
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

   

 President’s Broadcast by Bruce Blank  
 

Our Corvettes have brought us together.  The common 

interest in these cars has provided opportunities for us 

to get to know each other and to create some pretty 

solid friendships.  The glue that keeps this club 

together is 

friendships and 

these really cool 

cars.   

So, I was 

wondering, how 

did this all begin?  Where and maybe when, did 

our common interest germinate?  Every one of us 

can probably remember what attracted them to 

these cool rides.   

For me, it was a red ’57 Fuelie that would be 

parked behind the Post Office in Wheeling, 

Illinois.  It was a block or so from my grade 

school.  I would always stop and walk a lap or 2 

around it whenever I went uptown.   I would 

notice little changes the lucky owner would make 

to the car, like mag wheels, or the absolute 

coolest thing; drag slicks!  I mean, how cool is 

that?  For a 4th grader, it was really cool.  The 

only thing that was cooler than that was when the mailman left work and walked out to 

his car, started it up (rumpidy rump) and peeled away.  Wow!  Those experiences were 

like an infection that never goes away.  I was becoming a gearhead. 

Next, I had a chance to go the Union Grove Dragway with a local car club, “The 

Mystics”.  My sister dated one of the guys.  I was only 14 or 15, but these cool older 

guys (16 maybe 19) had a ’50 Ford flathead drag race car, with 3 deuces, and, of 

course, drag slicks.  I was the goffer kid.  Hanging out there was just feeding my 
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gearhead affliction.  Then, another Vette really 

caught my attention; a Fawn Beige ’62.  It too 

had slicks, and was really loud and fast.    

Then there was the butcher, at the Jewel food 

store where I worked, that showed up with a 

brand new 1967 Marina Blue convertible: the 

big $$ one that everybody wants now; a 427, 

435 hp. with side pipes. He drove it all year 

long, and put studded snow tires on it in 

winter.  The studs would shoot sparks out the 

back, when he got on it.  Stupid guy! 

Fast forward a lot more years than I care to 

remember, after the kids finished college, and 

I could rekindle my gearhead interests.  A 

black ’96 LT4 coupe came around.  Finally, my 

first Vette. The first week I had it, I took it out 

for a little cruise, after dinner.  It just 

happened to be a Wednesday, the first 

Wednesday in May.  I noticed a bunch of 

Vettes in Fuddruckers parking lot, so I cruised 

on over.  I learned that a Corvette club 

meeting had just ended.  And, I was invited to 

caravan with the club to Plastic Fantastic, on 

Sunday.  The club glue really works.  So, what 

is your story? 
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A Note From Your Editor 

With this article, Bruce has started  

something that resonates.  We’re anxious 

to hear your story, what sparked your 

“love affair” with the Corvette?  Please 

send your story to nancy3772@cox.net so 

we can share your unique story with our 

club members. 

Thank you to those who contributed 

articles this month: Don Wilder, Vicki 

Alter and Ray Marshall 

mailto:nancy3772@cox.net
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2016 PCC Officers  
President: Bruce Blank  

949-412-3520 
Vice-President: Ray Marshall  

949-786-8365 
Treasurer: Joe Gildner  

949-218-7725 
Secretary: Carol Gates  

949-702-9372 
Sergeant at Arms: Karen Hougland  

949-636-5537 
Historian: Dave Hennings  

714-970-0704 
Hospitality Chair: John Iest 

949-770-2520 
Awards Chair: Jim & Diane Carter 

714-649-3002 
Editor:  Nancy Marshall  

949-786-8365 
  

Meetings  
Pacific Coast Corvettes meets 
the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7:00p.m. We meet at 
Fuddrucker’s Restaurant in Lake 
Forest. The restaurant is located 
on El Toro Rd. The address is: 
23621 El Toro Road, the phone 
number is: 949 830-7210  

Business Location  
Pacific Coast Corvettes  
23785 El Toro Rd #501  
Lake Forest, CA 92630-4762  
Telephone: 714 272-2544  

WEB Page:  
http://www.pccvettes.org  
Ted Sickles 949-716-3376 

Club Store:  
Judy Nunn—949 586-1746  

Affiliation  
National Council of Corvette 

Clubs, Inc. (NCCC)  

Corvette Waves  
Corvette Waves is published monthly, 
within two weeks after each meeting. 
Contributions should be received no later 
than ten day after the monthly meeting. 
They can be given to Nancy Marshall. 
Display advertising is accepted at the 
discretion of the editor. Yearly rates are 
$50 for a business card, $75 for a 
quarter page, and $100 for a half page.  
 
Articles presented in Corvette Waves 
reflect the opinion of the authors, not 
necessarily the views of the editor or 
Pacific Coast Corvettes. Pacific Coast 
Corvettes and its editor seek to publish 
accurate information but do not assume 
responsibility in the event of claim of loss 
or damages resulting from publication. 

