
car driver—or own a race car—to enjoy spending a day at the track honing their driving 
skills.  
 
“I’m still amazed how many people—even people who love cars—have no idea they can 
drive their own car on a race track,” says Bitterman. “Speed Ventures provides 
instruction and creates a low-pressure environment for beginners so they can get their 
feet wet in a calm, controlled atmosphere. And we give experienced drivers the track 
time they need to tune their cars and set up for the next race weekend.” 
 
$30 Off for Pacific Coast Corvettes members!  
PCC members who have never driven with Speed Ventures get $30 off their first 
registration with us. Just enter code PCC2019 when you register online. Use same code 
for $5 off your first autocross, if you prefer. 
See you at the track! 
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Oli Thordarson's Spec Corvette. He's the co‐founder of the series and overall champion in the series' 

inaugural season. 
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Registered in the Corvette Pace Car Registry 
Fully Documented 1 of 57 Corvette Limited Edition Track Cars Used at the 1998 

 Indianapolis 500 1 of 16 With Six-Speed Manual Transmission 
Current Mileage 7,240         Price:   $38,995 

 

“That’s the coolest looking car I’ve ever seen!”, “Awesome!”, “Fantastic!”, “Way cool!”, “Nice car!”.  These are 
just some of the comments the driver of a 1998 Corvette Indy pace car encounters in normal driving.  Of course, 
when you drive a Radar Blue (almost purple) Corvette convertible with in-your-face bright yellow wheels, black 
and yellow interior, and bright yellow, white, red and gold stylized checkered flag graphics extending along both 
sides, the hood and the trunk, you have to expect a few comments.  Amongst the standard, run-of-the mill bland 
cars and SUV’s that populate roads today, the ’98 Indy pace car stands out like a rainbow against a cloudy sky. 
 
For the fourth time since 1978, Corvette was selected to pace the Indianapolis 500 for 1998.  Chevrolet’s 
designers set out to create a car that would get noticed in the parades and pageantry of the Indy 500 festival and 
one that would stand out while being followed by 33 race cars.  As then, Chevrolet general manager John 
Middlebrook said:  “We told the designers we wanted something that would grab people immediately, and they 
didn’t disappoint us.”  Indeed they didn’t. 
 
To celebrate the occasion, Chevrolet produced replicas which were identical to 
the actual Indy pace cars used for the race, except for the strobe lights, fire 
extinguisher, and communication system on the actual pace cars as required 
by race officials.  The actual pace cars had standard, unmodified Corvette 
engines, drive trains and suspensions as did all of the replicas.  The 5.7 liter 
Corvette LS1 engine produced 345 hp and 380 lb.-ft. of torque, an active 
handling system, and a sub-five-second 0-60 performance, plenty power to 

keep the Corvette out front when needed.   
 
Car #138 is NOT a replica.  It came with the 
pedigree of being 1 of the 57 Track cars used during the ’98 Indy 500 and 1 of 
only 16 of those with a six-speed manual transmission, which makes this car 
even more rare.  It bears the highly collectible Track Pass Sticker and the 
#138 assigned and affixed by Indianapolis Motor Speedway to the windshield 
indicating the car is authentic.  Track cars are used by IMS officials, city VIPs 
like the mayor and police chief, media representatives and friends of the IMS 
owners, the George family for the duration of the Festival.  Car #138 was 

assigned to Gavin Bodell in “Production” (media representatives) for the duration of the Indy 500 Festival. This 
beautiful ’98 Corvette Indy car has won 1st Place C-5 at the Huntington Beach Concours.  This car cannot be 
registered in California due to emission requirements.  For more information, contact Mark & Vicki Alter at 949-
922-5697 or gearbiz1@aol.com. 
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1 of 75 
 

