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President’s Report By Denis Boulanger
Our monthly
meetings are
always full of
laughs. Between
our “aggressive”
Sergeant of Arms
and our “forgetful”
Hospitality
Chairman, you are
guaranteed a fun time. Dinner and a show,
what more can you ask for?
There were fewer PCC events in June but it
normally slows a little in the summer. Also, we
did not have a Big Bear trip this year.
Hopefully, someone can suggest an overnight
PCC trip for spring/summer for next year to
match our fall Cambria trip.
July and August have only a few PCC events
for us to enjoy our cars together. Please
consider running an event. If you have a
hobby, chances are others in the club like to
do the same thing. Also, others in the club are
always willing to help when someone is trying
to manage an event for the first time. I’ve
suggested pokers games, golf tournaments,
etc. See me before our meetings and I’d be
happy to mention your ideas for and event to
see if there is interest.
Summer is here. Enjoy your cars and stay safe.
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2017 PCC Officers
President: Denis Boulanger
508-326-6495
Vice-President: Ray Marshall
949-786-8365
Treasurer: Joe Gildner
949-218-7725
Secretary: Carol Gates
949-702-9372
Sergeant at Arms: Henry Lewis
949-459-1398
Historian: Dave Hennings
714-970-0704
Hospitality Chair: John Iest
949-770-2520
Awards Chair: Gene & Vickie Insley
949-636-0816
Gary & Jan Lane
714-960-3204
Editor: Nancy Marshall
949-786-8365

Meetings
Pacific Coast Corvettes meets
the first Wednesday of each
month at 7:00p.m. We meet at
Fuddrucker’s Restaurant in Lake
Forest. The restaurant is located
on El Toro Rd. The address is:
23621 El Toro Road, the phone
number is: 949 830-7210

Business Location
Pacific Coast Corvettes
23785 El Toro Rd #501
Lake Forest, CA 92630-4762
Telephone: 714 272-2544

WEB Page:

Omissions from last month:
6/27 Marianne Phillips Birthday
6/14 Happy Anniversary (belated) to
Don Wilder & Marianne Phillips

July Birthdays
Vicky Kovacs
Bob Kluss
Gary Uchino
Mary Lou Lambert
Gene Insley
Sam Riela
Diane Carter
Ron Pavek
Kathy Archard
Walt Kovacs
Jim Whiteaker
Judy Baumgarten
Steve Walling
Sheryl Brunski
Vickie Insley
Dan Fost

7/1
7/3
7/5
7/5
7/6
7/10
7/15
7/17
7/18
7/20
7/21
7/24
7/24
7/26
7/26
7/28

http://www.pccvettes.org
Ted Sickles 949-716-3376

Club Store:
Judy Nunn—949 586-1746

Affiliation
National Council of Corvette
Clubs, Inc. (NCCC)
Corvette Waves

July Anniversaries
Todd Bonet & Joycelyn Lim

7/1

Corvette Waves is published monthly,
within two weeks after each meeting.
Contributions should be received no later
than ten day after the monthly meeting.
They can be given to Nancy Marshall.
Display advertising is accepted at the
discretion of the editor. Yearly rates are
$50 for a business card, $75 for a
quarter page, and $100 for a half page.

Rick & Marcey Alpert

7/6

Dave & Kathy Archard

7/11

Steve & Nancy Radigan

7/13

Nancy & Ron French

7/16

Bob & Connie Ensign

7/18

Articles presented in Corvette Waves
reflect the opinion of the authors, not
necessarily the views of the editor or
Pacific Coast Corvettes. Pacific Coast
Corvettes and its editor seek to publish
accurate information but do not assume
responsibility in the event of claim of loss
or damages resulting from publication.

Jeff & Debbie Rakowitz

7/22

Mark & Pattie Smith

7/23

Eugene & Helga Ralph

7/26
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A Word From Ray Marshall:
Our Vice President

June, the month of weddings, has passed us by. Some
of the folks that celebrated their anniversaries in June
attended PCC events to celebrate.
New prospective member Gene Horner introduced his
wife Kathy McKay to the fine cuisine we have at Alfresco
Food Court Friday.
Gary Lane and Bob Rose celebrated their anniversary month by going racing at Fontana
Speedway. I know they went racing to celebrate but for some reason their wives never
got into any of the pictures.
We did celebrate the anniversary/birthday of our country by decorating our cars as
gaudily as we could and then parading them around town.

