
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 President’s Corner by Bob Rose 
 

Robin Williams said “Spring is Nature’s way of saying….LET’S 

PARTY!!!! 

What could possibly 

be better than 

Spring, Parties, and 

Corvettes? (There 

may be something 

a little better, but 

this is a family 

newsletter).  

With so many new 

prospective members showing up at our meetings, 

and many existing members stepping up to plan 

and host events, it looks like Spring and Summer 

2018 are going to be a blast for PCC. Could it be all 

of those business cards we are passing out?  

We have drag races, track days, the Mojave 

Magnum, a baseball outing, two local car shows 

plus Plastic Fantastic, kick the tires, cars & coffee, 

a Funkana, and a 4-day junket to Big Bear, and 

two more fabulous fun-filled club meetings all on 

the calendar between now and the first day of 

summer. Wow. But wait, there’s more! 

 Planning for Cambria is well under way 
 The Awards Banquet committee has been 

busy planning for next year’s bash already.  

 Our new hospitality team of Alpert & Alpert 
is in place and up to speed.  

 The first ever PCC scholarship was 
approved by the membership (unanimously) 
at the last meeting and it looks like Simpson Chevrolet is going to kick in another $1000 
so the award will be raised to $2500, which is going to be very meaningful to someone.  
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 The second round of PCC-CE trophies, 
this time for the rally, were creatively procured 
and configured by Ted Jung who helped 
distribute them to all the winners at this past 
meeting.  

 PCC-CE is working out nicely and we have 
a points race taking shape with Team Kluss in the 
lead at the moment.  
 

I think it’s safe to say that Pacific Coast Corvettes 

is healthy and in fact thriving after 29 years since 

the first 50 members got together (7 are still with 

us). The new blood that has been coming into 

club is adding energy, ideas, and participation 

that will ensure PCC will continue both its 

traditions and its trajectory into the future of C8, 

C9, and beyond. We came for the cars and 

stayed for the people, and I’m proud to be a part 

of it.  

                                                    

 

 

                               PCC April Birthdays    
                              Laura Inghram               4/1 

                              Barb Gildner                  4/2 

                              Henry Lewis                  4/6 

                              Robin Katz                  4/6  

                              Don Thompson              4/9 

                              Gary Eldred                  4/20 

                              Janis Waltman               4/21 

                              Ray Marshall                  4/22 

                              Jodi Bruckel                  4/23 

                              Pat Blank                        4/24 

                              Paula Brunt                  4/27 

                              Harvey Riggs                  4/29 

                              Dave Hennings              4/30 

  

                               April  Anniversaries     
                      Carole Deering & Jim Rufus           4/1 

                      Bruce & Deborah Robinson          4/17 

                       Donna & Steve Walling                 4/22 

  

2018 PCC Officers  
President: Bob Rose  

(702) 755-7334 
Vice-President: David Yeates  

(951)  212-971 
Treasurer: Gary Lane  

(310) 739-3623 
Secretary: Kandra Longo  

(949) 233-1878 
Sergeant at Arms: Henry Lewis  

(949) 812-8959 
Historian: Ted Jung  

(714) 788-9759 
Hospitality Chair: Rick & Marcy Alpert 

(949) 830-2640 
Awards Chair: Dave Hennings 
 (714) 351-5352 

Alyson Rose 
Vicki Kovacs 

 Editor:  Don Wilder  
(949) 351-1995 

 Meetings  
Pacific Coast Corvettes meets the first 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00p.m. We 
meet at Fuddrucker’s Restaurant in Lake 
Forest. The restaurant is located on El Toro 
Rd. The address is: 23621 El Toro Road, the 
phone number is:  (949) 830-7210 

Business Location  
Pacific Coast Corvettes  
23785 El Toro Rd #501  
Lake Forest, CA 92630-4762  
Telephone: (702) 755-7334  

WEB Page:  
http://www.pccvettes.org  
Ted Sickles (949) 716-3376 

Club Store:  
Judy Nunn 
(949) 586-1746  

Affiliation  
National Council of Corvette Clubs, Inc. 
(NCCC)  

Corvette Waves  
Corvette Waves is published monthly, within 
two weeks after each meeting. 
Contributions should be received no later 
than ten day after the monthly meeting. 
They can be given to Don Wilder. Display 
advertising is accepted at the discretion of 
the editor.  Yearly rates are $100  for a 
business card, $150  for a quarter page, and 
$200 for a half page. 
Articles presented in Corvette Waves reflect 
the opinion of the authors, not necessarily 
the views of the editor or Pacific Coast 
Corvettes. Pacific Coast Corvettes and its 
editor seek to publish accurate information 
but do not assume any liability or 
responsibility in the event of claim of loss or 
sdamages resulting from publication. 
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A Word From David Yeates: 
Our Vice President 
It’s been a busy spring so far for PCC. We’re adding events hourly! 

Haha. We are planning to have a variety and number of events to 

please everyone, so your participation in your favorite events is vital 

to our success. 

Thanks so much to all who hosted events this month. They are: 

- Bob Rose for his fantastic Rally event through the highways 

and byways of Orange County. We all had a blast! 

Bob also for organizing the PCC’ group visit to Cars  & Coffee 

again. 

Thanks to our own published author, the famous Dave 

McCue, for inviting us to his book signing, “When Angels 

Wept.” We heard the book is climbing the Best Seller list as we speak. 

to Bob Dickie for his outstanding performance in his CHOC fundraiser performance, 

Footloose Follies.” 

The annual July 4th parade in Lake Forest is in desperate need of a host. We are asking for 

someone to step-up to organize this event. Mark and Vicki Alter have previously hosted this 

event for many years.  Unfortunately, they are unable to host this year and have asked for 

someone to fill in. The club cannot participate in this event without hosts. I have all the 

information necessary for the person who is willing to organize this event. We need to let the 

organizers know if the club is planning to participate. 

     

 

Don’t Forget to Wave! 

David Yeates (Dyeates10@aol.com) 

For the latest calendar events, please visit http:www.pccvettes.org 

 

Correction:  In the March issue, in the club Secretary Kandra’s, General Meeting Minutes, on 

page 20, the date of PCC annual Christmas Party was incorrect.  Mark your calendars for the 

correct date, Saturday, December 1st.  (Kandra had it right.  That darned editor messed up 

somehow.)  
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By John Fische 
 
I was born in Orange, California at St. Joseph’s Hospital on October 29, 
1947.  My family lived in Santa Ana, and when I was three years old we 
moved to La Habra, California.  I attended La Habra High School and 
graduated in 1966.  I then went on to receive my AA Degree from 
Fullerton Junior College and continued my education by attending Cal-
Poly SLO where I graduated in 1973.  I also received my Teaching 
Credential from Cal-Poly SLO in 1975 and started teaching High School 
for the next thirty-seven years.  I retired from teaching in 2013 but have 
enjoyed teaching summer school for the past three years. 
 
My hobbies and interests include home gardening, longboard surfing, paddle boarding, 
mountain biking, wine making and 1860-1890 Living History.  I also am a Buffalo Bill reenactor.  
I have also appeared in several independent Old West films, one episode of CASTLE tv show 
and commercials.  I am also a power boat owner and belong to the Dana West Yacht Club—
best little yacht club on the West Coast.  But my real claim to fame?  I play a really mean game 
of Cards Against Humanity with a shot of Fireball for every correct answer. 
 
My 2002 Quicksilver Metallic Coupe is not my first Corvette.  Back in 1997 I bought a 
customized 1984 C3.  It belonged to Sherry Hands, wife of the owner of West Coast Corvettes, 
Chuck Hands.  I enjoyed it for a while and finally sold it in 2000. 
 

Up until a week or so ago, I was not looking for 
another Corvette, but what I didn’t know was 
that a particular Corvette was looking for me!  On 
my way to my credit union, I noticed a very clean 
2002 Quicksilver Metallic C5 on a dealer’s 
lot…looked pretty good so I thought I would stop 
by on the way back from the credit union.  Well, 
that’s when I was hooked again on a Corvette!  I 
loved the color combination, the mileage was a 
ridiculously low 22, 075 and the price was almost 
right.  Went home, told my girlfriend, Nancy and 
off we went to look at the C5.  She agreed…good 
deal, right car at the right price at the right time!  

I’ve learned its hard to argue about fast cars with a woman who drove her Cobra and Mustangs 
with the Cobra Owners Club for ten years at Willow Springs!  Twenty-four hours later we 
brought the C5 home to Dana Point!   
 
I’m excited to get to know the members of PCC and hear about your Corvettes. 
 
Thank you.       Fish 
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by Bob Savanich 

My story begins in 1967.  While oversees, I began saving my military pay by sending everything 

I earned home,  except for a few bucks for beer and cigarettes.  This amounted to about 

$3,000. I always wanted a ‘67 Camaro 327/350 4 speed. I dreamed about it.  