Only 4,300  Original Miles 
 

Registered in the Corvette Pace Car Registry 
        
           Every person who buys a Corvette gets more than just a 
fine automobile. They also get a little piece of Corvette history. 
They're all special, each one with its own unique story, each one a 
little piece of the aura and tradition that is approaching its 50th 
year of existence. But then there are Corvettes that are extra 
special-big pieces of history, if you will, such as '53-55s, rare 
options like the '63 Z06 and L88s, veteran Sebring and Daytona 
racers, factory one-offs, and, we submit, Indy Pace Cars. Add the 
Corvette performance legacy to that of the most famous and 
longest-running American car race, the Indianapolis 500, and 
you've got a slightly larger than normal piece of history.  The 
Chevrolet Corvette was selected to pace the Indy 500 for the third 
time in 1995.  Other than mandatory safety features (including a 
specially designed rollbar), the Corvette needed no modifications 
to meet pace car specifications. 
          In 1995 the Indy Pace car was driven by Chevrolet general 
manager Jim Perkins.  It was his third time driving the pace car at 
Indy.  There were 3 Pace Cars in addition to the 75 authentic track 
cars produced, and 527 Indy Pace Car replicas made with the 
exact same options.  The replicas were never used at the track. 
Specifications for this Authentic Track Car: 
 Convertible 
 Dark Purple Metallic over White Two-Tone paint 
 Special Indy Decal Package and Special Indy Emblems 
 5.7L Engine (LT1) 
 4-Speed Automatic Transmission 
 Performance Axle Ratio (3.07:1) 
 9.5" Front and Rear Argent ZR-1 Wheels 
 P275/40ZR17 B/W Tires 
 Coated ZR-1 Rotors 
 Black Interior 
 Black Leather Adjustable Sport Bucket Seats with purple  
Insert and               Indy 
Logo on Headrest 
 Electronic Air Conditioning 
 Delco/Bose Music System with electronically tuned AM/FM 
Stereo Radio, 
 Cassette Tape and CD Player 
 Power Driver & Passenger Seats 
          When Corvette was chosen to pace the Indy 500 in 1995, 
the C4 platform was nearing the end of its run. The biggest, or at 
least most visible, change for '95 was in the front fender "gill" air 
vents. It was still a potent performer, however, and little 
modification was needed to make Corvette Indy-ready. The three 
Vettes that were prepared to actually pace the race had their 

exhausts "opened up," which allowed the 300-horse LT1 to gain a healthy chunk of power and made things a bit 
louder. The stock springs were modified to create a stiffer ride, and also to lower the car an inch. These three Vettes 
also received a rollbar, The winner of the race this year was Jacques Villeneuve, driving the #27, Player’s LTD/Team 
Green, Reynard, Ford Cosworth XB. 
           But the three actual Pace Cars were not the only Corvettes "working" the race. Seventy-five Track Cars were 
delivered to the race directors, where they were at the disposal of those high enough on the dignitary food chain. After 
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the race, The General reclaimed the cars, which were subsequently delivered to Chevrolet dealers for sale to the public. 
The sequence number 128 signifies that it was the twenty-eighth Track Car built, and the Indy Track number identifies 
this car as the one used by Dale Collins of the Chevrolet Suite during the 79th 500. Of the first four Indy Track cars, 
three were used by the George family, owners of the Indianapolis facility, and the other by Mayor Goldschmidt. The car 
saw duty in the numerous parades and festivities that were part of the biggest race of the year.  

 

Mark & Vicki Alter 

CALL: 949 922-5697        Email:   gearbiz1@aol.com 
 
 

   

 
 

Pacific Coast Corvettes Calendar 
	

January,	2019	
1  Tue  2019 Tour d' Orange, at Redhill & Fischer Ave. in Costa Mesa, PCC Coordinator: 

Don Wilder (949‐351‐1995) 

2  Wed  PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

12  Sat  PCC Joint Executive Board meeting , chair Bob Rose 

12  Sat  Kick Tires Breakfast Meeting—8am at Knowlwood's Restaurant, Irvine (5 

Freeway and Sand Canyon Avenue)…no signup, just show up. PCC Coordinator: 

Ken James ken‐jamescalif@att.net    

20   Sun  2nd Annual Deer ParkWinery & Car Museum, PCC Host: David Yeates (951‐212‐

0971)        

19  Sat  11th Annual Jeff's Fun Run, by Pickups Limited of Orange County 

    

26  Sat  "Denim & Diamonds" PCC Awards Banquet PCC Coordinator Dave Hennings (714‐

351‐5352)   

26  Sat  Buttonwillow 
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February,	2019	
2  Sat  San Juan Rotary Car Show, PCC Coordinator Kandra Longo (949‐837‐2204) 