Future Events:

August Events:
 PCC Visits Marconi Automotive Museum – Sunday August 6th PCC Hosts:
Ray and Nancy Marshall 949-786-8365
 PCC Goes to the Horse Races in Del Mar – Saturday August 12th PCC
Coordinator: Harold Brunski 949-472-8194
 Automotive Driving Museum – Saturday August 12th, PCC Coordinator:
Henry Lewis 949-812-8959
 Searching for Positive role Models – Sunday - August 20th PCC
Coordinator: Ellis Delameter 949-310-3255
September Events:
 17th Annual Cruisin’ For A Cure at Orange County Fair Grounds –
Saturday September 23rd - PCC Host: Ken James 949-683-6441
October Events:
 Cambria – Thursday October 5th – October 8th (Fun, Fun, Fun)
 Deer Park Winery and Car Museum in Escondido – Saturday October 14th
- PCC Host: David Yeates 951-212-0971

Remember: PCC Christmas Party Saturday December 2nd – Kandra Longo
volunteered to host.
That’s enough for now, let’s be careful out there. Ray Marshall (rmarsh3772@cox.net)
For the most current information on the events, see the flyers in this newsletter and
visit the PCC calendar at: http://www.pccvettes.org/
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Cruisn’@ The Coast Car Show
By Kandra Longo

Luck was on our side: we came in and were parked next to Gary Lane and Ed
Baumgarten and their beautiful 1966 Corvettes.

To be honest, I wasn’t sure what to expect with this show. I figured it must be a small
show when I saw the sign-up sheet at our last meeting and it only had three PCC cars
down for the event, down about 37 cars from Plastic Fantastic. I was hoping to see
some friendly faces as I realized we most likely were going to be sandwiched in
between a zillion Mustangs that may or may not be friendly, given the rivalry that these
cars have had over the years. The club that won most participation was from
Huntington Beach & only had eleven cars at this show.
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However, there were quite a few car clubs, we had a great time, weather was perfect
and I came home with a trophy and a good sunburn!
OC Mustang Club contained all the Corvettes to one row and hooray: they parked us
next to Gary & Ed. Richie pointed out the PCC logos on Gary’s car next to us; I was
relieved & even happier to see Gary. I had not seen his 1966 Corvette before. What a
great color! Ed had a really great black car that glistened like ink in the sunlight and
they both gave us some great tips for detailing our car. Duke, you were right, I think
black wax may be in order.
Our three cars actually had a great spot in the center of the show, as there were two
other Corvettes across from us but only five Corvettes total. As I walked among all
these high performance cars, I realized how super spoiled I have been for the last
fifteen years. I have had the best of both worlds, always with a manual trans though!
(Yeah – I hear Cate saying “Automatic!”) I will have to say we had the best row with
the great classic Vettes!
I had the distinction of being the only C7 with the newer body style. Thus, my car
generated a lot of interest. Sadly it was because of the Admiral Blue paint which many
people commented on! With Ed and Gary’s classic cars, our row was very popular and
drew many spectators despite the numerous high performance Mustangs in the rows
behind us.
Here’s American Favorite Ride: Is it not?

I had the honor of sitting in this beautiful 1966 Corvette, that I believe is called Mosport
Green. What a great car! Gary knew the owner and he was he was most intrigued by
my Grand Sport, so we traded the experience of checking out each other’s cars. I have
to say the steering wheel was a lot larger than I realized and the radio was awesome
for its day! And he was fascinated by the cockpit feel of the newer cars.
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Lightning McQueen Replica

There were some great old cars there…. & then there was the SERIOUS
competition…..& I imagine they were SUPER surprised

when my C7 came home with the one of the Trophies for ONE OF THE
“TOP 5 MUSCLE CARS”

AND YOU CAN BET I DID THE “SAVE THE WAVE” ALL THE WAY UP THERE TO
THE OC MUSTANG PODIUM!
SADLY I HAVE TO SAY THAT THERE WERE NO PICTURES ON OC MUSTANG’S
WEBSITE
OF GARY or ED’S CLASSIC CARS or MY TROPHY WINNING 2017 GRAND
SPORT CORVETTE COUPE !
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*The following article was published in Automobile Magazine & submitted by Gene Insley*

