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President’s Corner by Bob Rose
It’s been quite a
month for PCC. We
have added all kinds
of events for the
next
couple
of
months. In fact,
there is something
happening
almost
every
single
weekend for the
next 10 weeks. So, if you’re a car show enthusiast,
racer, foodie, sports fan, or Corvette socialite, PCC
has something for you. It’s so cool to see all of this
participation and enthusiasm to get together and
do things with our cars and our friends.

Inside This Issue
Birthdays & Anniversaries
VP ‘s Report
by David Yeates
A Whale of a Good Time
by Al LaRoche
Reminder –CHOC Follies
Getting to Know New
Members
Track Day at Big Willow
Kick the Tires
Favorite Corvette Picture
by Nancy Marshall
Favorite Corvette Picture
by Kandra Longo
A Word from Our Sponsor
General Meeting Minutes
by Kandra Longo
Racers’ Corner
by Bob Rose
Loop and Ooops Rally
PCC Calendar
Who is Harley Earl
Chuckawalla Speedway
by Bob Rose
Event Flyers

2015

Page 3
Page 3
Page 5
Page 7
Page 8
Page 9
Page 12
Page 16
Page 17

This past month also brought several new
Page 18
prospective members to the club. Perhaps it’s
Page 19
because we have so much to offer for people who
share our passion for Corvettes. We also have
Page 21
experienced some new events over the past few
weeks that brought new dimensions to the
Page 23
activities available to PCC members. The autocross,
Page 33
while we only had 10 cars there, was a big success
Page 36
for everyone who attended. We had way more fun
than anyone expected and hopefully the word got
Page 38
out so that the next autocross will see even more
Page 40
folks turn out. The road rally was just amazing. No
one really knew what to expect and I don’t think
we disappointed anyone. It was a fun, zany, amusing, challenging, and very wet day that
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started with coffee & donuts and ended with BarB-Q and beer. Other than missing the sunshine it
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All of this got me to thinking (while I was sitting
in the rain at checkpoint 3 for the last of 15 rally
teams) about the purpose of PCC and what
makes it so special. The club will be 30 years old
next year. Of the 50 charter members, only 7 are
still on our roster, yet the club is growing and
thriving with new blood and new ideas. Why? I
think the answers are self-evident, but every now
and then it needs to be repeated least we forget
why we are really here. We all say we come for
the cars and stay for the people. The cars give us
a common thread. We all understand why we
love our Corvettes. Regardless of what we do
with them, we each appreciate every single
Corvette we see, and we have a firm starting
place to appreciate the people who want to share
them. So, we join the club, and all of a sudden,
we are surrounded by potential friends with a
common interest. Then we find over time that
those potential friends have become real friends,
some of them for life, even if they sell their car or
move on. PCC is a family with a common thread,
and with very few exceptions, we are always
here for each other. From the most trivial
question, to a check engine light, to a flame-out,
to a battle with cancer, to the loss of a loved
one, we are consistently here for each other.
What could be more special?
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March Birthdays
Debra (Debbie) Rakowitz
John Carmean
Bill Myers
Penelope (Penny Sickles
Denis Boulanger
Don McGee
Gerry Eldred
James (Jim) Carter
Michael (Mike) Jaques
Harold Brunski

March Anniversaries
3/10
3/10
3/11
3/13
3/17
3/18
3/20
3/24
3/26
3/30

John & Susan Ridgely

3/4

Gary & Joanne Walsh

3/13

Ken & Jill James

3/16

John & Janis Waltman

3/18

Bruce & Pat Blank

3/27

Andrew & Kathleen Golden

3/28

A Word From David Yeates:
Our Vice President
Happy Spring to all PCCer’s! It’s time to dust off your cars to get
ready for all the spectacular events happening in the club this spring
and summer, with varied opportunities for all of your corvette
interests.
The calendar is filling up fast so if you would like to host an event,
please let me know so we can check for availability right away, to
confirm quickly, as there is only 52 Saturdays in a year (I think!) If you need help or advice to
plan an event, I’m here to help. (I work fairly cheap.)
Thanks to Bob Rose for organizing PCC’s participation at Cars and Coffee in February in San
Clemente. And, kudos to Bob Rose for the first ever PCC/CE Autocross event held at Fontana’s
Auto Club Speedway February 17th.
Thanks also to Ken James for the “Kick the Tires” on Feb. 24th at Knollwood.
Much appreciation to Al and Mary LaRoche for hosting the wettest Whale Festival in Dana Point
in their history! The event took place March 3rd and 4th.
The Willow Springs event , sponsored by West Coast Racing, was coordinated by Ray Marshall
also on March 3rd and 4th. Thanks Ray!
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Bob Rose really put his heart and soul into our event of the year, (so far), the Loops and Ooops
Rally held on March 10, and yes, it was raining. We owe him a huge thank you for all the fun
and his hard work. So many were involved in helping to make this such a great event, and we’d
like to thank all who helped,, (you know who you are!)

