
 

 

 
 
President’s Message by: Gene Insley    

    
Driving Our Dreams! 

I personally and I suspect many of our members are driving their dream 
vehicle, which is of course a Corvette, or two, or three or…………… 
 
How and when did the bug to own one infect you? 
 
There were very few Corvettes in the farm lands of Illinois where I grew 
up.  I watched Route 66 each week and it wasn’t to observe the Emmy 
caliber acting or amazing plots.  The sound of the exhaust notes were 
great even coming out of the families old Sylvania TV as Todd or Buzz 
sped into the sunset each week. 
 

I was completely infected when my next door neighbor, Jim, bought a very used ‘61 with his 
very first pay check from his new job as a Tool and Die Apprentice.   He was still living at home 
and figured that being wealthy on $80/wk he might as well enjoy the finer things in life.  The car 
was very basic; black, red interior, the lowest HP 283 available, 3 speed manual, AM radio and 
four wheels.  What more could an 18 year old want? 
 
He didn’t keep the car long as it had been driven hard before Jim acquired it and he did not do 
anything to enhance longevity.  My mother complained about his squalling tires, I thought it was 
just cool. 
 
I managed to beg a few rides through town and 
several fast blasts down very narrow and bad 
country blacktops.  While I did not have a driver’s 
license, I considered myself to be a great driver as 
dad would let me drive his Ford in the countryside.  
One day Jim handed me the keys and said, “Just 
don’t drive like me.”  I drove to the local hot spots 
just so everyone would see me behind the wheel.  
Don’t know if anyone did however as I was too 
excited to notice much of anything other than the 
car.  I thought it handled fantastic; in retrospect, a 
great looking body on a ‘52 Chevy frame with 
marginal bias-ply tires did not make for a great 
driving or very safe vehicle.  Minor issues that 15 yr 
olds don’t worry about. 
 
Sadly the transmission died a couple weeks later, which was just one of many significant 
misfortunes that infected this vehicle.  I don’t recall what Jim replaced it with; lack of any 
remembrance indicates it had to be very boring. 
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My acquisition of the dream took a little longer as things like; college, marriage, kids, station 
wagons, minivans, sedans and houses took precedence.  Vickie tells me it was for the better. 
 
The move to California “justified” a ’95 Corvette as the weather allows usage year round and is 
therefore very practical.  Vickie still smiles and laughs a bit when I remind her of my faultless 
reasoning.  Two Corvettes later we both still love the ride and the smiles they bring. 
 
Suspect there are many similar stories about the Corvette infection and experiences around 
PCC that would be of interest.  Let Ray Marshall know if you would like to share. 
 

See you all at our next event and - Keep Driving! . 
 
  
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Nancy and Ray are in New York … 

Now they just have to find their way back 
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2014 PCC Officers  
President: Gene Insley  

949-636-9845 
Vice-President: Ken James  

949-683-6441 
Treasurer: Arch Archard  

949-661-2035 
Secretary: Sheryl Brunski  

949-472-8194 
Sergeant at Arms: Danny Katz  

714-272-2544 
Historian: Dave McCue  

949-559-8347 
Hospitality Chair: Ed Best 

949-425-1440 
Awards Chair: Lori Smith 

714-970-2043 
Editor:  Ray Marshall  

949-786-8365 
  

Meetings  
Pacific Coast Corvettes meets 
the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7:00p.m. We meet at 
Fuddrucker’s Restaurant in Lake 
Forest. The restaurant is located 
on El Toro Rd. The address is: 
23621 El Toro Road, the phone 
number is: 949 830-7210  

Business Location  
Pacific Coast Corvettes  
23785 El Toro Rd #501  
Lake Forest, CA 92630-4762  
Telephone: 714 272-2544  

WEB Page:  
http://www.pccvettes.org  
Ted Sickles 949-716-3376 

Club Store:  
Judy Nunn—949 586-1746  

Affiliation  
National Council of Corvette 

Clubs, Inc. (NCCC)  

Corvette Waves  
Corvette Waves is published monthly, 
within two weeks after each meeting. 
Contributions should be received no later 
than ten day after the monthly meeting. 
They can be given to Ray marshall. 
Display advertising is accepted at the 
discretion of the editor. Yearly rates are 
$50 for a business card, $75 for a 
quarter page, and $100 for a half page.  
 