My iPhone dinged early on a Sunday morning. An old friend, John, sent me a photo of a
Porsche 356 and 911 GT3 RS, a Lamborghini Veneno, and a BMW 3.0 CSL race car —
all gathered together. But John hadn’t actually spotted the cars. His photograph
featured a selection of Hot Wheels from the local store. I quickly told my son to grab
his coat and hop in the car. We needed to go buy some toy cars.
Like many elementary school-aged kids, my son loves video games. He’s passionate
about the usual iPhone/iPad apps — Minecraft, Crossy Road, etc. But he also is majorly
into car-related video games, particularly Gran Turismo. The Sony PlayStation game
offers an impressive selection of 1,226 cars and 100 tracks. How can a car geek kid not
love it?
Yet, he is also totally into toy cars. He’d often rather organize and line up his vast
collection on the carpet and run the small cars down tracks with jumps instead of reach
for his iPad. I asked him one day why he loved the miniature automobiles so much.
“You can touch and feel them, Dad,” he said. “I can lay them out and put them on
display on a shelf in my room. The wheels move, and I love the detail — the numbers,
the wheel designs, the colors, etc.” Smart kid.
When I was his age, I had the same enthusiasm. My best friend, Matt, lived next door.
We’d get together nearly every day and play with our die-cast cars. We loved telling
people we owned a Lamborghini or a Porsche, even though it was just the toy version.
My father used to take me regularly to the local grocery store, Meijer, and I’d pick out a
car. They cost roughly a dollar about 30 years ago — the same price today. When I
became a teenager, I totally forgot about the small-car world. Then my son entered the
world, and the fascination reignited. Frankly, I’m not sure who loves them more.
I’m not alone in my adult affection for toy cars. I recently gathered with a group of old
friends at the local Polish hall for the 12 Hours of Sebring race. We all decided to bring
along some of our favorite toy cars. My son joined, which was huge fun for him. As we
watched real race cars battle it out around the vintage airfield in Florida, we passed
around and talked about the toy versions.
Upon arriving home, I pulled up eBay on my laptop. I’d had a few drinks and started
clicking the “Buy it Now” button on some fabulous vintage Matchbox cars. I paid too
much for quite a few, but they brought back memories of my youth. Being able to play
with the cars with my son more than makes up for the alcohol-fueled extravagance of
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the online purchases. We regularly play a game where my son grabs a selection of the
toy cars and tells me to close my eyes. He sets a car in my hands, and I try to guess
what make and model it is based upon touch. It’s a wonderful way to feel the detail on
the cars. It’s amazing how many we both get correct.
The overall experience of toy cars is a wonderful reminder of the importance of
spending time with cars in the real world and not just via a television or video games.
Watching a motor race like the 24 Hours of Le Mans or Goodwood Revival on TV or
computer stream is wonderful, but it doesn’t approach the brilliance of being there in
person. Sure, you can usually follow the on-track action closer with the leader board
regularly displayed and the commentators keeping you up to speed, but these events
are about more than just the competition on the circuit. You can’t smell the racing fuel
burn or experience the lovely aroma of hot tires and brakes on television.
There is also far more to automobile racing than just the racing. Take the parking lot at
Goodwood last year. It took me nearly an hour to enter the gate to the actual event
due to the insane number of amazing cars lined up outside the circuit. But it wasn’t a
car show I was checking out; it was simply the attendees’ wonderful automobiles.
It’s all about enjoying your passion in a wide variety of ways and passing down that
passion to the next generation. I’ll still play Gran Turismo w ith my son and his friends
as it’s a wonderful game. I’m not against video games. I’m against kids living solely in a
virtual world. It’s far too easy to get sucked in to technology and forget the importance
of actual experiences in the real world. So, now that you’ve come to the end of my
column, put down your computer or tablet and run down to a local car show or race
track. Better yet, take the next generation with you.
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Track day at Fontana with PCCers and Speedventures. Track results for the day were
mixed. We had some of the usual suspects and some of the new guys too, which is
really cool because Gary Lane and I have been the lone track warriors with occasional
appearances from some of the other usual suspects here and there. Unfortunately, not
all of the cars lasted the day this time.
Bob (new guy Bob) lost his clutch pedal and also corded a tire on the first run group,
but made it back in and probably home OK too. Don Wilder, on the other hand, did
not fare so well. At some point on the back straightaway during a morning run group,
his 2016 Z51 (with only 10K miles on it) resembled a horizontally deployed Saturn 5
booster with about 15 feet of flames pushing it down the track. This was due to the
unfortunate departure of a piston or rod through his engine block and the ensuing
instant oil fire that usually causes. Fortunately, Don was just fine, and the car had only
minor fire damage, but it will require a new engine. Don will be actively keeping us up
to date on his adventures with the Chevrolet warranty people.