David Yeates (dyeates10@aol.com)
For the latest calendar updates,please visit http:www.pccvettes.org
Don’t Forget to Wave!

Correction: In the February issue, the article about the Super Bowl party at Harpoon Henry’s,
the article mentioned that Harold Brunski put together the pool, and erroneously failed to
mention that the party itself was arranged by Mark and Vicki Alter. Apologies for that oversight,
and thanks for organizing the party.
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By Al LaRoche
The weather is capricious this time of year and Mother Nature decided
to throw a wrinkle into the club’s plans for the two-day Festival of
Whales event at Dana Point Harbor Saturday and Sunday, March 3 &4.
On Friday, AccuWeather’s forecast indicated a 50% chance of scattered
showers Saturday. Knowing this would significantly diminish the
Festival foot traffic and that the venue provided our club little if any
shelter from the rain, word was reluctantly sent to the Festival
organizers that the club would not be on-site Saturday. But hats off to
Gene and Helga Ralph who, figuring themselves to be hardier than the
rest of us, made for a striking, single car Corvette display on Saturday
and drew a lot of attention. Hurrah to them!
Sunday dawned sunny and clear. We met for
breakfast at Carl’s Jr. in San Jua
n Capistrano. Always a great way to start your
day sitting down with a bunch of your Corvette
buddies getting caught up on all the latest news
and club events. We then caravanned to Dana
Point less than 5 miles down the road. During
the short drive the group drew the attention of
other drivers who rolled down their windows at
stop lights and commented on how much they
liked the cars. They asked where we were
headed. Introverts that we are, we all shunned
the unwanted attention (hah) and drove on. As shown in the pictures the Festival organizers
had us stage our cars in close proximity to the Dana Point Marina which made for both a
tremendous back drop and a lot of Festival goer foot traffic.
The PCC “Red Brigade” (Torch Red that is)
was out in force. At least 10 of the cars
displayed were red.
Hats off to prospective new members Bob
and Sandy Savanich and Jeff Bowman for
attending. It was a good time to get to
know all three. I’d like to make a motion
that we award bonus membership points to
Bob and Sandy for having brought chocolate
cookies to share. Yum!
As we were staging the cars there was an
interesting goings-on in the parking lot.
Vicky Kovacs was spotted giving Todd Bonet what looked to be line dancing lessons. Or were
they a) doing a rain dance or b) dodging sea gulls??
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What a fine day it turned out to be to work on
our suntans. Perfect. It also brought out the
largest crowd of Festival goers that we’ve seen in
3 years. The Festival of the Whale organizers
value the club’s participation and have asked us
to be a part of their Saturday kick-off parade in
2019.
Had lunch as a group at Harpoon Henrys
overlooking the Marina. Nice venue, good food,
good service. Just after sitting down we were
pleasantly surprised by a cameo appearance by
Bob and Connie Ensign, club members from Newport Beach. Bob makes a much appreciated
habit of sending emails to the group when he comes across special interest auto related articles
that he knows will catch our attention.
Hats off to Henry Lewis and Ellis Delameter for
staying behind with the cars during lunch to interact
with the Festival crowd. Much appreciated. Mark
and Vicki Alter arrived after lunch with their 1995
Indy Pace Car which immediately added to the luster
of the group and drew a lot of Festival goer
attention. By the end of the day we had a total of
18 cars on display.
One of the more interesting interactions I personally
had was a mother with her teenage son (14?) asking
me to explain to the son what a “pace car” was.
A couple showed up in the parking lot behind us
driving a “brg” Jaguar XK-120. Cool car but when
you approached you found a Corvette engine
under the bonnet and Corvette suspension. He
had to move the firewall back to accommodate
the engine. Seemed like a strange resto-mod.
In addition to our own club members we were
joined
by
visitors
John and Dianne Kern from the Vette Set car club In
Torrance. They had recently flown a private plane
along the coast from Torrance to the Dana Point area
and had seen a pod of six whales.
Special thanks to the following club members who
participated:
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Ellis Delameter, Dave McCue, Henry Lewis, Riche and Kandra Longo, Walt and Vicky Kovacs,
Gene Insley, Sam Riela, Todd Bonet, Bob and Linda Kinsella, Arch Archard, Don McGee, and Al
Krauza.
Someone said there was a John Iest sighting but it must have been an apparition. This writer
never saw him.
Let’s do this again next year!
Al LaRoche

Editor’s note: In the February issue, a notice was posted about PCC
club member Bob Dickie’s participation in a fundraising event, the
Footloose Follies for Children’s Hospital of Orange County (CHOC).
While his picture was included, Bob’s name wasn’t, except a mention of
his name buried deep in the article as part of his website URL. Here is
the pertinent information again.