June Anniversaries 

Gary & Jan Lane 6/11 

Don Wilder & 
 Marianne  Phillips 

6/14 

Paul & Linda Fenton 6/15 

Joe & Barbara Gildner 6/17 

Mark & Elaine Collins 6/18 

Terry & Laurie Smith 6/23 

Peter & Susan Dolbee 6/24 

Bob & Linda Kinsella 6/25 

Bob & Susan Satterwhite 6/25 

Oscar & Pat Dufau 6/26 

Bob & Alyson Rose 6/29 

 

June Birthdays 

Nike Patterson 6/3 

Jeff Rakowitz 6/11 

Susan (Sue) Hennings 6/17 

Dee Gruenig 6/17 

Peggy Whiteaker 6/19 

Sandy Pollak 6/19 

Helga Ralph 6/19 

Donna Walling 6/28 

Jeff Jaeggi 6/28 

Dick Block 6/29 

Joyce Uchino 6/30 

Robert (Bob) Ensign 6/30 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

PCC Grandbabies Born on Same Day 

April 27th marked the day that Deborah & Bruce 

Robinson welcomed their first grandchild (a little 

boy) while Susan & Peter Dolbee welcomed their 

third grandchild (a little girl) 

Congratulations to the happy grandparents! 
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A Word From Our Vice President  
by: Ray Marshall 
 
Somehow we managed to get May behind us.  Some of the 
folks went drag racing in Fontana on the 14th.  This did not 
work out as well as the previous trips there because it seems 
everyone else found out how good a deal it was.  The folks 
got a couple of runs in and that was enough.  Our club once 
again managed a major showing at Plastic Fantastic at 
Seaport Village in San Diego and took home the club 
participation award.  We had about 44 cars show up at the 
event. 
 
So far in June we have put Food Court Friday behind us.  We had 31 folks show up and 
eat.  We like to eat!  Also, Karting at CalSpeed in Fontana is a now but a memory. 
 
Upcoming June Events: 

 Pie in the Sky run to Julian on Saturday June 11th.  Hosts are: Jim Rufus & 
Carole Deering (714-649-2410) 

 Kick Tires Breakfast Meeting - June 18th at 8am at Knowlwood's Restaurant, 
Irvine (5 Freeway and Sand Canyon Avenue) PCC Coordinator: Ken James    ken-
jamescalif@cox.net   

July Events: 

 Cowboy Canyon Winery – Sunday July 3rd - PCC Coordinator: Denis Boulanger 
& Leslie Gray (949-735-9465)  

 Lake Forest July 4th parade.  PCC Hosts: Mark and Vickie Alter. 
 Al Fresco Friday Night Food Court  July 15th – PCC Hosts: Nancy & Ray 

Marshall (949)786-8365 
 

August Events: 

 PCC at Laguna Playhouse – “All Shook Up” – Thursday August 4th - PCC host: 
Robin Woods (949-888-7381) 

 Del Mar Raceway – Saturday August 6th - PCC Coordinator: Harold and Sheryl 
Brunski (949-472-8194) 

 
That’s enough for now, let’s be careful out there. 
Hey, we need more events in July and August.  
For more information on the events, visit the PCC calendar at: http://www.pccvettes.org/  

Ray Marshall 
rmarsh3772@cox.net 

http://www.pccvettes.org/
mailto:rmarsh3772@cox.net
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Bagels and Bombers 
By Ray Marshall 
May 8, 2016    
 

I have been to a lot of air museums and 
we have got a nice little one here at 
John Wayne airport.  We had visited the 
Lyon Air Museum a few years back.  
About two years ago we found out that 
the Wings of Freedom Tour presented by the Collings Foundation was making a stop at 
the Lyon Air Museum. They have been coming since 2010.  They tour flying B-17, B-24, 
B-25 and P-51 aircraft.  Nancy and I went to see them when they stopped at John 
Wayne.  It was great to see the flying museum.   

 
This year they came back.  They seem to come for a few days every Mother’s Day.  
Nancy and I decided to go see the aircraft again.  Nancy said we should make it a club 
event.  There were two problems with the club event, it was short notice and it was 
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Mother’s Day.  But we announced the event and we sweetened the pie by meeting at 
the local bagel joint. 
 
We met at Einstein’s Bagels in Irvine.  We also had to try out the 
Donut Shop a few doors down.  (I had a bacon donut) From there we 
took the quick drive to the Lyon Air Museum.  There was conflicting 
information on what time the museum opened.  We got there a little 
after it opened and we were able to get parking near the museum. 