Articles presented in Corvette Waves 
reflect the opinion of the authors, not 
necessarily the views of the editor or 
Pacific Coast Corvettes. Pacific Coast 
Corvettes and its editor seek to publish 
accurate information but do not assume 
responsibility in the event of claim of loss 
or damages resulting from publication. 

April Anniversaries 

Mike and Jean Simmons 4/1 

Carole Deering and Jim Rufus 4/1 

Blake and Karen Hougland 4/14 

George and Sandy Sweeting 4/16 

Bruce and Deborah Robinson 4/17 

Ed and Trish Moore 4/18 

Steve and Donna Walling 4/22 

 

April Birthdays 

Barb Gildner 4/2 

Linda Fenton 4/2 

Henry Lewis 4/6 

Robin Katz 4/6 

Don Thompson 4/9 

C.W. Gruenig 4/11 

Janis Waltman 4/21 

Raymond (Ray) Marshall 4/22 

Greg Riddle 4/22 

Pat Blank 4/24 

Harvey Riggs 4/29 
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A Word From Our Vice President Ken James 

Are you interested in hosting an event for the club? Great! Here is what you need to do:    

 

1) Upon making a decision to host an event please email me with the date of the proposed 
event to ensure there is no other club event already planned for that day or weekend.  
  

2) Email me the details and any flyer, registration forms or website links to be added to the 
PCC Calendar.  
 

3) Email a reminder to club members with meeting details/information one week prior to the 
event.  
 
(Note: On page 19 of the PCC Rules Book is a list of items that may help you get 

organized. Also, keep in mind that the club has plenty of folks including myself who have 

held events and are willing to assist you with your event…so relax & have fun doing it). 

I will: 

 
1)  Announce your event at the monthly meeting. 
2) Create signup sheets (and scan them after each meeting and send you a copy) 
3) Send all your info to the PCC Webmaster for posting on the PCC Calendar. 
4) Provide any assistance I can to you. 

 

Don’t forget to use the “Events” tab at www.socalcarculture.com to find local car 

events and the “Clubs” tab to check out other Corvette Clubs to see if they have 

any events coming up that you or PCC would enjoy. 

  

http://www.socalcarculture.com/
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PCC Autocross and Brats 

by: Dave McCue  

March 14, 2015 

On Saturday, the 14th of March, a hand full of autocross hopefuls, along with a few wives, and 

one photographer in his vintage ’70, caravanned down to Riverside Fairgrounds in Indio to 

participate in the Flying Fling Autocross. Our racers were: our host Bruce Blank, John Iest, 

Harold Brunski, Cliff Harris, John Waltman, Joe Gildner, Gary Lane and newcomer Bill Colvin. 

From the accompanying pictures, we can identify the driver’s cars by their color. Below are 

their best times.  

#45-Bruce Blank, ’10 Cyber Gray C6- time 46.676 seconds. 
#245-John Iest, ’09 Atomic Orange C6- 45.238. 
#86- Harold Brunski, ’93 Ruby Red convertible-46.958 
#28- Cliff Harris, ‘13 Crystal Red C6 Grand Sport- 45.998 
#29-John Waltman, ’99 Pewter Coupe C5-44.416 
#67- Joe Gildner, ’96 Blue and White Grand Sport-45.625 
#46-Gary Lane- Black- ’06 ZO6-45.348 
#31-Bill Colvin- Black, ’08 ZO6, like Gary’s but with a front plate- 45.844 

 

Bruce 
John I. 

Harold 
Cliff 
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This kind of racing is best suited 

for small cars with high revving 

four cylinder engines. A couple 

Mazda Miatas and Subarus did 

quite well. Upon arrival about 35 

cars were in queue to start. A few 

got off, but soon 

everything came to a 

halt when the start/timing system hiccupped. The event is put on by the Palm Springs 

Vette Club. One of their gals said the problem had something to do with finding the 

correct car number and hooking it up with its run. In some cases a computer had to be 

rebooted between runs.  This would continue for most of the day, however it didn’t 

stop our racers from having a good time.  