The URL for Bob’s website is: https://www.choc.org/follies/bob-dickie/
The URL for the Follies website is: https://www.choc.org/follies/
Help Bob with his fundraising commitment. Mark your calendars. Show times are Thursday,
Friday and Saturday, March 29, 30 ad 31at 8:00 p.m., and a Saturday Matinee on the 31st R
2:00 p.m., all at:
Robert B. Moore Theatre
Orange Coast College Campus
2701 Fairview Road
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
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Each month, when we have some new or prospective members, we’ll try to include an short
article submitted by those new folks telling the club a little bit about themselves so the we can
get to know them better.
Jeff Bowman is one of the prospective members who submitted an article this month.
It all started in Ohio, Oct.1946. Fast forward to 1965, I joined
the Air Force and remained on active duty for 5 1/2 years with
tours in Vietnam, Japan, Korea, and other wonderful locations.
After leaving the Air Force I moved to California. I worked for
the Air Force and the Navy as a civilian employee for over 30
years before retiring in 2005.
I graduated from The University of Redlands in 1987.
I met my wife Sharon in 1983 and we have been married for
almost 33 years. We have two sons, a daughter, and seven
grandchildren.
The first Corvette I bought
was a 1984 coupe that I kept
for six years before selling. When the C7 was released I
knew I had to have one. I bought the car, a red 2015
Stingray 2LT with a black interior, from MacMulkin Chevrolet
in Nashua, NH and had it delivered to Rotolo Chevy in
Fontana. What a car and fun to drive.

I like Corvettes, Baseball, NASCAR, Indy Car, and Red Bull Air Races.

,

,

,

, and

.
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Pictures by Bob Rose
On the weekend of March
4th-5th, West Coast Racing
held a Track Day event at
Willow Springs Raceway.
Several of the PCC usual
suspects made the trek up to
Rosamond, CA to enjoy a
couple days on the track with
their Corvettes.

Rain, rain, go away, PCC boys want to play.
Come again some other day,
but not today, cause it’s a race day.
Saturday turned out to be a rainy day.

So the crew regrouped in
the cantina, and practiced
the art of racing in the rain.
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The rain let up on Saturday
afternoon and the PCC
racers were able to get in
two sessions before day’s
end.

Maybe someone can ask Joe Gildner
at the next general meeting what this
part is he’s holding, and where he got
it. Sunday was a beautiful rain-free
day and the PCC crew was ready to
roll.

Looking down the paddock area
and the long straight heading into
turn #1.

Here’s a layout of ‘Big Willow’ for those who have not
been there before.

Corvette Waves

P a g e | 11
March 2018
____________________________________________________________________________
And what would any kind of PCC track
event or other outing would it be without
Patty Smith’s delicious bakery delicacies.
This is a race driver’s lunch.

If you have to drive a Ford, it at least should be this
one, a GT.

Nice. It’s a Lola.

Lola’s backside.
(Don’t get caught
staring.)

A few screen shots from Bob’s Performance Data Recorder (PDR), Corvette’s much improved
version of the GoPro.
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By Don Wilder
On a cool, clear Saturday morning, February 24th to be exact, a good percentage of the overall
PCC membership, a few prospective members and guests met for PCC’ s almost regular Kick the
Tires breakfast meeting at Knowlwood restaurant in Irvine. There were 24 or 25 Corvettes
there, so one might estimate the number of people joining in for breakfast to be about 40. Ken
James, with his cheerful hospitality was there as usual to host this informal and friendly event.
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It’s not hard to identify one of the sincere race enthusiasts in our club.