 
We went in and paid the fee to enter the museum.  They have a very nice collection of 
WWII era aircraft and I think they are all flight worthy.  Along with the aircraft, there 
are some of General Lyon’s cars and military vehicle collection.  We went up to a 
walkway above the display area to get a nice overview. 
 
The aircraft collection includes a B-17, a B-25, a C-47, a DC-3, and some others.  The 
auto collection included a couple of beautiful Packards.  There was Steve McQueen’s 
1931 Panther motorcycle among the motorcycle collection.  The military vehicle 
collection included some original Jeeps and some German vehicles. 
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There was a constant distraction while we toured.  
The two bombers kept coming and going.  
Everyone would press their noses against the 
windows to see the aircraft in action.  There is 
nothing like the sound of four large radial engines 
on a vintage aircraft.  For an aircraft guy this was 
heaven.  WWII aircraft and current commercial 
aircraft flying right in front of us.  When the flight 
crews took a break at lunch time the guests were 
allowed inside the bombers for a quick tour. 
 
It was a quick little event to see some aviation 
history.  We will probably do it again next year.  
Maybe it will be the day before Mother’s day next 
time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ray Takes a Ride. 
I’ve been an airplane guy all of my life.  My father worked 
for United Air Lines and was a bombardier in the Army Air 
Corp during the war.  There was an air base near our home 
and the planes heading to Idlewild (JFK) airport in New York flew over our house.  
When I went to college I intended to be a pilot.  I took aircraft operations and aviation 
engineering and got my pilot license while going to school.  My pilot dreams went away 
when the Vietnam War ended. 
 
My father was a bombardier on a B-24.  When we saw the aircraft last year I found it 
interesting that for a fee you could actually get a ride on the aircraft that the Collins 
foundation flew around.  I didn’t go then.  This year Nancy said “you should go for a 
ride this time.” 
 
As soon as I got in the museum I went over to the table where they were selling rides 
on the aircraft.  I laid down my credit card ($450) and waited for my flight.  While 
waiting we toured the museum.  You can ride in the P-51 for $2200.  We were told that 
80% of the fee is tax deductible. 

My Father 
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My flight was announced after about a 90 minute wait.  I queued up with the other nine 
folks that were on that flight.  We were briefed on the B-24 in general and on this one 
in particular.  This aircraft saw action in WWII as part of the Indian Air Force flying 
bombing runs “over the hump” into China.  It was found in the back of a building many 
years after the war.  It was refurbished and is now the only flying B-24 in the world.  
We were told that the accommodations were sparse at best.  Just looking at the aircraft 
you could see that there were no windows in the waist gunner windows, just openings.   
 
We climbed into the B-24 through 
the bomb bay; it has no doors.  
During the briefing we were told to 
stay on the walkways because the 
bomb bay and landing gear doors 
were how the crew exited the 
aircraft in an emergency.  If you 
stand on them they are designed to 
open.  Once inside the aircraft it was 
obvious that this was the realm of 
18 year old boys.  Every passageway was 
narrow and required considerable climbing 
to get around.  I got a relatively good seat 
on a bulkhead above the belly turret.  The 
seat belt seemed to be WWII vintage.  My 
feet were dangling and below my feet I 
could see the ground.  There was a gap of a 
couple of inches between the aircraft floor 
and the belly turret.  I got a good seat; 
some of the folks were belted to the floor.  
The engines fired up with the usual cloud of 
smoke that radial engines give off.  What a 

sound!  It surprised me that we were not 
given ear plugs for the noise, but it turned 
out that it was not that bad.  We taxied 
down the field and onto the runway.  
 
When the pilot gave it the gas it was quite a 
thrill.  We went down the runway and when 
the wheels came up we made a sharp right 
turn.  I could see it all through the hole in 
the floor under my feet.  We were told that 
the reason for the turn was to avoid the 
noise sensors at the end of the runway.  Old 
bombers were very noisy. 
 

Ray Climbs into the Belly of “Witchcraft” 
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I was surprised at how stable the aircraft was, it flew very well.  Right after we were 
airborne I was out of my “seat” because we were allowed to walk (crawl) around and I 
was going to see everything.  Nancy was very surprised by how many pictures I took 
during the half hour flight.  My first stop was the 
bombardier’s station.  I had to see my father’s 
station.  Damn it was tight getting through the 
aircraft.  The walkway above the bomb bay was 
narrow and there were frames on both sides that 
you have to squeeze through.  Once forward you 
crawl below the pilots station and down to the 
very front of the aircraft.  Once there I found out 
that there was no bombardier’s seat.  The 
bombardier lay on his belly and looked out the 
front of the aircraft.  It was quite a view.  I laid 
there and took some pictures and then it was off 
to give someone else a look and for me to see 
more things.  I spent some time in the cockpit 
and the crew chief took my picture.  Then it was 
into the rear of the plane.  I got back to the tail 
gunner station and had another fabulous view.  I 
then spent the rest of the flight taking pictures 
out the waist gunner windows. 
 