I came home in 1968 and, of course, there were no more NEW 67’s anywhere to be found.  I 

didn’t like the ’68 Camaro, so feeling depressed, my Dad and I were on our way home from 

Houston to Galveston Texas. Then I spotted her!  A 1968 silver Corvette convertible, 4 speed,, 

black interior, black top, 327 C.I. 350 HP beauty. She was $2,000 more than I saved, but that 

didn’t matter.  We pulled off the freeway and within 24 hours, I owned her.  

I was on leave and had to be in SoCal in a couple of weeks. What better way to blow into El 

Toro Marine Base, than in a freaking, almost new (5000 miles on her) Vette. We were 

inseparable.  The next four years were heavenly.  125,000 miles later, something happened.  In 

a fit of fantasy, I spotted two (2) Corvettes for sale, both convertibles.   A ’62 and a ’63.  For 

some unknown reason, I traded my ’68 for two of them, adding a few bucks to finalize the deal. 

Yeah, I know, what the heck was I thinking?  First thing I noticed, I couldn’t drive both to my 

apartment, so I called a buddy who owned a ’63 split window to help me out. Once home, I 

saw dilemma #2. I only had one parking space. That meant I had to park one on the street. 

Yeah, I know, I was an idiot. Driving both Vettes wasn’t a big deal,  I alternated during the 

week, but on weekends, the ’63 won out.  It was a Fuelie and fast. A 4-speed unlike the 

Powerglide ‘62. Then things began to unravel. The ’62 was broken into. So I sold the ’62 and 

bought some motorcycles……I know, still an idiot.  

Before long I yearned for another car. I looked at Porches, but stumbled upon a new ’74 ½ 

Datsun 260 Z.  Man, I was in love all over again. 4- speed beauty, and only $7,400 vs $15,000 

for a Porsche.  

I began my career in commercial real estate and a sports car didn’t work anymore. So I bought 

the first of my 10 or 11 Mercedes Benz sedans. I’ve lost count over the years.  

During the 43 years since owning my last Corvette, I met and married my incredible wife 

Sandy. She’s responsible for finding our 2013 427 Torch Red, 60th convertible.  She informed 

me that our friends were asking about a party for my 70th birthday this past December. She  

wanted to rent a place, hire a band, and have people come in to celebrate this milestone in my 

life. I looked at her and said, “I don’t want a party”.  Taken aback, she asked, “what do you 

want?”  I simply said, “I want another Corvette before I die”. There was a pause, you know, 

like the one in the movies, then she looked me in the eyes and said, “Well, let’s get you a 

Corvette”.  
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The next couple of months were frustrating. I wanted a very specific Vette. Had to be the right 

color, C6, 427 convertible 60th anniversary car. It had to be silver, or orange, maybe white. It 

had to be a California car, one owner, all books and records, 

non-smoker, the works. It didn’t exist. Sure, there were cars 

in Texas, New Jersey, Michigan and Florida. One in Phoenix 

too. But it had to be exactly like I wanted. I didn’t want to 

settle for less. Growing more frustrated, I had all but given 

up, then Sandy said “ why don’t we go look at this red one I 

found?”  I told her I wasn’t a “red Corvette guy”, but she was 

very persuasive. So we went to West Coast Corvettes in 

Anaheim, just to look.  I almost slipped on my drool. I kept 

my poker face on, hoping the salesman didn’t see the 

obvious. There it was. A Torch Red beauty. Exactly the car I 

wanted, except for the color, but that was growing on me 

fast. A few days later, we test drove the car and I made an 

offer, below the number the salesman could except.  An 

attorney for the trust was responsible for the sale, but the car had been there for a few months 

and the end of the year was fast approaching. My parting words to the salesman were, “if my 

offer doesn’t fly, there’s always the next car.”  Sandy and I walked out, had lunch and that was 

that.  The following Monday, the salesman called back saying the trust had accepted our offer. 

Voila!  I own my fourth Corvette, and Sandy’s first.  

A few weeks later, we enjoyed our first rally on New Year’s Day called the Tour D’ Orange. They 

have a Facebook page,  but they don’t disclose the meeting location until 24+ hours before the 

rally.   I understand that in the past few years, they have met at Bagels and Brew in Aliso Viejo.  

What a blast!  At a designated time, 

they hand out the rally directions and 

you’re off for a 75-80 mile drive.   It’s 

open to all car fanatics and starts 

early so the streets are wide open.  It 

ended at The District in Tustin where 

everyone parked, hung out, had lunch 

and talked cars.  

Then we started to give thought to 

joining a Corvette club, but which 

one?  The next weekend we went to 

our first Cars and Coffee at the San 

Clemente Outlet mall and met some 

folks from a couple of clubs.   After meeting and chatting with Mario, Al, Henry, Gary, Nancy, 

Ray, Patti and Mark we knew we found our home at PCC.  On February 7th we went to our first 

meeting, and were voted in as active members on  April 4th.    
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By Bob Rose 

Willow Springs Race Day, Saturday March 31st

Easter weekend Saturday was Round 4 of the Wilwood Corvette Challenge. The venue was the 

big track at Willow Springs. This was a Speedventures event as usual and this time it featured 

several different embedded challenge races plus some really cool wheel to wheel action.  

In the time trial format, we race in advanced 

run groups (up to 24 cars) under full race 

conditions and awareness. That means open 

passing anywhere on the track as we attempt 

to log the fastest lap times through our 

transponders, but we are not racing for the 

first car to cross the finish line as you do in 

wheel to wheel action. Every lap is an 

opportunity to take the lead regardless of 

where the other guys may be on the track.  

We typically have four, 25-minute sessions 

throughout the day. The first run group of the day is 

used to index the cars so that we can grid by lap 

time in subsequent sessions. The theory is, as the 

cars are released in order of lap times, that we will 

spread out as the session goes on. Sometimes it 

works out, sometimes not so much. There is always 

plenty of action out there and we push HARD 

at this level. I know I talk a lot about how safe 

the novice groups are, and they really are, but 

when you add in a sanctioned and sponsored 

competition and open passing is allowed 

anywhere and anytime on the track, the 

drivers awareness must be race level and we 

transition from just a fun track day to getting 

serious (which makes for an even more fun track day).  

This event saw time trial racing that included the CSF-Bimmer Challenge, our very own 

WilWood Corvette Challenge, the Maxxis S2K Challenge (S2000 Honda’s), plus a Maxxis 

Supermiata 25 lap wheel to wheel race, and the fabulously fast Spec Corvettes (all C5 Z06’s) 
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showing off in a wheel to wheel race as well. 

There were over 140 entrants. I was the only 

PCC member there. Corvettes West didn’t 

show either. Yeah, it was a holiday weekend, 

but that didn’t seem to keep any other people 

away. The fastest cars of the day were far 

and away the fully race prepared BMW’s. 

Eight of them were faster than the fastest 

Corvette. Go figure. Perhaps a ZR-1 will show 

up soon and change all of that.  

For my part, I was leading in the Wilwood Super Modified Class at 

lunchtime after two sessions, with about a 2/10th of a second 

advantage. During Session 2, I turned in my fastest time ever at 

Willow Springs, beating my previous by over 4 seconds, in spite of 

the fact that 9 cars went off the track and one corvette burned 

during this session (C7 Z06 – Ouch: Wrong oil?), prompting more 

laps under yellow than green. I think the new magnetic ride 

software upgrade really made a difference. I gained 10 to 15 mph 

in the big sweeper turns over last time out. By the time Session 4 

started it was almost 90 degrees. I was killing it out there. My car’s 

PDR said I was going even faster than my best lap earlier, when, 

on the back straightaway, for the first time in the two years I have 

been racing this machine, it overheated and went into limp mode. 

S$#*!!! The 

track was 

hot and tires 

were sticky and I had to go in and I got 

passed. Took 3rd for the day. However, I 

think I moved up in the overall rankings. 

Not posted at this writing. Next up is Las 

Vegas Motor Speedway on April 21st, then 

Fontana on May 5th. Come on out and 

have some fun! 
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On March 12th, a trio of good looking PCC Corvettes left Orange County, bound for a baseball 

Spring Training Road Trip to Arizona.  Our fearless leaders, known Cubs fans Sheryl & Harold 

Brunski, led the way in their White Grand Sport Convertible.  Pledging to root for the Cubs, 

Vickie & Gene Insley joined them on this excursion.  Nancy & Ray Marshall also pledged 

allegiance to the Chicago Cubs, but only for this particular week. 

We met for breakfast at 

“Arthurs,”  PCC member Danny 

Katz’ restaurant.  After a 

delicious meal, we were on our 

way.  We all arrived in Chandler 

Arizona without incident and 

settled into our hotel rooms, 

making plans for the next day.  

Ray was proud to see that Chandler had a road after him. 

The next morning, we took a day trip to Carefree, Arizona.  

Carefree is a sweet little town near North Scottsdale.  Its 

motto is “the best small town in Arizona.”  The town boasts the third largest Sundial in the 

Western Hemisphere.   

The street names were too cute for words: Easy Street, Tranquil Trail, 

Happy Hollow Drive, Ho-Hum Rd., Slumber Street, Dream Street & 

Rocking Chair Drive, to name a few.  Vickie Insley became fast friends 

with a giant lizard 

and husband 

Gene, proving he 

still hasn’t grown 

up, enjoyed the 

slide.  We had a fun time and 

relaxing lunch there.   