Several style-conscious people felt the need to dress to match their rides, be it orange, gray or
red.
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Here is one of our favorite Corvette pictures. Dave McCue took this beautiful picture of our cars
at the 2014 Plastic Fantastic event. We took both of our cars, so that PCC would once again
win the "Club That Brought the Most Cars" award. I guess we didn't really have to worry about
not having enough cars from our club! Dave took this picture after almost everyone had
already headed for home. Maybe this year we can get a photo of both of our yellow Vettes.
Nancy Marshall
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The reason this is one of my favorite pictures is my husband tracked this car down on eBay
motors on December 22, 2016, called the dealer in Duluth, GA to put a deposit down on his
American Express card to secure it’s availability because it was blue and had a 7-spd manual
trans which were my requirements.
Richie took three redeye flights starting at midnight that night from LAX-LAS-HOU-ATL, landing
at 10 am and this was the moment he first saw the car, which had zero miles and drove it back
over Christmas in the pouring rain and surprise 500 mile oil change in Memphis all for my 57th
birthday. So the fact Richie would do all of this for me makes this one of my favorite pictures
and out of our three Corvettes this is our first brand new one!
Kandra Longo
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Thanks to Ted Jung’s initiative and perseverance, Simpson Chevrolet in Irvine has agreed to be
a sponsor of Pacific Coast Corvettes. In future newsletters, we’ll be seeing something from
Simpson’s representative each month. Simpson is now offering PCC members a 15% discount
in their parts department. Their service department will have a current copy of the PCC club
roster. At the time of purchase, identify yourself as a member of the Pacific Coast Corvette club
and the discount will apply.
And, of course, you can always build your new Corvette on-line and have it delivered to
Simpson for your convenient pick up. Just for grins, if you’ve never done it before, try building
your dream Corvette at http://www.chevrolet.com/build-your-own-chevrolet.
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General Meeting Minutes
March 7, 2018
by Secretary Kandra Longo
Bob Rose, President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and started off with a stellar joke
submitted by Vicky Kovacs regarding processes and procedures of cooking versus driving skills. Bob’s
delivery of the joke was perfect and we all had a good laugh. He then called on each of the Board
members to make their reports.
Awards Chairperson: Dave Hennings was elected Award Chairperson. He announced that the
award banquet planning was underway and that Vicky Kovacs and Alyson Rose would be helping with
the planning of this event.
Hospitality Chairman: Cliff Harris acknowledged the March birthdays and anniversaries, welcomed
the returning guests, and noted new and prospective members. Make sure you
go up and say “Hi” to our newest prospective members Greg Glick, Bob & Sandy
Savanich, Susan & John Ridgely, Jeff Bowman, and John Fischle.
And of course, the club voted in and we welcome Sam Riela, our
newest PCC Club member.
Editor: Don Wilder, spoke next acknowledging members who contributed to the
February newsletter - Ellis Delamater for his Corvette Lust article, President Bob
Rose and VP David Yeates for their officers’ reports, Bob Dickie’s CHOC
fundraiser Follies event, Gina McCue article on Dave McCue’s book signing event at the Lyons
Museum, My Favorite Corvette Picture articles by Peter and Susan Dolbee, and Gene Insley,
Kandra Longo and Don Wilder worked on the PCC Goes Autocross article, and Bob Rose contributed
an article to Racer’s Corner. and then there were the first Car show of the season and articles of
our cars and what was our favorite pictures about them.
Historian: Ted Jung spoke of attending the Board Meeting and the one of the decisions that was
being researched was the bringing in a sponsor and advertisers. He picked up a $500 check from
Simpson Chevrolet so going forward we will see more information to help fund both those
processes once the general membership has time to vote on the process going forward. Please
send all pictures to Ted Jung and he will reallocate to the Don Wilder.
Club Store: Judy Nunn spoke of an amazing blanket that will be auctioned off in May with a C7
logo on it. She has new hats and can have anything you want to bring in embroidered.
SGT at Arms: Henry Lewis spoke of the requirements which are located on the website under
membership in order to become a full-fledged member of the Pacific Coast Corvette Club so anyone
that is reading this and would like to become a member there is a membership processing fee of
$10 and an application that must be turned into Henry Lewis our SGT at Arms.
Treasurer: Gary Lane was up next and went over the club treasury report. Information is
available thru Gary for those who wish to review it.
Vice President: David Yeates spoke about the Autocross at Fontana and thanked Bob Rose for his
work in setting it up and participating for a great day at the track. Dave then acknowledged the
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200th Kick the Tires that Ken James has hosted on Saturday mornings at Knowlwood’s ,
mentioned the Festival of the Whales car show where PCC had 18 cars on display.
David went on to mention upcoming PCC events:
Willow Springs Racing and the Loops and Ooops Rally early in March coordinated by Bob
Rose
Coffee and Donuts for super cars every month on Second Sunday in Huntington Beach.
Some Speed Ventures track over the next couple of months. (Check the PCC Club calendar).
The All GM Beach Classic for the Vette Set car Show in Redondo Beach on April 28th
Angels vs Yankees baseball game on April 29th sold out should be a good time
Car show for Costco is Saturday, May 12th this year
Plastic Fantastic is Sunday, May 20th
Booking Signing for Dave McCue is on Sunday, March 25th at Lyon Air Museum 1pm – 3 pm
Big Bear Event June 21st-June 24th
Hot August Nights in Reno.
And finally, the Christmas Party venue will be switching to the Sun and Sail Club in Lake
Forest on December 5th . Upcoming information will be decided by the club so if you
are inspired to host we will opening up the event for a host in the upcoming meetings.
SGT at Arms: Henry Lewis came back up to levy fines for failure to wear name tags, vehicles
other than Corvettes being driven to the PCC club meeting, several other miscellaneous fined, and
instituted a new fine for leaving before the end of the meeting. He was able assess fair amount of
fines as many people had all kinds of fineable actions.
Bob Rose had Denis Boulanger come up to distributed some remaining gifts for the 2017 board
members and then announced that Ray and Nancy Marshall were members of the year. They
hosted more events than any other member.
Patti Smith won the $153 in the 50/50 raffle.
The meeting was adjourned around 9:00.
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By Bob Rose
A very short time ago when gas was less than $1 per gallon and I had not yet succumbed to
Furniture Disease (that’s when your Chest falls into your Drawers), I did some pretty serious
road rallying. I had a blue 1972 Mini Cooper 1275 (very modified and even had a roll cage) that
had the Union Jack painted on the entire roof before anyone had even thought of Austin
Powers.
From this:
to this.