Gary Lane had fun, as evidenced by the smoke coming off of his brakes at the
completion of the last run group of the day. It’s amazing how much these cars can
take (usually).
For my part I had a great day. Running on brand new Pilot Sport Cups and taking a
more aggressive speed through the high banked turns, I took 4 seconds off my best lap
time at Fontana, going around in 1:54.7. Four more seconds to go. Getting below
1:50 will usually put you in the top 10 for the day. 1:45 and you sit on the top.
But the best part of the day was Ed Best. Ed used my car for his first track experience
ever. For the first two run groups, it was lower speed no passing follow-me stuff, with
progressively faster laps. Pretty lame unless you had never done it before, then it can
be quite exciting. I rode with Ed and taught him a bit about the car and showed him
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the lines, but he was being a little cautious not knowing the true capabilities of a C7
Z06. So, I figured Ed needed to take some hot laps at speed and he rode along with
me during my next open passing run group for some trips around in the 1:56 range (a
passenger will shave a second or two off the lap time). That woke him up! Next time
out, Ed was allowed to pass by point-by on the straights and started to really get the
feel of the car. He got it up to 136 on the front straight and carried the speed pretty
well through the turns too. Every lap got better and by the time his group took the
checkered flag he was starting to look like there might be a competition driver in there
somewhere. Ed texted me on his way home saying that his Corvette now felt a lot like
a Prius. Don’t be surprised if Ed shows up with a racing machine sometime soon. I
think we hooked him  The grin on your face after a successful day at the track is
pretty hard to wipe off.
Even in spite of the mechanical issues, I think everyone had fun and will definitely come
back. Won’t you join us? Let’s see if we can get a group together for the next
Speedventures event at Fontana on August 20th.
Catch me if you can……..
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Hi again. I just wanted to drop a quick update on our track day this past Sunday (July
9) at Fontana Autoclub Speedway.
Everyone wimped out except Ted Jung and myself because it was going to be too hot.
Well, it was beautiful in the morning and got a little toasty by afternoon but we had a
blast as usual. Last time out Ted was a beginner. This time he was graduated to the
next level. I rode shotgun with him. The first run group out he did OK, but was still a bit
tenuous with the car. Then we took a break and I ran my group, (which I won later on
for fastest lap time for the first time ever) then it was back in Ted’s car. Well, he still
won’t tell me what he did but Ted apparently found a bottle of secret race car driver
sauce and drank it while I was out on the track. Second time out he was like a different
driver, getting a little controlled drift now and then on the sharp turns, finding the floor
with the bottom of his gas pedal, and dropping into turn one and the high bank 10 to
15 mph faster than he had done an hour ago. It was impressive.
What it really was of course was the inevitable result of seat time, coupled with the
presence and guidance of a great instructor . Just kidding (a little) on that last part,
but believe me, instruction helps a lot. Even the world’s best golfers have swing
coaches. Same with drivers. Then it’s seat time, seat time, seat time. So, come on guys,
grab some seat time and come out with us. Next track day is going to be at Fontana on
Sunday, August 20th. I e-mailed everyone a $50 off coupon a couple of weeks ago. You
can rent a garage for about $30 for the day, so bring a fan and some ice and it’s like
being at home. Go to www.speedventures.com and come on out and catch me if you
can!
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First, thank you to Gina & Dave McCue who arranged the Maloof Museum & Garden
Tour to Rancho Cucamonga.
Mona & Margaret met for the first time at the
start of the tour. Thanks to Mona for taking
a chance and allowing Margaret to be her
navigator in her 2001 Red Convertible. Mona
is a TX Tiger. Margaret is a Jersey Girl doing
her first outing with PCC. She is the proud
owner of a 2017 Stingray Black on Black.
Mona even volunteered Margaret’s name to
write up this event. Again, thank you Mona.
It was an easy no hassle drive on the Orange
Freeway. All the traffic was kind and
considerate. Our beautiful Corvettes got
smiles and waves from the other drivers.
Everyone loves our American Sports Car. We
are lucky to own at least one.