If you aren’t familiar with autocross racing, it’s set up in a large 

paved area with a tight course, lots of corners, and lots of out red 

cones. The race course was in pretty good shape. It was cleaned 

up with a large air blower between the morning and afternoon 

runs. However, the pit area was littered with hazards. We found 

long screws, nails, tacks and curtain hangers with sharp points. It turns out the area is used for 

a swap meet with booths selling a variety of items, and no one cleans up after them. We were 

fortunate not to lose a tire to the hazards. Joe pulled a small screw out of a front tire on my ’70; 

luckily it was short and didn’t get through the tread. 

John W. Joe 

Gary Bill 
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It was very warm day. It got up to 98 degrees. In our pits, we were protected by two canvas 

overheads, and all of us had brought ice and drinks.   

About half way through the afternoon session the ladies left to get the Brat feast ready. 

Our guys did well except for the time John Iest found two cones in his path. They were counted 

against him even though they were knocked over before he got there. There are officials on the 

course to make sure the cones are lined up before each run, but they messed up and John paid 

the price for their error.   

Our Vettes held up well, the exception being Gary’s. His electric cooling fan didn’t function in 

the afternoon runs, so his engine overheated. Fortunately, the queue was at least a half an 

hour between runs. This gave his Z06 time to cool down and he ended with very respectable 

times.  

There was a group of teenagers who volunteered to 

help out. Waltman and Iest, offered to take a couple 

of the teenagers along for a run. You will see them in 

the accompanying photos. The one trophy winner in 

our group was John Waltman. He took second in his 

class. John was not interested in keeping the trophy 

and offered it to the boy that rode with him. To put it 

mildly, the kid was very excited. Maybe he’ll own a 

Vette someday. 

At the end of the day, we caravanned to the Blank’s 

for a great dinner of Brats, beans, salad, drinks and 

munchies. Oh, and I don’t want to forget the 

strawberry shortcake for desert. We’d all like to thank 

Patty Blank, Jan Lane, Linda Iest and Sheryl Brunski 

for putting the dinner together. Bruce is known for his 

Bratwurst which he’s been serving after every race for several years. He cooks them for an 

extended time in his own secret sauce. They were 

very good. I had two of them. I ask Bruce to give 

me a few facts on Brats for this article. He 

submitted a wealth of Brat history and prep tips. 
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Some bratwurst history from Bruce: 
Bratwurst history dates back to 1313 in Nuremberg Germany.  Bratwurst (Brat = finely chopped 
meat + wurst =sausage) were brought from the old country to the US by Germans.  Lots of 
Germans settled in Wisconsin, making it the largest ancestry group of Germans in the States.   
 
Lots of Germans settled in Illinois, including Chicago suburbs like Arlington Heights & Wheeling, 
where Patti & I grew up.  Both of our dads grilled brats, hot dogs & burgers at most family 
cookouts...on those original uncovered grills, that so often had blazing flareups (more on 
flareups later) 
 
One of our first family cookouts included Grandma Blank's homemade baked beans, brats 
(grilled on a Weber), & a half-keg of beer ( that's a lot of beer for 20-30 people).  We made this 
Memorial Day Cookout a family tradition.  Now, almost 40 years later, we still do a bean, brat & 
beer cookouts once or twice a year. 
  
Before you read on, remember what Julia Childs always said, "A little wine for the food, and a 
little wine for the chef". 
 
So, here is how to do it.   
     Buy brats (only Wisconsin made brats...Johnsonville or Sheboygan brand) 
     Put 4-6 cold beers on the kitchen counter & open one 
     Taste the beer to make sure its ok 
     Poke several holes in each brat to allow moisture to escape during cooking 
     Taste the beer again 
     Place brats in a large pot 
     You better taste the beer again 
     Cut up a large onion & put it on top of the brats 
     If the onion makes your eyes water...take another taste of the beer 
     Cover brats & onions with some of the beer 
     Simmer for 30-45 minutes 
 
While the brats simmer, start up the charcoal in the Weber. 
 
Remember the blazing flare ups; well, a frustrated guy in suburbs had been experimenting on 
covered grills. He eventually got it right, and then his Arlington Heights neighbors wanted one 
too.  That frustrated guy invented Weber grills in some small way just to allow brats to be 
grilled without massive flare ups. 
 