 

We also took photos in front of a 190 year old cactus.  
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That same evening, we cheered 

on the Cubs as they played the SF 

Giants.  The Brunskis were all 

decked out in their Cubs’ regalia.  

Our esteemed PCC VP David 

Yeates was also at this game 

rooting for the opposition.  

Chicago’s Sloan Field was beautiful 

and it held the largest Spring 

Training crowd ever.  Pre-game, 

there was a room with a bunch of 

well-known retired players, there to sign autographs for charity.  One of them was George 

Foster (who used to be on my NY Mets) and also the infamous Red Sox player Bill Buckner (a 

very nice guy) who helped the Mets win the World Series back in 1986.  Ray & I can attest that 

they had very good ice cream at this stadium. We saw a couple of homers and the Cubs won 

this game.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

David with Giants CEO and Giants owner. 

On Wednesday, we left the hotel bright and early, stopping along the way for breakfast at a 

Cracker Barrel. Our destination was the beautiful town of Sedona, surrounded by the 

breathtakingly scenic red rock formations.  The six of us took a very very, bouncy off-road jeep 

excursion on the “rockiest road” you can ever imagine.  I think they named a flavor of ice 

cream after this so-called “road.”  We laughed so much on this journey. Our guide Stewart was 

very informative and endearing. He was so interested in our cars and our club.  He had to stop 

when Vickie wanted to take a picture of a red rock formation that seemed near & dear to her 

heart.  After this trek, we had some delicious ice cream for lunch.  We didn’t want to eat too 

much because we had 6 pm reservations for dinner at Don & Charlie’s in Scottsdale.  The place 

was packed with Spring Training fans and the food heavenly. 
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Thursday we all attended a day game.  We were so lucky that it wasn’t hot.  The sun played 

peek-a-boo with us.  It was cool when cloudy but a bit warmer whenever the sun peeped out. 

The Diamondbacks came from behind to win this game in the 9th inning.  It sure was fun seeing 

some Spring Training games in such a pretty setting.  The Brunskis have been telling us about it 

for years and we were glad to have the experience.  (Too bad our teams have their training in 

Florida.)  Once again, we were so grateful we joined PCC, where we have met so many people 

who have become good friends to us.  We consider PCC family and thank you Harold & Sheryl 

for inviting us to join you this year.   
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By Don Wilder 

It was a dark and stormy night. . . Oops!  Wrong introduction.  Actually it was a beautiful clear 

Saturday Spring morning this April 7th.  The weatherman had predicted showers in the 

afternoon, but as it turned out, as it often 

does with southern California news 

meteorologists, the forecast of rain are 

usually nothing more than wishful thinking. 

The first PCC Corvette showed up just before 

7:00 a.m. for this month’s the semi-regular 

tire kickfest, Ken James’ Kick the Tires, PCC’s 

ever popular breakfast meeting at Irvine’s 

Knowlwood Restaurant. By the time people were ready to cut short the parking lot socializing 

and curtail the mutual admiration society activity of ogling each other’s cars, 23 Corvettes had 

arrived, and they all the PCC folks, as if following the herd instinct, meandered inside for 

breakfast.   

After the 40 or so people in our group finished 

breakfast, they went back outside for the post-

pancakes pow-wow. Long time PCC member 

Steve Radigan arrived in his (gasp - not a 

Corvette) beautiful ‘’56 Chevy Bel Air restomod,   

one of the nicest ’56 Chevys this writer has ever 

seen. Luckily, Henry Lewis, our club’s Sergeant-

at-Arms, wasn’t there to try to fine Steve for 

not driving one of his two Corvettes to this PCC 

gathering.  The big attention getter seemed to 

be Gary Lane’s new (to him) 2017 Watkins Glen 

Gray Z06/Z07 Corvette as he explained how he had ClearBra installed on it and will have the car 

ceramic coated.  He went on to explain how there’s no intention that his new prize will be a 

garage queen but will be seeing track duty 

soon. 

Ken James, as he does at each Kick the 

Tires gatherings, after breakfast, called the 

crowd together to see if anyone had car 

problem, questions or news.  This month, 

the questions were few. 
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Some folks thought it amusing, this sign, posted  not on a street or a block, but in the back 

corner of the Knowlwood parking lot right behind new PCC 

member’s Bob and Sandy Savanich’s beautiful Torch red C6. 
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We sold our 2000 C5 Corvette in September 2015 after owning it for 14 years.   After that, I 

didn’t expect we’d have any more Corvettes in our life and, anyway, Richie had always 

preferred his Lotus.  I had had two Corvettes before but I had lost my spot in the garage in 

October and my car being a daily driver lived outside under a cover in the elements.  I had a 

1994 and the black C5.  We had such fun but with the Corvettes but I was looking at what Bob 

Rose refers to as a grocery getter and the Corvette wasn’t my first choice for Walmart.  I took 

the money and paid off Richie’s daily driver as he has helped me for the last 32 years buy 

whatever car my heart desired which has been 3 M****** GT’s and 2 Corvettes. 

Most of you haven’t been to our house, but Denis and David Yeates who have will tell you we 

have a lot of trees there. During a bad wind storm on night, one of my previous brand new cars 

with just 30 miles on the odo, not a Corvette, had the top of door and window trim smashed due 

to fallen limb. 

So that being said, I have to admit I’d never put a new Corvette out there at risk under those 

trees, but I was willing to sacrifice another brand new 2017 Mustang GT. I really never 

envisioned having another Corvette like the ones I liked, the Grand Sport and the Z06 which 

were out of the daily driver budget price range; at that point it becomes a toy.  So, working in the 

automobile industry, we were getting about $6k off the price of the Mustangs, and I was looking 

at GT and GT350’s.  So I sent Richie down to test drive them.  I had already owned three 

Mustangs, but in the end, I wanted him to like it even though he wouldn’t be driving it all that 

often, but I did want him to like it, or at least be willing to endure it when he did.  Well…. he 

hated both of them.  He went over to the Simpson Chevrolet dealership and started looking at 

their models 

So, when he got home he said, “No! I don’t like any of the Mustang GT’s, including either one of 

those you asked me to drive.”  And he mentioned Corvettes, to which I replied, “No, they are 

expensive, they have no manual transmission models here in California and I would want a blue 

one.  And, keep in mind this one will be living outside, Dear.  Remember?”   

But here in California, finding one with a manual transmission and in blue really was just not 

happening. Like most wives, I thought that was the end of the Corvette conversation.  After all 

this was to be a daily driver that would be parked outside in our driveway under all those trees.  

But I didn’t realize at the time that he was willing to give one of the three spots in the garage for 

this new car.  Ok.  Well, I guess I might as well see what else is available thru my company.  I 

had the ability to look at every VIN, configuration for new car packages in every state and what 

options the cars came with.   

I found an email message on my computer from a dealer in New Jersey saying they had a 

manual shift Corvette in blue.  But by the time I told Richie and he was able to call them, they 
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had sold it. So he went online and he found exactly what “We” wanted, in Duluth, GA, and they 

would negotiate on the price.  Then he called me and I was like, “Say what?!!   It’s December, 

four days from Christmas and you want to do what??  Buy a car on the east coast, are you 

crazy?” 

So during my company’s Christmas party while it was raining so hard that the giant white 

catering tents were leaking, my husband was speaking to the car dealership and next thing I 

know we are booking him on the midnight flight to Atlanta, GA and he is going to be picked up 

by dealership. 
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So, three red-eye flights later, 

here is Richie with our (“my”) 

new car for the first time.  

Richie picked up the car with 

only a few miles on the odo, 

and had done all the 

paperwork when they sprung 

on him (and mind you this the 

23rd of December) that he has 

to do a 500-mile oil change or 

the warranty would voided. 

Richie drove 409 miles from 

Duluth, GA to a Memphis, TN 

dealership, and was running on pure adrenaline because he had literally no sleep for a couple 

days.  

 When he stopped for gas he sent me this picture, which was the first time I really was able to 

appreciate the fine beauty this car represented. As the picture above showed the blue but this 

picture showed the color a lot more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the oil change, 

Richie drove from 

Memphis to Dallas-Ft. 

Worth in 400 miles of 

pouring rain and wind on 

narrow back roads.            

After he left Dallas-Ft. 

Worth, the car had 

passed the required 

break-in mileaage and 

now he could drive the 

way he dreamed of 

driving when no nagging wife telling him to slow down! 
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Richie’s Christmas Day was absolutely horrible, he had to drive in three day’s time back to Los 

Angeles, so he was forced to drive at high speeds on flat roads all by himself.  He endured truck 

stop food and acquired 

admirers that actually 

followed him into gas station 

just to see the car. Although 

you can appreciate people to 

appreciate your car, there are 

times when you just want to 

get where you are going with 

no interruptions or incidents! 

  

 

Here is a picture of the car dusty and with about 1000 miles on somewhere in the Lone Star 

State. 