Once on the ground we climbed out of the 
aircraft and they parked the planes so that the 
other visitors to the museum could walk around 
and through them.  It also made for “Kodak 
moments”. 
 
Seeing and flying in these aircraft gave a good 
appreciation of what it was like flying during the 
war, but without the enemy gunfire.  They were a 
tough bunch. 
  

Long Beach Harbor 
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B-24 Witchcraft 
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P-51 Mustang 
B-17 Flying Fortress 

B-25 Mitchell Our Pilot 
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Plastic Fantastic Car Show 
By Nancy Marshall 
May 15 2016   

  
Once again, it was time for PCC to make 
its annual trek to Plastic Fantastic, 
Southern California’s premier Corvette 
Car Show in San Diego.  A large group of 
us met up on Sunday morning at the 
Carl’s Jr. in San Juan Capistrano.  It was 
thrilling to see so many of our “cars of 
many colors” congregate in a parking lot 
before we began our journey.  This event 
always draws a large crowd of PCCers 
and this time was no different.  We 
mingled and chatted as we awaited the 
driver’s meeting.  It was good to see Barbara & Dick Block, who hadn’t been around in 
a while.  They’re always busy traveling in one of their many vehicles.  John Iest held his 
driver’s meeting, handing out written directions to all.  Basically, take the 5 south to 
San Diego and follow the car in front of you.  I counted at least twenty seven Corvettes, 
raring to go.  Others were to meet us at our destination.  Believe it or not, some people 
liked to leave a lot earlier than we did. 
 
At precisely 7:15 AM, we began 
our journey, with our fearless 
leaders John & Linda Iest in their 
atomic orange Corvette heading 
our long line of vehicles.  Pattie & 
Mark Smith held the “back door” 
position.  We were in the middle 
of the pack, in Ray’s yellow Z06.  
It was so impressive to see a line 
of Corvettes in front of us as well 
as a line of Vettes behind us 
when I looked in the rearview 
mirror.  Another club was on the 
freeway as well and joined in our 
caravan.  We mostly stayed in the 
#2 lane, and were able to keep 
together most of the time.  John kept his car at a reasonable speed so it was easy to 
stay together.  I remarked to Ray that the cars surrounding us looked so mundane and 
dull compared to our sleek & stylin’ sports cars.   
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In a little over an hour, we arrived at our destination: the Embarcadero at Seaport 
Village in San Diego.  It is a gorgeous location, right along the water.  This was the 
39th annual Plastic Fantastic Car Show, hosted by San Diego’s North County Corvette 
Club.  Every year, they are so welcoming and do a great job.  It is a massive 
undertaking.  This year there were about 400 Corvettes parked along the bay under the 
trees or in the sunshine on the grass, surrounded by the sparkling water, the tall city 
buildings, the boats and the very tall bridge to Coronado.  There was music, food, 
raffles, vendors and free gifts to those who registered early. 

 
Our group was all parked together in our 
usual location, on the grass along the water.  
We met up with those from PCC who had 
arrived earlier.  Not to brag or anything, but 
our cars rocked it!  In the front, we had the 
Alter’s two gorgeous Indianapolis pace cars, 
along with the Brunski’s beautiful white C6 
Grand Sport convertible, with red trim & red 
interior.  Our second row of beauties started 
out with our classic cars: Joe Gildner’s red C2 
Grand Sport (totally customized), Gary Lane’s 
restored C2 convertible, and Ellis Delameter’s 
restored red C2 coupe.  Everyone else was 
looking good as we showed off our C5s, C6s 
and C7s.  Forgive me if I mislabel anyone’s 
car since I am not too educated on all of 
these models.  I go by color, not models.   
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The Riggs’ Laguna Blue C7 was stunning.  
You need to ask Harvey how he managed to 
get that very smooth shine.  I know he put 
countless hours into it.  As usual, the Lewis’ 
red C7 was spotless.  I can’t mention 
everyone’s car but they were all beautiful 
and well turned out. (even Ray’s!)   We 
were happy that Sue DeCarlo is now back in 
the club, after her husband Jim passed 
away suddenly two years ago.  Jim was a 
cherished PCC member and Sue set up a 
touching memorial to him at this event. 