My racing partner at the time and I ran this car in SCCA sanctioned regional and national events
all over the eastern US. We ran seat of the pants (no equipment) and could run a 2 day, multihundred-mile event with dozens of checkpoints and stay within one minute of total time
deviation with just a calculator and a couple of stop watches. It took countless rallies and many
years for us to get that good, and one little screw up on a single leg can ruin an entire day or
weekend of otherwise precision driving. Many of you who ran the rally this month can
appreciate that.
When I set out to lay out the Loops and Oops Rally, I wanted to include some Time-SpeedDistance (TSD) aspects for you all to experience as an introduction to the format. Fairly simple,
straightforward stuff but with enough of a challenge thrown in to make it a good way away
from easy, including a whole mess of concurrent distractions (questions, scavenger etc.). Plus,
it rained. Perfect.
I absolutely did not expect what actually happened: We had 15 teams running three TSD legs
over the first half of the rally. That’s 45 possible leg scores. 10 leg times were turned in that
were under 15 seconds off perfect and allowing for the lack of precision timing equipment (laser
tripped elapse timers at the check point instead of atomic wall clocks), two teams still managed
to turn in what you can only call perfect scores. Team Marshall managed with a one second
variance and team Alpert id it with 2 seconds each across a 12:54 leg with three different speed
changes. It could not have been just dumb luck. I would have bet real money that no one was
going to turn in a perfect leg time, let alone two of you, not to mention 7 different teams acting
like they may have done this before by coming into checkpoints within 15 seconds of perfect.
Next time I’m not going to make it so easy.
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By the way, if anyone liked the TSD aspect of the rally enough to subject yourself to it again,
there is an active SCCA rally club in northern LA county that puts on a rally the first Friday night
of every night, plus a couple of majors on Saturdays during the year. I’ll investigate them a little
deeper and let you know what I find. Perhaps a few of us can descend on them sometime in
the near future. Road Rallies are much more popular on the East Coast than here in SoCal, but
we do have some activity.
Next up for PCC-CE activities are the bracket drags on Saturday April 14th at ACS, and then an
event for everyone: The PCC Funkhana (that is the correct spelling) on Saturday June 16th. Your
intrepid and somewhat devious Funkhana planners are Ted Sickles, Mark Alter and myself and
we are planning all kinds of hilarious fun in a big parking lot somewhere nearby. Does anyone
have a teeter-totter big enough for a Corvette that we can borrow?  Hehehehe.
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By Don Wilder
Some car clubs do TSD (Time, Speed and Distance) Rallys. Some to Gimick Rallys. Still other
clubs may do Poker Runs or Scavenger Hunts. But Pacific Cowst Corvettes did it all-in-one, all
in the same rally. On a rainy Saturday morning, fifteen teams, some of whom are loathe to take
their Corvettes out of the garage if the weatherperson even suggests the threat or hint of rain,
took their prides and joys out into the weather to enjoy the multi-phased challenge put together
by Bob Rose. Considering the number of Z06s and C7 Grand Sports in our club, with their
super-wide, ultra-performance, ‘summer only’ tires, on streets that haven’t been cleansed with
any significant rain in months, the challenge for many was more than tricky instructions,
average speed calculations with several mid-leg average speed changes, not-so-obvious
scavenger hunt items to find, tricky questions to answer, and history lessons to be learned all
along the way.