       

We figure with the detour thru Memphis the mileage was just a little over 2400 miles when he 

arrived home on Monday the 26th of December. 

The weather was a huge factor as there was snow along I-40 so Richie had take a route 

through southern Texas across New Mexico and then through Arizona which had a mountain 

pass.  Just over the border on Christmas night he put into a Holiday Inn and when he went out 

next morning car was covered in frost.  The car had summer tires on that is when we found how 

it t talks to you (and can scare the hell out of you).  Richie got in the car and it warned him of the 

danger of ice.  Who knew?  So Richie went back into the hotel, had breakfast and waited for it to 

warm up a little.  But as soon as he got on the road, this SUV went flying past him a high rate of 

speed and a few miles down the road he apparently hit a patch of ice and drove the guard rail 

right through center of the car up through engine.   
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Needless to say that image made Richie even more cautious, as having a car with summer tires 

made him more determined to get the car home in one piece.  He came up on the 10 FWY and 

pulled up at home just as it was dark making us both draw a sighs of relief.  I had been tracking 

him throughout this trip making sure that he was staying awake and warning him of the areas 

where the drug smugglers are known to be on the deserted parts of the freeway through Texas, 

New Mexico and Arizona 

When he arrived home and we had this beautiful sports car in front of the house, I was able to 

take it around the block.  But when we went to put it away in the garage and assessed the 

situation, we determined there would need to have a rearrangement of the garage because the 

new Corvette was wider than the other two.  When we started rearranging the cars, the battery, 

a new one at that, in the 1994 Lotus Turbo Esprit failed and the car wouldn’t start. So we figured 

it was angry at having to give up the center spot in the garage.   

And then it rained, Tuesday and Wednesday, and on Thursday the sun came out.  For the first 

time since we brought the car home the stars aligned.  Richie put locking lug nuts on the wheels 

and I was finally able to drive my car that he had put so much effort into bringing in on my 

birthday that day.  It is a birthday gift I will never forget and when we are at the car shows and I 

tell the girls it was a birthday gift it never fails to make me smile that my husband would go 

through so much to bring me the car of my dreams.  However it came with a catch.  Since I like 

to trade up every 4 years +/- as I enjoy the latest gadgets, I was told this one ticked all the 

boxes: it was new, blue and had a brand new transmission and there would not be any 

additional cars unless there’s a lottery win in my future! 
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We came to our first PCC meeting on 3/1/2017 and it has been a blast being part of the Pacific 

Coast Corvettes.  I still fondly remember the first car show where we really didn’t know anyone 

but when we were caught in the rain we really part of the crowd.  When I look at photos like this 

one below, I am so glad I let him change my daily driver to Honda CR-V so I could have a C7 

toy instead! 

 

P.S.  I am glad I choose Blue as it was a standout color in a row of red at the Festival of the 

Whales on March 4th.    
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We at Simpson Chevrolet would like to thank Pacific Coast Corvettes for the sponsorship 

opportunity.  Like the vehicle for which we share a passion, our Automotive Group got its start 

in the 50’s and continues to thrive today.  Customer Service has been a hallmark of our 

business and we extend an invitation to all the PCC members to visit or contact our store and 

see how we can be of any assistance.   

Below is a brief history of the Simpson Automotive Group.   

The Simpson family takes great pride in being family owned and operated since 1951. Three 

generations of Simpsons have paved the way to become the #1 GM Dealer in Orange County. 

Many of our employees have been with the dealership for over 20 years and our loyal 

customers date back to when the doors first opened. 

On March 8, 1951, Mason Si Sidney Simpson, grandfather of David Simpson, started the 

Simpson tradition in the city of South Gate with the General Motors.  When Si passed away in 

1976, the family legacy continued on through his two sons, Pete and Gary Simpson. In 1981 

Pete passed away leaving Gary to continue the tradition. In 1992 Gary added the Oldsmobile 

franchise to the location which became Simpson Buick Oldsmobile. In March 1994, 43 years his 

grandfather started the business, David Simpson purchased the dealership from his father Gary. 

In November 1998, David purchased a second location in Fullerton which gave him the Pontiac 

and GMC franchises. Two years later, Simpson Buick Oldsmobile and Simpson Buick Pontiac 

GMC moved into a brand new facility in Buena Park. David continued the expansion by 

purchasing the Garden Grove Chevrolet dealership in December of 2011, followed by a second 

Chevrolet franchise in Irvine in February of 2016. 

With three GM dealerships in Orange County, we are dedicated to provide our communities with 

the services they need and the attention to detail that we have been known for since 1951. 

Simpson has a new 2017 Corvette 3LZ Watkins Glen Gray Metallic Z06 Coupe in stock, our last 

one.  The MSRP is $104,070.00 and any PCC member can purchase for $89,995 plus fees in the 

month of April. 

Finally, I’d like to remind PCC members that a 15% discount is available to you in our parts 

department.  Just identify yourself as a Pacific Coast Corvette member at the time of purchase. 

General Sales Manager 

Javier Morales 
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Everyone at PCC knows Dave McCue as a long time member and photographer extraordinaire.  

Dave McCue is now a published author.  Dave poured his heart and soul into his first book 

entitled When Angels Wept.  The book is a historical novel about a B-17 pilot and his crew 

during World War II, taking place in war torn England. Working on his book since the mid-

1990s, Dave did extensive research on the war and the aircraft of that era.  

 A few years ago, Dave approached me with the request that I read 

the first draft of his book and tell him my opinion of it.  For years I 

managed a SuperCrown Bookstore and have read many books over 

the years, so Dave thought I had the qualifications for this task.  I 

have to say that I was more than surprised when I started reading 

the book.  Dave could really write!  I was immediately drawn in by 

the characters, who seemed very real to me.  They were not 

cardboard cutouts but real people.  I believed their stories and I had 

to find out what happened to them.  It was obvious that Dave really 

knew his stuff about WWII and the B-17 bombers.  I also have to 

note that for the ladies, the novel also has a poignant love story.  

Dave really impressed me and I was happy to give him my 

feedback.  I still have this manuscript and will ask Dave to sign it for me. 

How did this book come about?  I asked Dave where the idea of this book came from.  He said 

that he had read a lot about the Memphis Belle and was very interested in the stories about this 

iconic bomber.  From there grew the idea of one of the 

Memphis Belle crew members becoming the pilot of his own 

B-17 crew.  Award-winning playwright Toni Press-Coffman 

edited the first version of his manuscript.  After writing the 

book over so many years, with the strong support of his 

wife Gina, Dave wanted to get it published.  He had already 

had it read by a group of his friends, who were very 

encouraging.  That’s where serendipity stepped in.  Dave 

was visiting his brother Phil in Texas, Phil having arranged 

for a ride on a B-17 for Dave’s birthday.  On the flight 
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home, a very nice young lady was sitting next to him on the plane.  She just happened to be 

book publisher Sequoia Di Angelo and she agreed to read his manuscript.  As they say, the rest 

is history. 

Here are some enticing blurbs from the book jacket:  

“When Angels Wept clearly identifies some of the horrors of war, a wonderful read”  

(from retired three star lieutenant general John E. Rhodes) 

 

“With When Angels Wept, David McCue gives us a unique perspective on war’s many horrors 

and a hero unlike any other.  McCue’s meticulously-researched novel tells Rod Hirsch’s story 

and the stories of the ragtag, all too human crew he leads, with insight, compassion, even 

humor.  It’s a great read.” 

(Toni Press-Coffman, an award-winning playwright) 

 

The book launch and signing took place on Sunday March 25th at the Lyon 

Air Museum.  Set up in front of a perfectly restored B-17, it was an ideal 

venue for Dave to introduce his book to the world.  PCC members, friends 

and family made up the one hundred people or so in attendance. John 

Rhodes, a three star retired lieutenant general, who had provided a blurb 

on the book jacket, was also there for the book signing.  Club member 

Harvey Riggs took most of these photos, along with some contributions from Al LaRoche. The 

museum had sixty books for sale and they all promptly sold out.  The book is also available on-

line from Barnes & Noble and from Amazon. (That’s where we got our copy.)  It was wonderful 

to see so many PCC members there in support of Dave.  He is a beloved and well-liked member 

of our club and very deserving of his moment in the sun.   
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Dave gave an introductory speech, thanking everyone for being there and mentioning those 

who helped him along the way.  Although he said he was very nervous, he seemed very relaxed 

and looked like he was walking on air.  He introduced his original editor, Toni Press Coffman, 

who regaled us with a reading from When Angels Wept.  In the reading, we were introduced to 

the men who comprised the crew for pilot Rod Hirsch’s B-17.  The reading highlighted how 

Hirsch met these men and came to choose them for his crew.  It gave us a good idea of Dave’s 

writing style, showcasing his aviation knowledge mixed with a sense of humor as he described 

Rod meeting these men for the first time.   

After all of the books were 

signed, we proceeded to the 

McCue’s clubhouse in Mission 

Viejo for a celebratory dinner 

catered by StoneFire Grill.  About 

sixty five people from the book 

signing gathered for the delicious 

food & desserts and for further 

kudos to our now published 

author David R. McCue.  