 
Around 11, most of us made our way to 
the Harbor House for drinks and lunch.  
Somehow, John Iest got them to let us 
order off the whole menu on separate 
checks.  More chatting and laughter 
ensued as we enjoyed our meal 
together. We all chuckled over the fact 
that the restaurant made up signs on 
each table that said “Fantastic Classic.”   
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At 2 PM, it was time for the awards.  The first award was for Club 
Participation.  Can you guess who won?  Pacific Coast 
Corvettes nabbed the prize for bringing Forty Four cars to this 
event.  We have won this award for the past several years and 
John Iest must have quite a trophy room in his office!  The second 
place winner brought eighteen cars.  Next, they gave out awards 
to the various models & years.  Vicki Alter took first for her white & 
purple C4 Indianapolis Pace Car.  Mark Alter took first for his C6 
red Indianapolis Pace Car.  Congratulations to all! 
 
All in all, it was another successful event on a beautiful day in an 
ideal setting with wonderful friends enjoying our common interest: 
love for America’s car The Corvette.  See you next year! 
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Are Your Tires Too Old? 
By Don Wilder  

I was talking to a fellow at the last PCC meeting who shared that he was about to buy 
some new tires and that the tires on one of his cars were probably ten years old.  I was 
reminded of conversations I had some time ago with my son and daughter about the 
potential dangers of driving on tires that are ‘too old’, and that there is a way to know 
for sure when a tire was manufactured.    I presume that for Corvette aficionados this is 
not an issue, because they already know about tire safety, or they wear them out and 
replace them long before the tires are ready to die of old age.  

But just in case, here’s how to determine when a tire was manufactured.  To simplify 
this discussion, let’s ignore tires that were manufactured before 2000.  Since 2000, the 
week and year the tire was produced has been provided by the last four digits of the 
Tire Identification Number with the 2 digits being used to identify the week 
immediately preceding the 2 digits used to identify the year. 

 
 
In the example above, the tire was manufactured in the 51st week of 2007. 

Having said all that, at what age does a tire become ‘unsafe’?  There seems to be no 

firm consensus.  The following is an excerpt (edited for length and style) from 

Hemming’s website.  

People usually rely on a tire's tread depth to determine its condition. But the rubber 

compounds in a tire deteriorate with time, regardless of the condition of the tread. 

An old tire poses a safety hazard.  For some people, if you typically drive 12,000-

15,000 miles annually, a tire's tread will wear out in three to four years, long before 

the rubber compound does. But if you only drive on the weekends or drive only 

5,000 - 6,000 miles a year, aging tires could be an issue. The age warning also 

applies to spare tires and "new" tires that have never been used but are old. 
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Comparing an aging tire to an old rubber band, if you take a rubber band that's 

been sitting around a long time and stretch it, you will start to see cracks in the 

rubber.  This is essentially what happens to a tire that's put on a vehicle and driven. 

Cracks in the rubber begin to develop over time. They may appear on the surface 

and inside the tire as well.  Improper maintenance and heat accelerate the process. 

Exposure to sunlight and coastal climates can hasten the aging process.  Every tire 

that's on the road long enough will succumb to age.  

Tires will age somewhat when just sitting in a dealer’s inventory. And consider how 

a spare tire lives its life.  If your spare is in the trunk, it's as if it is "baking in a 

miniature oven.”   

The Rubber Manufacturers Association says there is no way to determine the actual 

age when a tire "expires," because such factors as heat, ozone and UV exposure, 

storage and conditions of use can dramatically reduce the life of a tire.  Carmakers, 

tire makers and rubber manufacturers differ in their opinions about the lifespan of a 

tire. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has no specific 

guidelines on tire aging and defers to the recommendations of carmakers and tire 

manufacturers.  

Some carmakers tell consumers to replace tires six years after their production 

date, regardless of tread life. Some tire manufacturers say a tire can last up to 10 

years provided you get annual tire inspections after the fifth year. 

So, it seems it is ultimately up to us to decide if our tires are too old or not.   In 
preparing to write this article, I checked the tires on my two cars.  My C7 Stingray’s 
manufacture dates are 4815 for the rears and 4715 for the fronts – still in their infancy.   
Please note that the DOT does not require the full DOT code information to be shown 
on both sides of the tire.  So you might have to get down and look at the inside 
sidewall, as was the case when I went to check my other car, a 2004 Toyota 
Highlander.  The date code there is 2113 on all four corners.  I guess my tires are still 
young enough. 
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Al Fresco Friday Night Food Court  
By Nancy Marshall    
 

Our inaugural Al Fresco Friday Night Food 
Court get- together in Irvine attracted 
thirty one hunger PCC members.  We hope 
to hold one of these casual outdoor 
dinners monthly, while the weather is 
warm.  It is modelled after Ken James’ 
Kick Tires except we don’t kick any tires!   
 
Next month, on July 15th, we will have it 
at The Crossroads Shopping Center in 
Irvine, on the corner of Culver & Barranca.  