Margaret, Mona & Connie

All trip members were treated to a wonderful
surprise in seeing Sam Maloof’s hand-crafted
home in a California lemon grove. When the
I-210 (Foothill Freeway) was constructed, the
house was moved three miles to its present
location. It is on the National Register of
Historic Places.
Sam & Alfreda were part of a community of
the famous Arts & Crafts Movement that
emerged in the LA area after World War II.
If you are a Greene & Greene fan, you will
definitely enjoy visiting the Maloof Museum.
Sam & Alfreda Maloof
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The docent tour was informative and interactive. Our docent was very knowledgeable
and very friendly. We asked questions as we toured the home that featured handmade
redwood doors and windows, carved door handles in the shape of flying fish and
exposed Douglas fir rafters. Everyone was fascinated by the use of wood in the
architecture of the home. Uniquely styled furniture was made especially for each room.
The kitchen cabinets were made with recycled wood pallets before “recycling” was in
vogue.

Sam Maloof is a Mac Arthur Foundation “Genius” recipient. He was a self-taught
woodworker who designed and produced furniture infused with his distinctive artistic
vision. His rocking chairs, tables and cradles are in the collections of many museums
including the Smithsonian and Metropolitan.
We had a delicious Panera Lunch Box picnic in the shaded garden area. The grounds
are beautifully landscaped and filled with interesting sculptures.
While driving, Mona and Margaret discussed and solved all the issues of the world.
Best of all for me, I made a New Best Friend. Corvette drivers are special just like their
cars.
P.S. I think all of our fellow tour members were extremely pleased with his cultural
hidden adventure. Try to visit it on your own.
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Thanks Gina!
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4 of July Parade
By Jim Coticchia

Once again the Alters did a fine job of hosting the 4th of July Parade. We all met at
Fuddruckers at 8 am. It was a misty fog morning that we all knew would burn off.
Vicki selected the lineup and placed the twelve cars in that order. Their “98” Radar Blue
Indy Track Car is now equipped with strobe lights. We then drove to our staging area
on Ridge Route near Toledo Rd. Then the decorating began.

Pattie Smith once again had a lot of flower decorations and flower streamers. Their ZO6
looked good. Not sure how Mark saw over the decorations. I had the top down so
Carol put in the two American Flags in the openings. The Kinsella’s Red “95” Coupe
was decorated in Red White and Blue.
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Gene and Vickie’s Night Race Blue Vette appeared to change colors as they applied
tasteful decorations. Ray and Nancy could be seen decorating their Yellow Vette. They
came prepared with plenty of tape, stars and other 4th of July decorations. Richie was
seen sitting in the street as he applied R-W-B bows to the front grille of Kandra’s
Admiral Blue Vette.

Bob and Alyson had their Crystal Red ZO6 Coupe ready for the parade.
Sam and Estella Riela spent a lot of time decorating their “98” Red Coupe. They also
had the help of their 4 yr old grandson Jackson who was dressed head to toe in Red
White and Blue.
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David Yeates brought Christine with him. She helped him decorate his new 2017 Black
Rose Convertible. The sun just gleamed off this beautiful car.

As we were done with decorating our cars, we took out our chairs and sat in the shade.
We then watched Duke over the next hour and a half decorate his car. He slowly used
stars flags and other decorations. He kept trying to get someone to help him wipe the
Bee Haze off his car. I didn’t see any takers helping him. When he was done his orange
coupe looked very good.

Todd Bonet was with us to take pictures. He ran ahead of our cars. As we progressed
through the parade, he stopped at various points. We can’t wait to see his pictures.
We had only one negative. Gina McCue was ill so Dave was solo.
Gina: get well soon !!!!
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Once again, the parade had a large amount of spectators, lots of waving hands. We
were #82 of 92 parade entrants.

The parade ended about 12:15 pm. We all removed our decorations and headed to
Lucille’s Smokehouse BBQ. Waiting there to join us was Cliff, Ellis & Mary Lou,
Harvey & Cate and Joycelyn. We left Lucille’s about 2:30pm. A long day in the sun
topped off with lunch with friends……a great day!