To sum it all up, the book launch and signing was a huge success.  It was a strong testament to 

our fellow PCC member Dave McCue’s talent and perseverance to see this project come to 

fruition.  After living with these characters for so many years, Dave is now writing his second 

novel, telling the further story of one of the very interesting characters in his first book.  I 

highly recommend When Angels Wept to all.  If you like to read, give it a try.  You won’t 

regret it.   
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Congratulations Dave! 
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Children’s Hospital of Orange County (CHOC) Follies Fundraiser 

I was dancing at the American Legion in Newport Beach last 

December.  A woman approached me and invited me to 

audition for the “CHOC Follies”.  I have lived in OC for over 

50 years and had never heard of it before.  Since finding out 

about it, several people told me that it is an excellent show.  

It has been produced for the last 21 years and has raised 

millions of dollars to serve children in need. A friend of mine 

had a son that was treated at CHOC when they had 

separated from the military and had no finances or insurance. 

CHOC saved his sight at no cost to the family.  I have heard 

several stories of this kind since. This year “Footloose Follies” raised $700,000.  

The cast for this Broadway style musical comedy consists of amateur volunteers.  The 

talent was phenomenal.  Most or the cast was over 40.  One member was 86 and has 

been in the Follies since the beginning. 

 

 I have no show business experience; the only audition I tried out for previously was for 

the 8th grade choir 60 years ago.  My only acting experience was as the troll in “Three 
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Billy Goats Gruff” in kindergarten.  I completed the Follies audition successfully and was 

accepted as a cast member.  I committed to raise at least $2,000. I was able to raise 

over $3,000. 

This year’s “Footloose Follies” was a toe-tapping, 
laugh-filled celebration that included some of the 
top hits of the 1980’s as well as contemporary 
chart toppers. It was an eclectic mix of “Footloose” 
and “Back to the Future.”  The Orange County city 
of Disturbia is thrown into a tizzy when an 
ordinance is passed that bans the use of cell 
phones in all public places. Unsure how to combat 
the ordinance, a small of group of town renegades 
seek help from Doc Zelda, the town’s eccentric 
scientist/psychic. Zelda transports the group back 
in time to Disturbia circa 1984, a time when a 
similar ordinance was passed that banned 
dancing. Between the two time periods the merry 
band of renegades become heroes as they 
shimmy, shake and text the town of Disturbia into 
Superbia! 

I had 4 roles in this production.  Two were as 
dancers at parties.  Then despite a poor acting audition, I had a speaking role as Prince 
Charles.  I had another role as Batman. 

  

I had a blast.  We got a lot of 
laughs and applause.  Despite 
making several faux pas as a 
first timer, I was invited to come 
back next year. 
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April 7, 2018 
By Kandra Longo, PCC Secretary 

 
Bob Rose, President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Bob kicked off the meeting with 
the comment that Ford, with its name in the blue oval logo, comes out the of the assembly 
plant with the problem already circled.  Being that Richie and I still own a Ford SVT Mustang,  
we had to laugh; we had not heard that one before. 
 
Minutes for last month were tabled and seconded.   
 
Marcy and Rick Albert were voted to serve jointly as the Hospitality Chair. 
 
We had a large number of new and prospective members.   
Cheryl Fuller                  1999 Black Corvette Coupe  
Kevin Hill                       2001 White Convertible 
Jeff Bowman                  2015 Red Coupe   
Michael Epstein                
Dick                                
Don & Pat                     2007 Competition Red  
Susan & John Ridgely     2014 Cyber Gray Metallic Coupe 
John & Nancy Fischle      2002 Quicksilver Metallic 
Margaret Anderson         2017 Black Coupe 
Bob & Sandy Sanovich    2013 Torch Red Convertible 
 
Ted Jung, club Historian, asked the new and prospective members to find him later so he could 
get their pictures for the club roster, and also send him any pictures from club events they may 
have taken. 
 
Attendance at our meetings so far this year has not quite filled our meeting room, but at this 
March meeting, with the new and prospective members,  the room was filled to capacity, with 
at least one couple having to find a seat outside the room.  
 
Of course as far as I am concerned getting a chance to see Gary Lane’s new 2017 Watkins Glen 
Gray Metallic Z06 car and Ed & Judy Baumgarten’s 2017 Watkins Glen Gray Metallic Grand Sport 
have been the highlights of the last two meetings.    
 
Wow, our Corvette club will be 30 years old this year.  And we still have 7 of the original 
members out of the 50 that made up the club. GO PCC!. 
 
Henry Lewis, Sergeant-at-Arms, welcomed three new members voted in by the membership.   
 
The Loops and Ooops Rally held on March 10th was great even if it was in the rain.  However, 
David Yeates’ car is not speaking to him for taking it out in the rain.   
 
Dave McCue discuss his new book, “When Angels Wept”, the signing event at Lyons Air 
Museum, and reception afterwards, and thanked everyone for their support.  Over 100 people 
showed up for the event and 64 books were sold. 
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Vice President David Yeates, made several announcements: Sign-up for the bracket drag was 
very light. If a minimum number of racer sign-ups is not achieved, the event will be cancelled.  
Bob Rose joined in explain the fees, need for helmets, and other details. 
 
David mentioned other events, including the All GM Classic on April 28th., the baseball game 
Angel vs Yankees on April 29th with an opportunity to go to lunch the day of the game, the 
CHOC fundraiser car show at Costco in Laguna Niguel on May 5th, the Big Bear weekend get-
away  
  
Costco May 5th car show $20 donation received an email this had been changed to be $10.00 
 
Hotel for Cambria outing in October - Ray Marshall is the coordinator.  Check with Ray for any 
updates, plans or changes.  Emails have been sent to club members , there were emails sent 
out and more information is on club calendar. 
 
Big Bear June 21-24th, BBQ plans depend on amount of people to sign up.  If less than 30 they 
may plan on going to a restaurant instead of the BBQ.  
  
A volunteer is needed to head up the planning and coordination with the City of Lake Forest for 
the club’s participation in the July 4th volunteer parade. 
 
Award Chair Dave Hennings announced that the Orange County Mining Company has been 
selected for the Awards Banquet location.  The theme will be western – ‘Denim and Diamonds’. 
Dave Hennings, Alyson Rose and Vicki Kovacs are doing the set up. 
 
Loops & Oops 
Bob Rose  announced that 15 teams showed up and 1 or 2 cars were signed up but didn’t 
show; a couple of people do not like to get their car wet. 
 
The Board had decided to get used trophy’s use for awards everyone received a good laugh 
about that.  We had to give Ted Jung a big thank you as it was his idea and we thought it was 
great because it was fun to see the ‘pre-owned ‘ trophys and it saved the club money at the 
same time. 
 
The results of the ‘Loops and Ooops” Rally are: 
 
Time, speed & distance:  Rick and Dave Alpert 
Question’s challenge:   Denis Boulanger 
Scavenger hunt:   Bob Kluss & Tracey Bernstein 
Best Poker hand:   Nancy and Ray Marshall           
     Second best hand: Rick and Dave Alpert 
 
Overall Rally winner   Denis Boulanger and Leslie Gray 
 
Competitors’ Edge 2018 Standings as of April 4th: 

Team Kluss   22 points 
Team Marshall 22 points 
Team Wilder   16 points 
Team archer   16 points 
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New Business 
 
The Scholarship Program for graduating seniors from the Saddleback Valley Unified School 
District high schools was voted on and approved by general membership.  The scholarship is 
directed primarily toward college-bound headed for S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math) majors and those students going to trade schools specializing in general interest in 
automobile industry.  The Office of the Superintendent of SVUSD will assist us locating the best 
candidates the students.  The Scholarship must be approved each year by a vote of the general 
membership, and is not a replacement for other charitable contributions by the club.  It is 
intended that the scholarship will be offered when the club can afford it, is approved by the 
general membership, and will be supplemented by club sponsorships and advertisers.  
 
David Yeates brought up that we need a Christmas dinner committee. 
 
Henry Lewis, Sergeant-at-Arms levied the following fines:  

Tom fined $1 dollar (announcement of reason missed.) 
Sam fined $1 dollar and was given his new name tag which was missing $1 
John Iest $1 for referring to “400 people” vs 400 cars (limit at Plastic Fantastic.)  
Denis for $1 for pointing out the pla 
sque on his trophy had his name spelled misspelled. (Only one   “n” in his name.) 

 
Ted Sickles announced that if anyone is having problems receiving club email, to contact him.  
 
Patti and Mark Smith won the 50/50 prize (again!?) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  
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By Bob Rose 

For any of you that have joined us at the drags in Fontana before, this was not the event you 

were used to. It was in fact a real treat. After the caravan from Starbucks in Corona, six brave 

PCC’ers arrived at the drag strip shortly after 8:00am. It was immediately obvious that this was 

not an average “Bring your street car to the drags” event. The parking lot was full of big rigs 

with professional level trailers, toy haulers, motor homes, and a whole lot of serious racing iron. 

So much so that we wondered if we had the right event. We were in the right place.  