The fun began when some of the rallyists were
trying to
attach
their car
numbers
to
their
wet cars
in
the
drizzle.

There was a eagerness in the air in that most everyone showed up well before the driver’s
meeting was to start. The group assembled in Rancho Santa Margarita with the drivers’
meeting in the lobby of the building where Bob Rose has his business. Alyson Rose brought an
ample supply of coffee and donuts for the group. There was quite a bit of socializing before the
meeting.
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Bob passed out rally route instructions and other
information rallyists woud need for for the
morning’s activities.
Fifteen driver/navigator
teams listened intently and thumbed through
their packets of information.
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Rain didn’t seem to dampen spirits at all as they as the lined up to embark on the first leg,
everyone seem to be wearing a big smile.
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While waiting in
line to depart,
most
navigators
were busy flipping
through pages of
instructions,
reviewing
the
route turns to
come, questions to
be
answered,
noting
treasure
hunt items to be
found, and just generally doing their best to be ready for the
tasks ahead. Some navigators seemed to be a bit more experience than others in being
organized for the rally.
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Rallymaster Bob handed out the first poker card, and sent the cars off, one a time at oneminute intervals, onto the first part of the rally which was a 10.0-mile odometer calibration leg.
At the end of this odo check leg, the teams were to figure their odometer correction factor (if
any), were immediately given a second poker card and dispatched on their second start by Bob
Rose’s business partner, Scott Coleman. Course directions led the cars breifly into the Rancho
Cielo gated community (where Bob and Alyson live) past the guard shack where each team was
required to give the guard, Samantha, the secret phrase (“Corvettes rule, Mustangs drool”) to
get their third poker card.

Alyson Rose and son worked Checkpoint #1, a raindampened wide spot on the road at the beginning of
Trabuco Canyon Road. Here teams were given a timing
sheet, poker card #4, and some Fun Facts.

Checkpoint #2, also another muddy, wide spot on the road, set up at the entrance to Modjeska
Canyon, was ‘manned’ (not really the correct word) by Marianne Wilder and grandaughter
Emmerson.
Note that that black hoodie, which she put on when it got cooler
and
the
mist
becamc a drizzle,
hides
a
longsleeved
teeshirt
emblazoned with a
large C3 Corvette
emblem on the
back which she

bought with her own money.)
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At checkpoint #2, rallyists were timed in, turned in their time slips from checkpoint #1, and
received poker card #5, and some more Fun Facts, all of which were intersting tidbits of
information about the history of southern Californa and Orange County in particular. This was a
commencement of an untimed leg, a chance to relax a bit for driver and navigator both.

Checkpoint #3 was in Silverado Canyon and was manned by Bob Rose. Here was the beginning
of another timed leg where rallyists got poker card #6 and some more Fun Facts. Drivers and
navigators had to keep a sharp eye out for answers to questions and things to find for the
treasure hunt to be found along the way. Here are a few of such items.
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After touring the beautiful canyons of
Orange County, the rally instructions
took the teams south to Ladera Ranch
and let them get more than their fill of
trafic circles (or roundabouts, rotaries,
circular intersections, or whatever they’re
called where you come from) before
leading them to the final destination at
Lucielle’s BBQ restaurant in Lake Forest.
As the crowd dribbled in, the noise level
raised and the socializing began, drivers
and navigators sharing their fresh
experiences of PCC’s first rally in a long
while.

Rallymaster Bob made it to Luceille’s ahead of the
teams and found a seat near the only power outlet in
the room, conveniently near the door, where he could
pass out poker card #7, plug in his notebook
computer, post the leg times and average speeds,
enter other data like poker hands, treasure hunt items
found, questions answered, and figure out the results.

And while Bob
was figuring
out who the
winners were,
the socializing
and
camaradiere
began.
The
noise level in
the room increased steadily as people talked about their morning, how they did on the rally,
what they got right (or not), funny encounters along the way, and just genteally sharing the
good time they shared.
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At the end of the day, every one seemed to
have had a good time. While there were a
few off course excursions and driver/navigator
miscalculations, instruction compliance or
misunderstanding issues, there were no
reports of accidents (notwithstanding the
weather and slick roads), citations, flat tires,
mechanical problems, or filings for divorce
between husband and wife teams.
The results will be announced and trophys
awared at the regular monthly meeting in
April.
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March 2018
25
Sun
2931

Thu-Sat

Dave McCue's Book signing, 1-3 pm, at Lyon Air Museum in Costa Mesa
Footloose Follies, a fundraiser show for Children’s Hospital of Orange County,(in
which Bob Dickie is performing) at the Robert B. Moore Theatre, Orange Coast
College Campus, 2701 Fairview Road, Costa Mesa, CA 92626. Show times are
March 29, 30 and 31, Thurs, Fri and Sat at 8:00 pm, and Sat March 31 at 2:00
pm.

