
 

 

 
 
President’s Message by: Gene Insley    

    
It's that amazing time of year again when our normally vehicle 
focused attentions change to the many blessings we enjoy and 
share. 
 
Regardless of individual religious leanings the Christmas 
Holidays are magical to most and enjoyed by all.  Speaking as 
one who has never really "grown-up" the excitement that 
children and many adults experience makes the crowds and bits 
of craziness worthwhile. 
 

Vickie and I will spend Christmas with our daughter’s family and I can't wait to see our 
granddaughters eyes sparkle with excitement and joy. 
 
It is our wish that all PCC'rs and your families will experience the true joy of Christmas, 
Hanukah or whatever holiday you celebrate with your loved ones. 
 
See you soon and specially at the Awards Banquet on Jan 23rd. 
 
 
 
Keep Driving! 
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2015 PCC Officers  
President: Gene Insley  

949-636-9845 
Vice-President: Ken James  

949-683-6441 
Treasurer: Arch Archard  

949-661-2035 
Secretary: Sheryl Brunski  

949-472-8194 
Sergeant at Arms: Karen Hougland  

949-636-5537 
Historian: Dave McCue  

949-559-8347 
Hospitality Chair: Ed Best 

949-425-1440 
Awards Chair: Lori Smith 

714-970-2043 
Editor:  Ray Marshall  

949-786-8365 
  

Meetings  
Pacific Coast Corvettes meets 
the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7:00p.m. We meet at 
Fuddrucker’s Restaurant in Lake 
Forest. The restaurant is located 
on El Toro Rd. The address is: 
23621 El Toro Road, the phone 
number is: 949 830-7210  

Business Location  
Pacific Coast Corvettes  
23785 El Toro Rd #501  
Lake Forest, CA 92630-4762  
Telephone: 714 272-2544  

WEB Page:  
http://www.pccvettes.org  
Ted Sickles 949-716-3376 

Club Store:  
Judy Nunn—949 586-1746  

Affiliation  
National Council of Corvette 

Clubs, Inc. (NCCC)  

Corvette Waves  
Corvette Waves is published monthly, 
within two weeks after each meeting. 
Contributions should be received no later 
than ten day after the monthly meeting. 
They can be given to Ray marshall. 
Display advertising is accepted at the 
discretion of the editor. Yearly rates are 
$50 for a business card, $75 for a 
quarter page, and $100 for a half page.  
 
Articles presented in Corvette Waves 
reflect the opinion of the authors, not 
necessarily the views of the editor or 
Pacific Coast Corvettes. Pacific Coast 
Corvettes and its editor seek to publish 
accurate information but do not assume 
responsibility in the event of claim of loss 
or damages resulting from publication. 

December Anniversaries 

David and Gina McCue 12/3 

Mike and Julie Patterson 12/13 

Ron and Barbara Pavek 12/17 

Ray and Nancy Marshall 12/19 

David and Edy Gautschy 12/21 

Clarke and Gail Latimer 12/31 

 

December Birthdays 

Linda Iest 12/1 

Barbara Block 12/1 

John Iest 12/6 

Barbara Pavek 12/6 

Connie Ensign 12/8 

Elaine Collins 12/9 

Paula Noell 12/10 

Howard Foss 12/12 

Sherry Maples 12/12 

Pam Saunders 12/12 

Margie Burnett 12/13 

Leslie Gray 12/16 

Carol Gates 12/17 

Ed Baumgarten 12/18 

Oscar Dufau 12/18 

Joe Gildner 12/22 

Ellis Delameter 12/22 

Nancy Radigan 12/24 

Ted Sickles 12/24 

Becky Lewis 12/24 

Rudy Pollak 12/25 

Mary LaRoche 12/26 

Philip Brunt 12/26 

Mark Alter 12/27 

Bruce Robinson 12/28 

Mark Collins 12/28 

Ed Best 12/29 

Blake Hougland 12/29 

Carole Deering 12/30 
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A Word From Our Vice President Ken James 

Are you interested in hosting an event for the club? Great! Here is what you need to do:    

 

1) Upon making a decision to host an event please email me with the date of the proposed 
event to ensure there is no other club event already planned for that day or weekend.  
  