Thanks again to Mark and Vicki Alter.
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Cutest Couple Contest : Cast Your Vote
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New to your C7? Thinking of a little high performance driving in your C7? It’s great,
adrenaline-pumping, make-you-feel-young-again (or at least make you forget for a
while again how old you really are) fun. If you ever feel the need for speed or to test
your Vette’s performance limits (or more likely, find out just how big your . . . er . . .,
rather, learn the limits of your own skill and nerve), in my opinion you should just go
for it. At least once. Take it to a drag strip, autocross or road course of your choice.
BUT . . . , before you do, read your Corvette owner’s manual and do what it says. It’s
with no small amount of shame and embarrassment to admit that I didn’t and learned
several lessons from the school of hard knocks (one literally) because of it.
About 8 or nine years ago, I’d been to The Streets of Willow at Willow Springs several
times in my little Pontiac Solstice with a just over half the horsepower and noticeably
shorter wheelbase than my C7. No special preparations were required. Just run what
you brung. On one of those occasions, the ambient temperature was right at 102° F.
My engine cooling temperature rose to 235°. But no problem even with much hard
driving. It was fun chasing down Lotuses and running up on the tail of multiple Miatas.
The car was trouble free right up to the day I sold her with almost 60K miles on the
odo.
Anyway, back to the C7. I took advantage of Ron Fellows driving school at Spring
Mountain in Pahrump, Nevada just a month after I got my new 2016 Stingray. Nice
being able to race around such a great road course in a car that is not yours. The car
they assigned me was a new Z51 Stingray just like mine. It felt, drove and even looked
just like my car except for the Ron Fellows lettering on the sides. What a fun weekend
that was. But a year later, I felt the need for speed again, so I signed up for a day at
AAA Speedway in Fontana hosted by Speed Ventures, Inc. and joined with several PCC
club members for a day of fun. To get familiar with the track layout, I joined the
beginners group for several laps of instructor-led follow the leader. This group never
really got up to speed where I felt tested, but it was fun and I was learning what I
wanted to know at that point.
The next group out onto the track was the Low Intermediate group. This is the group I
felt I belonged in, and Speed Venture agreed with my assessment based on my limited
training and track history. So I joined that group on the track where passing is very
limited and rule-restricted. The driving in this group was much more ‘spirited’, and
presented a reasonable challenge for me. I found that when you’re out there on a new
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track in your car for the first time as well, maybe not a freshman, but more likely just a
sophomore, there is a lot to process – position on the track, traffic, turn-in and braking
points, apexes, what the guy in front of you is doing, what the guy behind you is doing,
acceleration, more traffic, gear selection, RPM, speed approaching the next turn, etc.,
etc. For me there’s a lot to be thinking about all the time.
I guess with all that excitement, the many things to process simultaneously, and the
strong desire to go as fast as I could, I lost track of what lap I was on, but I’m thinking
it was the second or third lap when ‘it’ happened. Just as I was getting on it coming
out of turn 9 heading for the short infield straight, out of the corner of my eye I caught
sight of the corner flagman giving me the black flag (Is he signaling to me??) and at
the same time heard this ominous loud knocking sound (remember the school of hard
knocks mentioned above?) as a quick glance in mirrors showed me copious amounts of
dark gray smoke following me down the track. “Oh shit,” I now remember thinking at
the time. So, foot off the throttle, I coasted down the straight to the runout area after
turn 12 with the sick feeling in the pit of my stomach sinking faster than the reading on
my speedometer.
The course workers were there in an instant in their pickup truck and running over to
my car with a fire extinguisher shouting: “Open the hood! Open the hood!” Another
lesson learned. When you’re wearing a helmet, which is required if you track your car,
you can’t reach the hood release latch because the helmet will not let you lean forward
enough. In the meantime, smoke is continuing to billow out of the passenger-side
hood seam and right front wheel well. Another lesson learned. You cannot take your
helmet off while in your car. There’s not enough room to lift it off your head. Luckily,
because you are required to have your windows down while on the course, the course
worker leaned his head and shoulders inside the car, pushing me nearly into the
passenger side against the restraint of the seat belt; he was able to release the hood
latch. So, when the hood was finally opened, smoke billowed up but no flames, so the
fire extinguisher was not needed after all.
I also learned that there are conditions when the C7’s electric door latches on the C7
won’t function. To overcome that issue, there is a mechanical release lever on the
floorboard to use in that event, which, by the way is also unreachable by the driver who
happens to be wearing a helmet. I’m still not sure how we got the door open for me to
exit the car, with all the excitement, urgency, commotion and smoke.
In the days before this event, I was wondering if I should buy a tow hook for the car.
I even asked one of the race savvy PCC members if I should get one. He said no, you
probably won’t need one. My first thought was, “Naw! I won’t need a tow hook.” But
my next thought was, “Well, I may need that tow hook. Better to have it and not need
it, than to need it and not have it. Besides, the hook is painted Torch Red to match
my car, and that little accoutrement would look pretty cool sticking out of the grille the
next time I go to Cars and Coffee.”
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Well, good thing I bought and installed it, because there is really no good place to
attach a tow line on the C7 Corvette and that hook was what the workers used to tow
my car back to the pit area. It was there that I first saw the charred and blistered paint
on the rear of my car. The tow truck driver also used that tow hook to pull my car onto
the bed of his truck. Little did I know that morning that I would drive to the track in
my beloved Corvette, and ride home as a fellow passenger in a big diesel truck with my
broken and charred Corvette riding behind me on the flatbed.