314/1

Sat-Sun

April, 2018
4
Wed

Speed Ventures at Willow Springs

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest

7

Sat

Kick Tires Breakfast Meeting—8am at Knowlwood Restaurant, Irvine (5 Freeway
and Sand Canyon Avenue)…no signup, just show up. PCC Coordinator: Ken
James ken-jamescalif@att.net

8

Sun

"Corvettes by the Sea" at Huntington Beach, 7-9 am.

14

Sat

PCC-CE Bracket Drags, at Auto Club Speedway, PCC Host: Bob Rose (702-7557334)

1415

Sat-Sun

Mojave Magnum - PCC Coordinator Ray Marshall 949-786-8365 -

2122

Sat-Sun

Speed Ventures at Las Vegas Motor Speedway

28

Sat

Vette Set Car Show at Ruby's in Redondo Beach

29

Sun

PCC at Angels vs Yankees, in Anaheim Stadium, PCC Coordinator Harold Brunski
(949-472-8194)

May, 2018
2
Wed

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest

12

Costco Car Show Details to follow

Sat
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20

Sun

Plastic Fantastic XXXXI, at San Diego,

June, 2018
6
Wed

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest

9

South OC Cars & Coffee, in San Clemente, PCC Coordinator: Al LaRoche (949-388-

Sat

2505) …no signup, just show up.
16

Sat

PCC-CE Event #5: Funkana

2124

Thu-Sun

PCC Goes to Big Bear Mountain, PCC Host: Harold Brunski (949-4728194)

July, 2018
11
Wed

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest

28

PCC-CE Event #6, Bracket Drags, PCC Host: Bob Rose (702-755-7334)

Sat

August, 2018
1
Wed
11

Sat

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest

PCC-CE Event #7: Low speed match time autocross #2 at Autoclub
Speedway

September, 2018
5
Wed
PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest
8

Sat

PCC-CE Event #8: The First Annual PCC Amazing Race Rally

22

Sat

18th Annual Cruisin' For A Cure. at Orange County Fairgrounds PCC Coordinator:
Ken James (949-683-6441)

October, 2018
3
Wed

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest

4-7

Thu-Sun

PCC Cambria Weekend, PCC Coordinator: Ray & Nancy Marshall (949-786-8365)

13

Sat

2nd Annual Deer ParkWinery & Car Museum, PCC Host: David Yeates (951-2120971)
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20Sat-Sun
Speed Ventures at Willow Springs
21
November, 2018
3
Sat
7

Wed

PCC-CE Event #9: Low speed match time autocross #3 at Autoclub
Speedway
PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest

December, 2018
1
Sat

PCC Christmas Party, at Sun & Sail Club in Lake Forest, PCC Host:TBD

5

Wed

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest

8-9

Sat-Sun

Speed Ventures at Willow Springs
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If you love Corvettes, you probably ought to know a little bit about Harley J Earl,
considered by some to be the father of the Corvette. The following is loosely
adapted from Wikipedia for your reading enjoyment.
Harley J. Earl (November 22, 1893 – April 10, 1969) was an American automotive designer
and business executive. He was the initial designated head of design at General Motors later
becoming vice president, the first top executive ever appointed from the design organization of
a major corporation in American history. He was an industrial designer and a pioneer of modern
transportation design.
A coachbuilder by trade, which he learned as a youth in his father’s coachbuilding business, Earl
pioneered the use of freeform sketching and hand sculpted clay models as automotive design
techniques. In 1938, he invented the "concept car," a prototype automobile that stretched the
boundaries of engineering and imagination which he subsequently used as both a tool for the
design process and a clever marketing device.
Prior to the establishment of the Art and Color Section of General Motors and Earl being
appointed as its head in 1927, American automobile manufacturers did not assign any great
importance to the appearance of automobile bodies. Volume manufacturers built bodies
designed by engineers, guided only by functionality and cost. Many luxury-car manufacturers,
including GM, did not make bodies at all, opting instead to ship chassis assemblies to a
coachbuilder of the buyer's choice.
Harley Earl and then-GM President Alfred P. Sloan implemented "Dynamic
(essentially synonymous with planned obsolescence), and the "annual model
model identity to a specific year, to further position design as a driver for
product success. These ideas are largely taken for granted today, but were
time.