Ok, back to grilling the brats. 
     Taste the beer again...it's hot by the grill 
     Place the brats on the Weber, brown them on all sides 
     Serve brats on French Baguette bread 
     Add some onions from simmer pot & your favorite condiments 
     Serve with Grandma Blank's homemade baked beans...but that is another story 
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P a g e  | 10 Corvette Waves April 2015 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



P a g e  | 11 Corvette Waves April 2015 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

HB CRUISERS CAR SHOW  

by: Gail Latimer  

March 21, 2015 

 
On March 21, 2015 I attended the HB Cruisers 

car show.  I did this show one other time and 
this one seemed bigger and better.  First of all, 

they close down Main Street in order to park the 
cars along the side just like Seal Beach 

does.  Mostly Woodies are parked on the Pier 
(not really on the pier, but in the parking area 

in front of the entrance to the pier.  This year if 

you were not there very early in the morning, 
Main St. was full and you got to park near the 

Woodies in the Sixth Street parking lot.  That’s 

where I was this time.  I like it a lot better there, 
except there were some bad smells because I 

think a lot of homeless people use the parking lot 
for their toilet at night (YUK). 

 

I had planned to meet my friend Don Parker at 7 
and drive and park together, but his car was in 

the shop getting some needed repairs and a new 

rear end put in so he can drive to Plastic 
Fantastic this year; so we met anyway and he 

parked his truck in the parking structure and 
drove into the show with me.  After getting 

parked, we went to breakfast and then walked 
around to see all the cars. 

 
We ran into Ed Baumgarten who of course got 

there very early and had a parking stop near 
Main by the Post Office.  During the afternoon, 

Todd Bonet stopped by to say HI and otherwise, 
no one from PCC was in attendance. 

 
I took lots of car pictures and a few people.  I 

had a great time, the weather was cool in the morning, but the sun came 

out and so did throngs of on lookers.  A couple of people told me they 
couldn’t even find a parking spot so they gave up and went home. 
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PCC Wine and Wild Animals 

by: Rick Alpert  

March 22, 2015 

Let’s start out by saying that if you missed this event…you really missed out.  Thanks to Leslie 

Gray for putting on a great event.  More to come from Leslie I’m sure.  We started out with a 

Sunday brunch at Claim Jumper with the mimosas flowing on all of the tables.  We left there 

and caravanned a short distance to a “secret place” in the canyons.         Rancho Las Lomas is an 

amazing venue.  Over 20 acres to get lost, drink or see animals.     After telling us the history of 

the place, the crew including the owner Brett, started pouring the vino and putting plates of 

cheeses and crackers on all of the tables.  It was a great turnout.  After enjoying the wine 

garden many of us decided to walk around and see the animals.  From the white tiger to the 

zebras to the macaw we were thoroughly impressed.  We ended up the day at the barn where 
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more wine was poured and a highlight for some of us, the home made 

whiskey.  Brett made us feel right at home at the barn with many good 

samples of grain plus their own home made grain.  In a couple of weeks 

they will be opening up the beer garden with their own brew.  Can’t wait 

till we go back again for another event! 
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Pacific Coast Corvettes 

General Meeting Minutes 

April 1, 2015 

 
President Gene Insley called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM at Fuddruckers on El Toro 
Road in Lake Forest. He welcomed members, guests and prospective members. 
 
Club Report 
 
Secretary: Nothing to report. 
 
Hospitality: Ed Best welcomed new guest Bud Young. Birthdays and anniversaries for the 
month of April were announced. We were once again treated to a musical rendition of 
Happy Birthday provided by the Kazoo Band. 
 
Sergeant At Arms: Danny Katz reviewed the point system for the benefit of guests and 
prospective members. He encouraged guests to see him after the meeting, fill out the 
application and pay the $10.00 fee to get on our e-mail list. Decals are still available for 
anyone that is interested. They are $3.00 each or 2 for $5.00. 
 
Club Store: Judy Nunn was not at the meeting.   
  