The event sponsor, FZ Racing, allows a “Test and Tune” class for any type of car that wants to 

run, from full blown dragsters to street legal anything (with some limits). Our Corvettes were 

right at home with the 20 or so other “T & T” cars at the event. What made it so nice was that 

unlike the previous events where the wait to run could be as much as two hours (or more), 

they opened two pit lanes for us and we could run all day, albeit in between some pretty cool 

other sanctioned events. There was an embedded event for about twenty ½ scale rails for Jr. 

racing (11-15-year-old drivers with parents manning pits). There were big tire and small tire 

dragsters racing for big money in full elimination events, there was an awesome NHRA rail that 

went the ¼ mile in about 4 seconds, motorcycles, and even a few VW bug dragsters. There 

were also 6 corvettes with their own embedded bracket racing event going on (that was us). By 

the way that 4 second rail was practicing for next weekend’s NHRA shootout at Las Vegas 

Motor Speedway. Over 500 cars expected racing for over $200,000 in prizes. Perhaps another 

reason to join David Yeates and I next weekend in Sin City if you are a fan.  

The top three drivers from the PCC group were…. well you are just going to have to wait for the 

next meeting to find out, but I’ll give you some hints. Joe Gildner, Bob Kluss and Gary Lane all 

declared dial in times of 12.500 seconds. Bob Rose declared a 12.6. Al Krauza had a really good 

practice run and declared 11.625, and Jeff Rakowitz declared 12.76. There is a rumor going 

round that Jeff has done this bracket drag thing professionally at some point. The fact that he 

missed his bracket by 2 1/100ths of a second on his next run may give the rumor some 

credence. Two of our drivers did not turn in enough timing slips to place in the top 3, although 

I’m sure they will next time, which by the way is with the same event sponsor on July 28th.  

This was another really fun day. Hopefully more of you will come out next time. As usual no 

one broke their cars, although Gary Lane is still learning how to drive a stick and we did smell a 

little clutch after one of his runs. If you really want to smell burning clutch, follow me at 5mph 

in the next 4th of July parade. Much more dangerous to both car and driver than drag racing.  

I had packed my car for the weekend and when the drags were over I headed straight for the 

Mojave Magnum, which was awesome as usual. Ray Marshall is going to tell you all about that.  
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 Drag ready Corvettes. A 4+ second dragster   

 ½ scale dragsters for kids Parents as pit crew 

    Mustang wheelie.  

 

 

Burnout 
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 Cool mom pit crew Death wish 

  

 

      Too much money.  
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By Al LaRoche 

This is the 20th year of Corvette Racing being a participant in the 

IMSA SportsCar Championship. So club members Ellis Delameter, 

Mary Lou Lambert, Gene Insley and this writer got together 

Saturday, April 14th, for the IMSA sports car race, part of the 44th 

Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach.  First order of business was an 

early morning, on-track, at speed ride-along in a Toyota Camry 

performance sedan arranged by Mary Lou.  As I sat in the 

passenger seat and made a video of the excursion, the driver 

headed out of pit lane and blasted around the track behind 

several others.  With a little goading from me he dropped the 

hammer and attempted a pass but backed off for safeties sake.  

I would have preferred being the driver but this was a great 2nd 

best.  Thanks Mary Lou! 

Ellis and I toured the GTLM paddock area where all 

the teams were making last minute preparations 

for the day’s race.  Qualifying had been held the 

day before.  The No. 3 and 4 Corvettes qualified 

4th and 5th respectively.  Heading into the race they 

were 6th and 7th in the point standings after the 

season’s first two races at Daytona and Sebring.   

Next up was a walk-thru the historic Trans-Am 

paddock where preparations were being completed 

for their race that day.  It was a pleasant surprise to come across a Camaro in the livery of my 

initial employer out of college, Owens-Corning Fiberglas. 

Next was the Chevy exhibit which included a 2019 ZR-1.  There was much more to see and do 

but our primary focus was the upcoming race so at this juncture, let’s move onto the GTLM 

racing action.  

In the first 2 GTLM races of the year a Ford GT won Daytona and a Porsche 911 RSR won 

Sebring.  At the outset of Saturday’s events, the #3 and #4 Corvettes were 6th and 7th in the 

standings.  On the streets of Long Beach with concrete barriers on all sides it was time for 

Corvette to man up and go for their first win of the season.  How could they possibly lose with a 

PCC cheering section trackside urging them on. 

The Corvette Racing C7.R’s were up against the following competitors: 

 BMW Team RLL driving M8 GTE’s (2) 
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 Ford Chip Ganassi Racing driving Ford GT’s (2) 
 Porsche GT Team driving 911 RSR’s (2) 

Absent was the Ferrari team.  Too bad.  They’ve been very competitive which makes for more 

exciting racing and increases the stakes. 

The Corvettes started in 4th and 

5th behind one of the Ford GTs 

and both Porsches.  The total 

GTLM field had 8 cars.  There 

was also a field of 14 lighting 

quick Daytona Prototypes for a 

total of 22 cars on the grid. 

Gene and I had reserved seats in 

Grandstand 26 for the Saturday’s 

racing.  Perfect place from which 

to watch, and made more so 

during the GTLM race when one 

of the Corvettes had an incident 

coming onto the main straight 

that had a substantial impact on the eventual outcome.   

After a full course 

yellow during which 

almost all the field 

pitted, the first car in 

class out of the pit 

lane was the No. 3 

Corvette, which 

gained two spots on 

the stop. Magnussen 

started fourth and 

moved to third on the 

opening lap. Things 

looked to be going the 

way of the No. 3 

Corvette until it didn’t 

go in gear on the restart (yikes – how’s that possible) dropping the car to the back of the field. 

Watching this unfortunate turn of events occur almost right in front of us I turned to Gene and 

said “Darn!  Looks like he missed a shift”.  The track announcer later indicated that Antonio 

Garcia inadvertently hit the pit lane speed limiter when he tried to accelerate out of Turn 11.  

Seriously? Next day the team website attempted to put the best spin on the final results by 

saying - “Once Garcia got under way, he worked his way back up to fourth in the span of 36 

minutes finishing less than two seconds from a podium position.”    
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But all was not lost.  In the No. 4, Gavin started the race fifth and drove the first 40 minutes 
before handing off to Milner during a full-course caution period. The No. 4 Corvette crew leap-
frogged the No. 66 Ford in the pitlane, and Milner joined third among GTLM cars that stopped 
during the yellow.  Milner went from third to second with 37 minutes left and took the 
lead for good 15 minutes later to win the race.” 

THIS WAS THE 107TH ALL-TIME CLASS VICTORY FOR CORVETTE RACING AND THE 
50TH VICTORY FOR OLIVER GAVIN.  AND THE NO. 4 CORVETTE JUMPED TO #2 IN 
THIS YEARS SERIES POINTS CHAMPIONSHIP.  NICE GOING! 

Those who follow the IMSA series know that there is also an IMSA GTD class that typically 
participates in the same race alongside the GTLMs. But the GTDs did not participate in Long 
Beach. I learned from Ed Hall, Series Manager, Weather SportsCar Championship, that there 
was insufficient room at the Long Beach venue to handle the additional GTD cars either in the 
paddock or on pit lane. Too bad.  There seemed to be plenty of room on the track. 

Below was a personal wish list of desired outcomes prior to heading into the IMSA race on 

Saturday and Indy car race Sunday.  √ marks indicate goal achieved. 

 Enjoy the racing and crowd atmosphere along with fellow PCC members.  √ 
 Bright sunny day with cool sea breezes.  √ 
 Personally do a ride-along around the race circuit at speed.  √ (Arranged courtesy of 

Mary Lou Lambert and Ellis Delameter.  Can’t thank them enough!  It was awesome.) 

 A great view from the stands of the competitors coming out of the last turn and passing 
us as they accelerated down the main straight.  √ 

 View a 2019 ZR1 on display.  √ 

 See historic Trans-Am cars on display and racing on track.  √ 
 Cadillac powered Prototype pole winner.  √ 
 Cadillac powered Prototype overall race winner.  √ 
 GTLM class race winner, Corvette C7.R.  √ 
 Indy car pole won by an American / California driver.  √ 
 Indy car race won by an American / California driver.  √ 

 
Doesn’t get much better than that.  A very satisfying weekend! 
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In the February issue of Corvette Waves, there were a few short quotes by Tadge Juechter, 

current Chief Engineer for GM’s Corvette.  In the March issue an article was offered about 

Harley Earl, the first head of the GM Styling division, the creator of the concept car, and to 

many the “father of the Corvette” as he was instrumental in the development and introduction 

of the Corvette in 1953.  If Harley Earl was known as the father of the Corvette, the GM 

Heritage Center in Sterling Heights, Michigan calls Zora Duntov “godfather of the Corvette.”  

The following article was produced by the GM Heritage Center and is reproduced here with 

thanks. 

Zora Arkus-Duntov 
 
Zora Arkus-Duntov was a brilliant engineer, a daring racecar driver, and the “godfather” of the 
Corvette. He was the first man to hold the title of chief engineer for the Corvette program and 
was responsible for transforming that car from merely an attractive-looking roadster to the 
powerful American sports car it has become.  
 