 

6  Wed  PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

16  Sat  Auto Club Speedway PCC‐CE Track event & Wilwood Challenge 

Day #2   

23  Sat  Kick Tires Breakfast Meeting—8am at Knowlwood's Restaurant, Irvine (5 

Freeway and Sand Canyon Avenue)…no signup, just show up. PCC Coordinator: 

Ken James ken‐jamescalif@att.net    

March,	2019	
2‐3  Sat‐Sun  Dana Point Festival of Whales, PCC Coordinator Al Laroche 

 

6  Wed  PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

9‐10  Sat‐Sun  Spring Fling Autocross, by Palm Springs Corvette Club, at Riverside County 

Fairgrounds     PCC Coordinator: Bob Rose (702‐755‐7334)

 Details TBD 

15‐

16 

Sat‐Sun  Chuckwalla Raceway  PCC Cabin Campout Weekend & WilWood Challenge Day 

#3,  PCC Coordinator: Bob Rose (702‐755‐7334)  

 

April,	2019	
3  Wed  PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

6  Sat  Willow Springs Road Course (Big Willow) PCC‐CE Track event & Wilwood 

Challenge Day #4  PCC Coordinator Bob Rose (702‐755‐7334)  

 

May,	2019	
1  Wed  PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

4  Sat  22019 Edelbrock Car Show  in Torrance      

5  Sun  Auto Club Speedway  PCC‐CE Track event & Wilwood Challenge Day #5, PCC 
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Coordinator: Bob Rose (702‐755‐7334)     

19  Sun  42nd Annual Plastic Fantastic Car Show at San Diego, by North County Corvette 

Club, PCC Coordinator: John Iest (949‐770‐2520) , 

 

June,	2019	
5  Wed  PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

8  Sat  Auto Club Speedway  PCC‐CE Track event & Wilwood Challenge Day #6, PCC 

Coordinator: Bob Rose (702‐755‐7334)     

9  Sun  Autocross at Auto Club Speedway on the Big Lot  PCC‐CE AX#2, PCC Coordinator: Bob 

Rose (702‐755‐7334)   

July,	2019	
3  Wed  PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

28  Sun  Buttonwillow  PCC‐CE Track event & Wilwood Challenge Day #7, PCC 

Coordinator: Bob Rose (702‐755‐7334)      

August,	2019	
7  Wed  PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

17  Sat  Autocross at Auto Club Speedway on the Big Lot  PCC‐CE AX#3, 

PCC Coordinator: Bob Rose (702‐755‐7334)   

22‐

31 

Thu‐Sat   6th National Corvette Caravan ‐ Southwest, departs from Rose Bowl 

PCC Details TBD 

28‐

31 

Wed‐Sat  25th Anniversary Celebration of the National Corvette Museum at Bowling 

Green   

September,	2019	
4  Wed  PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

28  Sat  19th Annual Cruisin' For A Cure. at Orange County Fairgrounds PCC Coordinator: 

TBD       

28  Sat  Sonoma Raceway  PCC‐CE Track event & Wilwood Challenge Day #8 , PCC 
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Coordinator: Bob Rose (702‐755‐7334)      

October,	2019	
3  Wed  PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

26  Sat  Streets of Willow  PCC‐CE Track event & Wilwood Challenge Day #9 , PCC 

Coordinator: Bob Rose (702‐755‐7334)       

November,	2019	
6  Wed  PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

23  Sat  Chuckwalla Raceway*  PCC‐CE 2nd Cabin Campout Weekend Track Event & 

WIlwood Challenge Day #10 , PCC Coordinator: Bob Rose (702‐755‐7334)

       

December,	2019 

4  Wed  PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

        

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Comment:  Apologies to the club members, but no flyers for forthcoming events 
are included in this month’s issue of Corvette Waves.  Event flyers are published in 
Adobe Acrobat .pdf format.  The editor does not yet have adequate knowledge or the 
necessary tools to incorporate Adobe Acrobat .pdf documents in Microsoft Word (.doc 
or .docx) which is the format I am familiar with and use to prepare the newsletter each 
month.  For access to the flyers, please refer to the links shown in the calendar section 
on the club’s website (www.pccvettes.org).  

 

 