The knocking I heard was a connecting rod letting go and
flying out the right side of the engine block, leaving a gaping
hole in its path. That hole allowed engine oil to blow out
directly onto the catalytic converter which operates at
somewhere around 1600° F. The flash point of Mobil 1 5W30 is just under 550° F, which could explain the flames that a
couple of spectators said were at one point briefly trailing 10
or 15 feet out behind my car. The engine is beyond repair. A
long block replacement is the only viable option. Lucky for
me that the only damage from the flames is blistered paint on
the rear of the car. So now she sits at the dealer awaiting
delivery of a new long block replacement engine from GM.
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OK, back to the part about reading the owner’s
manual before taking your car to the track. The
owner’s manual for my car is 349 pages long. In
the index on page 348 a reference is made to
“Track Events and Competitive Driving . . . 163”.
Turning to page 163, one will find the following:

Well, I didn’t follow those ‘recommendations.’ The result was, according to the
dealership service director, GM’s regional service rep, and GM’s executive service team
in Michigan, my sole fault. The warranty does not apply. Now who’s to say that
running 5W-30 oil instead of 15W-50 is the cause of the engine failure. That’s at least
General Motors’ position. GM denies any culpability or degree of responsibility for the
failure. No possibility of manufacturing defect, design weakness, material defect, or
any cause other than that I didn’t follow that single sentence instruction in the owner’s
manual, i.e., “Engine oil must be changed to 15W-50 synthetic.” My bad. My expense.
It doesn’t seem quite right to me. Run 5W-30 oil for everything but ‘track events or
competitive driving.’ But if you take it to the track to take advantage of the capability
GM hypes, at least by inference if not directly, about the Z51 Stingray being a trackready street vehicle, and you don’t follow directions, . . . no, let’s not go there. ‘Rules
are rules’, as they say. Like I said at the beginning of this article, read your Corvette
owner’s manual and do what it says, especially if you intend to take your vehicle to
the track.
Another lesson learned: That little computer that is part of the ECM knows everything.
In fact, I believe ECM (Engine Control Module) might be a misnomer. How about maybe
TKM (Total Knowledge Module)? It knows everything about the instant something goes
wrong – from what gear you were in, oil pressure, RPMs, speed, throttle position, oil
pressure and temperature, tranny oil temperature, engine timing, fuel rail pressures,
engine run time, etc. ad nasuem. It wouldn’t surprise me if it, via GPS knows exactly
where you were, the radio station you last listened to, the current weather and
forecast, where you last bought gasoline, and what you had for your last meal. Sorry, I
digress. The point is, one can’t get away with much because that Engine Control
Module captures data about the vehicle to an extent most people can’t imagine.
Having said all that, except for the expense and inconvenience, I’m not sorry that I
chose to take my car to the track. The excitement of testing my limits and learning the
limits of my Corvette cannot be forgotten and are a joy to reflect on. The expense and
inconvenience will be forgotten after a time. While she’s in the shop getting a new
engine, I miss having my Stingray to take to Cars and Coffee, to drive to PCC club
meetings and other events, to just tool around with the top open on these wonderful
summer days. I’m anxious to have her back. But the big lesson learned that will be
remembered is to read the owner’s manual and do what it says.
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Congratulations to David & Christine!

David Yeates surprised us all on July 4th with his brand new 2017 Black Rose Stingray Convertible.

Carole Deering & Jim Rufus
were in a car accident
(through no fault of their own)
some months ago while in Palm
Springs. Luckily, they were not
injured but their Corvette was
out of commission for three
months. They recently got it
back from the shop.
Welcome back to the club!

A big thank you to Margaret Anderson, a prospective member extraordinaire,
who volunteered to write the article on the Maloof event, which is included in
this newsletter. Be sure to check it out. It is very informative and wryly
humorous. Margaret has earned two points for her efforts. Thanks again,
Margaret. I predict more articles in your future. You rock!
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General Meeting Minutes
July 5th, 2017
Denis Boulanger, President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM at Fuddruckers on El
Toro Rd. in Lake Forest. All new and old members were welcomed.
PCC Officers
President: Denis Boulanger
Vice-president: Raymond (Ray) Marshall
Treasurer: Joe Gildner
Secretary: Carol Gates
Sgt-at-Arms: Henry Lewis