Treasurer: Arch Archard was not at the meeting. Cate Riggs filled in as Treasurer and 
reported that we had income of $500.00, expenses of $5.93 and outstanding/pending items 
of $60.00.  
 
Historian: Dave McCue thanked Rick Alpert and Diane Dailey for their photos. Everyone 
was reminded that only photos from PCC events are posted on the website.  
 
Awards: Laurie Smith reported that she had no idea how much fun being the Awards Chair 
would be. She has received a lot of nominations so far that have proven to be quite 
entertaining for her and Terry to review. She encouraged members to keep the pictures 
and stories coming. 
 
Editor: Ray Marshall was not at the meeting. 
 
Vice President:   
 
Ken James thanked the individuals that coordinated events last month. 
 
Willow Springs Racing – Ray Marshall 
Palm Springs Autocross – Bruce and Patty Blank 
Brunch, Wine and Wild Animals – Leslie Gray 
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Future events: Detailed information can be found on pccvettes.org 
 
Saturday, 4/11 - Kick the Tires breakfast at Knowlwoods, PCC Coordinator: Ken James 
 
Saturday, 4/18 - UCI Car Show, PCC Coordinator: Gail Latimer 
 
Saturday, 4/25 - Classic Car Show at Seal Beach, PCC Coordinator: Leslie Gray 
 
Sunday, 5/17 - Plastic Fantastic, PCC Coordinator: John Iest 
 
Saturday, 5/30 - Flavors of Laguna, PCC Coordinator: Leslie Gray 
 
Saturday, 6/13 - PCC Picnic, PCC Coordinators: Ed & Bonnie Best 
 
Saturday, 6/20 - PCC Summer Party, PCC Coordinators: Bruce & Debbie Robinson and 
Rudy & Sandy Pollak 
 
Thursday, 6/25, Friday, 6/26, Saturday, 6/27 and Sunday, 6/28 - Big Bear Bash,  
PCC Coordinators: Gary Lane & Harold Brunski 
 
Old Business: None  
 
New Business: None 
 
Sergeant at Arms: (fines) Fines were handed out to the following individuals:  
Gary Uchino and Ed Best.  
 
50/50 Raffle: Won by Walt Kovacs in the amount of $115.00. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM. 
 
Submitted by Sheryl Brunski, PCC Secretary 
 

 

  



P a g e  | 18 Corvette Waves April 2015 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PCC Calendar of Events 

April 2015 
18 Sat 40th Annual Vette Set Car Show, in Redondo Beach, NCCC Sanctioned  

18 Sat UCI Police Dept. Car Show  at UCI,  PCC Coordinator: Gail Latimer (714-222-1314) 

25 Sat Classic Car Show at Seal Beach, 10am-4pm 

   

May 2015 
3 Sun Corvettes of Temecula Valley Promenade  Car Show in Old Town Temecula  

6 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

17 Sun Plastic Fantastic, in San Diego, by North County Corvette Club 

30 Sat "Flavors of Laguna, 10:30 - 2:30pm, PCC host: Leslie Gray (949-951-5435) ) 

   

June 2015 
3 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

7 Sun Participants' Choice Car Show at Huntington Beach Central Park by Orange County 
Vettes, NCCC Sanction. 

13 Sat PCC Picnic at Laguna Niguel Regional Park, Coordinated by Ed & Bonnie Best (949-
425-1440) 

20 Sat PCC Summer Party, PCC Hosts: Bruce & Debbie Robinson (949-589-7058), Co-Hosts: 
Rudy & Sandy Pollak (949-495-8007) 

25-28 Thu-Sun Big Bear Bash 

   

July 2015 
1 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

4 Sat Lake Forest July 4th Parade, PCC Coordinators: Mark & Vicki Alter (949-218-7152) 

18 Sat PCC at Angels Baseball game, Angels vs Red Sox, PCC Coordinator: Harold Brunski 
(949-472-8194) 

 

August  2015 
5 Wed PCC Monthly Meeting at Fuddruckers, in Lake Forest 

15 Sat PCC Disco Beach Party, Hosts: Ed & Bonnie Best (949-425-1440) 

22-27 Sat-Thu NCCC National Convention at Lake Harmony, PA 
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For Sale   
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Events   
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