This Food Court has Flame Broiler, Pizza 
Hut, Sagami Japanese Restaurant (for 
sushi lovers), Subway, Capital Noodle Bar, 
DonerG Turkish & Mediterranean Grill and 
Ha Long ( Vietnamese).  In the same 
parking lot, there is also Urban Plates, 
Panera, California Fish Grill, StoneFire Grill, 
Veggie Grill, Wingstop, and Chipolte.  For 
dessert, there is the Creamistry and also a 
cookie/ice cream place.  
 
 No matter what you prefer, there is 
something for everyone.  Hope you can 
join us in July.  No sign up necessary.   
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Indy Motor Speedway Pace Car Reunion  
By Vicki Alter  

Here's a picture of Mark and I on the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.  
We came out for the Pace Car Reunion and got to drive the car on the track. This is one 
of our pace cars. It's our 2004 that we usually take to the Fourth of July Parade. 
What a fantastic opportunity.  We met other pace car people throughout the country 
and even someone from Canada. There were 250 pace cars at the reunion which was 
held at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.  What a blast to be there for the 100 
anniversary of the Indianapolis 500 race! 

 
Photo on left is Scott Dixon coming off the 
track after qualifying.  We got his 
autograph on our hats, along with that of 
Marco Andretti. How Exciting! 

What 230 mph looks like  
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PCC Goes A-La-Kart 
By Ray Marshall  
     
OK, so we drive big muscular sports cars on a regular basis; big horsepower, big 
torque, big tires, and lots of noise.  But every so often some folks try something 
different, so a group of us set out to drive some go-karts at CalSpeed in Fontana at the 
speedway. 
 
A group of us got to the speedway around 9:00am.  The CalSpeed facility seems to be 
just one of the spaces they have in the parking lot of the big track.  The CalSpeed track 
is a well maintained facility with many karts.  Their track can be configured many ways 
and we drove the Nuovo Course.  You show up at the track, sign in, sign all the forms 
so that no one is responsible for anything, pay your money, get a helmet and jacket, 
get a safety briefing, and you are ready to go. 
 

A go kart is an interesting piece of machinery.  You sit almost on the ground, wheels at 
your butt, wheels at your ankles, and enough horsepower to cut your grass.  The tires 
are small and smooth.  You do have brakes but they are only on the back wheels and 
seem to be sort of binary (either none or locked up).  You sit comfortably with about 
two gallons of gas in your crotch, right foot is the gas pedal and left foot is the brake.  
The lack of horsepower makes your weight a big factor in how you drive and how fast 
you can go.  The karts stick well in the corners but have no guts on the straights.   
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This dynamic makes it a different kind of 
driving.  You have to drive the kart fast in the 
corner to get any kind of speed.  After a few 
laps you learn that the brake pedal is not your 
friend.  For me, there was only one place on 
the track where I used the brake and that had 
to be a very delicate maneuver. 
 
 
We had concerns about how hot it would be at the track so we were very pleased to 
see that they provided some shade.  We set up our chairs and coolers and got ready to 
go.  They have a lot of karts, you don’t get assigned one, you pick one and each time 
you run you may get a different one.   

 
We paid for three sessions on the track.  The first was a learning experience for most of 
us.  Bill Myers is a “pro”, Harvey Riggs is very good, and the rest of us spell kart with a 
“c”.  After the first session we had a feel for what was going on.  The second session 
we started getting our lap times down.  The kart is equipped with a timer so you can 
see how you are doing in real time.  While we were waiting, many more people started 
showing up and that made out third session rather crowded.  It was tough to get a 
good lap in because you were always stuck behind someone or someone was cutting 
you off.  There was significantly more bumping in the third session. 
 
There were other sessions running between ours.  There were three levels of kids 
driving their own karts.  People showed up with very nice trucks and trailers with really 
nice looking karts and lots of equipment.  It was interesting to see kids as young as 5 
driving karts through the pits. 
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Somehow most of us survived the day.  Dan Fost did get two broken ribs when he got 
T-boned by a guy who spun out in one of the last corners of the third session.  We are 
gluttons for punishment so Bill will probably take us back there again. 
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PACIFIC COAST CORVETTES 
General Meeting Minutes 

June 1, 2016                                   
 

President Bruce Blank is back and called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM at 

Fuddruckers on El Toro Rd. in Lake Forest.  All new and old members were welcomed.   

                                                PCC Officers 
President Bruce Blank 
Vice-president Raymond (Ray) Marshall 
Treasurer Joe Gildner 
Secretary Carol Gates 
Sgt-at-Arms Karen Hougland 
Historian Dave Hennings 
Hospitality Chair. John Iest 
Awards Chair. Diane Carter 
Awards Chair. James (Jim) Carter 
Editor Nancy Marshall 
 

Club Report:  Bruce He just signed the contract for the Christmas Party Dec 3rd at 

the Murray Center. Tom and Judy Nunn will be our hosts. Once again he reminded us 

that half the 50/50 raffle goes to charity. This should allow us to generate more $’s for 

charity. A committee of Robin, Dave and Diane will work on selecting charities. 