Zora was born Zachary Arkus on Christmas Day, 1909 in Belgium to parents of Russian-Jewish 
descent. His mother remarried when he was a teenager and Zora added her new husband’s last 
name to his own.  In 1927, the family moved to Berlin where young Zora developed an affinity 
for driving fast-moving vehicles. During this time, he had a job as a streetcar driver and began 
tinkering with motorcycles. At the request of his mother who was concerned for his safety, he 
stopped riding and racing his motorcycle through the streets of Berlin. She suggested that he 
opt for a safer alternative: an automobile. Ironically, Zora’s first car, a Bob, had no front and 
weak rear brakes. 
  
Zora graduated from Berlin’s Charlottenburg Technical University in 1934 with a degree in 
mechanical engineering. He soon began writing and publishing papers including one on the 
benefits of four-wheel drive and steering for racing, a concept that he would champion 
throughout his career.  After graduation, he met Elfi Wolff, a dancer with the famous Folies-
Bergere dance hall in Paris. The two married in 1939 and remained together for more than 55 
years.  
 
At the outset of World War II, Zora and his brother Yura joined the French Air Force as pilots. 
But soon after, France surrendered and the brothers made plans to flee Europe with their 
family. At one point, Zora and Yura hid out from the Nazis in a bordello. The family obtained 
visas and was able to make its way to America by way of Portugal. Settling in New York City, 
Zora and his brother set up the firm of Ardun Mechanical. Originally, the enterprise built 
munitions for the war effort but it became famous for developing the Ardun head, an aluminum 
overhead-valve cylinder head that was used by hot-rodders to increase the power of a Flathead 
Ford V8 engine to 300 horsepower.  
 

In 1950, Zora joined Sydney Allard in Great Britain to do 
developmental work on the 
Allard J2 racecar. Zora  and 
Allard competed with this car at 
the 24 Hours of LeMans in 1952 

and 1953. Zora also competed in the 1954 and 1955 races at LeMans, 
cruising to victory in his engine class driving a 1100cc Porsche 550 RS 
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Spyder.   
 
Zora returned to the United States in 1950 and was working for Fairchild Aviation when he 
attended the 1953 Motorama at New York City’s Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. The star of the show 
that year was the Corvette. Zora was so struck by the beauty of this little car that he wrote a 
letter to Chevrolet chief engineer Ed Cole to compliment him on a job well done and to make a 
few suggestions as to how the future production model could be improved. While Zora was 
taken by the appearance of the roadster, he was somewhat disappointed by what he saw under 
the hood: the under-powered Blue Flame six-cylinder engine. Cole and his second-in-command, 
Maurice Olley, were so impressed with the letter that they extended an employment opportunity 
to Zora. 
He began his career at Chevrolet on May 1, 1953 as an assistant staff engineer. Zora worked on 
many projects during his early days at Chevrolet but always had his eye on the Corvette and 
racing. On December 16, 1953, he wrote a memo to Ed Cole with the subject line of “Thoughts 
Pertaining to Youth, Hot Rodders and Chevrolet” in which he touted the importance of 
advancing the development of the V8 engine and promoting Chevrolet to the ever-growing 
youth market.  
 
Chevrolet management took his ideas seriously and by 1955, Chevy V8s had found themselves 
into the Corvette and into the winner’s circle on the stock car circuit. By pushing for increased 

performance and the installation of the V8 in the Corvette, Zora is 
credited with saving that model from an early demise as sales of the first 
generation of Corvettes (1953-1955) were quite poor. 
 
Pikes Peak Record 
Zora continued testing and developing the performance of the Chevrolet 
V8. In 1955, Zora the engineer set a Pike's Peak hill climb record for the 
stock car class with a 1956 pre-production Chevrolet outfitted with the 
V8, albeit somewhat disguised.  He believed that in order to establish the 
Corvette as a premiere sports car, Chevrolet had to race it. In 1956, Zora 

took Corvettes to Daytona and Sebring. He set the flying mile record at Daytona by cruising 
past 150 mph in a modified V8-powered ‘Vette. Later that year, he was named Corvette 
engineering coordinator. 
  
Corvette engines began to grow in horsepower as the V8 evolved. The 1956 model had three 
engine options: a 265 cid V8 with 210 horsepower; a dual 4-barrel 265 cid V8 with 225 
horsepower; and a special 265 cid V8 engine sporting the famous "Duntov” high-lift camshaft 
that increased horsepower to 240.  
The 1957 Corvette received the 283 cid V8 with optional fuel injection. Zora was instrumental in 
the promotion and development of the Rochester Products fuel injection system that was 

designed and built by fellow engineer John Dolza. With the fuel 
injection option, the Corvette had an output of 283 horsepower, or one 
horsepower per cubic inch of displacement. It was the first production-
based passenger vehicle in the world to achieve this feat.  
 
Building the SS 
In 1957, Zora was promoted to become director of high performance 
vehicles. During the prior year, he boosted his performance credentials 
with the development of the SR-1 and SR-2 Corvettes. His next project, 
the magnesium-bodied Corvette Super Sport (SS), was built with the 

https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/File:195972_pp.jpg
https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/File:002444_ss.jpg
https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/Motorama
https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/1953,_The_Industry%E2%80%99s_First_Production_Sports_Car
https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/Cole,_Edward_N.
https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/Olley,_Maurice
http://www.corvetteactioncenter.com/history/duntov_letter.html
http://www.corvetteactioncenter.com/history/duntov_letter.html
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intention of competing at the 24 Hours of Le Mans. It was tested at that race’s American 
counterpart, the 12 Hours of Sebring. Despite setting a lap record, the Corvette SS was forced 
off the track after only 23 laps due to suspension and other mechanical problems. However, the 
event was eaten up by the press and Chevrolet’s image as a builder of performance cars was 
bolstered. 
  
Despite the AMA (Automobile Manufacturers of America)racing ban agreed to by General 
Motors, Zora always found a way to promote Chevrolet through racing and performance 
exhibitions. In 1960, he engineered and built the CERV I (Chevrolet Engineering Research 
Vehicle), a single-seat, open-wheeled Indy-style racecar that was unveiled to the public at 
Riverside International Raceway in November 1960. This event drew much fanfare and 
exhibitions such as this one became valuable promotional tools for Chevrolet. 
  
The Corvette was completely restyled for the 1963 model year. Again, the car’s performance 
was improved and with the introduction of the famed Z06 special performance equipment 
package, Zora stated that Chevrolet had finally built a Corvette that he would be proud to drive 
alongside the grand sports cars of Europe. The Z06 package consisted of a 327 cid, 360 
horsepower fuel injected V8 with 4 speed manual transmission, a posi-traction rear-end, a 
whopping 36-gallon fuel tank, heavy duty shocks and springs, and power brakes with finned 
drums.  To compete with the Carroll Shelby-built Cobras on the GT-class circuit, Zora took the 
’63 Corvette a step further with the introduction of the Grand Sport. The Corvette Grand Sport 
was a lightweight version of the 1963 model featuring an aluminum block 377 cid V8 engine 
that developed more than 550 horsepower. Unfortunately, production of the Grand Sport was 
halted at five as GM’s management increased their enforcement the AMA racing ban.**  The 
Grand Sports were sold off but Zora again found a way to support his babies in competition 
through private owners despite GM policy. 
  
After the Grand Sport program was shut down, Zora began work on the CERV II. This four-
wheel drive racecar was built on a monocoque chassis and was powered by an aluminum 377 
cid single overhead-cam V8 with a Hilborn injection system. The engine put out 500 horsepower 
and was clocked at more 200 miles per hour. Zora continued to push for bigger and more 
powerful engines for the Corvette. This push led to the L88 engine packages in 1967-1969, the 
aluminum block ZL-1 in 1969, and the ZR-1s of the early 1970s. 
  
On December 1, 1968, Zora was named chief engineer of the Corvette program, a job he had 
been lobbying for as far back as 1955. In this role, he had responsibility for the design and 
development of the Corvette body and chassis. As such, he began looking to the future of the 
Corvette line. A couple of years earlier, he had begun tinkering with the idea of a mid-engined 
Corvette as the replacement for the current year’s model. He believed that the only way to 
progress and compete with new performance makes such as the Ford GT was by building a 
mid-engine Corvette.  
 