2) Email me the details and any flyer, registration forms or website links to be added to the 
PCC Calendar.  
 

3) Email a reminder to club members with meeting details/information one week prior to the 
event.  
 
(Note: On page 19 of the PCC Rules Book is a list of items that may help you get 

organized. Also, keep in mind that the club has plenty of folks including myself who have 

held events and are willing to assist you with your event…so relax & have fun doing it). 

I will: 

 
1)  Announce your event at the monthly meeting. 
2) Create signup sheets (and scan them after each meeting and send you a copy) 
3) Send all your info to the PCC Webmaster for posting on the PCC Calendar. 
4) Provide any assistance I can to you. 

 

Don’t forget to use the “Events” tab at www.socalcarculture.com to find local car 

events and the “Clubs” tab to check out other Corvette Clubs to see if they have 

any events coming up that you or PCC would enjoy. 

  A Note from the editor: 
I want to thank the people who are contributing articles and pictures for the newsletter.  It is 
especially good to see articles from the newer members of the club.  Thanks. 
 
I did not include pictures from the Christmas party because it was too close to the date I need to 
publish and I did not have an article.  That was a hint; I need an article for the Christmas party.  
Note: multiple articles for an event are great.  We get to see the event from multiple 
perspectives. 
 
It is also nice to get articles from Corvette trips that you take without the club.  It is nice to see 
what people are doing and give hints of places to go for other people to enjoy. 
 

Ed. 
 

 

http://www.socalcarculture.com/
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PCC Visits Riverside International Automotive Museum 

by: Dave McCue and Ellis Delameter  

November 21, 2015 

I received the email from Walt and Vicky Kovacs for 

the museum event, Ellis was trying to get his ’66 

brakes fixed and I looked forward to riding with him. 

That didn’t work, so I decided to take my ’70, but the 

temperature was supposed to be 87 degrees. I don’t 

have air conditioning, and my Astro Ventilation is a 

poor substitute. We took Ellis’s 2013. 

We met at the Jack-In-The-Box on Green River exit off 

the ’91. The group included Gene Insley, his son Jeff, 

the Kovacs, Mark and Patty Smith, Ellis and I. Turns out that Mark worked at JITB for many 

years. He was studying to be chemist, and got a job at JITB and had so much fun, he never left. 

If you’ve been around So Cal long enough, you remember the raceway. I attend the LA Times 

Grand Prix a couple of times in the early ’60s. Saw an ex-girlfriend there with her new guy, what 

fun. 

The GP wasn’t a large race, so it was easy to get around. Then in the early ‘80s, a friend asked 

me to go out to the track and take pictures for his Pantera race team. This was a smaller club 

type race. He was part of a, less than race ready team; they pulled their tools around in a little 

red wagon. They made a few laps before car had to be retired; the pistons were hitting the 

spark plugs. 

The museum is off the beaten path in Riverside. All traces of the raceway are gone now 

replaced by houses and a shopping center. Its downfall started with a small number of homes 

near the track. As more were added, the resident neighbors complained about the noise. There 

were efforts to save it, however it was not a big money 

maker like the Indy Speedway.   

There’s a nice collection of cars in the museum, with a 

number of Indy type road racers and a collection of 

Maseratis. The only Vette is a highly modified C4 Grand 

Sport 90 made by the late Dick Guldstrand. It was so 

highly modified that the only obvious Corvette note was 
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the seats and instrument panel. The original museum owner had collected the Maseratis. We 

understand that he passed away recently, but his collection 

remains. One of the docents let Vicky sit in a couple of 

them for photo ops. 

There was a slide presentation on the track’s history. As 

the narrator was speaking, a lady’s voice behind me was 

quietly discussing things she saw in the slides. It sounded 

like she saw something familiar from almost every one. 

When lights came on I turned around and it was Patty Smith. Mark raced a 

highly modified ’68 big block coupe many years ago. He mentioned one 

particular race when his mechanic/driver put the car into the wall and it 

had to be trucked home.  

Patty’s favorite story was attending a race in her ’69 coupe. There were 

times when the team stole parts off her car for the race car. Once she said 

a mechanic confiscated her steering wheel for the race car and she didn’t 

have a way to get home. Patty loves any kind of racing, told us when she 

was very young her dad sat her up in a chair so she could listen to the Indy 

500. 