Bruce will be contacting Simpson Chevrolet to explore their sponsorship. 

Secretary:  Nothing to report; all minutes are in newsletters. 

Hospitality: John Iest then announced birthdays and anniversaries for the month of 

June. All the men knew how many years!  

Sergeant at Arms: Karen Hougland reviewed the point system for the benefit of 

guests and prospective members.  We have 2 returning members….Bob Rose and 

Allison. (Couldn’t hear who if any was #2). 

Club Store: Judy Nunn has a selection of new PCC hats. She can also get your own 

shirts and jackets embroidered.  

Treasurer:  Joe Gildner reported that we had an income of $197 and expenses of 
$7.36.  Adjusted balance is $7,846.02.  
 

Historian: Dave Hennings has more pictures to add for Plastic Fantastic. Once again 

Ted is a great help with the pictures. 



P a g e  | 27 Corvette Waves June 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Awards: Diane Carter would like you to keep her and Jim updated on events you 

plan to host. Let her know of anything interesting that happens at our events. 

Editor:  Nancy Marshall thanked all individuals for great input for the  May 

newsletter.                          

                       Ray then reviewed  Upcoming events 

                                                JUNE  2016 

3  Fri  
Food Court Friday, in Irvine, PCC Hosts: Ray & Nancy Marshall (949-785-
8365)  
Ray will be sending info on the upcoming food court event. 
 
5  Sun 
Karting at Cal Speed, in Fontana, PCC Coordinator Bill Myers (714-639-5251)  

 
11 Sat 
Pie in the Sky run to Julian PCC Hosts: Jim Rufus & Carole Deering (714-649-
2410) 

 
18  Sat 
Kick Tires Breakfast Meeting—8am at Knowlwood's Restaurant, Irvine (5 
Freeway and Sand Canyon Avenue)…no signup, just show up. PCC 
Coordinator: Ken James ken-jamescalif@cox.net  
                                              
24-26 Big Bear Bash 
Fri-Sun 
                                              July 
3 Sun 
Cowboy Canyon Winery - PCC Coordinator: Denis Boulanger & Leslie Gray (949-735-
9465)  
 
4 Mon 
Lake Forest July 4th Parade - PCC Coordinator: Mark and Vicki Alter  (949-218-7152)  
 
6 Wed 
PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 
 
17-22 
Sun-Fri 
NCCC National Convention, in Omaha NE. 
 
                                     

 

mailto:ken-jamescalif@cox.net?subject=Kick%20the%20Tires%20Breakfast
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August 
3 Wed 
PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

 
4 Thur     All Shook Up 
PCC at Laguna Playhouse, PCC host: Robin Woods (949-888-7381) 
 
6 Sat 
Del Mar Raceway - PCC Coordinator: Harold and Sheryl Brunski (949-472-8194)   
 
There was some discussion as to good and bad bodywork done by Simpson and Colors 
on Parade. The oil change coupons we received from Simpson Chevy has turned out to 
be a real plus for us. 
 

Old Business:  None 

Sergeant at Arms: Appropriate fines were handed out. 

50/50 Raffle:  Won in the amount of $ 166.00 by Nancy French. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 
  

Tail Gunner Gary 
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PCC Calendar of Events 
June, 2016 

18 Sat Kick Tires Breakfast Meeting—8am at Knowlwood's Restaurant, Irvine (5 Freeway and 
Sand Canyon Avenue)…no signup, just show up. PCC Coordinator: Ken James ken-
jamescalif@cox.net  

24-26 Fri-
Sun 

Big Bear Bash 

   

July, 2016 
   

3 Sun Cowboy Canyon Winery - PCC Coordinator: Denis Boulanger & Leslie Gray (949-735-
9465)    

4 Mon Lake Forest July 4th Parade - PCC Coordinator: Mark and Vicki Alter  (949-218-7152)    

6 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

15 Fri Al Fresco Friday Night Food Court at the Crossroads Shopping Center in Irvine at 6 
pm.  Hosted by Ray & Nancy Marshall (949-786-8365 

17-22 Sun-
Fri 

NCCC National Convention, in Omaha NE. 