Obsolescence"
change", tying
the company's
unusual at the

In 1939, the Styling Division, under Earl's instruction,
styled and built the Buick Y-Job, the motor industry's first
concept car. While many one-off custom automobiles had
been made before, the Y-job was the first car built by a
mass manufacturer for the sole purpose of determining the
public's reaction to new design ideas. After being shown to
the public, the Y-job became Earl's daily driver.

Influenced by the English and European sports cars
being raced on road racing circuits after World War
II, Earl decided that General Motors needed to
make a sports car. Design work on "Project Opel"
began as a secret project. He first offered the
project to Chevrolet general manager Ed Cole. Cole
accepted the project without hesitation, and the car
was offered to the public in 1953 as the Chevrolet
Corvette.
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A few of Harley Earl’s other concept car ideas:
The General Motors Futurliner, also designed by Earl,
weighed about 30,000 pounds. GM built 12 Futurliners to
carry animated exhibits across the United States for a GM
road show called Parade of Progress during the 1940s and
'50s. A Futurliner recently sold at auction for $4 million.

.
This 1951 GM LeSabre XP-8 and other
concept cars weren't mass produced.
They were used as marketing tools to
generate buzz and boost sales.

Earl's "rolling rocket" Firebird I XP-21 turned heads in
1953.

Earl's 1954 Buick Wildcat II fiberglass concept
car was a chrome-lovers dream. It featured a
unique chrome-plated front-end suspension. Its
fenders were lined with chrome panels.

Earl's 1959 Cadillac Cyclone XP-74 included a
radar-based anti-collision system tucked inside
its cone-shaped "Dagmar" headlights.
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By Bob Rose

On Friday March 17, I left the OC for Desert Center, Ca, which is about an hour past Palm
Springs on the I-10 less than 50 miles from the Arizona border. The nearest gas station or
restaurant to Desert Center is 20 miles to the west at Chiriaco Summit, or 40 miles to the east
in Blyth. It’s three hours from Orange County if you’re lucky. So why would anyone want to go
there except perhaps to see the General George
Patton
Memorial
Museum at
Chiriaco
Summit on
the way?

The answer is simple: Chuckwalla Valley Raceway (CVR). It seems that about 8 years ago,
someone decided to pursue a dream and build a world class racetrack right out in the middle of
absolutely nowhere. And what a track it is. It’s unlike any other track you are likely to ever see.
2.68 miles of perfectly maintained, flawless
asphalt, roll type edge curbs at the apexes, 17
technical turns and 5 short straightaways. There
are some cool elevation changes and a unique
feature called “the bowl” which is a tight, 270degree banked turn. The course is designed to be
run in either direction, but we went clockwise on
Saturday. This is a Corvette track if ever there
was one, with lots of opportunities to introduce
the bottom of the gas pedal to the floorboards.
There are no K-Rails except at the paddock and if
you go off just about anywhere, the worst thing
that could likely happen is a big dust cloud and a dirty car. It’s very challenging and at the same
time really forgiving.
I stayed in one of the beautiful, new, fully equipped
cabins on the racetrack property Friday night. Pretty
much your only choice unless you camp, since the
nearest hotel is 50 miles away. There was a lot of big
iron at this event. The track is 3 hours from our area,
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as well as San Diego, Vegas and Phoenix, so it
attracts a lot of serious racers with some very
serious rigs. This was a Speed Ventures event
and also featured the Wilwood Corvette
Challenge. I did really well in the first two
sessions, securing a third in the Super-Modified
class before I managed to break my car.

Those of you who worry about damaging your
car on the track should probably not read this
next part, except that this could have
happened just as easily on the freeway I
suppose. Somewhere between turn 3 & 4 at
about 110mph I ran over something that
slammed into the rear of my left front wheel
and sheared off the back of the main mounting
bolt for the brake caliper. I was really
fortunate. The rest of the bolt worked its way out of the left side of the caliper and was just
touching the wheel when I pulled into the pits. The only extra damage was some caliper paint.
It could have obliterated the wheel and most of the left front brake assembly had it departed
the caliper at speed. I was able to use some wire to secure the caliper well enough to get me
safely home. It turns out the part is on national backorder from GM. Hmmm.
This shot from my PDR shows turn #13 at
Chuckwalla Valley Speedway. It is part of
the track known as the bowl, a steeply
banked and tight 180° right turn that when
taken at speed give the feeling that you’re
driving in a bowl.

Chuckwalla is not a place you would want to run
your car during the summer, but in spring and fall
it is just delightful, particularly if you know what to
expect and prepare appropriately. I see a PCC
Chuckwalla racing weekend in our future that will
include
cabins,
fire
pits,
and
roasted
marshmallows.
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