Historian: Dave Hennings
Hospitality Chair: John Iest
Awards Chair: Gene & Vickie Insley
Awards Chair: Gary & Jan Lane
Newsletter Editor: Nancy Marshall

Carol Gates said all minutes are on line in the newsletter.
Denis started the meeting by asking Ellis to introduce Bob Bunyen. Bob then discussed
O.C. Youth Guidance center – Juvenile Hall in Santa Ana. Age 13 -20 incarcerated
youth. Wants to give them alternative activities. The Positive Model Car Show will be
held Sunday August 20, 2017. Ellis will lead the caravan. More information to follow at
the August meeting.
Hospitality: John Iest announced birthdays and anniversaries (all the men knew the #
of years) for the month of July. Henry already had John’s name on the $$ fines list.
New guest was Jordie Daily. She has a 2004 Coupe 6 speed 43,000 miles, magnetic
red.
Bruce is still undergoing chemo….. with positive results.
Sgt at Arms: Henry Lewis….We are all here because of our passion for Corvettes.
He then reviewed membership requirements.
Club Store: Judy Nunn has new hats available. She can have PCC logo placed on any
shirt or jacket.
Treasurer: Joe Gildner announced that we had income of $410, expenses of $321.84
giving us a balance of $8,658.87
Historian: Dave Hennings said if you need your picture taken to see him at the break
to make arrangements. He’ll be at Del Mar Racetrack. He has pictures from the 4th of
July Parade. They will be posted on our website next week.
Awards Chair: Gene Insley and Gary Lane will host January’s Awards Banquet.
Editor: Nancy Marshall, thanked all individuals for great input for the June Newsletter.
Looking forward to more articles for the July newsletter.
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V.P. Ray Marshall thanked everyone for their previous events. He reviewed upcoming
events.
Henry assessed fines as only he can.

BE SURE TO CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR ALL THE UPCOMING EVENTS –
PLENTY of EVENTS IN JulY
Is there an event you can coordinate?
50/50 Raffle Winner: Mark Smith $ 125. Soon became the property of Pattie.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm.
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Calendar of Events
August, 2017
2
6

Wed
Sun

12
12
20

Sat
Sat
Sun

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest
PCC visits Marconi Automotive Museum, PCC Hosts: Ray & Nancy Marshall
(949-786-8365)
Horse Races at Del Mar, PCC Coordinator: Harold Brunski (949-472-8194)
Automotive Driving Museum, PCC Host: Henry Lewis (949-812-8959)
"Searching for Positive Role Models" car show, in Santa Ana, PCC Host: Ellis
Delameter (949-310-3255)

September, 2017
6
23

Wed
Wed

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest
17th Annual Cruisin' For A Cure. at Orange County Fairgrounds, PCC
Coordinator: Ken James (949-683-6441)

October 2017
4
5-8
14

Wed
ThuSun
Sat

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest
PCC Cambria Weekend, PCC Coordinator: Ray & Nancy Marshall (949-7868365)
Deer Park Winery & Car Museum, PCC Host: David Yeates (951-212-0971)

November 2017
1
12

Wed
Sun

PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest
Vettes for Veterans car show by North Coast Vettes, at The Shoppes in
Carlsbad, PCC Host: David Yeates (951-212-0971)

December 2017
2
6

Sat
Wed

PCC Christmas Party at Mission Viejo Murray Center details to follow
PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest
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PCC Visits the Marconi Automotive Museum
Date: August 6th, 2017
Time: 10:00 to 2:00
Meet at Citrus Café. 1481 Edinger Ave. Tustin, CA 92780. Come early for
breakfast.
We will leave the café about 9:45 to be at the museum when it opens at
10:00. (It is about one block from the Citrus)
http://www.marconimuseum.org/

Organized by: Ray and Nancy Marshall rmarsh3772@cox.net
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Saturday October 14th Hosted By: David Yeates
Self-Walking Tour of Three Buildings
Bring Your Own Picnic Lunch

Admission: $8-$9 Museums & Grounds
Wine Tasting: $8 (up to 5 wines, free if a bottle is purchased)
Times to be Announced.
World’s largest Auto Museum of Convertibles & Americana.
Gift Shop, Vineyard, Orchards, Lawns with Shady Oaks
Award Winning Local Estate Wines
29013 Champagne Blvd. Escondido
Memorabilia includes Barbie Dolls, Coca-Cola, Vintage Radios, TVs,
Bicycles, Appliances, Movie Icons & Entertainment Displays.
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