Gene and his son didn’t have time for dinner.  The rest of us ate at the 

Mission Inn in Riverside, a very nice place. On the way in we passed a very upscale dining room, 

white tablecloths and waiters in black coat and tie. That wasn’t for us. Fortunately there was a 

more relaxed outdoor area serving Mexican food. The outdoor seating was very nice. The food 

was somewhere between Taco Bell and average.  

It was good to see a few PCCers support this event. 

Thank you Walt and Vicky. 
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Some Notes for the Club Mechanics 

by: Ray Marshall 

For the last couple of months the airbag 
warning light on my ’08 has been coming on 
sometimes.  Since it was intermittent I 
figured it must be something electrical.  The 
light is supposed to flash a few times when 
you start the car, this is normal. 
 
As I usually do, I dove into the Corvette 
Forum to see what I could find.  As usual, I 
found a long discussion on the problem.  
There can be “real” problems with the system, but most times it is a connector that is at fault.  
The connector is under the driver’s seat.  It seems the problem is that it is attached loosely to 
the seat and it drags on the carpet when the seat is moved.  When the seat moves the 
connector can get snagged on the carpet and become loose. 
 
I moved the seat up, found the connector, squeezed it together and the light no longer goes on.  
Some of the folks on the forum paid hundreds of dollars to have parts replaced.  This did not fix 
the problem; a little squeeze was all it needed.  (Best to zip tie it together so it does not 
separate again.) 
 
Another thing that was interesting was the discussion of what happens when the warning light 
is on.  Some folks tried to get an answer from Chevy but could not.  It seemed that the best 
guess is that when the light is on the airbags don’t work.  This guess brought on many 
statements that if the bags don’t work, it 
should be a mandatory safety recall.  There is 
still no word from Chevy.  Many folks are 
writhing to the NTSB to get this addressed. 
 
Lesson learned again, there are minor 
problems with these cars can be fixed with a 
little investigation and some TLC.  If you have a 
problem, bring it up to the club to see if 
anyone has had the same problem. 

 
 

  

The connector which under the 

driver’s seat at the rear. 

 

The airbag warning light. 
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Taken from the Corvette Forum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Responses: 

 Can't we clamp down on posts like this??? 
 I think the abuse is terminal. 
 I have a battery of lawyers looking into this miscarriage of justice. 
 You got something against red!! 
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PCC Quotes Heard in 2015 

 

Come to the PCC Banquet January 23, Orange County Mining Company, to 

find out the answers to these questions. 

 “Harold Brewski”  Who said it? 
 “Flat Tire, Oh, Oops I got one and was late to the event I planned.”  

Who said it? 
 “What do you mean the Toll Road device did not beep?  But officer 

my new plates for my car haven’t come yet.”  Who said it? 
 “I take pictures, I don’t dance.”  Who said it?  (By the way, I have 

pictures to prove differently.) 
 “The 1999 pictures have been scanned.”  Who said it?   
 “What do you mean we have to drive through several counties to 

get to this winery?  Who planned this event?”  Who said it? 
 “Best Jugs in Town.  I can hardly wait to buy that shirt.  How tight 

can I wear it?”  Who said it? 
 “We are going for ice cream, forget wine.”  Who said it? 
 “I run every morning.  I run to the bathroom as fast as I can.”  Who 

said it? 
 “Potato Chip Brain” Who said it? 

 

See you there. 

Laurie Smith 

  

Cooking Christmas Tree 

Jim and Peggy 
2002 Awards Banquet 
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PCC Ladies Christmas Party 

by: Carol Gates  

December 13, 2015 

December 13th was the annual Ladies Christmas Party, hosted 

by Pattie Smith in Dana Point. 

Much to the surprise of everyone, Pattie's home was decorated 

with twelve Christmas trees.  Pattie has been a member of two 

ornament exchanges, one for nineteen and one twenty 

years.  After receiving two ornaments per year, she has 

dedicated the ornaments, by category, onto each tree such as 

Santas and Snowflakes. 

 

Pattie also has a son, who is a Prize Trout Fisherman. She has a 

"fishing tree" dedicated to him, which includes fishing poles, 

and of course a "Gone Fishing" sign. 