   

August, 2016 
   

3 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

4  Thu PCC at Laguna Playhouse, PCC host: Robin Woods (949-888-7381)  

6 Sat Del Mar Raceway - PCC Coordinator: Harold and Sheryl Brunski (949-472-
8194)     Amtrak Info 

   

September, 2016 
   

7 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

17 Sat West Coast Regional governors meeting 1pm  at Marie Calender's Restaurant, 12180 
Mariposa Rd., Victorville, CA 92395 

24 Sat 17th Annual Cruisin' For A Cure. at Orange County Fairgrounds, PCC Coordinator: Ken 
James (949-683-6441)    

29- 
10/2 

Thu-
Sun 

PCC's Cambria Weekend, PCC Coordinator: Barb Gildner (949-636-6590)    
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For Sale   

  

Contact Mark Alter 949-218-7152 
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FOR SALE 1999 C-5 Pewter Coupe 

Dear Friends of PCC: 

 “One of a Kind” in “Showroom Condition” Always Garaged.  Never Driven 
in the Rain. 
Over the years $15,000 spent on upgrades.  California legal. 
Complete with original window sticker, maintenance records, factory build 
sheet. 
Her assets include: 
Two tops (one glass top & one body color top); New two-toned custom 
black & grey leather interior  
Corsa Sport exhaust system; 18” Front & 19” Rear custom oversized 
chrome wheels by Cray 
K&N Air induction system with Granatelli mass air flow meter; Horsepower 
to approximately 375 
12 CD Player; Upgraded brake system 
She recently received a new cooling system, new water pump, hoses & 
thermostat, an A/C pump, fuel filter, spark plugs & wires.  This was valued 
over $2800 a couple of hundred miles ago. 
Her mileage averages about 4,500 miles per year, a “low mileage car” by 
any measure. 
Scott Jones at “The Corvette Shop” has given her loving care & attention 
throughout the years and will verify her excellent condition. 
Due to the circumstances surrounding this very unique automobile, a price 
has not been established, but all offers will be considered.   
 

 
To get a look at this beauty, contact Bob Ensign at 949-721-0736 or 

email him at Grensignaia@cox.net.  Thank You for listening. 

mailto:Grensignaia@cox.net
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2016 

Lake Forest 4
TH

 July 

Parade 

The City of Lake Forest is planning its 25rd annual 4
th

 of July Parade on Monday, July 4th.  This year’s parade 

theme is “Red, White, & Blue and 25 Too!”  They encourage all participants to incorporate the theme, or use a 

patriotic theme, and appropriate music if possible.  We’ve done a great job in the past decorating “America’s Sports 

Car” and the crowd loves it.  This event will sell out with a maximum of only 18 cars.  If you want to join us this 

year for this televised parade, send us an e-mail, call us, or sign up at the next meeting. 

Parade Specifics: 

1. Arrive at the staging area for car clubs on Ridge Route (see map) between Lake Forest & El Toro no later 

than 8:00 a.m. 

2. Please come prepared to decorate your car in the staging area at the parade.  You won’t want decorate it at 

home then try to drive it to the parade site. 

3. It may or may not be a long wait.  We don’t know our number yet so bring plenty of water to keep yourself 

hydrated and a chair.  Portable toilets are available close by, but bring hand sanitizers just in case. 

4. After you arrive at the staging area, please decorate your car.  Michaels has great decorations and usually 

have a 40% off coupon in the Sunday paper.  Wal-Mart and Party City also have decorations at reasonable 

prices.  People have used everything from banners, streamers, pin-wheels, silk flower arrangements, 

colored stars, to balloon arrangements.  If you need ideas, give Vicki a call or email me and I’ll send you 

some of the photos from previous parades.  Be sure to buy your decorations early since they sell out 

quickly.   
5. Please dress in patriotic colors and PCC hats and/or shirts if possible.   
6. If you have your PCC placard bring it and place it on the right side of your dash (the side closest to the TV 

cameras).  Yes, this parade will be aired on TV usually the same day and a few days after the parade.  Last 

year we must have been on TV for about 3-5 minutes as 18 cars paraded in front of the camera.  If you 

don’t have a placard, let me know and we will get you one.  You should keep it in your car for all PCC 

events. 
7. Parade starts promptly @ 10:00.   However, we don’t know at this time what order we start in, in the 

parade.  Last year it was 12:30, the previous years were 10:30 & 11:00.  We won’t know until the day of 

the parade. 

8. MANDATORY RULES: 

a.  While on the parade route, maintain an equal distance between you and the car in front of 

you.  No holding back so you can catch up!  We will line up two-by-two and I will arrange the 

group in color order so all the same color cars aren’t together. 

b. No squealing of tires-City of Lake Forest, PARADE RULES!!! 

c. At no time is any unit allowed to throw anything along the parade route.  No candy. 

9. After the parade is complete, we’ll take off the decorations and head over to Lucille’s for a no host BBQ.  

PLEASE RSVP! 
 

 

 

 

  
Hosted by Mark & Vicki Alter 949 922-5697 or try6640today@aol.com 

 

mailto:try6640today@aol.com
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