XP-882 

Zora pushed his ideas further in 1968, helping Bill Mitchell to develop 
the Astro II as a possible future mid-ship ‘Vette. His next experiment 
was the XP-882 Corvette prototype that debuted at the New York Auto 
Show in 1970. A couple of years later, Zora installed a Wankel Rotary 
engine into the XP-987 GT at the behest of Ed Cole, then GM 
president, and the Two-Rotor Corvette was born as another step along 
the path to a mid-engined Corvette.  

https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/File:DN248-0002_xp882.jpg
https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/CERV_I,_II,_III,_and_IV
https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/1962,_The_Corvette_Sting_Ray
https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/CERV_I,_II,_III,_and_IV
https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/The_Original_King_of_the_Hill
https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/Zora_Makes_A_Pitch_For_His_Job
https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/Mitchell,_William_L.
https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/1970_Chevrolet_XP-882_Corvette_Concept
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In 1973, one of the extra XP-882 chassis was used for the 4-Rotor Corvette. The 4-Rotor 
Corvette was powered by two two-rotor Wankel engines that were mounted just in front of the 
rear axle. When GM finally deemed the rotary engine to cost-prohibitive to produce, this engine 
was removed from the car and a transverse-mounted V8 was installed. It was renamed the 
Aerovette in 1976 and saw some duty on the auto show circuit in the late 1970s. During that 
period, many car magazines speculated that the mid-engined Corvettes GM was exhibiting at 
auto shows were a preview of the redesigned 1980 Corvette. The fact that this never came to 
pass greatly disappointed Zora.  
 
In 1975, Zora retired from General Motors. After his retirement, Zora continued to promote the 
Corvette by appearing at car shows and other speaking engagements. In 1992, he attended the 
celebration of the one-millionth Corvette at the Bowling Green Assembly Plant to great fanfare.  
 
Zora Arkus-Duntov died quietly on April 21, 1996 in a hospital in Grosse Pointe, Michigan. His 
engineering achievements were great and his passing was mourned by many in the enthusiast 
community. With the development of a new generation of powerful Corvettes such as the 2009 
ZR1, Chevrolet has found a way to appropriately honor Zora’s legacy.  

 
Sources  

General Motors Public Relations Department Press Biography: Zora Arkus-Duntov (1973) 
Miscellaneous Papers, Zora Arkus-Duntov Collection at the GM Heritage Center 

"Zora Arkus-Duntov, 86, Who Made Corvette a Classic, Dies," New York Times, 04-24-1996 

Zora Arkus-Duntov: The Legend Behind Corvette by Jerry Burton (2002)  
 

** Editor’s Note: Following the 1955 Le Mans disaster and the 1957 NASCAR Mercury Meteor crashes into the 

grandstands, the Automobile Manufacturers Association placed a ban on factory-supported racing.   As a result, the 

automotive industry essentially disappeared from the National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing. (NASCAR).  The 

ban began to end in 1962 when Henry Ford II announced that the Ford Motor Company would again begin 

participating openly in NASCAR.  

 

The 1955 Le Mans disaster occurred during the 24 Hours of 

Le Mans motor race on 11 June 1955, when a major crash 

caused large fragments of debris to fly into the crowd. Eighty-

three spectators and French driver Pierre Levegh, were killed 

and nearly 180 more sustained injuries in the most catastrophic 

accident in motorsport history. 

 

 

 

  

https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/Corvette_4-Rotor
https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/Aerovette
http://www.bowlinggreenassemblyplant.com/home.htm
https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/Corvette_ZR1_Build
https://history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/Corvette_ZR1_Build
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1955_Le_Mans_disaster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1957_NASCAR_Grand_National_Series#Overview
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Association_for_Stock_Car_Auto_Racing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Ford_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1955_24_Hours_of_Le_Mans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1955_24_Hours_of_Le_Mans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_Levegh
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April, 2018 

4 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

7 Sat Kick Tires Breakfast Meeting—8am at Knowlwood's Restaurant, Irvine (5 

Freeway and Sand Canyon Avenue)…no signup, just show up. PCC Coordinator: 

Ken James ken-jamescalif@att.net    

8 Sun "Corvettes by the Sea" at Huntington Beach, 7-9 am.   

14 Sat PCC-CE Bracket Drags, at Auto Club Speedway, PCC Host: Bob Rose (702-755-

7334)   

13-

14 

Fri-Sun Long Beach Grand Prix   PCC members interested, see Al Laroche 

      

14-

15 

Sat-Sun Mojave Magnum - PCC Coordinator Ray Marshall 949-786-8365 -

   

21-

22 

Sat-Sun Speed Ventures at Las Vegas Motor Speedway 

28 Sat Vette Set Car Show at Ruby's in Redondo Beach  

29 Sun PCC at Angels vs Yankees, in Anaheim Stadium, PCC Coordinator Harold Brunski 

(949-472-8194)  

May, 2018 

2 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

5 Sat Costco Car Show for CHOC, PCC Coordinator: Ellis Delameter (949-310-3255) 

 

12 Sat Kick Tires Breakfast Meeting—8am at Knowlwood's Restaurant, Irvine (5 

Freeway and Sand Canyon Avenue)…no signup, just show up. PCC Coordinator: 

Ken James ken-jamescalif@att.net    

20 Sun Plastic Fantastic XXXXI, at San Diego, PCC Coordinator: John Iest (949-770-2520) 

 

mailto:ken-jamescalif@att.net?subject=Kick%20the%20Tires%20Breakfast
mailto:ken-jamescalif@att.net?subject=Kick%20the%20Tires%20Breakfast
http://pccvettes.org/2018/CorvettesbytheSea.html
mailto:bobhaswings@yahoo.com?subject=PCC CE Event #1
http://pccvettes.org/2018/Event041418.pdf
https://gplb.com/
mailto:rmarsh3772@cox.net?subject=Mojave Magnum
http://pccvettes.org/2018/Event042918.pdf
mailto:2cubfans@att.net?subject=Angels vs. Yankees
http://pccvettes.org/2018/Event050518.pdf
mailto:bigdell66@cox.net?subject=Cosco Car Show
http://www.ncocc.com/PDF Files/2017/41st Plastic Fantastic Entry form r1.pdf
http://www.ncocc.com/home2.html
http://pccvettes.org/2018/Event052018.pdf
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June, 2018 

6 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

9 Sat South OC Cars & Coffee, in San Clemente, PCC Coordinator: Al LaRoche (949-388-

2505) …no signup, just show up.   

16 Sat PCC-CE Event #5:  Funkana  

21-

24 

Thu-Sun PCC Goes to Big Bear Mountain, PCC Host: Harold Brunski  (949-472-

8194)    

July, 2018 

11 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

28 Sat PCC-CE Event #6, Bracket Drags, PCC Host: Bob Rose (702-755-7334)

  

August, 2018 

1 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

11 Sat PCC-CE Event #7:  Low speed match time autocross #2 at Autoclub 

Speedway 

September, 2018 

5 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

8 Sat PCC-CE Event #8: The First Annual PCC Amazing Race Rally 

22 Sat 18th Annual Cruisin' For A Cure. at Orange County Fairgrounds PCC Coordinator: 

Ken James (949-683-6441)     

October, 2018 

3 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

4-7 Thu-Sun PCC Cambria Weekend, PCC Coordinator: Ray & Nancy Marshall (949-786-

8365)   

13 Sat 2nd Annual Deer ParkWinery & Car Museum, PCC Host: David Yeates (951-212-

0971)      

20-

21 

Sat-Sun Speed Ventures at Willow Springs 

 

http://pccvettes.org/2018/Event021018.pdf
mailto:2cubfans@att.net?subject=Big Bear
http://pccvettes.org/2018/Event062118.pdf
http://pccvettes.org/2018/Event062218.pdf
mailto:bobhaswings@yahoo.com?subject=PCC CE Event #1
http://pccvettes.org/2018/Event041418.pdf
http://www.cruisinforacure.com/
mailto: ken-jamescalif@att.net?subject=Cuisin' for a Cure
http://pccvettes.org/2018/Event100418.htm
http://pccvettes.org/2018/Event101318.pdf
mailto:Dyeates10@aol.com?subject=Deer Park
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2018 Cambria Weekend 

Preliminary Schedule 

Thursday, October 4 through Sunday, October 7 

Last update: 04-07-2018 10:00 

Provide corrections, additions, and updates to David Yeates 

Hotel(s) 

 Sea Otter Inn 
o Reservations: 805-927-5888  Pacific Coast Corvettes Group 91953  
o Two night minimum 
o Hospitality Suite  111 
o Check in time: 3:00 pm.  Check out time: 11:00 am 

Activities 

 Thursday 

o Caravan  
 departs OC from Citrus Cafe at 9:00am, 
 Leader:: Ray Marshall  

o Dinner 
 Friday 

o Ice Cream Journey & Lunch  
 Organizer: Ray & Nancy Marshall 
 Meet at ??? departing at ??? 
 Expect to return by ??? 

o Dinner 
 Saturday 

o Wine Run 

o Clydesdale Horse Tour  
 Leader: Vickie Kovacs 
 Meet at ??? departing at ??? 
 Expect to return by ??? 

o Dinner 
 Sunday 

  

  

mailto:dyeates10@aol.com;ted@tedsickles.com?subject=Cambria%20weekend%20Info
mailto:RAY%20MARSHALL%20%3Crmarsh3772@cox.net%3E?subject=Cambria%20weekend%20Thursday%20Caravan
mailto:RAY%20MARSHALL%20%3Crmarsh3772@cox.net%3E?subject=Cambria%20weekendFriday%20Ice%20Cream%20Journey
mailto:vmkovacs@sbcglobal.net?subject=Cambria%20weekend%20Saturday%20Clydsdale%20Horse%20Tour
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