Everyone enjoyed the great company, friends sharing stories, 

and great food!  There was also a gift exchange with the usual 

stealing of gifts and all the fun that that generates. 

 

We hope Pattie will host again next year. 

 
 

  

Fishing Christmas Tree 
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Snowman Christmas Tree 

Raggedy Ann Christmas Tree Santa Christmas Tree 

Birds Christmas Tree 
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Pacific Coast Corvettes 
General Meeting Minutes 

November 4, 2015 

President Gene Insley called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM at Fuddruckers on El Toro Rd. in 
Lake Forest.  All were welcomed. 
 
A moment of silence was taken for the San Bernardino victims and families of the terrorist 
attack. 
 
Old and new Board Members Orientation Meeting will be December 9th at 6:30.  Meeting will 
be at Bruce’s house.  He will be sending out an e-mail with information.   
 
Cheryl is absent tonight and Carol Gates will be filling in for her as Secretary.   
 
Club Report 
 
Secretary:  Nothing to report. 
 
Hospitality:  Ed Best announced birthdays and anniversaries for the month of December.  The 
“mini” kazoo band provided backup as we all sang Happy Birthday. 
 
Sergeant at Arms:  Karen Hougland reviewed the point system for the benefit of guests and 
prospective members. 
 
Club Store:  Judy Nunn spoke about the availability of hats and embroidery on shirts.  She 
would like to eliminate bringing the rack to meetings.  Will discuss with board members. 

Treasurer:  Arch Archard reported that we had an income of $13,131.30, expenses of 
$2,116.00, and outstanding/pending items of $4075.26.  Ending balance of $11,172.04. 
 
Historian:    Dave McCue had no input. 
 
Awards:  Laurie Smith discussed the Awards Banquet to be held at the OC Mining Co. in Orange 
January 23rd.  Party is going to be The Stingray Beach Party.  Music by Grand Master B.  5:30 
Cocktails. 
Buffet, year in review.  Dressy casual. 
 
Editor:  Ray Marshall thanked all individuals for great input for the newsletter. 
 
Vice President:  Ken James thanked individuals who coordinated events last month.   
 
Saturday 12/5 - PCC Christmas Party - PCC Coordinators:  Harold and Sheryl Brunski 
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Saturday 12/12 - Kick the Tires Breakfast at Knowlwoods, PCC Coordinator:  Ken James 
 
Sunday, 12/13 - PCC Ladies Party - PCC Coordinator:  Pattie Smith 
 
Saturday, 1/23 - PCC Awards Banquet - PCC Coordinator: Laurie Smith 
 
Old Business:  None 
 
Sergeant at Arms:  (fines)  No fines were handed out at the meeting. 
 
50/50 Raffle:  Won by in the amount of $90.00 by Diane Carter. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM 
 
Submitted by Carol Gates, in the absence of Sheryl Brunski, PCC Secretary   

 

 

 

  

Henry and Becky 
2002 Awards Banquet 
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PCC Calendar of Events 

January 2016 
6 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

9 
 

Sat Kick Tires Breakfast Meeting—8am at Knowlwood's Restaurant, Irvine (5 Freeway 
and Sand Canyon Avenue)…no signup, just show up. PCC Coordinator: Ken James    
ken-jamescalif@cox.net 

23 Sat PCC Annual Awards Banquet at Orange County Mining Company, details to follow. 

 

February 2016 
6 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

6 Sat 13th Annual Car Show in San Juan Capistrano, PCC Coordinator: Ken James (949-
683-6441) 

   

March 2016 
2 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

12 Sat Kone Killer Autocross & BBQ, 9am-5pm, in Indio, PCC Hosts: Bruce & Patty Blank 
(949-455-0747), 

12-13 Sat-Sun Dana Point Harbor Car Show, PCC Coordinator: Gene Insley (949-636-9845) 

   

April 2016 
4 Mon PCC at Angels vs Cubs, PCC Coordinator: Harol Brunski (949-472-8194) 

6 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

17 Sun Winery Visit in Rancho Bernardo area (San Diego County). PCC Hosts: Rick & 

Marcey Alpert (949-830-2640) 
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For Sale   

  

Contact Mark Alter 949-218-7152 
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Events   
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